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THE Central Committee for the 
Development of the National 
Tourism Industry (CCDNTI) was 
held yesterday, with an opening 
address by State Counsellor Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi.

(The opening speech of the 
State Counsellor is covered on 
pages 3 and 5.)

The meeting is the first for 
2018, becoming the fourth since 
the formation of the committee in 
2016, and it was held to promote 
the country’s tourism industry.

In his speech, Vice President 
U Henry Van Thio called for pro-
moting the image of Myanmar 
in international communities 
by participating in international 
and regional tourism events and 
by holding road shows in target 
market countries.

He also stressed the need 
for arranging excursion visits for 
international tourism organiza-
tions, for making the best use of 
digital marketing to penetrate 
the market and to post updated 
information related with tourism 
on the web sites of the ministries. 

The meeting was attended 
by U Henry Van Thio, Chairman 
of the CCDNTI, Union Ministers 
who are members of the central 
committee, Chairman of Nay Pyi 
Taw Council, Chief Ministers of 
regions and states, Deputy Min-
isters, cabinet members of the 
region and state governments, 
departmental heads, representa-

tives of the Republic of the Union 
of  Myanmar Federation of Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry, 
representatives of the Myanmar 
Tourism Federation, affiliated as-
sociations and invited personnel.

The Vice President pledged 
that the State would fund the 
efforts for promoting tourism 
industry, urging the tourism or-

ganizations to cooperate and co-
ordinate each other in promoting 
the industry and in finding the 
market.

According to the forecasts of 
the World Tourism Organization, 
international arrivals are expect-
ed to reach nearly 1.6 billion by 
the year 2020, and of them about 
123 million are expected to visit 

the Southeast Asia region. 
He stressed the need to 

make arrangements for tourists 
to be convenient in their travel-
ling and accommodating them 
from the time of their arrival to 
their departure, and for their se-
cured touring during their stay. 

Vice President U Henry 
Van Thio also urged regional 

and state governments to sys-
tematically take measures for 
providing good services, such as 
reasonable prices for accommo-
dations, clean and safe food and 
good sanitation.

He also stressed the need 
to promote the traditional food 
of ethnic minorities in regions 
and states and to provide safety 
to tourists.

Myanmar is a country, rich 
in tourist attractions, such as cul-
tural heritage, natural beauties, 
traditional customs and cuisines 
of ethnic minorities, he added, 
saying that they must improve 
the weaknesses and strengths 
in paying attention to the recom-
mendations of the visitors, as part 
of efforts for development of the 
tourism industry. 

“To provide good services 
to tourists, we need to prepare 
to make the best of use of the 
systems which are suitable for 
the current times,” he said.

More than 3.44 million for-
eign visitors visited Myanmar in 
2017, an increase of 18 per cent 
compared to the same per iod 
last year.

The country launched the 
visa relaxation programme for 
visitors from Japan, South Korea 
and China, and the number of 
visitors from other countries can 
increase if visa restrictions for 
them are also relaxed, said the 
Vice President.

SEE PAGE-3

CCDNTI meeting held to promote 
country’s tourism industry

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi delivers a speech at the meeting of Central Committee for the 
Development of the National Tourism Industry in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.
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Pyithu Hluttaw

Amyotha Hluttaw

AT the fifth-day meeting of the 
Second Pyithu Hluttaw’s ninth 
regular session held yesterday 
at the Pyithu Hluttaw meeting 
hall, Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker an-
nounced the Hluttaw putting on 
record and keeping the matter 
under observation a motion by 
U Sein Win of Maubin constitu-
ency urging the government to 
prevent the export of draught 
cattle and buffaloes before agri-
cultural machineries can be fully 
utilised and to correctly support 
and resolve the matter.

Asterisk-marked questions 
raised at the meeting were an-
swered by Union Minister for 
Health and Sports Dr. Myint 
Htwe, while decision of the Hlut-
taw was obtained on Myanmar 
dental, oral medical council bill.

Asterisk-marked questions
U Khun Maung Thaung of 

Pinlaung constituency posed 
the first asterisk-marked ques-
tion and asked if there is a plan 
to build a new ward for patients 
in Tigyit station hospital. Union 
Minister for Health and Sports 
Dr. Myint Htwe replied that 
there were on an average 29 
in-patient and 59 out-patients 
per day in Pinlaung Township 

during 2017 with the hospital 
having 16 beds. A total of 2,217 
in-patients and over 14,300 
out-patients were treated in the 
hospital in 2017. The estimated 
cost of constructing a new ward 
for patients is about Ks 187 mil-
lion and in the forthcoming Oc-
tober budget year, Ks100 million 
will be requested. If approved, it 
will be granted and the remain-
ing Ks 87 million will be provided 
in fiscal year 2019-2020, said the 
Union Minister.

Replying to a question 
raised by U Khin Maung Thi of 
Loilem constituency on plan to 
open a sub-rural health centre in 
Loilem Township, Tant Al village 

tract, Konkyaung Village, Union 
Minister Dr. Myint Htwe said 
that since the sub-rural health 
centre could cover a population 
of about 3,000 in 12 villages with 
436 houses it will be opened in 
fiscal year 2019-2020, according 
to procedure.

 Similarly, questions raised 
by U Khin Cho of Hlaingbwe con-
stituency, U Kyaw Swe Win of 
Kawhmu constituency, Daw Nan 
Moe of Mongton constituency 
and U Thein Tun of Kyaunggon 
constituency were answered by 
Union Minister Dr. Myint Htwe.

Hluttaw’s decision on 
Myanmar dental, oral 

medical council bill
Next, a bill committee mem-

ber submitted to the Hluttaw 
the Myanmar dental, oral med-
ical council bill sent by Amyo-
tha Hluttaw with amendments 
for the Hluttaw’s decision. The 
bill committee member tabled 
a motion to the Hluttaw for Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw to discuss 
and decide on this bill as the two 
Hluttaws disagreed on it. Pyithu 
Hluttaw Speaker announced the 
agreement of the Hluttaw and to 
proceed with it after taking the 
decision of the Hluttaw.

Discussion and decision on 
motion to prevent export of 
draught cattle and buffaloes

Afterwards, a motion tabled 
by U Sein Win of Maubin constit-
uency urging the government to 
prevent the export of draught 
cattle and buffaloes before ag-
ricultural machineries can be 
fully utilised and to correctly 
support and resolve the matter 
was discussed by U Khin Cho 
of Hlaingbwe constituency, Tat-
madaw representative Maj Zwe 
Nay Zaw, Dr. Than Aung Soe of 
Minhla constituency, Daw Cho 
Cho of Ottwin constituency, U 
Saw Tun Mya Aung of Papun con-

stituency, U Zarni Min of Shwegu 
constituency, U Toe Thaung of 
Mongmit constituency, U Tha 
Aung of Myothit constituency, U 
Win Win of Minbu constituency, 
U Oo Tun Maung of Ponnagyun 
constituency, U Myint Wei of Gwa 
constituency, U Thant Zin Tun of 
Dekhinathiri constituency, Dr. U 
Min Thein of YeU constituency, 
Dr. Daw Pyone of Indaw constit-
uency, U Thein Tun of Kyaung-
gon constituency and U Kyaw 
Myint of Taikkyi constituency.

Deputy Minister for Com-
merce U Aung Htoo also dis-
cussed and explained in detail 
about the motion and to put the 
motion on record only and not 
to approve it. Union Minister 
for Agriculture, Livestock and 
Irrigation Dr. Aung Thu also 
explained to put the motion on 
record.

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker 
then announced to put the mo-
tion on record, keep it under ob-
servation, after Hluttaw voted 23 
for, 206 against the motion with 
109 abstaining.

The sixth-day meeting of the 
Second Pyithu Hluttaw’s ninth 
regular session will be held on 
6 August, it is learnt.—Aye Aye 
Thant (MNA) 

The Second Amyotha Hluttaw’s 
ninth regular session held its 
fifth-day meeting at the Amyotha 
Hluttaw meeting hall yesterday 
morning where asterisk-marked 
questions were answered, a bill 
discussed and a report read.

Construction of two Bailey 
bridges in Lahe Township

Replying to a question by 
U Min Naing of Sagaing Region 
constituency 12 on plan to con-
struct two Bailey bridges on 
India border road across Wah 
creek and Yam Kyone creek in 
Sagaing Region, Naga Self-Ad-
ministered Zone, Lahe Town-
ship, Deputy Minister for Border 
Affairs Maj-Gen Than Htut said 
the two bridges are included in a 
list of works to be conducted with 
the fourth assistance from India.

Upgrade of Kalay airport 
building and compound

Next, U Zon Hle Htan of 
Chin State constituency 4 posed 
a question on plan to upgrade 

Kalay airport building and 
compound. Deputy Minister 
for Transport and Communica-
tions U Kyaw Myo said only Ks 
11 million was used to maintain 
Kalay airport passenger build-
ing during the 11 year period 
of fiscal year 2007-2008 to fiscal 
year 2017-2018 as the ministry 
was upgrading works in other 
airports and giving priority to 
works on passenger safety in 
Kalay airport.

However, in addition to in-

stalling an air conditioner in the 
departure lounge of the airport 
as soon as possible, Ks 400 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2019-2020 and 
Ks 300 million in fiscal year 2020-
2021 are earmarked to expand 
the present airport building from 
120 ft. x 60 ft. to 120 ft. x 100 ft. and 
to conduct maintenance work on 
it. Depending upon the receipt of 
fund, the work will be conducted, 
replied the Deputy Minister.

Similarly, questions raised 
by U Ze Khaung of Kachin State 

constituency 3, Daw Ma Ma Lay 
of Shan State constituency 8 and 
U Htein Win of the Ayeyawady 
Region constituency 4 were 
answered by Deputy Minister 
Maj-Gen Than Htut and Deputy 
Minister U Kyaw Myo.

Discussion on Traditional 
Medicine Council Bill

Afterwards, Hluttaw repre-
sentatives discussed the Tradi-
tional Medicine Council Bill. In 
his discussion, Dr. Than Win of 
Mandalay Constituency 1 said, 
starting from 1962, traditional 
medicine practitioners were sys-
tematically trained and there are 
now more than 7,500 traditional 
medicine practitioners. As such, 
it is not appropriate to register 
traditional medicine practition-
ers who don’t have any diploma 
when Traditional Medicine Uni-
versity is producing qualified tra-
ditional medicine practitioners 
with diplomas. It is contrary to 
international practices and could 
reduce the trust and faith in tra-

ditional medicine. Therefore, 
clause 15 (f) and 31 (c) should 
be deleted said Dr. Than Win.

U Soe Thein @ U Maung 
Soe of the Taninthayi Region 
constituency 10 also discussed 
the bill.

Report on Myanmar Maternal 
and Child Welfare Association 
Bill read

Following this, Amyotha 
Hluttaw Bill Committee member 
Daw Ohn Kyi read and explained 
the committee’s report on Myan-
mar Maternal and Child Welfare 
Association Bill approved and 
sent with amendment by the 
Pyithu Hluttaw.

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker 
Mahn Win Khaing Than then 
announced that Hluttaw repre-
sentatives who wanted to discuss 
the bill to enroll their names.

The sixth-day meeting of 
the ninth regular session of the 
Second Amyotha Hluttaw will 
be held on 6 August, it is learnt. 
—Aung Ye Thwin 

U Min Naing. PHOTO: MNA U Zon Hle Htan. PHOTO: MNA

Dr. Myint Htwe. PHOTO: MNA U Khin Maung Thi. PHOTO: MNA

Fifth-day meeting of Second Pyithu Hluttaw’s 9th regular session held

Fifth-day meeting of Second Amyotha Hluttaw’s 9th regular session held
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Following is an unofficial 
translation of a speech de-
livered by State Counsellor 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at 
the Central Committee for 
Development of National 
Tourism Industry (CCDNTI) 
meeting (1/2018):

At the moment, internation-
al travel business is important 
not only for a country but also 
for the entire world. Since the 
earliest time, there were in-
stances of travelling. At that 
time, merchants were the ones 
who mostly travelled and they 
travelled for trading purposes. 
The first time travel was done 
not for trade but for knowledge 
was by extraordinary people 
who wished to seek knowledge. 
There were also people who 
travelled for adventure.

As the world became devel-
oped, most of the travelling is 
done for recreation, to see things 
that do not exist in one’s country 
of origin and to gain knowledge. 
To attract international travel-
lers to our country, we need to 
think of ourselves as hosts. If the 
thinking is to make money only, 
I don’t think it would be as suc-
cessful as we want. A host first 
thinks about the requirement of 
the guests.

What are they expecting 
when they come to our country? 
Some come to see what they 
haven’t seen and to be where 

they haven’t been before. Some 
want to visit places where others 
haven’t. Some visit for recrea-
tion. Some come to seek peace 
of mind that they can’t find in 
their own country. They come 
to our country for many reasons.

If we truly want internation-
al visitors to visit our country, we 
shouldn’t consider them as an 
opportunity to make money only. 
They are humans like us. They 
want happiness and tranquility. 
They come with a mindset of 
wanting to have the opportunity 
to see and experience things 
conveniently and comfortably. If 
we can fulfill these necessities, 
more international visitors will 
arrive.

The first convenience we 
need to offer is in the entry pro-
cess. That is why we are mak-
ing the entry easy with Free 
Visa and Visa on Arrival pro-
grammes. Another requirement 
is to look into the condition of 
entry airports from the coun-
try’s financial and security stand 
point.

Most international visitors 
travel around our country by 
air. For example, they’ll come 
to Yangon. Then they’ll go by 
air to Bagan. If they want to go 
to Inlay, they’ll take a plane to 
Heho, and from there, they’ll 
take a car onwards. If we can 
improve and modernize road 
transportation, we’ll be able to 
attract more international trav-

elers, I think.
For example, it is very con-

venient to travel by train. It is 
also very pleasant. Our train 
travels haven’t reached that 
stage yet. Travel by air is differ-
ent from travel by train. If travel 
is by air, the visitor will only see 
clouds and see what they wish 
to see only when they reach the 
destination. But if the travel is 
by trains, more scenery can be 
seen along the way. Towns and 
cities can be seen as the train 
passes by. 

When the train stops at a 
small town or city, international 
visitors get to know the culture, 
natural scenery and many other 
things about the country to a 
certain degree. They can see the 
local foods sold at the station. If 
local foods, local products and 
souvenirs were offered, it would 
be very interesting to the foreign 
visitors.

I like travel by train. First 
there is no air sickness as when 
you travel by air. Second, there 
is no motion sickness as when 
travelling by car. Third, you can 
stretch your legs and walk about 
on a train when you feel tired 
or cramped after sitting for a 
long time. I could not do this in 
a car or plane, where it is quite 
cramped. That is why I say we 
need to have new thoughts and 
views to attract international 
travellers. What is required in 
our country? We need to think 

whether expanding the rail sec-
tor would be attractive or not.

Another is travelling along 
waterways. I’m seasick, so I 
don’t have much interest in this, 
but many travelers enjoy this. 
They can view the scenery. They 
can breathe fresh air. They can 
walk around. Make friends. Talk 
in a leisurely way (with fellow 
travellers). When stopping at 
small towns along the way, they 
can look around. We need to give 
the visitors this option. For now, 
they are only travelling by air, so 
we need to think about making 
available means to travel by car, 
train and boats.

Those who come for a vaca-
tion or recreation want to see the 
scenic views in a leisurely man-
ner. There are many who want to 
observe and study the culture of 
the country they visit. We need 
to take into account such visitors 
too. Some want to learn in-depth 
about a country’s culture. They 
don’t just want to see sights or 
buy some souvenirs. We need 
to create opportunities for such 
visitors. For example, we must 
suggest where a visitor should 
go if they are interested in histo-
ry or historical research. Where 
should they go if the interest is 
in Buddhism? Most travellers 
from Asia are Buddhists, so it 
is not difficult to show where 
such visitors should go. But we 
also need to think about other 
types of visitors who want to visit 

in other ways (instead of on a 
pilgrimage).

We need to think of what 
arrangements to make for those 
who want to study about culture 
or religion. Some come with a 
serious intention to follow up on 
their interest during the short 
time that they are free.

We have in-depth topics on 
culture, history and religion, as 
well as social. Social is how we 
live our lives. Community tour-
ism is being promoted for this. It 
is not only for the development 
of our villages and wards. This 
will help the visitors who want 
to know about us, our country’s 
traditions and cultures. If we 
do this thoughtfully and after 
careful study, we will be able to 
develop our wards, villages and 
people in rural areas. We also 
need to make it satisfactory for 
the visitors too.

Some visitors seek adven-
ture. Adventures, such as climb-
ing a mounting or trekking. They 
want to go to places where it is 
a bit adventurous. They don’t 
want leisure or convenient trav-
el. They want to test themselves 
and experience some challeng-
es. We need to think for such vis-
itors too. Where can they climb 
a mountain? Where can they 
trek? They don’t want to trek on 
a smooth road. They want to go 
a bit up and down. The scenery 
also needs to be pleasant.

SEE PAGE-5

State Counsellor: International visitors are humans like us — they 
want to see, experience things conveniently, comfortably 

CCDNTI meeting held to promote country’s tourism industry

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Vice President U Henry Van Thio, union ministers, chief ministers of regions and states and dignitaries pose 
for a photo at the Central Committee for Development of National Tourism Industry (CCDNTI) meeting (1/2018).  PHOTO: MNA

FROM PAGE-1

Following his speech, Sec-
retary of the central committee 
Union Minister for Hotels and 
Tourism U Ohn Maung, members 
of the committee, Union Minis-
ters Lt-Gen Kyaw Swe, Thura U 
Aung Ko, U Thant Sin Maung, U 
Thein Swe, Dr. Myint Htwe and 
U Soe Win reported on matters to 
be carried out by the ministries.

Chief ministers from region-
al and state governments and 
representatives of the industrial 
and tourism organizations also 
discussed matters related with 
the restrictions which should be 
relaxed to attract tourists.

The meeting came to an 
end with concluding remarks by 
the Vice President. — Myanmar 
News Agency
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THE Union Government would 
step up its efforts for coastal area 
management projects through 
cooperation with local authorities 
while taking the natural disaster 
preparedness into consideration 
in its drive, said Vice President U 
Myint Swe yesterday.

The Vice President, in his 
capacity as the Chairman of the 
National Level Central Com-
mittee for the Administration 
and Management of Natural 
Resources in coastal areas, also 
called for effective collaboration 
from respective departments for 
drafting the plan for coastal area 
conservation at the fifth meeting 
of the central committee in Nay 
Pyi Taw yesterday.

The 20-member committee 
led by Vice President U Myint 
Swe held the first meeting on 3 
March, 2017 making 33 resolu-
tions  related with conservation 
of  coastal  areas in its  previous 
three meetings, and of them, 24 
have been  implemented and nine 
are  undergoing.

The central committee was 
formed on 30 November 2016.

To reach the goal of sustain-
able development in coastal are-
as, Vice President U Myint Swe 
has called for solving possible 
contradiction between building 
infrastructures and conservation 
of coastal areas through ‘nego-
tiation’.

“For sustainability of marine 
resources, only the fishery sector 
should not be focused. For con-

servation of mangrove forests, 
only the forestry sector is not 
concerned. Therefore, all related 
sectors are obliged to cooperate 
each other,” said Vice President 
U Myint Swe.

The country’s mangrove re-
sources are declining because of 
the proliferation of fish farms and 
because the mangrove trees are 
being used as firewood, according 
to environmentalists.

There are over 500,000 hec-
tares of mangroves along the 
coast of Myanmar.

According to the 2014 census, 
half of the population of Myanmar 
are living in coastal areas and de-
pend on the coastal ecosystems 
which serve them in many ways 
through marine products and 

environmental services.
Regarding the degradation 

of coastal ecosystems, the Vice 
President put the blame on man-
made errors including extra ex-
traction of the natural resources, 
the lack of systematic manage-
ment of coastal ecosystems, the 
lack of understanding on sustain-
ability and the lack of effective 
cooperation from departments 
concerned for drafting the man-
agement plan.

“The central committee is 
committed to achieving progress 
in tackling these issues,” said 
Vice President U Myint Swe. He 
also urged the people to carry 
out disaster preparedness, say-
ing that natural barriers, such as 
coral reefs, sea grasses, beaches 

and mangrove forests should  be 
given priorities for conservation. 

The mangrove forests at My-
anmar’s Meinmahla Island which 
is also a wildlife reserve was not 
hardly hit by the Nargis cyclonic 
storm on 2nd May, 2008.

Myanmar was ranked the 
second highest by the Global Cli-
mate Risk Index 2016.

Myanmar’s efforts for pro-
moting the coastal area manage-
ment work can be considered as 
the Sustainable Development 
Goal-14 of the 17-points of the 
sustainable development goals 
of the United Nations.

In his concluding remarks, 
the Vice President called on 
region and state governments 
for stepping up cooperation and 

coordination with the Union 
Government and departments 
concerned.

Following his address, Un-
ion Minister U Ohn Win, Tanin-
thayi Region Chief Minister Dr. 
Daw Le Le Maw, Bago Region 
Chief Minister U Win Thein, 
Rakhine State Chief Minister 
U Nyi Pu, Yangon Region Chief 
Minister U Phyo Min Thein 
and Ayeyawady Region Chief 
Minister U Hla Moe Aung and 
regional and state ministers 
for environment and natural  
resources also took part in the 
discussion for conservation of 
coastal areas, research, illegal 
fishing and conservation of man-
grove forests in coastal areas. 
— Myanmar News Agency      

Gov’t to speed up coastal area management, to 
improve disaster preparedness

Vice President U Myint Swe delivers a speech at the meeting of National Level Central Committee for the Administration and Management of 
Natural Resources in coastal areas. PHOTO: MNA 

Union Minister for the Office of the State Counsellor U Kyaw Tint Swe 
(Centre) briefs on repatriation of displaced persons from Rakhine 
State.  PHOTO: MNA

UNION MINISTER for the Of-
fice of the State Counsellor U 
Kyaw Tint Swe briefed the Dip-
lomatic Corps and the United 
Nations Specialized Agencies in 
Yangon on the implementation of 
Agreements on repatriation of 
displaced persons from Rakhine 
State at the National Reconcilia-
tion and Peace Centre in Yangon 
yesterday at 10:00 hrs.

In his briefing, the Union 
Minister reiterated that Myan-
mar government is making both 
bilateral efforts with Bangladesh 
and cooperation with the UNDP 
and UNHCR. He stated that My-
anmar and UN had successful 
experience of cooperation in the 
area of voluntary, safe and digni-
fied return of displaced persons 

in early 1990s..
The Union Minister ex-

plained the stages of implemen-

tation by the Myanmar side in line 
with the Agreements signed be-
tween Myanmar and Bangladesh. 

Briefing on the Memoran-
dum of Understanding signed 
between the Myanmar govern-
ment and UNDP and UNHCR, 
he stated the roles of UNDP and 
UNHCR in assisting the Myan-
mar government in its efforts for 
repatriation and resettlement 
process in the implementation 
of the bilateral agreements be-
tween Myanmar and Bangladesh. 
He also explained the progress 
of implementation of the MoU 
including the visit of the Techni-
cal Working Group to potential 
project sites.

He stressed that Myanmar 
government is committed to 
the implementation of bilateral 
agreements. He concluded by 
saying that Myanmar will contin-

ue to cooperate with Bangladesh 
based on the desire to maintain 
and promote friendly and good 
neighborly relations existing be-
tween the two countries.

Subsequently, the Union 
Minister answered the ques-
tions raised by the diplomats.  

Present on the occasion to-
gether with the Union Minister 
for the Office of the State Coun-
sellor were Permanent Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs U Myint Thu and Advisor 
to the Chairperson of UEHRD 
U Toe Oung. The briefing was 
attended by the Heads and 
representatives of Diplomatic 
Mission and the UN Specialized 
Agencies in Yangon.—Myanmar 
News Agency       

Union Minister briefs diplomats, UN on repatriation of displaced persons from Rakhine State
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State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi delivers a speech at the meeting of Central Committee for the 
Development of the National Tourism Industry in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

FROM PAGE-3
Some want to sleep in tents 

they themselves erected. There 
are some who are adventurous. 
We need to think for them too.

Most visitors first arrive in 
Yangon, and the most impor-
tant thing for them is to have a 
place to stay. Places where they 
stay would have many levels of 
standard. But cleanliness is the 
one important thing, whether the 
place is a small motel or a grand 
hotel. Visitors want to stay in a 
clean place that would be safe for 
their health. If the surrounding is 
not clean, they wouldn’t feel com-
fortable. This is most important. 
If a visitor can afford it, it can be 
as grand as they want, but the 
basic is to have a clean place. 
As we want to encourage small 
businesses, places need not be 
pricey and grand, but they should 
at least be cozy and clean. I think 
we need to encourage such small 
motels and hotels.

Eating places or restaurants 
are the same. Most visitors, now-
adays, are interested in eating 
at street stalls rather than in 
grand hotels and restaurants. 
Even Myanmars like to eat food 
at roadside stalls when they visit 
Bangkok, as they say local food 
is better there than in a hotel. 
It is more interesting and a bit 
cheaper. But they think about 
cleanliness as they think about 
their health.

It is not for long-term health 
only. If a person comes to visit the 
country for a week and is in bed 
for five days because of food, it 
wouldn’t be a worthwhile visit. 
We need to think about offering 
local foods in a clean and cheap 
way. As you all know, in Bangkok, 
these roadside stalls are clean. 
They are very reliable and are 
disciplined. They clean up their 
trash themselves. If we aim to-
wards this example, visitors will 
be happy, and it would be benefi-
cial to the country, too.

Another benefit in doing this 
is retaining the traditional food. 
If visitors are interested and like 
the food, it could be retained and 
continued to be offered. These 
can compete with cheap and 
non-nutritious foods that come 
in from abroad. It will be a good 
business for the poor in our coun-
try. It will be small enterprises. 
We also need to think about small 
shops or mobile shops on carts. 

I frequently hear about the 
matter of culture. Sometimes, 
international visitors ask what 

more should we see after visiting 
a pagoda. We have many pagodas, 
no doubt. Visitors are interested 
in seeing pagodas, but after they 
see a number of them, they would 
want to see some other things. 
We have only a few programs on 
culture. For example, where can 
we see Myanmar puppet or mari-
onette shows? At present, visitors 
need to ask a lot of questions to 
find one.

Where can they see tradi-
tional dances? I think we don’t 
have much to show them. That is 
why I want to say we need to fill 
the gaps here, too. I’m not talking 
about building huge theatres and 
halls for this. Of course, these are 
required too. But we need to aim 
towards having something along 
this line. A puppet show doesn’t 
need a huge and expensive place. 
Why can’t there be a place for 
such a thing? Why isn’t there a 
place for a single dancer or two? 
Can’t this be done? Why can’t 
the government support such a 
thing? The Ministry of Culture 
and the Ministry of Transporta-
tion need to coordinate and think 
together about this.

We can consider waterways 
when we think about adventure. 
Our rivers are not like the rivers 
in Nepal. When I was young, I 
took a raft ride in a river in Nepal 
and I enjoyed it. It is also inter-
esting. We need to think about 
such things, too. We will have to 
compete with other countries. 
Everyone is trying to attract vis-
itors all the time. Every country 
is doing this. Because interna-
tional travel is a big business that 
earns big money for a country. 
That is why everyone is trying 
to attract visitors all the time. In 
order to compete with others, we 
need to provide more in terms 
of interest, culture, satisfaction, 
and only then can there be more 
attractions.

In our country, there are 

many places that are quite unin-
habited or far off. Some travellers 
come with a mindset of being able 
to be far off and in uninhabited 
places. They take photographs 
there and say no one, besides 
them, was in those places. We 
can expand our travel business 
in this way, too, as this is human 
nature. But we must be careful. 
It is important to make sure that 
the places are not destroyed or 
spoiled by visitors. Most of you 
must have heard about this. Once 
Mt. Everest was like a huge gar-
bage dump. It became that bad. 
They went to climb the mountain 
and then left their garbage there. 
It became a big garbage dump. 
We need to prevent such things 
from happening. Being least 
developed at least gives us the 
opportunity to take lessons from 
others, and this itself is a plus, 
so it is important for us to take 
these opportunities and make 
the best out of it. When we plan 
our travel business and attract 
visitors, we need to look at the 
requirement of the whole country. 
We should not look at one, two or 
three places only.

For example, everyone 
wants to go to Bagan. But there 
are many places that many peo-
ple don’t know about yet. Those 
places need to be attracted, too. 
Everyone also wants to go to 
Inlay. But in addition to Bagan 
and Inlay, there many more in-
teresting places for internation-
al visitors. Historical, scenically, 
natural beauty wise. Talking 
about history, historical places of 
interest should be based on true 
facts. There shouldn’t be places 
that are imagined. For example, 
there are rebuilt palaces. Are 
these historically correct? Were 
these really built in such a way?  
We need to think about this.

There are statues of for-
mer kings. Do these kings really 
look like these statues? Do they 

dress as they are dressed in the 
statues? I don’t know how oth-
ers think, but I do think this way. 
Some visitors would come up with 
such questions. If we don’t know 
for sure whether it is historically 
correct or not, we shouldn’t show 
it. We must not imagine up things 
as though we know it for a fact. 
Then trust will be lost. But if we 
say it outright that the statue was 
made in such a way, because we 
think the king was as such, then 
they wouldn’t say much, because 
there is no photograph or paint-
ing of that king. 

We need to show things that 
are true and factually correct. 
Sufficient facts should be includ-
ed. It will help visitors who are 
interested in our history. Some 
are interested in our country be-
cause of our animals especially 
our elephants. Some may think 
that I’m praising my own country 
too much, but many researchers 
from abroad had said it many 
times that there are no elephants 
in the world that are as good as 
Myanmar elephants in timber 
extraction. Some neighboring 
countries may not agree with this 
because they also use elephants 
in timber extraction. But I read 
a lot about many who study this. 
I don’t know why, but Myanmar 
elephants are uniquely experts 
in timber work. 

As elephants are not widely 
used in timber work in the world, 
we should think how it could be 
valuable for international travel 
business and for the elephants. 
In thinking in such a way, we 
need to think not only for the vis-
itors but also for the elephants, 
too. We can give names to indi-
vidual elephants so that each 
traveler can come visit their 
favorite elephant. I don’t mean 
to give the elephant away, but 
they can be foster parents from 
afar and donate money for the 
elephant. In a similar way devel-

oped countries help and support 
children in undeveloped coun-
tries. In the same way they sup-
port their nieces and nephews, 
they can support our elephants. 
A child visitor will be more inter-
ested in this. Would a child like 
to care for an elephant? I don’t 
mean I want to make money out 
of their pocket money. The idea 
is to bring them back again, so 
that they can see the progress 
and development of their own 
personal elephant.

Another thing is to create op-
portunities to view rare animals 
like the Ayeyawady dolphin. It 
will create income and support 
for conserving nature. When do-
ing things for travel business, we 
need to see how things are done 
in other countries in our region. 
As mentioned earlier, we are 
competing with them. When vis-
iting Southeast Asia, they’ll think 
of going to Myanmar, Thailand, 
Laos or Cambodia, as these coun-
tries are similar geographically 
as well as culturally. They can 
visit all on a package tour. We will 
have to think about this, too. For 
our international travel business 
to develop, the main requirement 
is to think and do things in a new 
way. When implementing these 
new things, think about the long 
term benefit for the country.

Whenever I have the chance, 
I caution everyone. Our country 
is a Union. A Union is a country 
formed with many nationals. 
Never forget about the Union. 
Do anything without forgetting 
this. Travel business is also the 
same. It needs to be conducted 
in such a way that benefits all in 
the Union. It must be in a way 
that brings together, closer and 
unite the people of the Union. We 
must not compete against each 
other and fall apart. We must 
work together and become unit-
ed. Our country needs to devel-
op. We don’t need to say much 
about this. We only need to think 
whether the development is in 
the best way.

As our country develops, 
the majority of our people, not 
hundred percent as this is not 
possible, but the majority need to 
develop. Not only a small group 
or a single group. We must al-
ways be careful about this. May 
we all establish travel business-
es that benefit the majority of our 
people. I wish that this business 
becomes a big income generator 
for the country. Thank you.

(Unofficial Translation)

State Counsellor: International visitors are humans like us — they 
want to see, experience things conveniently, comfortably 
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Construction of gems market in Sagaing planned
THERE are plans to construct 
a gems market in Sagaing, ac-
cording to U Aung Gyi, chair-
man of the Sagaing Regional 
Gems and Jewelry Entrepre-
neurs Association (GJEA).

The current gems trad-
ing center in Sagaing is not a 
legal one, so the regional gov-
ernment is losing tax. “If an 
official gems market can be 
opened, the regional govern-
ment will accumulate more tax 
which can be used for regional 
development tasks. Therefore, 
arrangements are being made 
to construct a new and legit-
imate gems market,” said U 
Aung Gyi.

Although the Sagaing Re-

gion GJEA tried to construct a 
gems market during the pre-
vious government’s tenure, it 
did not materialize. The GJEA 
has met with the regional chief 
minister and has requested a 

location for the construction 
of the new market. Howev-
er, there has been no official 
reply from the regional chief 
minister yet, according to the 
association.

“When a gems market is 
established, it will not only 
help the regional government 
acquire foreign income but 
also create job opportunities 
for locals. So the proposal was 
submitted to the Amyotha 
Hluttaw, Pyithu Hluttaw and 
Regional Hluttaw more than 
four months ago. However, 
there has been no reply, so we 
have submitted the proposal a 
second time,” he added.

At Sagaing’s gems trad-
ing center, there are over 
200 shops. More than 2000 
merchants from China visit 
Sagaing during the peak gem 
trading season.—Thurein Lin/
MDN      

THE Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) will be running 
spot-checks at purified water 
factories in Mandalay Region 
to see whether or not they are 
following rules and regulations, 
said an official from the FDA 
department. 

The department will con-
duct surprise visits to purified 
water factories as well as test 
the water quality whether it 
consists chemicals or not. The 
FDA will force factories to stop 
distribution of their purified wa-
ter temporarily, if they failed 
to follow those rules and reg-
ulations.  

“There are over 200 drink-
ing water factories in Mandalay 
Region. Factories which failed 
to comply with the prescribed 
rules and regulations would be 
ordered to stop their distribu-
tion of the drinking water on a 
temporary basis. Authorities 
will also take legal action if they 
found chemicals in the water 
test result,” he added.

In 2016, FDA found 12 
purified drinking water fac-
tories not following the rules 
and regulations in Mandalay 
Region. The FDA has tempo-
rarily shut down a total of 15 
drinking water factories from 

2017 to present. It is also plan-
ning to conduct water quality 
tests at these factories so that 
they could be reopened. Those 
factories that do not pass the 
tests and are still found to have 
chemicals in their water prod-
uct will still not be allowed to 
re-open.

  “We usually check how the 
room is structured at the wa-
ter factories, whether workers 
are following their dress code 
or not, test the water quality, 
before providing the FDA certi-
fication to a factory. If factories 
match with our criteria, we is-
sue them the certificate. After 

certifying, we usually conduct 
surprise visits.  FDA can fine 
Ks30,000 and pass three years’ 
imprisonment to purified drink-
ing water factory owners who 
failed to obey the rules and reg-
ulations during FDA’s surprise 
checks,” he added.

The number of drinking 
water factories has increased 
in Mandalay Region after 2010. 
At present, there are over 200 
of them. Factories wishing to 
produce purified drinking wa-
ter are many, and they are put-
ting up their proposals at the 
FDA.—Min Htet Aung (Manda-
lay sub-printing house)      

FDA to check purified water factories in Mandalay 

Jade jewelleries are displayed inside a glass case. PHOTO: SUPPLIED

A POWER substation in Khi-
nU Township, Shwebo District, 
Sagaing Region, has currently 
been upgraded to 10MVA from 
the existing 33/11KV and 3MVA 
transformers, according to the 
township electricity depart-
ment.

U Min Aung, electrical en-
gineer from the township, said 
that there are a total of 7,069 
electric power consumers in 
the township, and upon com-
pletion of the project, the de-
partment hopes to fully supply 
power to end-users and to fulfill 
the growing local consumption 
than before. 

With the use of loans from 
Asian Development Bank 
(ADB), the project is now near-

ing completion and is expected 
to be finalized very soon.

Under the project, the 
department is replacing all 
existing 33/11KV and 3MVA 
transformers with new 10MVA 
transformers, 11KV control 
panels and related accessories.  

The country’s electricity 
demand is increasing annually. 
According to experts’ estima-
tion, the electricity consump-
tion of the country is likely to 
rise three-fold within a decade. 
Compared to other regions, 
Yangon, as the largest commer-
cial city, consumes nearly half 
of the country’s total electricity 
generation.  

The Ministry of Elec-
tricity and Energy is putting 

Asian Development Bank assists power 
substation upgrade in KhinU Township

up concerted efforts to gen-
erate more electricity to offer 

better services to consumers. 
—KhinU  Soe Wai       

Workers arrange steel plates for a power substation in KhinU, Sagaing 
Region. PHOTO: KHINU SOE WAI
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A MEETING to establish an 
association to provide protec-
tion and reduction of orphans in 
Ayeyawady Region was held at 
Ayeyawady Region Government 
office in Pathein yesterday. At 
the meeting, the  Orphans Re-
duction and Protection Associ-
ation’s (Myanmar) chairperson 
Daw May Yin Tun explained 

about the requirements to ap-
ply for membership of the as-
sociation and the situation of 
formation of the associations 
in states and regions.  

The association’s General 
Secretary Prof. Dr. Mya Thida 
also explained about protecting 
orphans and reducing the num-
ber of single mothers.

Present at the meeting 
were Prof. Dr. Mya Thida, as-
sociation members Daw Khaing 
Nwe Oo and Dr Khin Than Aye, 
Ayeyawady Region Chief Minis-
ter’s wife Daw Khin Hnin Nyo, 
Social Minister Dr. Hla Myat 
Thwe and other responsible of-
ficials.—Maung Maung Myint  
(Pathein District IPRD)      

Meeting held to form Orphans 
Reduction and Protection Association

Chairperson, Secretary-General and members of the  Orphans Reduction and Protection Association hold a 
meeting at Ayeyawady Region government office in Pathein yesterday. PHOTO: PATHEIN DISTRICT IPRD

37 dams, reservoirs
overflow through spillways

THE National Natural Dis-
aster Management Commit-
tee (NNDMC) has issued 
advice and caution to people 
in Hpa-an, Thabaung, Min-
gin, Madauk and Ngathaing-
chaung townships living near 
the river area and in lower 
parts of the ground.

With the cooperation of 
Department of Rural munity 

Development, hygiene kits 
and water containers had al-
ready been provided to 142 
flood-affected households at 
Hpa-an Ward No.(1), indoor 
stadium and 354 households 
at Shwe Yin Myaw rescue 
camp and 266 households at 
Sports Hall of BEHS No.(3), 
it is learnt.—Myanmar News 
Agency      

THE water level in some dams 
and reservoirs in regions and 
states exceeded the full tank 
levels due to torrential rain 
and overflowed through their 
spillways.

People have been urged 
not to worry about the over-
flowing water as it goes through 
spillways into the rivers, said 
the Irrigation and Water Uti-
lisation Management Depart-
ment. 

Bawsin Dam 2 from Ze-
gon Township, Thayawady 
District, Bago Region, and 

Tamandu Dam from Mye-
bon Township, MraukU Dis-
trict, Rakhine State, and  
Humon Dam from Lashio 
Township in Shan State are no 
more overflowing from their 
spillways.

A total of 37 dams and 
reservoirs including Shwepyi 
3 Dam from Bago Township, 
Bago Region and Shwenat-
taung Dam from Mawlamyine 
Township in Mon State are 
currently overflowing, said 
the department yesterday. 
—Myanmar News Agency      

Aids supply for flood-affected 
people, cautions issued

Myanmar Anti-Corruption Commission announcement
MYANMAR Anti-Corruption Commission has issued an announcement yesterday regarding the Yangon East District Court criminal case no. 34/2018 under Criminal 
Code section 302 with complainant U Thant Zin Oo and three accused including Than Tun Aung @ Tha Gyi on the manslaughter of actor Aung Ye Htway.

The announcement said Yangon East District Court had permitted the case to be withdrawn on 25-7-2018, causing news to spread on journals and media of the 
possible involvement of corruption in the case being withdrawn.

Anti-Corruption Commission held a meeting on 2-8-2018 to discuss the matter where all commission members came to a unanimous decision to consider the case 
as notorious and to inform the commission and confirm the case as a notorious case.—Myanmar News Agency      

THE Myanmar Investment 
Commission ( MIC ) meeting ( 11 
/ 2018 ) was convened in Yangon 
on 3 August 2018 and reviewed 
investment proposals consistent 
with the Myanmar Investment 
Law. 

U Thaung Tun, Chairman of 
MIC and seven members of MIC 
attended the meeting. 

The submission of proposals 
and endorsement applications 
from investors and post-per-
mit activities of MIC-permitted 
companies were discussed in 
the meeting.—Myanmar News 
Agency      

Myanmar Investment Commission Meeting ( 11 / 2018 )

Myanmar Investment Commission meeting ( 11 / 2018 ) convenes in Yangon on 3 August. PHOTO: MNA
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Let’s do more to 
reduce accidents 
in our rivers

 It is of paramount 
importance to 

upgrade the pro-
fessional level of 

vocational educa-
tion due to the in-
creasing demand 
of employment in 

various fields.

T RAVELLING and transporting goods by boats are popular, 
especially in Ayeyawady Delta, because of the low cost and 
the inaccessibility of many areas by road. But, ferry acci-

dents are fairly common in Myanmar, especially in rainy season. 
Poor maintenance and overcrowding, drunk-driving and breaking 
safety rules make the boats prone to capsizing.

Myanmar is in the midst of its monsoon season, which begins 
in mid-May and usually ends in mid-October. The season often 
generates high winds and flash storms in delta and coastal areas.

Hence, Myanmar Maritime Police Force has raised aware-
ness of safety of boats in rainy season and has alerted the pilots 
nationwide to follow the do’s and don’ts in attempts to prevent 
tragedies.

The basic safety measures include prohibition against drunk 
driving and overloading, using good communication, ensuring 
sufficient life jackets for passengers and taking drills occasionally.

The ferry safety enforcement comes at a time when water 
levels in the rivers are rising due to recent torrential and heavy 
rainfall. It has alerted the operators of ferries to exercise extreme 

caution at a time when 
the rivers are swollen.

The amount of wa-
ter flowing through many 
rivers means the current 
is fast, strong and unpre-
dictable, and the heavy 
rainfall with squalls can 
be problematic even for 
experienced pilots of 
ships and ferries.

There were also 
several other fatal ferry 
incidents happening over 
the last twelve months, 
leaving some people dead 
because there were not 
enough life jackets.

It is questionable 
whether these accidents 
were preventable or not. 
There were not enough 
life jackets for the pas-
sengers, the navigational 
equipment was unrelia-
ble, the weather condi-
tions were harsh, the fer-

ry failed to follow the navigation rules for safety of the passengers, 
etc. The direct cause of ferry accidents is almost always human 
error and negligence.

Like thousands of people who drive buses, pilot ships or fly 
planes, the captain of the ferry holds the lives of others in their 
hands.

That demands an extra measure of care because a mistake, 
a moment of inattention or true negligence can be catastrophic.

Most of us know how easy it is to make mistakes at work and 
would be hard-pressed to draw a line between carelessness and 
the kind of negligence that is criminal.

Local authorities should launch a hotline for reporting inci-
dents of overcrowding and other safety violations, and plans to 
train local governmental officials to monitor and report unsafe 
vessels.

Ferry operators who ignore safety rules should get steeper 
fines and punishment. People should not be dying because of 
negligence.   PHOTO :  KAMAMAUNG IPRD

 A 
s the proverb goes, 
“You give a poor 
man a fish and you 
feed him for a day. 

You teach him to fish and you give 
him an occupation that will feed 
him for a lifetime.” 

People have to earn their 
living in many different ways for 
their survival. In order to enjoy 
prosperity, efforts should be 
made to conduct career guid-
ance and counseling to youths, as 
well as render vocational training 
courses for their future.

As for youths, mastering 
their respective profession is 
rather crucial in developing 
countries and 60 per cent of 
their tasks can be done if they are 
competent in their profession, 
according to reports released by 
the International Labour Organ-
ization (ILO).

Department of Labour
According to the Employ-

ment and Training Act of 1950, 
the Department of Labour has 
conducted vocational training 
courses for the development of 
Myanmar labour force. This pro-
gram has been conducted since 
1972, with the cooperation of ILO 
and the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP). 

In accordance with the 
Employment and Skills Devel-
opment Law 2013 in Myanmar, 
programmes for skills assess-

Towards a better future equipped  
with vocational training skills

By Khin Yadana
(Myanma Alinn)

ments have been made to pro-
duce skilled workers from voca-
tional training schools and skills 
assessment sectors, according 
to the Ministry of Labour, Immi-
gration and Population.

Many skilled laborers are re-
quired by different departments, 
while lack of skilled workforce 
can lead to various hindrances 
in a nation. With the aim of pro-
moting the sector of skilled la-
bourers, the Ministry of Labour, 
Immigration and Population, 
CSOs and other organizations 
at home and abroad, have been 
opening many vocational training 
schools across the country.

“We are planning to open 
many training schools in differ-
ent townships, under the aegis 
of the ministry and other inter-
national organizations,” said, U 
Kyaw Kyaw Lwin, the director of 
the Skills Development Division 
under the Department of Labour. 

Moreover, these schools of-
fer more support and time for 
trainings, such as basic welding, 
plumbing, electrical wiring, lathe 
operation, TIG gas welding, su-
pervision courses, the productiv-
ity booster course, trainer cours-
es, inspection courses, drawing 
syllabus and curriculum,” he 
added.

It is learnt that any trainee 
can attend classes at the skill 
training centres located at 298, 
Mya Nandar St, Ward 13, Yankin 
Township; Ward 43, corner of Min 
Ye Kyaw Swar Road and Bo Min 
Yaung Road, North Dagon Myo-
thit Township; and No. H-250, In-

dustrial Zone 2, Kanaung Minth-
argyi St, Pyigyitagun Township, 
Mandalay.
International Standard

“Despite having a big work-
force of youths in many towns and 
cities in Myanmar, we are cur-
rently facing shortage of skilled 
workers. Compared to interna-
tional standard, it is critically 
important for the majority of the 
workforce to possess competency 

and to recognize their skills. As 
for the State government, it is im-
perative to acknowledge and rec-
ognize the experience and skills 

of the labourers in the working 
environment, while employers 
should appraise and enhance 
capacity-building for sustaina-
ble workforce and labourers. As 
such, labourers are needed to 
develop the habit of continuous 
learning as long as they work,” 

said U Kyaw Kyaw Lwin.

Occupational competency 
standards

The Department of Labour, 
with the approval of the Cabi-
net, formed the ‘National Skills 
Standard Authority’ to develop 
occupational skills standards in 
priority occupations to facilitate 
the training, assessment and 
certification of skilled workers, 
including those currently seeking 
jobs in the labour market and 
existing skilled workers who had 
no skills-recognition certificates.

According to the framework 
of the National Skills Standard 
Authority, we can draw up oc-
cupational skills standards at 
four levels, namely Semi-skilled 
Worker (level 1), Skilled Worker 
(level 2), Advanced Skilled Work-
er (level 3), and Supervisor (level 
4). With regard to Professional 
Level (level 5), it is learnt that 
many countries can assess the 
occupational competency stand-
ards of level 5.

Enhancing capacity-building
In Myanmar, the assess-

ment of occupational competen-
cy standards is being made in 
order to enhance the skills of the 
labourers in various professions, 
such as air conditioner instal-
lation, electricity installation, 
carpenters, waiters, cashiers, 
salespersons, masons, tailors, 
mechanics, plumbers, public 
area attendants, pneumat-
ic technicians, and so on. But 
majority of the labourers find it 
difficult to secure a suitable job 
for them. Authorities concerned 
should prioritize measures for 
protection and promotion of the 

rights and skills of the workers. 
Myanmar faces major stum-
bling blocks in building a skilled 
workforce, and some of the la-
bourers are high in demand, 
such as electronic technicians, 
carpenters, construction work-
ers, hoteliers, garment factory 
workers, bankers and human 
resource specialists, according 
to a survey conducted by ILO.

As for authorities con-
cerned, it is of paramount im-
portance to upgrade the pro-
fessional level of vocational 
education due to the increas-
ing demand of employment in 
various fields. Moreover, efforts 
should be made to train as many 
youths as possible in various 
sectors utilizing various ways 
and means, such as short- and 
long-term trainings, so that they 
can find a better career prospect 
for their future.

Translated by Win Ko Ko Aung 

The basic safety 
measures in-
clude prohibition 
against drunk 
driving and over-
loading, using 
good communi-
cation, ensuring 
sufficient life jack-
ets for passengers 
and taking drills 
occasionally.

Flood Warning
(Issued at 15:00 hrs MST on 3-8-2018)

According to the (14:30) hrs MST observation today, the water 
level of   Chindwin River at Mingin is observed as about (2) feet 
below its danger level. It may reach its danger level during the 
next (2) days.

According to the (14:30) hrs MST observation today, the 
water level of   Ngawun River at Ngathaingchaung is observed 
as about (½) foot below its danger level. It may reach its danger 
level during the next (3) days.

It is especially advised that people who have settled near the 
river bank and low lying areas at Mingin and Ngathaingchaung 
townships, to take precaution measure.

Flood Bulletin
(Issued at 15:00 hrs MST on 3-8-2018)

Flood condition of Sittoung River
According to the (14:30) hrs MST observation today, the water 

level of Sittoung River has exceeded by about (4½) feet at Madauk 
above its danger level. It may fall about (1½) feet during the next 
(2) days and may remain above its danger level.
Flood condition of Thanlwin River

According to the (14:30) hrs MST observation today, the water 
level of Thanlwin River has exceeded by about (5) feet at Hpa-an 
above its danger level. It may fall about (1) foot during the next 
(2) days and may remain above its danger level.
Flood condition of Ngawun River

According to the (14:30) hrs MST observation today, the water 
level of Ngawun River has exceeded by about (½) foot at Thabaung 
above its danger level. It may rise about (½) foot during the next 
(2) days and may remain above its danger level.
Advisory

It is especially advised that people who have settled near the 
river banks and lowlying areas in Hpa-an, Thabaung townships 
and Madauk, to take precaution measure.

Myanmar Daily Weather Report
(Issued at 7:00 pm Friday 3rd August, 2018)

BAY INFERENCE: Monsoon is moderate to strong over the 
Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL AFTERNOON OF THE 4thAU-
GUST, 2018: Rain or thundershowers will be scattered in Lower 
Sagaing and Magway regions, fairly widespread in Upper Sagaing 
and Mandalay regions, Sourthern Shan and Chin states and wide-
spread in the remaining regions and states with regionally heavy 
falls in Taninthayi Region, Kayin and Mon states and isolated 
heavy falls in Upper Sagaing, Yangon and Ayeyawady regions, 
Kachin and Rakhine states. Degree of certainty is (100%).

STATE OF THE SEA: Squalls with moderate to rough seas 
are likely at times off and along Myanmar Coasts. Surface wind 
speed in squalls may reach (35) mph. Wave height will be about 
(7 - 10) feet in off and along Myanmar Coasts.

OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Strong mon-
soon over the Andaman Sea and South Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGHBOURING 
AREA FOR 4th AUGUST, 2018: Some rain or thundershowers. 
Degree of certainty is (100%).

FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING AREA 
FOR 4th AUGUST, 2018: Some rain or thundershowers. Degree 
of certainty is (100%).

FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING 
AREA FOR 4th AUGUST, 2018: Isolated rain or thundershowers. 
Degree of certainty is (100%).
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HARARE (Zimbabwe) — Zim-
babwe President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa, a former ally of 
Robert Mugabe, narrowly won 
the country’s landmark election, 
results showed early Friday, in 
an outcome set to fuel fraud 
allegations as security forces 
patrolled the streets to prevent 
protests.

Mnangagwa won 50.8 per 
cent of the vote, ahead of Nelson 
Chamisa of the opposition MDC 
party on 44.3 per cent, the Zim-
babwe Electoral Commission 
(ZEC) said.

“Mnangagwa, Emmerson 
Dambudzo, of ZANU-PF party is 
therefore duly declared elected 
president of the Republic of Zim-
babwe,” announced ZEC chair 
Priscilla Chigumba.

Mnangagwa won by the 
smallest of margins, after need-
ing more than 50 percent of the 
vote to secure victory without a 
second-round run-off.

He quickly took to Twitter to 
say he was “humbled” to have 
won the election, hailing it as a 
“new beginning” for the country.

“Though we may have been 
divided at the polls, we are unit-
ed in our dreams. This is a new 
beginning,” he said.

Since independence from 
Britain in 1980, Zimbabwe has 
known only two presidents — 
Mugabe, who ruled with an iron 
fist for 37 years, and his erstwhile 
right-hand man Mnangagwa, 
who was appointed after Mugabe 

was forced out by the military in 
November last year.

Zimbabwe was braced for 
public reaction to the election 
results — the first since the oust-
ing of Mugabe — after a deadly 
crackdown on protesters.

Six people were killed on 
Wednesday when troops fired 
live rounds against MDC dem-
onstrators alleging the vote had 
been rigged.

Soldiers and police cleared 
central Harare ahead of the re-
sults, shouting at pedestrians 
and traders to leave the area, 
as the opposition Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC) re-
peatedly alleged that ZANU-PF 
was stealing the election.
Opposition anger

Moments before the of-
ficial announcement, MDC 
spokesman Morgan Komichi 
denounced the vote count as 
“fake” as he took to the stage at 
the ZEC results centre before 
being removed by police.

After Mnangagwa was de-
clared the winner, he told AFP 
that his party rejected the out-
come. “We will take this to the 
courts,” he said.

Police and soldiers were 
on the streets of Harare over-
night, but there were no report-
ed protests and few public cele-
brations when the results were 
announced after midnight.

Turnout was high at over 80 
per cent in most of the country’s 
10 provinces.

Mnangagwa wins Zimbabwe’s first post-Mugabe election

“What they have been trying 
to do of late is to play around,” 
Chamisa told reporters hours 
before the final results.

“That is rigging, that is ma-
nipulation, trying to bastardise 
the result, and that we will not 
allow.”

On Thursday, the army had 
guarded ZANU-PF headquar-
ters, while armoured personnel 
carriers, water-cannon trucks 
and police anti-riot vans took po-
sitions outside the MDC head-
quarters.

Monday’s vote was meant 
to turn the page on years of bru-
tal repression under Mugabe, 
end Zimbabwe’s international 
isolation and attract foreign in-
vestment to revive the shattered 
economy.

Mnangagwa had promised a 

free and fair vote after the mili-
tary ushered him to power when 
Mugabe was forced to resign in 
November.

In the parliamentary elec-
tion, also held on Monday, ZANU-
PF won easily.

Before the violence, Euro-
pean Union observers declared 
they found an “un-level playing 
field and lack of trust” in the elec-
tion process.

Election observers from the 
Commonwealth issued a state-
ment after Wednesday’s clash-
es to “denounce the excessive 
use of force against unarmed 
civilians”.

“It means our suffering will 
continue,” Emion Chitsate, a se-
curity guard at a shopping centre 
in the Waterfalls district of Ha-
rare, said of the result. —AFP     

Zimbabwe since independence.  PHOTOT: AFP

ISTANBUL (Turkey)—Turkey 
was on Thursday drawing up 
retaliatory measures after 
Washington slapped sanctions 
on two Turkish ministers in 
the one of the biggest crises 
between the two NATO allies 
in recent years.

Tensions have soared over 
Turkey’s detention on terror 
charges of American pastor An-
drew Brunson, who was first held 
in October 2016 and was moved 

to house arrest last week.
The sanctions targeting Jus-

tice Minister Abdulhamit Gul and 
Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu 
freeze any property or assets on 
US soil held by the two ministers, 
and bar US citizens from doing 
business with them.

White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Sanders told journalists 
both ministers had “played lead-
ing roles in the arrest and deten-
tion of Pastor Brunson”, who led a 
Protestant church in the Aegean 
city of Izmir.

The US Treasury implement-
ed the sanctions under the 2016 
Global Magnitsky Act named af-
ter Russian lawyer Sergei Mag-
nitsky, who died in a Moscow jail, 
and which allows the US to sanc-
tion foreign officials implicated in 
rights abuses.

The Turkish foreign ministry 

warned that the move “will great-
ly damage constructive efforts” to 
solve outstanding issues.

Foreign Minister Mevlut Ca-
vusoglu, who is set to meet US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
in the next few days, said the move 
“will not go without response”.
‘Historic rupture’

The standoff appears to be 
one of the most serious crises 
between Turkey and the United 
States in modern history, along 
with the rows over the 1974 Turk-
ish invasion of Cyprus and the 
2003 US-led invasion of Iraq.

“A historic rupture,” said the 
headline in the opposition daily 
Cumhuriyet.

Soner Cagaptay, director 
of the Turkish Research Pro-
gramme at the Washington In-
stitute, told AFP the crisis had 
erupted with Turkey undergoing a 

“transformation” under Erdogan 
which has seen the country more 
closely orientating towards the 
Muslim Middle East.

But Cagaptay said Ankara 
would think twice before esca-
lating, given “the pain of the 
economic burden which is really 
costing Turkey”, and suggested 
Erdogan might seek a “graceful 
exit” from the crisis.

The sanctions rattled finan-
cial markets with the Turkish lira 
hitting five to the dollar for the 
first time in history. The currency 
has lost four percent against the 
dollar in the last week alone.

Finance Minister Berat Al-
bayrak, who is Erdogan’s son-in-
law, insisted the impact on the 
economy would be “limited” and 
said Turkey’s priority “is to solve 
the issue with diplomacy and con-
structive efforts”. —AFP     

Turkey vows retaliation in crisis with US over pastor

TRIPOLI — The United Na-
tions Support Mission in Lib-
ya (UNSMIL) said Thursday 
it held a joint working ses-
sion to discuss securing the 
upcoming Libyan elections 
scheduled for the end of this 
year.

“UNSMIL facilitated a 
joint meeting in UN Tripo-
li and Tunis HQs, bringing 
the international commu-
nity together with the High 
National Elections Commis-
sions (HNEC) Libya and the 
Libyan Ministry of Interior, 
to discuss the necessary 
provisions for election se-
curity,” the mission said in 
a statement.

The mission gave no 
further details on the spe-
cific plan to secure the 
elections.

Paris in May hosted a 
meeting on Libya with the 
participation of different 
Libyan parties to end the 
political crisis.

The parties agreed to 
hold and commit themselves 
to “credible” presidential 
and parliamentary elections 
slated for 10 December.

Despite a UN-spon-
sored political agreement 
signed in December 2015, 
Libya remains politically 
divided between rival au-
thorities in the east and 
west of the country, both 
competing for legitimacy. 
—Xinhua     

UN holds joint 
working session 
on securing 
Libyan elections

US pastor Craig Brunson was 
moved to house arrest last 
week.  PHOTO: AFP
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Pope says death 
penalty ‘inadmissable’

Francis has long opposed capital punishment, saying in June 2016 that “it doesn’t give justice to victims, but 
it feeds vengeance” and arguing that the biblical commandment “thou shall not kill” applies equally to the 
innocent and the guilty.  PHOTOP: AFP

White House spokesperson Sarah Sanders (Rear) attends a press briefing 
at the White House in Washington D.C., the United States on 2 August 
2018.  PHOTO: XINHUA

White House: Trump responds to Kim’s letter, 
reply to be delivered “shortly”
WASHINGTON —  The White 
House said on Thursday that US 
President Donald Trump has 
responded to a new letter from 
Kim Jong Un, top leader of the 
Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea (DPRK), and Trump’s 
letter will be delivered “shortly.”

In a press briefing, White 
House spokesperson Sarah Sand-
ers said “we have responded to 
Chairman Kim’s letter, the pres-
ident has, and that letter will be 

delivered shortly.”
Refusing to reveal the con-

tents of the two letters, Sanders 
only said that the letters “ad-
dressed their commitment from 
their joint statement” made in 
the Singapore summit.

“They are going to continue 
to work together towards com-
plete and total denuclearization,” 
she said.

Trump earlier tweeted that 
he looks forward to seeing Kim 

“soon.”  However, Sanders said 
that although the White House 
is “certainly open to that dis-
cussion,” there is not “a second 
meeting that is currently locked 
in or finalized.”

Speaking of the DPRK’s re-
patriation of the remains of fallen 
US soldiers from the 1950-1953 
Korean War, Sanders said that the 
US side was “incredibly grateful 
and thankful.”

“We are going to continue to 
work with North Korea,” she said, 
referring to the DPRK.

Earlier on Thursday, Sand-
ers said in a statement that 
Trump has received a letter 
from Kim, and “the ongoing cor-
respondence between the two 
leaders is aimed at following up 
on their meeting in Singapore 
and advancing the commitments 
made in the US-DPRK joint state-
ment.” Trump also thanked Kim 
via Twitter for returning the re-
mains of fallen US soldiers from 
the Korean War.— Xinhua 

Britain’s Hunt warns 
of “no deal” outcome 
to Brexit talks
VIENNA — British Foreign 
Secretary Jeremy Hunt has 
warned that the Brexit process 
could come to a close without a 
deal reached by Britain and the 
European Union (EU), during 
a visit to Vienna on Wednesday.

Hunt was joined at a press 
conference by his Austrian 
counterpart Karin Kneissl fol-
lowing talks between the two, 
saying a collapse in negotia-
tions with the EU is a distinct 
possibility that Britain is pre-
paring for.

A “no deal” would have a 
“profound impact on the rela-
tions between Britain and EU 
countries for a generation,” he 
said. In addition, it would be 
a “geo-strategic mistake,” he 
added.

He said an extension of the 
Brexit negotiations is unlikely, 

however, given that neither the 
British parliament or the pop-
ulace would likely accept this.

Kneissl said Austria too 
is preparing for a number of 
potential scenarios, and noted 
that the negotiations cannot 
be skirted around, and must 
be conducted as per relevant 
commission guidelines.

Hunt noted Austria’s cur-
rent key role in the Presidency 
of the Council of the European 
Union, and said the good rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries should provide positive 
impetus in finding a workable 
solution.

The EU and Britain have 
common values and should 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder, he 
said, though noting that the 
time remaining for a solution 
is now “very short.”— Xinhua 

ROME — Pope Francis has de-
clared the death penalty “inad-
missible” in an update of Catholic 
believers’ most important guide 
to Church teaching, the cate-
chism, the Vatican said Thursday.

“The Church teaches, in the 
light of the Gospel, that ‘the death 
penalty is inadmissible because 
it is an attack on the inviolability 
and dignity of the person’,” the 
new text states.

The move comes after dec-
ades of hardening opposition 
from the Church to capital pun-
ishment, with Francis and his 
predecessors Benedict XVI and 
John Paul II all making similar 
pleas for it to be stopped.

John Paul II called for its 
abolition on a visit to the United 
States in 1999, while Benedict XVI 
said there was “the need to do 
everything possible to eliminate 
capital punishment,” without 
ever going as far as to ask for an 
edit of the catechism.

The  Community  o f 
Sant’Egidio, an association that 
represents Christians in 70 coun-
tries and a long-time campaign-
er against the death penalty, ex-
pressed “joy” at the move.

“The Pope’s decision is a 
further push to the Church and 

Catholics, beginning with the 
Gospel, to respect the sacredness 
of human life and to work in every 
continent towards the abolish-
ment of this inhuman practice,” 
the association said.

More than two-thirds of 
countries — including most 
predominantly Catholic states 
— have abolished or suspended 
judicial killings.

However, human rights or-
ganisation Amnesty International 
recorded at least 2,591 death sen-
tences in 53 countries and nearly 
1,000 executions in 2017 alone.

Amnesty says that those 
figures exclude China, which it 
claims does not make public an-
nouncements on the thousands of 
death sentences it passes.
 
‘Increasing awareness’ 

Francis approved the change 
to the catechism, which covers a 
wide range of moral and social 
issues, during a meeting in May 
with the head of the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith 
— Cardinal Luis Ladaria -- the 
Church’s doctrinal watchdog.

In an explanatory letter to 
bishops, Ladaria says that the 
update highlights “the clearer 
awareness of the Church for the 

respect due to every human life”.
The update also says the 

Church will “work with deter-
mination” for the abolition of the 
death penalty worldwide, added 
Ladaria. “Recourse to the death 
penalty on the part of legitimate 
authority, following a fair trial, 
was long considered an appro-
priate response to the gravity of 
certain crimes and an acceptable, 
albeit extreme, means of safe-
guarding the common good,” the 
new text says.

“Today, however, there is an 

increasing awareness that the 
dignity of the person is not lost 
even after the commission of very 
serious crimes.”

Francis has long opposed the 
death penalty, saying that the ex-
ecution of a human being is fun-
damentally against the teachings 
of Christ because, by definition, 
it excludes the possibility of re-
demption. He has shown concern 
for prisoners, whom he regularly 
visits, advocating for their reha-
bilitation into society.

Speaking in October, he ac-

knowledged that the Vatican itself 
had historically had “recourse 
to the extreme and inhuman 
remedy” of judicial execution, 
but said past doctrinal errors 
should be put aside. “It doesn’t 
give justice to victims, but it feeds 
vengeance,” he said in June 2016, 
arguing that the biblical com-
mandment “thou shall not kill” 
applies to the innocent as well as 
the guilty. Francis has also called 
for an “international consensus” 
on the abolition of capital punish-
ment.—AFP     
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ASEAN FMs hail 15th anniversary of 
ASEAN-China strategic partnership

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi (6th L) attends the China-ASEAN 
foreign ministers’ meeting in Singapore on 2 August 2018.  PHOTO: XINHUA

SINGAPORE — Foreign 
ministers of member coun-
tries of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) on Thursday 
welcomed the commemo-
ration of the 15th anniver-
sary of the ASEAN-China 
strategic partnership this 
year.

China and ASEAN 
forged a strategic partner-
ship for peace and prosper-
ity in 2003.

In a joint communique 
released at the ASEAN for-
eign ministers’ meeting, 
the ministers also hailed 
an upcoming ASEAN-Chi-
na maritime exercise, say-
ing the exercise in October 
will enhance confidence 
and trust among the ASE-
AN and Chinese navies.

The ministers said 
they looked forward to 
the adoption of the ASE-
AN-China Strategic Part-
nership Vision 2030 at the 
ASEAN-China summit in 
Singapore in November, as 
well as the designation of 
the year 2019 as the ASE-
AN-China Year of Media 

Exchanges.
The ministers said 

they warmly welcomed the 
continued improving coop-
eration between ASEAN 
and China and were en-
couraged by the progress 
of the substantive nego-
tiations toward the early 
conclusion of an effective 
Code of Conduct (COC) in 
the South China Sea on a 
mutually-agreed timeline.

They noted that ASE-
AN member states and 
China had agreed on a sin-
gle draft COC negotiating 
text at an ASEAN-China 
senior officials’ meeting 
on the implementation 
of the Declaration on the 
Conduct of Parties in the 
South China Sea in Chang-
sha, China, on June 27.

Discussions at Thurs-
day’s ASEAN foreign min-

isters’ meeting focused on 
continued efforts to build 
a resilient and innovative 
ASEAN, ASEAN’s rela-
tions with external part-
ners, including through 
ASEAN-led platforms, and 
the importance of ASEAN 
Centrality and unity amidst 
rapid changes in Southeast 
Asia and beyond, accord-
ing to the joint commu-
nique. —Xinhua 

Who were the Russian 
journalists killed in CAR?

Cambodia reports sharp 
rise in dengue fever 
cases in H1, killing 10
PHNOM PENH — Cam-
bodia had reported a total 
of 5,284 dengue fever cas-
es in the first six months 
of 2018, a 234 per cent rise 
compared with 1,580 cas-
es over the same period 
last year, according to a 
dengue fever report on 
Friday. The incidence 
rate was 31.7 cases out 
of 100,000 people, said 
the report released by 
the National Center for 
Parasitology, Entomology 
and Malaria Control.

The report said the 
dengue virus killed 10 
people during the Janu-
ary-June period this year, 
up from only one death 
over the same period last 
year. Huy Rekol, director 
of the National Center for 
Parasitology, Entomolo-
gy and Malaria Control, 
said dengue fever cases 
spiked according to the 
seasonal variation of the 
climate and over 71 per  
cent of the patients were 
children aged between 
five and 14 years old.

“The fatal cases 

occurred (this year) be-
cause parents had sent 
their ill children to hospi-
tals late, or sought med-
ical treatment at private 
places that made the 
condition of the disease 
become more severe, so 
when they transferred 
their severely ill kids to 
public hospitals, it was too 
late,” he said in the report.

He added that par-
ents should send their 
children to the nearest 
public hospital within 48 
hours after they suspect 
that their kids are infect-
ed with a dengue virus.

Dengue is a viral 
disease transmitted by 
Aedes mosquitoes. The 
disease causes an acute 
illness that usually follows 
symptoms such as head-
ache, fever, exhaustion, 
severe muscle and joint 
pain, swollen glands, vom-
iting and rash.

In Cambodia, the 
peak of dengue epidem-
ic period is in the rainy 
season from May to Oc-
tober.— Xinhua 

Russian journalists Alexander Rastorguyev, Kirill Radchenko and Orkhan Dzhemal were 
killed in the Central African Republic.  PHOTO: AFP

MOSCOW —  The three 
Russians killed in the Cen-
tral African Republic had 
followed very different ca-
reer paths before uniting 
on a daring journalistic 
assignment to report on 
the shadowy Russian mer-
cenary group Wagner.

Journalist Orkhan 
Dzhemal was an experi-
enced war reporter who 
worked for liberal and op-
position media, while cam-
eraman Kirill Radchenko 
had worked in Syria for 
pro-Kremlin media.

Director Alexander 
Rastorguyev had won 
awards for no-holds-
barred documentaries 
about life in Russia.
‘I love war’

Journalist Dzhemal, 
who died at 51, suffered 
a serious leg injury from 
shelling in Libya in 2011 
while reporting on the 

conflict for Izvestia news-
paper.

In one of his last in-
terviews to Radio Liberty 
he said: “I love war. You 
go and you touch history.”

He recalled that after 
recovering from his injury 
in Libya, he went to east-
ern Ukraine, where he 
covered the conflict from 
both sides of the frontline.

“If something blows 
up now somewhere, I will 
definitely go,” he said, 
saying that for him “jour-
nalism is a profession that 
allows you to be free”.

He worked for No-
vaya Gazeta as a special 
correspondent and for 
many other newspapers 
and magazines. In 2008 he 
published a book about the 
brief war between Georgia 
and Russia.

In a tribute video 
broadcast by independent 

television channel Dozhd 
on Wednesday, journal-
ist Mikhail Fishman said 
Dzhemal had a “particular 
lack of fear”.

Dzhemal’s late father 
Geidar was a philosopher 
and Muslim preacher. His 
former wife and the moth-
er of his son Irina Gordi-
yenko is a Novaya Gazeta 
journalist.
 ‘Unflinching’ 

Director Rastorguyev, 
who died at 47, won awards 
for his documentaries, 
which also attracted plen-
ty of criticism for shocking 
scenes.

His film “Tender’s 
Heat. Wild, Wild Beach,” 
co-directed with Vitaly 
Mansky and Susanna 
Baranzhiyeva, followed an 
eccentric group of charac-
ters on Black Sea beaches.

Variety called it “fre-
quently grotesque but ad-

mirably unflinching” and 
it won a special jury award 
at the Amsterdam Interna-
tional Documentary Film 
Festival in 2006.

Mansky told Dozhd’s 
tribute video that Ras-
torguyev was “maybe the 
most outstanding chroni-
cler of the crazy, in some 
ways pointless and cruel 
life in Russia.”

“I urge everyone now 
to drop everything and 

watch his films.”
Rastorguyev in a 2013 

interview with The Village 
website said that “any art 
form tries to shed light on 
the real state of things, 
which is hidden from most 
people.”

He took part in a 
high-profile project called 
Srok, a series of short 
Internet films about the 
Russian protest movement 
including opposition leader 

Alexei Navalny.
He was detained at a 

2011 protest against Pu-
tin’s return to the Kremlin.

At the time of his death 
he was making a film with 
Pyotr Verzilov of the Pussy 
Riot punk group.

He began his career 
working for television in his 
home town of Rostov-on-
Don, where he continued 
to live and work and where 
his parents live.—AFP     
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S T O C K H O L M — R e -
searchers expressed 
concern Thursday about 
the rapid pace of climate 
change, after a glacier 
on Sweden’s Kebnekai-
se mountain melted so 
much in sweltering Arctic 
temperatures that it is no 
longer the country’s high-

est point.
“It’s quite scary,” 

Gunhild Ninis Rosqvist, 
a Stockholm University 
geography professor who 
has been measuring the 
glacier for many years as 
part of climate change re-
search, told AFP.

“This glacier is a sym-

bol for all the glaciers in the 
world. This whole environ-
ment is melting, the snow 
is melting, and it affects 
the entire ecosystem: the 
plants, the animals, the 
climate, everything,” said 
Rosqvist, who is also the 
head of the Tarfala re-
search station near Keb-

Concern for climate as Sweden’s highest peak melts away
nekaise.

“You see the effects of 
climate change so clearly 
here. And for Sweden, Ke-
bnekaise’s southern peak 
is such an iconic symbol.”

A popular tourist des-
tination located in Swe-
den’s far north, Kebnekaise 
has two main peaks — a 
southern one covered by a 
glacier and a neighbouring, 
northern one free of ice.

The southern peak 
lost four metres (13 feet) 
of snow between July 2 and 
July 31.

“It looked different 
this year. The snow was 
melting, the glacier sur-
face has never been as 
low as it is now. I saw 
meltwater trickling down 
the sides, I’ve never seen 
that before,” Rosqvist 
said.

When measured ear-
ly Tuesday, the southern 
peak reached 2,097 me-
tres above sea level, just 
20 centimetres higher than 

the northern tip’s 2096.8 
metres.

On a daily basis in July, 
the southern peak lost an 
average 14 centimetres 
of snow, as Sweden reg-
istered record hot tem-
peratures that triggered 
dozens of wildfires across 
the country, even in the 
Arctic Circle. On Thursday 
Rosqvist said the southern 
peak was most certainly 
lower than the northern 
peak.

“We haven’t gone up 
today to measure it, but 
we’ve checked the tem-
perature and it was really 
warm yesterday, it was 
over 20 degrees C (68 F) 
so it has surely melted”, 
below the level of the north-
ern peak, she said.

Rosqvist and her team 
will measure the peak 
again around September 
8, “when the summer is 
over.”

“It could easily be a 
metre under the northern 

peak by the end of sum-
mer.”

—‘Extreme heat more 
common’—

The southern glacier, 
whose height has been 
registered since 1880, has 
been melting by one metre 
every year over the past 
two decades, according to 
Stockholm University.

The glacier could grow 
this coming winter and the 
southern peak could even 
rise above the northern 
peak again, before some 
of it melts away next sum-
mer if the weather is warm.

According to Martin 
Hedberg, meteorologist at 
the Swedish Weather and 
Climate Centre, “extreme 
heat is 100 times more 
common today than it was 
during the 1950s, 60s and 
70s” globally.

“The temperature 
differences between the 
Arctic and the Mediterra-
nean are narrowing,” he 
told AFP. —AFP      
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CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V RU YI SONG VOY. NO. (48)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V RU YI SONG 
VOY. NO. (48) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 5-8-2018 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of M.I.T.T-5 where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S COSCO SHIPPING 
SPECIALIZED CARRIERS CO, LTD.

Phone No: 2301928

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V GSS YANGON VOY. NO. (1088 S/N)
Consignees of cargo carried on M.V GSS YANGON 

VOY. NO. (1088 S/N) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 4-8-2018 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S NEW GOLDEN SEA 
SHIPPING

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V AREZOO VOY. NO. (SCY1037)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V AREZOO 
VOY. NO. (SCY1037) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 4-8-2018 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of M.I.T.T where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S LAND AND SEA 
SHIPPING LINE

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V HUNSA BHUM VOY. NO. (423)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V HUNSA 
BHUM VOY. NO. (423) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 4-8-2018 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of M.I.T.T/A.I.P.T where it 
will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S REGIONAL CONTAINER 
LINES

Phone No: 2301185

TRADEMARK CAUTION 
Sankei Industry Co., Ltd., a corporation incorporated in 
Japan, and having its registered office at 305, Takano, 
Ritto-shi , Shiga, Japan, is the owner and proprietor of the 
following Trademark: 

 
 

Reg. No 4/3653/1999 (9 Sept 1999) 
 

In respect of “Steering and suspension parts for 
automobiles, such as tie rod end, rack end, side rod assy, 
ball joint, center link, inner arm shaft kit, idler arm, pitman 
arm, bell crank, lower control arm assy, cross rod, drag 
link; other automobile parts” in International Class 12. 
Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable 
imitation of the said Mark shall be dealt with according to 
law. 
 

Daw La Min May, H.G.P 
For Sankei Industry Co., Ltd., 
C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,             

Level 8A, Union Financial Centre (UFC),                          
Corner of Mahabandoola Road and Thein Phyu Road,  

Botahtaung Township, Yangon, 
 The Republic of the Union of Myanmar. 

Dated 4th August 2018                      lmm@kcyangon.com 
 

4 ” × 2 columns × USD 50  = USD 400 

A handout picture released by Stockholm University, taken on July 31, shows Gunhild Ninis 
Rosqvist, a Stockholm University geography professor making measurements of the glacier 
atop Sweden’s highest point on the southern peak of the Kebnekaise mountain in Sweden’s 
far north.  PHOTO: AFP
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Art of cinema comes 
alive in basement of 
Iraq aficionado
KIRKUK (Iraq)—From black-
and-white musicals to action 
movies, Abdel Qader al-Ayoubi 
screens films and exhibits par-
aphernalia of the art form in 
his basement in the Iraqi city 
of Kirkuk, a cinema-free zone.

Ayoubi has scoured the 
country to collect 8 mm, 16 mm 
and 35-mm reels of old films, 
projectors, screens and archive 
materials from second-hand 
dealers, sometimes at exorbi-
tant prices.

Back in the 1970s, the city 
of Kirkuk was home to five cin-
emas: the Khayyam, Hamra, 
Alamein, Atlas and the Sala-
heddin, the educational advisor 
and longtime movie enthusiast 
told AFP.

The silver screen pulled in 
audiences in towns across Iraq, 
until 1980 when war broke out 
with Iran, marking the start of 
decades of conflict.

It was only in December 
that Baghdad declared victory 
after a three-year battle against 
the Islamic State group.

While the level of violence 
has declined sharply, the rich 
cultural life long associated 
with Iraq has struggled to make 
a return.

More than a decade of 
sanctions following Saddam 
Hussein’s 1990 invasion of Ku-
wait, as well as long periods of 
militia and jihadist dominance 
after the 2003 US-led invasion 
that toppled the dictator, have 
ensured an end to the golden 
age of cinema in Iraq.

The cinema experience in 
the country is now restricted to 
multi-screen theatres in shop-
ping malls of Baghdad and the 

main southern city of Basra.
In oil-rich Kirkuk, which 

is home to Kurdish, Arab and 
Turkmen communities, “all the 
movie theatres have closed, for 
different reasons but mainly 
because of security concerns”, 
said 59-year-old Ayoubi.
Purring projector 

Only in the basement of his 
home can a Kirkuk cinemagoer 
experience the whirring of the 
film reel and the purring of the 
projector’s fan.

Ghassan Hawwa, an oil 
sector worker who remembers 
the days of the Atlas and Ham-
ra cinemas, is a regular in the 
audience on leatherette seats 
at the weekly rendezvous in the 
basement.

“Today, everybody watches 
DVDs or goes on the internet,” 
sighed Hawwa, who along with 
a cluster of co-enthusiasts aim 
to bring cinema back to life in 
Kirkuk.

Action and horror flicks 
are a hit at Ayoubi’s cinema 
but his personal favourites are 
the Arabic movies, the musi-
cal comedies of the 1950s and 
1960s, or the good old-fashioned 
love stories.

Foreign films are also on 
the programme, such as the 
Spaghetti Westerns whose 
posters plaster the walls of his 
small museum that is open to 
the public on weekends and 
public holidays.

Ayoubi guides visitors 
around his museum, giving the 
history of the reels, projectors 
and other cinema parapherna-
lia to a new generation “who 
know nothing of the cinema 
world of old”. —AFP     

A movie plays in the basement museum of Abdel Qader al-Ayoubi in 
Kirkuk  PHOTO: AFP

NEW YORK—Pop stars Aria-
na Grande and Shawn Mendes 
will be among the perform-
ers at the MTV Video Music 
Awards on 20 August, the net-
work announced Thursday.

Announcing the first 
batch of appearances for 
the live broadcast from New 
York, MTV said Grande would 

sing “God Is a Woman,” the 
25-year-old former child star’s 
newly mature track about the 
delights of sex.

The awards will come 
three days after Grande re-
leases her fourth album, 
“Sweetener.”

MTV also said that rap-
per Logic would perform live 

Ariana Grande, Mendes among 
performers at MTV awards

Pop star Ariana Grande - performing here at the Washington DC March 
for Our Lives rally in March 2018 - will sing “God Is a Woman” about 
the delights of sex at the MTV Video Music Awards.  PHOTO :AFP

for the first time his new song 
“One Day” alongside featured 
artist Ryan Tedder, the singer 
of pop group OneRepublic.

MTV earlier announced 
that Jennifer Lopez would 
receive an award named af-
ter Michael Jackson for her 
lifetime contributions to pop 
culture.

The bilingual New York-
born diva will appear at the 
awards for the first time since 
2001.

Rapper Cardi B is the 
frontrunner at the latest 
VMAs, narrowly taking more 
nominations than Jay-Z and 
Beyonce for their Louvre-shot 
video “Apeshit” and Childish 
Gambino for his politically 
charged “This Is America.”

But unlike the indus-
try-led Grammys, the VMAs 
prides itself on outrageous 
made-for-television moments 
with less focus on who wins the 
awards. —AFP     

AJACCIO (France) — Tucked 
away on a side street near the 
Corsican home where Napole-
on Bonaparte was born, a mini 
museum invites young minds 
to relive the French emperor’s 
story — through scenes pains-
takingly built from hundreds of 
Playmobil figurines.

Frederic  P ier rot ,  a 
53-year-old IT entrepreneur, 
came up with the idea a few 
years ago as a way to pay hom-
age to the Mediterranean is-
land’s most famous son while 
“rediscovering the historical 
reconstructions I did when I 
was 10 years old”.

“I wanted an original idea, 
far from all the digital technolo-
gy offerings,” he said, of his Na-
porama museum in the island’s 
capital, Ajaccio.

Using pieces from his vast 
Playmobil collection, he began 
customising the figurines with 
paper, raffia and even hand-
made accessories to create 
historically accurate scenes 
and characters.

For 20 euros ($23) fans can 
buy their own made-to-order 
Napoleon or his wife Josephine.

Giving guided tours, Pierrot 

sharpens his visitors’ curiosi-
ty with little known anecdotes 
while sketching out the events 
which changed the course of 
history.

“When he was 13 years old, 
Napoleon organised a snowball 
fight which lasted three days 
at the Brienne military school” 
in northeast France, he said, 
during a recent visit.

“For historians, these days 
already gave a hint of the future 
chief ’s character.”

Next up are reconstruc-
tions, beginning with the 1793 
Siege of Toulon, where the 
young general showed his stra-
tegic flair, and ending with his 
crowning as emperor in 1804.

The tone is unabashedly up-
beat -- there is no reproduction 
of his disastrous final defeat at 
Waterloo, for instance — with 
tales of courage, friendship and 
a bit of coquetry.

“It’s funny when we see 
(Emmanuel) Macron and his 
wife today,” Pierrot says, re-
ferring to the age difference 
between the French president 
and his wife, Brigitte, 25 years 
his senior.

“But for their civil wed-

ding, Josephine de Beauhar-
nais declared herself five years 
younger than her real age, while 
Napoleon made himself older so 
they could hide their (six-year) 
age difference.”
‘A child’s dream’ 

The episode leads to the 
tale of Napoleon’s coronation, 
when a rushed church wedding 
had to be arranged after Jose-
phine informed the pope that 
they were not yet married in the 
eyes of God.

Napoleon was so annoyed 
that he made sure only civil wed-
dings had any legal foundation 
in French law when he laid out 
what would become known as 
the Napoleonic Code.

Pierrot also has another 
trick to keep visitors on their 
toes. Hidden among the Playmo-
bil models are characters who 
don’t belong: Harry Potter, Yoda, 
Sherlock Holmes, a Pokemon...

“All right kids, learn how 
to keep your eyes peeled,” he 
tells them.

“That’s what I liked best,” 
says Maxence, a seven-year-
old from the French city of St. 
Etienne visiting his grandmoth-
er. —AFP     

Playing with history: Corsica’s 
Playmobil homage to Napoleon   
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Drinking more than 14 units of alcohol a week could probably cause 
increased risk of developing dementia. PHOTO:  XINHUA

Heavy drinking, long-term abstinence 
could both contribute to dementia risk
LONDON — Whether you drink 
more than 14 units of alcohol a 
week or totally abstain from it 
during middle age, you could 
probably at increased risk of de-
veloping dementia, according to 
a study released Thursday by 
the University College London 
(UCL).

Researchers from French 
national institute of health and 
medical research (INSERM) 
and UCL investigated the asso-
ciation between midlife alcohol 
consumption and risk of dementia 
into early old age.

Their findings are based on 
9,087 British civil servants aged 
between 35 and 55 in 1985 who 

were taking part in the Whitehall 
II Study, which is looking at the 
impact of social, behavioural, and 
biological factors on long-term 
health.

Participants were assessed 
at regular intervals between 1985 
and 1993 on their alcohol con-
sumption and alcohol depend-
ence. Alcohol consumption tra-
jectories between 1985 and 2004 
were also used to examine the 
association of long-term alcohol 
consumption and risk of demen-
tia from midlife to early old age.

Of the 9,087 participants, 397 
cases of dementia were recorded 
over an average follow-up period 
of 23 years, and average age at 

dementia diagnosis was 76 years, 
according to the study.

The researchers found that 
abstinence in midlife or drinking 
more than 14 units a week was 
associated with a higher risk of 
dementia compared with drink-
ing one to 14 units of alcohol a 
week, said Severine Sabia from 
UCL and INSERM.

Meanwhile, among those 
drinking above 14 units a week of 
alcohol, every seven unit a week 
increase in consumption was as-
sociated with 17 per cent increase 
in dementia risk, said Sabia.

In Britain, 14 units of alcohol 
a week is now the recommended 
maximum limit for both men and 

women, but many countries still 
use a much higher threshold to 
define harmful drinking.

However, the researchers 
said that this is an observational 
study, so no firm conclusions can 

be drawn about cause and effect, 
and they cannot rule out the pos-
sibility that some of the risk may 
be due to unmeasured factors.

The study has been published 
in the journal BMJ.—Xinhua     

Scientist explains why Russian women seldom fly to space

Svetlana Savitskaya (center) became the second woman in space some 19 years after Valentina 
Tereshkova  PHOTO: TASS

MOSCOW — Two factors explain 
why Russian women seldom fly 
to space - national mentality and 
subjective low self-esteem, the 
chief of a section at the Russian 
Academy of Sciences’ Institute 
of Biomedical Problems, Mark 
Belakovsky, told TASS on Thurs-
day.

Earlier it was announced 
that more than ten aspirants 
had gone through the full cycle of 
selection for the team of Russian 
cosmonauts but there were no 
women among them.

“There are no obstacles to 
women’s space missions from 

the physiological point of view. I 
believe there are two hindrances 
that can explain why there are 
no Russian women among the 
crewmembers of the Interna-
tional Space Station: national 
mentality and subjective low 
self-esteem,” Belakovsky said.

The IBMP has invariably 
supported the idea of women’s 
participation in space missions.

“In 1980 the chief medi-
cal commission selected four 
women medics - Galina Amel-
kina, Yelena Dobrokvashina, 
Tamara Zakharova and Larisa 

Pozharskaya, who worked at 
IBMP’s research laboratories. 
All were awarded the cosmo-
naut-researcher status. Their 
training lasted up to 1993. The 
sole reason why none of them 
participated in space flights 
was the flights’ program was 
changed,” Belakovsky said.

Also, he mentioned as an ex-
ample the Luna-2015 experiment 
imitating a flight to the Moon, in 
which a crew of six women spent 
eight days in a sealed room.

“We formed this crew on 
purpose to draw attention to the 
importance of women’s space 

flights. The participants in 
the experiment did a good 
job. Later on some of them 
took part in the experiment 
SIRIUS-17 [Scientific Inter-
national Research in Unique 
Terrestrial Station]. Others 
now provide assistance in con-
ducting a four-month isolation 
experiment,” Belakovsky said.

He also mentioned Anna 
Kikina, a member of the cos-
monauts training team, who 
earlier successfully partici-
pated in the experiment SIR-
IUS-17.
On recruitment of women 
into cosmonaut training 
team

The 17th recruitment into 
the cosmonaut team in March 
2017 was open. Applications 
were accepted from Russian 
citizens under 35 years of age 
having higher education and 
engineering, research or flight 
specialties.

Women filed more appli-
cations than before.

In the previous recruit-
ment in 2012 (the first open 
one) eight aspirants were 
selected from a group of 304 
volunteers. Six of them are 
in the cosmonaut team now. 
Anna Kikina was among the 
contenders. She is the only 
woman in the cosmonaut 
team at the moment. Kikina 
has participated in no space 
missions so far. In the history 
of Soviet and Russian space 
research only four women 
have been to space - Valentina 
Tereshkova, Svetlana Savit-
skaya, Yelena Kondakova and 
Yelena Serova. —Tass     

Engine flaw 
delays Boeing 
test of crew 
capsule to 2019

TAMPA — An engine flaw dis-
covered during a launchpad test 
of Boeing’s Starliner spaceship, 
designed to carry humans to the 
International Space Station, has 
delayed its first crew test flight 
until next year.

The problem involved fail-
ures with several abort engines 
that did not close as planned and 
allowed propellant to leak, com-
pany officials said in a conference 
call on Wednesday. “We are confi-
dent we identified the root cause 
and are implementing corrective 
actions now,” said vice president 
and program manager of Boeing’s 
commercial crew program John 
Mulholland, indicating that “mi-
nor design changes” are under 
way. The setback means the first 
crewed test flight will be pushed 
back to the middle of 2019, he said. 
Initially, the first test flights with 
people on board were scheduled 
to take place late in 2018.  Both 
Boeing and SpaceX are building 
spaceships to transport astro-
nauts and restore US access to 
the space station, a capacity lost 
when the shuttle program was 
retired in 2011, as planned after 
30 years of operation.

It is unclear when these 
first flights will happen. A report 
issued last month by a US gov-
ernment auditor said Boeing and 
SpaceX are unlikely to be able to 
send astronauts to the ISS next 
year, resulting in a possible gap 
in the US presence on the space-
craft.—AFP     



SPORT 4   AUGUST 2018
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR16

BUENOS AIRES — Just two 
weeks after a punishing knock-
out loss to Filipino great Man-
ny Pacquiao, Argentine former 
WBA welterweight champion 
Lucas Matthysse announced his 
retirement on Thursday.

“Today I decided to hang 
up the gloves, another stage in 
my life is beginning,” said the 
35-year-old Matthysse, who ends 
his 43-fight career with a record 
of 38 wins, 36 inside the distance, 
for just five defeats and one no 
contest.

Matthysse’s last fight was a 
seventh round stoppage loss to 
Pacquiao in Kuala Lumpur, in 
which the previously explosive 
Argentine looked past his best.

“Pacquiao is a great boxer, I 
lost to a legend,” he said.

“I’m proud to have stayed 

LOS ANGELES — Ian Poulter, 
gunning for a spot on the Euro-
pean Ryder Cup team, fired an 
eight-under par 62 on Thursday 
to grab the first-round lead in 
the World Golf Championships 
Bridgestone Invitational in Ohio.

The English golfer, who 
won the Houston Open in April, 
had eight birdies without a bo-
gey to hold a one-stroke lead 
over Americans Kyle Stanley 
and Rickie Fowler.

Eight-time Bridgestone 
winner Tiger Woods, North-
ern Ireland Star Rory McIl-
roy, former world number 
one Jason Day and US Open 
champion Brooks Koepka were 
among the 19 players within 
four strokes of Poulter on a 
talent-laden leaderboard.

“My whole game was great 
today,” said Poulter, who hit 
12 of 14 fairways and 14 of 18 
greens in regulation.

“Whenever you shoot 
eight-under par you’ve gen-
erally done a lot of good stuff.

“I did very well tee to 
green, proximity to the pin, I 
rolled a few nice putts in. As 
silly as it sounds, I would have 
liked to have nicked another 
couple. But any time you shoot 

eight-under par on this golf 
course it’s a great round of 
golf.”

Poulter admitted he found 
extra motivation from his lack 
of success in previous trips 
to Firestone Country Club in 
Akron.

In his last six appearances 
his best finish was a tie for 17th 
in 2015.

“I looked at my stats over 
the last 15 attempts at this 
place, and they’re not very 
good,” he said. “So today I was 
a bit more aggressive and it 
paid off.”

After his lowest round ever 
on the PGA Tour, Poulter said a 
“good change in mindset” and 
“a good cleanup from behind 
the scenes” had contributed 
to a solid year that has seen 
him climb to 32nd in the world 
rankings.

“It’s a Ryder Cup year,” he 
said. “I want to play in it and I 
need to play some good golf.”

He’ll have to keep playing 
good golf to hold off a bevy of 
talented chasers.

Stanley set the early target 
with his 63, and he was joined 
at seven-under by a bogey-free 
Fowler.

Spain’s Jon Rahm, South 
Korean Kim Si-woo and Amer-
ican Patrick Cantlay shared 
fourth on 64.

McIlroy headed a group 
of six on 65 that also included 
Day, India’s Anirban Lahiri 
and American Justin Thomas 
-- who defends his PGA Cham-
pionship title next week at the 
final major of the year.
Woods fights to 66

Woods, the 14-time major 
champion who is seeking his 
first victory since winning the 
2013 Bridgestone Invitational, 
had five birdies with one bogey 
at his final hole to lead a group 
on 66 that also included Koep-
ka and Mickelson.

“I kind of fought out a 
score today, which is good,” 
said Woods, who said solid 
putting helped make up for 
the fact that his ball-striking 
wasn’t all it could have been.

In ideal scoring conditions, 
45 of the 71-player field fin-
ished under par.

“We won’t find the golf 
course on any easier day so 
you really needed to take ad-
vantage of it,” said McIlroy, 
who thought he made the most 
of his chances. “Any time you 

Poulter leads Bridgestone 
with 62, Woods four back

can get around this golf course 
with no bogeys it’s a good day,” 
he said. “I scrambled when I 

needed to. I felt like I took ad-
vantage of most of the chances 
I gave myself.” —AFP  

Fourteen-time major champion Tiger Woods is seeking his first victory 
since 2013 and said solid putting helped compensate for his ball-
striking.  PHOTO : AFP

After Pacquiao loss, ex-WBA champ 
Matthysse calls time on career

at the top for 10 years fighting 
the best in the world.” He won 
the WBA welterweight title in 
January with an eighth round 
knockout of Thailand’s Tewa 
Kiram.

He previously held the in-
terim WBC super-lightweight 
title but was narrowly beaten by 
American Danny Garcia in Las 
Vegas in 2013 when challenging 
for the full strap.—AFP  

Challenging Filipino great Manny Pacquiao (right) proved a step too far 
for Argentine Lucas Matthysse.  PHOTO: AFP

MYANMAR U-23 men’s na-
tional football team is includ-
ed in the tough group in the 
Asian Games 2018 which will 
be held from 14 August to 1 
September 2018 in Jakarta 
and Palembang, Indonesia, 
as Myanmar was booked in 
Group F, together with world-
class teams DPR Korea, Sau-
di Arabia and Iran.

The team from DPR Ko-
rea won the silver medal at 
the 2015 Asian Games. Saudi 
Arabia, this year, qualified 
for the World Cup for the 
first time since 2006. Iran 
has won numerous med-

als in football at the Asian 
Games, including gold in 
1998 and 2002. 

There are a total of 24 
teams comprising in six 
groups, A to F. 

The teams in each group 
play each other, and the top 
two teams in each group 
along with the four best third-
placed teams will advance to 
the Round of 16. 

Myanmar will play their 
opener against DPR Korea 
on 15 August, Saudi Arabia 
on 17 August and Asian foot-
ball powerhouse Iran on 20 
August.— Lynn Thit(Tgi) 

Myanmar likely to 
play best in Asian 
Games 2018


