MYANMAR EXPORTS 25 TONNES OF GARLIC TO INDIA, BANGLADESH

Returning Myanmar workers frorn Thailand are being screened for the HIN1 virus in addition to being provided with health care at migrant worker

receiving station in Myawady on Thursday. PHOTO: MYAWADY IPRD

Workers screened for HIN1

Death toll from seasonal influenza reaches 7

RETURNING Myanmar work-
ers from Thailand are being
screened for the HIN1 virus in
addition to being provided with
health care at migrant worker
receiving station in Myawady

on Thursday.

The health measures come
as the death toll from this year’s
outbreak of HIN1 continues to
rise. With another death due
to HIN1 influenza reported in

Yangon on Friday, the total num-
ber of deaths is now 7, or 5.7 per
cent of those who have been con-
firmed to have the virus, the Min-
istry of Health and Sports said
yesterday. The fatalities include

two 5-year-old girls who died at
a children’s hospital in Yangon.
The statement of the ministry
also said that it was found that
six more patients have contract-
ed with the virus. SEE PAGE-3

Stakeholder Meeting at Peace Center in Yangon

A stakeholder meeting on peace
process was held yesterday
morning in the National Rec-
onciliation and Peace Center in
Yangon.

The meeting was attended
by family members of the ethnic
delegates who signed the histor-
ic Panglong Agreement in 1947

together with General Aung San.

The family members have
voiced their support for the Un-
ion Peace Conference-21st Cen-
tury Panglong under the lead-
ership of State Counsellor Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi in February.

The meeting was also at-
tended by experts from various

sectors.At the meeting, the
Union Minister for the State
Counsellor’s Office U Kyaw
Tint Swe and Peace Commis-
sion Chairman Dr. Tin Myo
Win clarified the current sta-
tus of the peace process and
meeting attendees, including
families of the 1947 Panglong

Agreement signatories. Ex-
perts from various sectors dis-
cussed their views about how to
achieve peace and future work
that needs to be done.

After the meeting, the
participants have the doc-
umentary photo taken.—
Myanmar News Agency l
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Participants of the Stakeholder Meeting on peace process pose for documentary photo at the National
Reconciliation and Peace Centre in Yangon. PHOTO: MNA (NEWS ON PAGE-1)

Union Minister visits flood
victims in Ayeyawady Reglon

AS the Ayeyawady River rose
above its danger level, flooding
several villages in Ayeyawady
Region earlier this month, 630
villagers were evacuated to tem-
porary relief camps opened at U
Po Shwe Hall in Kyaikkalunpun
Pagoda compound, Danuphyu.

Union Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettle-
ment Dr. Win Myat Aye and Ay-
eyawady Region Chief Minister
U Mahn Johnny, accompanied
by region government ministers,
hluttaw representatives and de-
partmental officials, visited the
relief camp and encouraged the
villagers.

“Natural disasters occur
regularly in Myanmar, so in or-
der to face and overcome these
disasters, preparations were
made together with the people.
Preparations were made based
on last year’s experience and,

Union Minister Dr Win Myat Aye and officials provide cash assistance to
residents in Ayeyawady Region. PHOTO: MNA

despite the water rising above
the danger level, there was less
damage and loss. Such prepa-
ration works will be continued
together with relevant ministries,
states and regions governments
and while staying temporarily in
the relief camp, outbreak of con-
tagious diseases could occur and

care should be taken to prevent
such outbreaks. Currently, there
are outbreaks of seasonal flus and
those with symptoms of it should
take care not to spread it further
by wearing masks, washing hands
and good personal hygiene”, said
the Union Minister—Myanmar
News Agency B

Measures to be stepped up for security in Maungtaw

RAKHINE State Chief Minister
U Nyi Pu has called for stepping
up measures for arresting law
breakers in Maungtaw District,
expressing his delight for cur-
rent achievements for the rule
of law in the district.

At the coordination meeting
for the rule of law and develop-
ment in Maungtaw District held
at the district’s administration

department yesterday, he said
the Rakhine State government
has assigned the security forces
to make tour of inspection to the
villages as they achieved success
in arresting the law breakers as
part of efforts for underpinning
the administrative and security
sectors of the district.

The participants of the
meeting also discussed securi-

ty situation and future plans for
the rule of law in Rakhine State.

The 3rd meeting also fo-
cused on agriculture, livestock
breeding, education, health and
social affairs sectors. Following
the meeting, Chief Minister U
Nyi Pu handed over two fire
engines to Maungtaw District
Management Committee.— A
One Soe, Myo Thu Hein l

Man in Maungtaw arrested in
possession of weapons

A man was arrested with
weapons that included sev-
eral swords in Myoma Kany-
intan West Village, Maungtaw
Township, Rakhine State on
Friday.

Based on information re-
ceived, security personnel ar-

rested Abdul Hami and found
a 5-feet-long pointed iron rod
of % inch diameter and sev-
eral swords hidden in a bush
in the compound of his house.
Arrangements are underway
to open a case according to
the law. - MNA H

Man missing in Buthidaung

Aresident of Chutpyin Village,
Buthidaung Township has
been reported missing after
he did not return from a trip
to nearby May Yu Hill

U Than Htay left his home
to visit May Yu Hill with two
others on Thursday at about

7 am. Although U Tin Maung
Win and another man re-
turned to the village, U Than
Htay did not return home. Se-
curity police forces together
with residents are investigat-
ing the case.—Myanmar News
Agency m

Nine men arrested, 29 cattle
confiscated in Kaladan

Security forces arrested nine
people and confiscated 29 cattle
inaboat in the Kaladan Riverin
Maungtaw Township on Friday
morning while on patrol.

The security forces came
upon the boat and gave a signal
for the boat to stop.

The boat instead tried to
get away, forcing authorities
to give chase.

Security forces finally
managed to stop the boat near
Thekhon village, Pauktaw
Township and arrested nine
suspects. During interrogation,
No Lu Lauk, also known as No
No, and eight other suspects
confessed that they were at-
tempting to go to a neighbour-
ing country—Myanmar News
Agencym

Woman Kkilled as express bus
overturns on Ygn-Mdy Highway

ONE woman was killed and
other passengers were in-
jured after the Arkar Tha
Express overturned near
Wuntwin Township on the old
Yangon-Mandalay Highway at
4:30 am yesterday.
Twenty-eight people —
seventeen men, nine women
and two monks — were on
board when the accident oc-

curred. The injured victims
were taken to Mandalay,
Kyaukse and Wuntwin Hospi-
tals by highway police forces,
firefighters and members of
the Red Cross.

The accident was due to
reckless driving, police said.
At least two drivers have been
charged by police.—Than Oo
(Lemyathna) B

Overturned Arkar Tha Express seen at the accident. PHOTO: MPF
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Workers
screened
for HIN1

FROM PAGE-1

Following laboratory testing
from 28th to 29th July, the total
number of patients who are HIN1
positive is now 41.

The screenings that began
on Thursday at the receiving
station did not reveal any new
cases of HIN1, also known as
swine flu, but officials remain
vigilant.

“Health care is a usual ser-
vice provided, but with the cur-
rent occurrences of HIN1, the
migrant worker receiving station
is using temporal thermometers
(forehead thermometers) to
monitor the returning workers’
temperature”, said Dr. Daw San
San Myint of District Hospital
child and maternal health depart-
ment. “If a worker has high tem-
perature and indicates further
symptoms of HIN1, he/she will
be treated in Myawady Hospital.
Arrangements are being made
in the hospital to treat patients
suspected of having HIN1 while
talks and educative works are
being conducted in the wards”.

More than 200 returning
workers from Thailand, 85 on 27
July, 62 on 28 July and more than
60 on the morning of 29 July were
screened and none were found to
have H1IN1 symptoms. The HIN1
screenings were started under
the instruction of Myawady Dis-
trict Hospital Medical Superin-
tendent Dr. Thida Soe on 27 July
and will be continued indefinitely,
itis learnt.

Meanwhile, three chickens
with the H1N1 virus died at a
house in Mayangon Township, it
was learnt yesterday.

Following the confirmation
of the avian flu virus infection by
the laboratory of the Livestock
Breeding and Veterinary Depart-
ment, the disease control team
of the department cleansed the
area and has taken quarantine
measures in order to prevent
further infection.

Certain strains of the HIN1
virus affect both humans and an-
imals, and are highly contagious.

The Myanmar health minis-
try has urged the public to follow
guidelines that reduce the chance
of contreting the HIN1 virus, such
as frequent washing of hands,
avoiding crowds, refraining from
spitting and using disposable tis-
sues when coughing or sneezing,
—Htane Lin Aung IPRD) B

Secondary education
curriculum reform discussed

Hmwe Kyu Zin

THE Forum on Myanmar
Secondary Education Curric-
ulum Reform was held in Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday, attracting
MPs of the education commit-
tees of Pyithu Hluttaw and
Amyotha Hluttaw and educa-
tional experts.

The forum focused on plans
for reformation of the curricu-
lum of the middle and higher
school education levels, includ-
ing policies on additions to the
new curriculum system for the
215t century middle and higher
education levels and on teach-
ing and assessment methods.

“We discussed how we can
overcome the challenges for
secondary education curric-
ulum reform,” said U Ko Lay
Win, Deputy Director-Gener-
al of the Education Research
Planning and Training Depart-
ment, who also participated in
the forum.

The forum also sought
suggestions from educational
experts.

“We also discussed main

Forum on
Curriculum R
Skills for a 21° Ce

ssosee=drning to 5
ntury Myanmar”

Forum on Myanmar Secondary Education Curriculum Reform underway. PHOTO: MNA

evidences and reasons for car-
rying out curriculum reform,”
he added.

The major challenges
from the forum are an ade-
quate budget and human re-
sources for writing the curric-

ulum, said U Ko Lay Win.

He expressed his hope
that good results would come
out from the forum.

Dr Chris Spohr, Principal
Social Sector Specialist, Asian
Development Bank, pointed

out the current method of
learning by memorisation for
an examination.

The new curriculum that
will hopefully inspire learn-
ing should help reduce school
dropout rates, he added. B

Wholesale market meeting global
standards to be opened in Yangon

Ko Moe

A wholesale market that
meets international standards
will soon be opened in Danyin-
gone, said Yangon Region Chief
Minister U Phyo Min Thein,
yesterday.

“The Danyingone whole-
sale market is being planned

for farmers to come and sell
directly. For it to be an inter-
national standard, arrange-
ments are made to include
modern cold storage facilities,”
he said.

Cold storage with modern
machineries will be included to
preserve vegetables.

In big cities of the world,

there is one big wholesale
market that supplies the entire
region. The wholesale market
that is being planned is of this
type, said U Phyo Min Thein.
The wholesale market will
be located between Insein and
Shwepyitha townships on an
area of nearly 80 acres. Con-
struction will be in cooperation

between Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee and private
businesses.

The Danyingone inter-
national standard wholesale
market will have shops and
selling areas for vegetables,
fruits, modern refrigerated
rooms, office rooms and living
areas. H

Livelihood and community development
projects held in Rakhine

Livelihood and community de-
velopment projects will be im-
plemented in three townships
in Rakhine State, according to
a report in the Myanmar Alin
Daily yesterday.

The project will be imple-
mented jointly by the Rural Ar-
eas Development Department
under the Ministry of the Agri-

culture, Livestock and Irrigation
and French Partners Myanmar,
an international NGO.

The project’s aim is to
provide local farmers who do
not own cultivating farms with
cultivation technology, which
requires less land, to promote
the WASH awareness training
courses to create a better en-

vironment and provide better
healthcare to poor local people,
to upgrade the roads, water
ponds and to dig the tube wells.

The projects will also be
implemented in Mandalay Re-
gion, Magwe Region and Rakh-
ine State. To start the project,
the Rural Areas Development
Department and French Part-

ners Myanmar has signed a
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) in Nay Pyi Taw. The
project will begin this fiscal year
and is expected to be completed
in July 2020. The Rural Areas
Development Department and
French Partners Myanmar have
targeted to spend US$3.659 mil-
lion on the project—MMAL &
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75 tractors sold to local farmers in
Sagaing Region

THE Agricultural Mechani-
sation Department sold 75
tractors using an installment
system of payment to local
farmers in Sagaing Region
in the first four months of fi-
nancial 2017-2018, according
to a report in the Myawady
Daily yesterday.

“The local farmers who
are interested to buy the
farming equipment can ob-
serve and buy them at the
regional Agricultural Mech-
anisation Department. The
local farmers have to pay 10
per cent of the total price as
a down payment and will be
allowed to use the farming
implement after making the
down payment.

The remaining 90 per
cent has to be paid off in six
equal installments in three
years. Forty-eight tractors
were sold to local farmers in
financial 2016-2017. But this
year, the department sold 75
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Farmer using a small tractor to plow rice field in Bago Region. PHOTO : PHOE KHWAR

tractors in the first four months
of financial 2017-2018. We still
have demand from local farm-
ers”, said an official from the

Regional Agricultural Mecha-
nisation Department.

To enable local farmers
to buy tractors, the Regional

Agricultural Mechanisation De-
partment is seeking contracts
with four farming implement
trading companies.— GNLM |

Garden to be constructed on grounds of

Tuyin Taung Pagoda

A garden will be constructed
on a 12-acre plot of land in the
premises of Tuyin Taung Pagoda
in Nyaung U Township, Man-
dalay Region at the end of this
fiscal year; according to a report

in the Myawady Daily yesterday.

The land on which the gar-
den will be constructed is lo-
cated in Kontangyi village-tract
in Nyaung U township. Mango
trees, palm trees, bamboo trees

and Ingin flower trees will be
plantedin the garden. “The gar-
den will be constructed for the
pilgrims from the other regions
visiting the pagoda. Upon com-
pletion, the garden will create

job opportunities for the local
people who are living near the
pagoda,” said an official from
the Nyaung U district general
administration department.—
GNLM =

Three hydropower projects to be
implemented in Chin State

Three hydropower projects will
be built in Chin State this finan-
cial year, according to a report
in the Myawady Daily yesterday.

To implement the three hy-
dropower projects in Chin State,
Chin State government will al-
locate the budget to construct

the small-scale hydropower
projects.

The electric power from
the hydropower projects will
be distributed to Yay Zwart, Rih
Khaw Dar, Tonzang and Cikha
towns.

“Although Foreign inves-

tors are interested to invest in
Chin State, some of the towns
cannot supply the electricity
around the clock. Therefore, we
will implement three hydropow-
er projects in Chin State with an
aim to attract the FDIs in Chin
State,” said U Salai Isac Khin,

Chin State minister of Electric-
ity and Industry.

Upon completion of the
projects, the electricity will be
distributed with the use of the
advanced technology from the
three hydropower generators.—
GNLM H

Local bananas to be displayed at international exhibitions

THE Myanmar Fruit, Flower
and Vegetable Producers and
Exporters Association (MFVP)
is planning to display locally
sourced bananas at international
exhibitions, according to a report
in the Myawady Daily yesterday.

Currently, the local cultiva-

tors are trying to increase the
yield of the local banana har-
vest. Also, they plan to export
them after cultivating foreign
banana seeds. “We are planning
to export the banana. Therefore,
we are cultivating the banana
on an extensive scale. We have

also planned to introduce the
pedigree banana in the interna-
tional exhibitions,” said U Soe
Than Min Din, the chairman of
the MFVP

The MFVP is also conduct-
ing awareness training courses
concerning banana cultivation

technology. The courses also
involve field trips for practical
observation. Local bananas
can be cultivated in every re-
gion of Myanmar. It is said that
the local bananas from Shwebo
and Kyaukse townships are the
best— GNLM W
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A vendor removes the skin of garlic. PHOTO : REUTERS
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Myanmar exports 25 tonnes of
garlic to India, Bangladesh

MYANMAR exported more
than 21 tonnes of garlic worth
US$5,629 to neighbouring Bang-
ladesh via the Maungtaw bor-
der trade camp between 8 and
14 July, according to a report
of the Ministry of Commerce
released yesterday.

During the same period,
the country also sent $4,431
worth of garlic weighing
three tonnes to India, the sec-

ond-largest neighbouring coun-
try, through the Tamu border
entry point.

According to the ministry’s
statistics, the country earned
more than $60,000 from the
export of 137 tonnes of onion
to other neighbours within the
same period — 113 tonnes of on-
ions to China, one of Myanmar’s
largest trade partners, from
Muse 105-mile trade zone and

another 24 tonnes to Thailand
from the Myawady border gate.

The kitchen crops are pre-
dominantly cultivated in Shan
State and Salin, Pwintphyu,
Yenangyaung and Pakokku
townships in Magway Region.

A domestic merchant said
itis predicted that the prices of
onion will continue to increase
until the new harvest.—Swe
Nyein

Jade export products require mandated
documentation for Kachin value assessments

JADE exports must be subject-
ed to an official inspection prior
to export, according to a recent
announcement of the Kachin
State Natural Resources and
Environmental Conservation
office.

The announcement was is-
sued in response to complaints

by jade traders that a one-stop
service center at the Myitkyina
Police Station was refusing to
assess their jade because they
lacked mandated documenta-
tion. Jade traders require busi-
ness licences, proof of foreign
bank accounts, receipts from
Myanmar Gems Enterprise,

an open general licence and
a permit from the Commerce
Ministry to receive an official
assessment.

Once those documents are
validated, an assessment can
be provided along with a seal
of approval at one stop service
centre.—Min Min Oo ®

Hundreds of precious mineral mining licences to expire in July

LICENCES for more than 900
precious mineral mining blocks
in Mohnyin, Mongshu, Long-
khin, Phakant of Kachin State;
Kani, Sagaing Region and Mog-
ok, Mandalay Region will be
due this month, according to a
report of yesterday’s edition of
Myawady Daily.

Expiring mining licences

include 493 blocks in Mohnyin
licenced in 2012, 51 blocks in
Mongshu licenced in 2014, 32
blocks in Kani licenced in 2012,
37blocks in Longkhin licenced-
from 2010 through 2013 and
293 blocks in Mogok licenced
in 2014.

Environmental remedia-
tion plans are being drafted for

those blocks.

The licences were revoked,
according to the Myawady re-
port, due to excessive exploita-
tion which caused land slides
and other hazards.

Last month, 291 mining
blocks in Phakant, Mongshu,
Longkhin, Mogok and Mohnyin
areas expired. —GNLM B

Export volume of turmeric
declined by over 20 tonnes

MORE THAN 90 tonnes of tur-
meric went to Singapore and Ma-
laysia through shipping routes
from 9 and 15 July, a decrease of
over 20 tonnes from that of the
previous week, the Commerce
Ministry recently reported.

The Republic of Singapore
officially imported 16 tonnes of
turmeric, while another 75 tonnes
went to Malaysia within the same

week by sea. The country earned
US$68,025 from the week’s ex-
port of turmeric. It sent over 110
tonnes of the same product to
its trading partners the previ-
ous week. Based on quality, the
price of turmeric in Shan State is
between Ks1,100 and Ks1,450 per
viss. In Yangon, a viss of turmeric
has been sold for Ks1,450.—Shwe
Khine m
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North Korea tests another ICBM, claims all of US in strike range

SEOUL/WASHINGTON —
North Korea said on Saturday
it had conducted another suc-
cessful test of an interconti-
nental ballistic missile (ICBM)
that proved its ability to strike
America’s mainland, drawing a
sharp warning from US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and a re-
buke from China.

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un personally supervised
the midnight launch of the mis-
sile on Friday night and said it
was a “stern warning” for the
United States that it would not
be safe from destruction if it
tries to attack, the North’s of-
ficial KCNA news agency said.

North Korea’s state tel-
evision broadcast pictures of
the launch, showing the mis-
sile lifting off in a fiery blast
in darkness and Kim cheering
with military aides.

“The test-fire reconfirmed

Intercontinental ballistic missile ICBM) Hwasong-14 is pictured
during its second test-fire in this undated picture provided by KCNA in
Pyongyang, on 29 July 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

the reliability of the ICBM
system, demonstrated the ca-
pability of making a surprise
launch of the ICBM in any re-

gion and place any time, and
clearly proved that the whole US
mainland is in the firing range of
the DPRK missiles, (Kim) said

with pride,” KCNA said.

DPRK is short for the
North’s official name, the
Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea.

The launch comes less than
a month after the North con-
ducted its first ICBM test in defi-
ance of years of efforts led by the
United States, South Korea and
Japan to rein in Pyongyang’s
nuclear weapons ambitions.

The North conducted its
fourth and fifth nuclear tests
last year and has engaged in an
unprecedented pace of missile
development that experts said
significantly advanced its ability
to launch longer-range ballistic
missiles.

“By threatening the world,
these weapons and tests further
isolate North Korea, weaken its
economy, and deprive its peo-
ple,” Trump said in a statement.
“The United States will take all

necessary steps to ensure the
security of the American home-
land and protect our allies in
the region.”

China, the North’s main
ally, said it opposed North Ko-
rea’s “launch activities that
run counter to Security Coun-
cil resolutions and the common
wishes of the international com-
munity.”

A foreign ministry state-
ment added: “At the same time,
China hopes all parties act with
caution, to prevent tensions
from continuing to escalate, to
jointly protect regional peace
and stability.”

Early on Saturday, the
United States and South Ko-
rea conducted a live-fire bal-
listic missile exercise in a dis-
play of firepower in response
to the missile launch, the US
and South Korean militaries
said—Reuters H

Six-nation counterterrorism talks, eyeing Marawi, open in Indonesia

MANADO, (Indonesia) — A
six-nation meeting on the threat
posed by potential terrorists re-
turning home from Middle East
conflict zones opened Saturday,
focusing on the situation in the
southern Philippine city of Mara-
wi, where Islamic State-inspired
militants are battling govern-
ment forces.

Indonesia and Australia
are co-hosting the Sub-Region-
al Meeting on Foreign Terrorist
Fighters and Cross-Border Ter-
rorism taking place in the North
Sulawesi provincial capital of
Manado, located about 500 kilo-
meters south of the Philippines’
restive island of Mindanao. Bru-
nei, Malaysia, the Philippines
and New Zealand are also taking
part.

Opening the meeting, Indo-
nesian Coordinating Minister
for Political, Legal and Security
Affairs Wiranto said that as no
single country is free from ter-
rorist threats, the threats must
be faced together bilaterally,
regionally and internationally.

“We can’t stand still while
the terrorism problem becomes
a real threat to humanity,” he
said, voicing hope that the meet-
ing can be “well used” to discuss
various issues related to terror-
ism eradication, particularly in
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Delegations of Indonesia and Australia meet in the North Sulawesi provincial capital of Manado, Indonesia, on
28 July, 2017, a day before co-hosting a six-nation meeting on the threat posed by potential terrorists returning
home from Middle East conflict zones. The one-day meeting will also be attended by Brunei, Malaysia, the

Philippines and New Zealand. PHOTO: KYODO NEWS

dealing with threats in the south-
ern Philippines.

Touching on the conflict in
Marawi, Australian Attorney
General George Brandis said
in his opening speech that the
conflict “reminds us, in the most
immediate possible way, of the
urgency and the proximity of the
threat that is faced by all of us.”

“And it is appropriate, there-
fore, that a principle focus of this
meeting will be on cross-border
terrorism and foreign fighters’
threats dramatized, as it has
been, by recent events in the
southern Philippines,” Brandis
added.

Besides Marawi, which is
the main agenda item, the forum

will hear discussions of ways to
enhance intelligence-sharing
among security agencies in the
region to enable them to detect
cross-border movement of po-
tential terrorists in the sub-re-
gion and to disrupt terrorist
networks.

The participants will also
explore effective practices of

de-radicalization and counter-vi-
olent extremism, focusing on ho-
listic government responses and
the involvement of civil society
and affected communities.

To stop terrorist financing
flows, collaborative approaches
to track capital flows into the
region will also be determined.

A report issued by the Ja-
karta-based Institute for Policy
Analysis of Conflict last week
revealed that funds for the Mara-
wi operation came both directly
from Islamic State in Syria as
well as local sources, with money
laundered through Indonesia.

“Tracing the local funds may
provide clues to one aspect of
the fighting that has been all but
ignored by the Philippine author-
ities -- the degree of local support
beyond traditional clan ties,” the
report says.

The report also warns that
the Marawi battle, which has
lifted the prestige of Filipino
fighters in the eyes of Islam-
ic State in Syria, has inspired
young fighters in the region to
join the network.

“Many of those recruited
were reportedly devout youths
from well-off families with the
ability to contribute substantially
to the cause,” the report says.
—Kyodo News l
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China urges ROK, US to
stop THAAD deployment

BEIJING — China on Saturday
strongly urged the Republic of
Korea (ROK) and the United
States to respect China’s con-
cerns and stop the deployment of
the Terminal High Altitude Area
Defense (THAAD) system.
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Geng Shuang made the
remarks in response to reports
that ROK President Moon Jae-in
on Saturday ordered his aides to
consult with their US counter-
parts about the deployment of
four more THAAD mobile launch-
ers after the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea’s (DPRK) test
launch of a ballistic missile.

“The Chinese side is deeply
concerned about the situation,”
Geng said, noting that China’s
position on THAAD is clear and
consistent.

The deployment of the mis-
sile system by the United States
and the ROK will not address the
security concerns of the ROK nor
contribute to the denuclearization
of the Korean Peninsula, Geng
said.

The deployment will severely
damage the regional strategic
balance and harm the securi-
ty interests of countries in the
region, including China, Geng
said—Xinhua

China urges DPRK to abide by
UN resolutions after ICBM test

BEIJING — China on Saturday
urged the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK) to
abide by UN Security Council
resolutions and stop any moves
that could escalate tensions on
the Korean Peninsula.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Geng Shuang
made the remarks in response
to reports that the DPRK had
fired a second “Hwasong-14” in-
tercontinental ballistic missile
on Friday.

“The Chinese side is con-
cerned about the current situ-

ation,” Geng said, noting that
relevant resolutions of the UN
Security Council had explicit stip-
ulations on launches conducted
by the DPRK using ballistic tech-
nology. He said the Chinese side
opposed DPRK launches in vi-
olation of UN Security Council
resolutions and the will of the
international community.

China hopes that relevant
parties can act prudently, avoid
taking actions that could escalate
tensions, and maintain regional
peace and stability, Geng said.
—Xinhua H

A Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) interceptor is seen in Seongju, South Korea, on 13 June
2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

South Korea to deploy more THAAD
units after North Korea ICBM launch

SEOUL — South Korea said on
Saturday it will proceed with
the deployment of four addi-
tional units of the US THAAD
anti-missile defence system
after North Korea’s latest
launch of an intercontinental
ballistic missile.

The deployment of the
additional Terminal High

Altitude Area Defence
(THAAD) units had been
delayed after the initial two
units, after South Korean
President Moon Jae-in or-
dered an environmental as-
sessment.

China has been notified
of the move to speed up the
deployment, the South’s pres-

idential Blue House said.

China has angrily object-
ed to the THAAD deployment,
saying it does little to deter
the North’s missile threat
while destabilising regional
security balance. It believes
the THAAD’s radar can pen-
etrate deep into its territory.
—Reuters |

New US envoy eager to visit Okinawa to learn about base issues

WASHINGTON — New US Am-
bassador to Japan William Hag-
erty expressed his eagerness
Friday to visit Okinawa after his
posting to Tokyo around mid-Au-
gust so as to “better understand”
issues involving US military bas-
es in the southernmost island
prefecture.

Speaking at his first news
conference since securing Sen-
ate confirmation on 13 July, Hag-
erty said, “I indeed intend to go
to Okinawa and to visit all of our
military installations. I have a
great fondness and appreciation
and gratitude for the communi-
ties that host our military and
make our military a fabric of their
community life.”

Asked about the impasse
over the planned relocation of
US Marine Corps Air Station Fu-

tenma within the prefecture, he
said, “My objective is to get to
Japan and better understand the
conflict that may exist.”

“I think that the United
States should play a constructive
role,” the 57-year-old business-
man-turned-envoy said.

Many Okinawa residents
oppose a Japan-US plan to
move the Futenma airfield from
a crowded residential area of
Ginowan to the less populated
Henoko coastal area of Nago.
Okinawa Gov. Takeshi Onaga
has demanded that the base be
moved outside the prefecture.

Hagerty condemned North
Korea’s test-launch of its second
intercontinental ballistic missile
earlier Friday, saying the United
States and Japan “stand resolute
to confront any threat” facing the

two allies, especially that posed
by Pyongyang.

He affirmed close trilateral
coordination with South Korea,
saying the three countries have
been at the “forefront of interna-
tional efforts to ensure that all
countries fully and effectively im-
plement their obligations under
UN Security Council resolutions
to restrict further the revenues
for North Korea’s weapons pro-
gram.”

“As ambassador to Japan,
I will focus on deepening and
continuing our partnership with
Japan and our resolve to defend
one another against all enemies,”
he said.

Asked how he will assist
President Donald Trump’s ef-
forts to reduce a hefty goods
trade deficit with Japan, Hag-

erty said, “I'm actually very
optimistic about our economic
relationship.”

Hagerty said the Commerce
Department is working hard to
identify on which sectors the
United States should focus in
trying to cut the deficit, which
totaled $70.23 billion last year.

“I’ll be an important part
of that conversation and I have
been to this point,” he said. “But
we have not yet finalized the sec-
tors that we will focus together
with our partners.”

A native of Tennessee, Hag-
erty said he will depart the Unit-
ed States for Tokyo with his fami-
ly in “the middle part of August.”

The envoy therefore said the
charge d’affaires of the US Em-
bassy in Tokyo will attend the 72"
anniversary ceremonies of the

US atomic bombing of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki on 6 and 9 August,
respectively.

“We’re very excited about
coming to Japan,” he said. “For
me, it’s a return to the country
thatIlivedin a couple of decades
ago, a country that I love and
enjoy so much.”

Hagerty built ties with Ja-
pan through a three-year post-
ing to Tokyo from the late 1980s
to early 1990s while working for
Boston Consulting Group, and
in his work as commissioner of
economic development for Ten-
nessee from 2011 to 2015.

The new ambassador will
succeed Caroline Kennedy, who
served under President Barack
Obama’s administration be-
fore leaving Tokyo in January.
—Kyodo News l
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Fconomic policies being implemented with a greater momenturm

THERE has been some criticism that the
incumbent government does not focus
very much upon national economy. The
reason for such criticism is found to be
based upon the decline in foreign direct
investment in fiscal 2016-2017, the period
of the new government. Foreign Direct
Investment during the last fiscal year
2015-2106 of the previous government was
US$9.48 billion. It was only US$6.64 bil-
lion in fiscal 2016-2017 when the people’s
government took over the duties of gov-
ernment. In fact, the decline in Foreign
Direct Investment is merely a common
phenomenon usually encountered during

a period of historical transition.

The current fiscal year 2017-2018
has a target of US$6 billion from Foreign
Direct Investment. However, the foreign
direct investment has already fetched
US$3.1 billion even before completion of
the first four months of this fiscal yeari.e.
over 50 per cent of the target has already
been achieved in less than four months. It
is, therefore, quite certain that the target
of foreign direct investment in fiscal 2017-
2018 will definitely be met.

The people’s government is taking
necessary measures step by step to make
foreign direct investments come into the

country in greater momentum. To enable
all matters concerning foreign direct in-
vestments to be carried out in one place
i.e. to offer one-stop service to facilitate
the investment process, the government
has already formed a committee com-
prising eight ministries, which will finish
take care of the whole investment process
within 24 hours.

The Union of Myanmar Federation
of Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(UMFCCI) is making arrangements to
publish a newsletter to provide business
data and information on a real-time basis
to inform the local entrepreneurs. UMFC-

CI will co-operate with expatriate experts
in publishing the newsletter in order that
the contents in the newsletter would suit
the needs of the local entrepreneurs. To
enhance co-operation between the new
people’s government and the private en-
trepreneurs, the Vice President 1 has
already met private entrepreneurs for
eight times. In a nutshell, the new peo-
ple’s government is implementing the
economic policies step by step and with
a greater momentum, and we wish to
respectfully inform that we are confident
good results will be achieved in the not
too distant future—GNLM W

Four Kinds of Bramavihara

Ashin Adiccavamsa
State Pariyattisasana University
(S.P.S University)

The meaning of Bramavihara

The word ‘Bramavihara’ consists of
two words: ‘Brama’ meaning ‘Sublime
or noble’ and ‘Vihara’ meaning ‘Living
or State’. Therefore, it can be translated
as ‘Sublime State or Noble Living’. The
another meaning of ‘Bramavihara’ is ‘Liv-
ing the same as ‘Brama’. It is because
the one endowed with ‘Bramavihara’
lives with pure mind just as Brama(The
Higher Celestial Beings). Bramavihara is
also translated as ‘Sublime Abode, Holy
Dwelling and Divine Abiding’ by some
scholars. All these are , indeed, the nearest
translations of ‘Bramavihara’. There is no
equivalent for ‘Bramavihara’ in English.
In Mahagovinda Sutta, ‘Bramavihara’ is
mentioned as ‘Bramacariya’ meaning
‘Noble Practice’. In Abhidhamma, it is
also termed as Appamanna(Illimitables).
It is because there is no limit or barrier
and should be extended towards all beings
without exception. Bramavihara are of
four kinds: Metta, Karuna, Mudita and
Upekkha.

Metta

Metta, mostly known in English as
‘Loving-kindness’, is anger less Mental
State(Adosacetasika) which is caused
together with a wish for the welfare of
all living beings. Wishing for the genuine
welfare of all living beings is the nature
of Metta just as a mother wishes for the
welfare of her child. The cessation of
Byapadadll WilD) is the completeness of
Metta. Love between man and woman is
the cessation of Metta. Lust(Raga) is the
near enemy of Metta. The far enemy isill
will(Byapada). ‘Good Will, Loving-Kind-
ness, Benevolence, and Universal Love’
are suggested as the best and the nearest
rendering for the Pali term Metta. There
is no proper equivalent for Metta.

The characteristic of Metta is wel-
fare-promotion. Welfare-preferring is the
function of Metta. The removal of hatred
is the manifestation of Metta. Seeing the

beings positively is the proximate cause
of Metta. The way of contemplating Metta
is as follows:

Sabbe Satta Bhavantu Sukhitatta-
May all beings be happy and healthy. It
can be contemplated mentally, verbally
and bodily.

Karuna

Karuna is merely Compassion Mental
State(Karunacetasika). It can be rendered
as ‘Compassion’ in English. Just as a moth-
er wish her child to recover from illness,
wishing to be free from suffering of beings
is the nature of Karuna. The opposite
of Karuna is Vihimsa(Dosa-Anger). Vi-
himsa has the nature of cruelty whereas
Karuna has the nature of wishing to be free
from suffering. A feeling very similar with
Karuna usually occurs on seeing and hear-
ing of having troubles of one’s relatives
and neighbours. It is not real Karuna. It is
merely Domanasa (unpleasant feeling or
mentally painful feeling). The near enemy
of Karuna is home-life grief(gehasitad-
omanassa). The far enemy of Karuna is
cruelty(Vihimsa).

Getting rid of suffering is the charac-
teristic of Karuna. Not bearing other’s suf-
fering is the function of Karuna. Non-cru-
elty is the manifestation of Karuna. Seeing
helpless person is proximate cause of
Karuna. The way of contemplating Karuna
is as follows:

Sabbe Satta Dukkha Muccantu- May
all living beings be free from suffering. It
can also be contemplate mentally, verbally,
and bodily.

Mudita

Mudita is a kind of Mental State(cetasi-
ka) called ‘Sympathetic Joy(Muditd)’. It
can be rendered as ‘Sympathetic Joy or
Altruistic Joy’ in English. It is also ren-
dered as Appreciative Joy or Unselfish
Joy’ by some scholars. Wishing not to lose
one’s present properties and wishing to
last long of one’s properties is the nature
of Muditajust as amother wishes her child
tolastlong in young age. Mudita is a cause
to eradicate one’s boredom(Arati). The
cessation of boredom (Arati) is the per-
fection of Mudita. However, rejoicing the

progress and success of one’s neighbours
and relatives is not real Mudita. It is only
Lobhamtila soma nassa sahagata citta(A
kind of consciousness with pleasure rooted
in Attachment) caused by Piti(Dilight).
The near enemy of Mudita is home-life joy
(Gehasita-somanassa). The far enemy is
boredom(Arati).

Gladness is the characteristic of Mu-
dita. No jealousness of one’s progress and
success is the function of Mudita. Cessa-
tion of aversion is manifestation of Mudita.
Seeing being’s success is proximate cause
of Mudita. The way of contemplating Mu-
dita is as follows:

Sabbe Satta Yattaladdhasampatti-
to- May all beings be able to retain their
wealth and prosperity which they ac-
quired, without diminution, and be happy
as before.

Upekkha

Upekkha is merely Tatramajjatat-
tacetasika(Equanimity). It is also the bal-
ance state of mind amidst all vicissitudes
such as praise and blame, pain and happi-
ness, gain and loss, repute and disrepute.
Having the balanced mind onto all beings
who can complete the action without the
help of other is the nature of Upekkha,
just as a mother has a balanced mind on
her child who can complete the action
without the help of others. The cessation
of love and hatred is the completeness of
Upekkha. The near enemy of Upekkha
is home-life bogus wit (gehasita annanu-
pekkha). The far enemy is lust and resent-
ment (Raga and Patigha). Neutrality is the
characteristic of Upekkha. Equality is the
function of Upekkha. Quieting of hatred
or resentment is manifestation of Upek-
kha. Seeing beings as Kammic (Kamma
caused) is proximate cause of Upekkha.
The way of contemplating Upekkha is
as follows: Sabbe Satta Kammasaka- All
living being have only kamma as their
own property’.

The benefits of Contemplating
Bramavihara

Happiness in Insight Medita-
tion(Vipassanasukha), Richness in life
(Bavasampatti), and immediately get-

Ashin Adiccavamsa (S.P.S University)

ting happiness in living present life (Dit-
thadhammasukha-vihara) can be gained
by contemplating of Bramavihara. Fur-
thermore, the following benefits can also
be gained:
1. Pleasant sleeping,
2. Pleasant waking,
3. No bad dream,
4. Loved by human,
5. Loved by celestial beings,
6. Safefuarding by celestial beings,
7. Protecting from fire, poison, and weapon,
8. Getting concentrated easily,
9. Clear complexion,
10. Peaceful dying,
11. Reaching into Higher Celestial
Realm(Bramaloka) after death.

Conclusion

These four kinds of Bramvihara
should always be contemplated because
it can destroy anger(Dosa), cruelty(Vi-
himsa), jealousy(ssa), and Lust (Raga)
and Aversion (Patigha). Anger (Dosa) is
powerful destructive vice in man. It is also
the opposite of Metta. Cruelty(Vihimsa) is
another vice that is responsible for many
horrors and atrocities prevalent in the
world. It is the opposite of Karuna, too.
Jealousy (Issa) is another vice that poisons
one’s life. It is also the opposite of Mudita.
Lust (Raga) and Aversion (Patigha) are
the enemies of Upekkha. Indeed, Brama-
viharas tend to elevate man. They make
man sublime in this life. They can trans-
form man into superman. Everybody can
contemplate these Bramavihara. If all
try to contemplate them, irrespective of
creed, colour, race or sex, the earth can
be transformed into paradise where all
can live in perfect peace.
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Slug slime inspires new kind of surgical glue

LONDON — Scientists have de-
veloped an experimental surgi-
cal glue inspired by the mucus
secreted by slugs that could offer
an alternative to sutures and
staples for closing wounds.

While some medical glues
already exist, they often adhere
weakly, are not particularly flex-
ible and frequently cannot be
used in very wet conditions.

To get around those prob-
lems, a group of scientists from
Harvard and other research
centers decided to learn from
slugs, which— as well as making
slime to glide on — can produce
extremely adhesive mucus as a
defense mechanism.

The slugs’ trick is to gen-
erate a substance that not only
forms strong bonds on wet sur-
faces but also has a matrix that
dissipates energy at the point

e

A slug hangs from the finger of a gardener in a park in London, Britain in

2016. PHOTO: REUTERS

of adhesion, making it highly
flexible.

The man-made version of
this tough adhesive is based on
the same principles and in a se-

ries of experiments reported in
the journal Science on Thursday
it was shown to adhere strongly
to pig skin, cartilage, tissue and
organs. It also proved non-toxic

to human cells.
In one test the new glue

was used to close a wound in a
blood-covered pig’s heart and

successfully maintained a leak-

free seal after the heart was in-
flated and deflated tens of thou-

sands of times.
In another case it was ap-

plied to a laceration in a rat’s

liver and performed just as well
as a haemostat, a surgical tool
often used in operations to con-
trol bleeding.

“There are a variety of po-
tential uses and in some settings
this could replace sutures and
staples, which can cause damage
and be difficult to place in certain
situations,” said researcher Da-

vid Mooney, professor of bioen-

gineering at Harvard.
Mooney and colleagues en-

visage the new adhesive will be

made in sheets and cut to size,
although they have also devel-
oped an injected version for clos-
ing deep wounds. The injection
would be hardened using ultra-
violet light, like dental fillings.

It is not the first time that
scientists have taken inspiration
from nature to devise a better
medical adhesive.

Four years ago, another re-
search group developed a glue
inspired by the underwater stick-
ing properties of mussels, but
Mooney thinks slugs win hands-
down in terms of stickiness and
flexibility.

The scientists are apply-
ing for patents, although it will
require a commercial compa-
ny to then license the technol-
ogy and take it into the next
phase of human clinical trials.
—Reuters ®

Scientists find sunscreen
potential in Antarctic plants

e P

-

Doctor Gustavo Zuniga holds up an Antarctic plant that has molecules that filter the solar radiation and could
be used to prevent human DNA damage in Santiago, Chile, on 25 July, 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

SANTIAGO — Scientists in Chile
have discovered molecules in
two species of Antarctic flow-
ers that protect the plants from
solar radiation and could poten-
tially be used in products such
as sunscreen for humans and
protection for vulnerable crops.

Researchers at the Uni-
versity of Santiago investigat-
ing the properties of Antarctic
plants grown under controlled
conditions found that Coloban-
thus quitensis (pearlwort) and
Deschampsia antarctica (hair
grass) could tolerate high levels

of ultraviolet radiation.

According to the British Ant-
arctic Survey, these are the only
two flowering plants found in the
icy polar region, growing around
its more temperate edges. But
climate change and melting ice
are increasing their range, the
Chilean researchers said.

The scientists have identi-
fied a group of molecules in the
flowers, particularly Coloban-
thus, that acts as a solar filter and
prevents radiation damage, said
project leader Gustavo Zuniga.

The university is seeking

commercial partners to devel-
op spin-off products from the
research, he said.

“It could be used in the not
too distant future,” he said. “For
example, for a crop that doesn’t
tolerate increasing levels of ra-
diation, that genetic information
could be used to make the crop
respond better.”

Natural sunscreens or
creams could also be developed
incorporating the molecules to
protect human skin from dam-
age from ultraviolet radiation,
he added.— Reuters

WASHINGTON — Scientists
have genetically engineered
human embryos for the first
time in the United States, ac-
cording to a report in the MIT
Technology Review.

The effort, led by Shoukhrat
Mitalipov of Oregon Health and
Science University, involved
changing the DNA of a large
number of one-cell embryos
with the gene-editing technique
CRISPR, the report which was
released Wednesday said.

Ma Hong, a staff scientist
at Mitalipov’s lab, told Xinhua
on Thursday that their paperis
about to be published and that,
for the moment, she cannot re-
veal any information about the
research.

“Although none of the em-
bryos were allowed to develop
for more than a few days -- and
there was never any intention
of implanting them into a womb
-- the experiments are a mile-
stone on what may prove to be
an inevitable journey toward
the birth of the first genetical-
ly modified humans,” said the
report in the MIT Technology
Review, a magazine published
by the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology.

“To date, three previous re-
ports of editing human embryos
were all published by scientists
in China,” it said.

Scientists like Mitalipov
believe they can eradicate or

Scientists edit human
embryos for first time in US

correct genes that cause inher-
ited disease and even cancer
by altering the DNA of human
embryos.

Critics, however, said that
it could open the door to the
world of “designer babies,”
where people choose the traits
they want in a child.

According to the report,
the earlier Chinese publica-
tions have found CRISPR
caused editing errors that lent
weight to arguments that the
technique “would be an unsafe
way to create a person.”

Currently, any effort to turn
an edited human embryo into
a baby in the United States is
banned by Congress.

But in February, a report
from the US National Acad-
emy of Sciences and the US
National Academy of Medicine
said that clinical trials for gene
editing of human reproductive
cells “could be permitted in
the future, but only for serious
conditions under stringent
oversight.”

Frances Flinter, professor
of clinical genetics at Guy’s
and St. Thomas’ NHS Foun-
dation Trust in Britain, who
was not involved in the study,
said it’s impossible to com-
ment on a reported scientific
development that has not been
peer-reviewed and published in
a reputable scientific journal.
—Xinhua ®
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Trump asks US Congress to help in
fight against gangs, 1llegal immigration

BRENTWOOD, (New York) —
US President Donald Trump on
Friday painted a dark and brutal
portrait of American communi-
ties he said had been ravaged
by gang violence as he pressed
Congress to help him stop illegal
immigration and boost depor-
tations.

Speaking to law enforce-
ment officers in Brentwood, New
York, on Long Island, Trump
highlighted his push to crack
down on members of the Mara
Salvatrucha gang, better known
as MS-13, whose existence the
White House blames on lax en-
forcement of illegal immigration
from Central America.

“They don’t like shooting
people because it’s too quick. ...
They like to knife them and cut
them because that way it’s more
painful,” Trump said, flanked on
stage by about 100 uniformed
officers. He repeatedly referred
to gang members as “animals”
and “thugs.”

Critics blasted Trump for
using language that they said
dehumanized immigrants and
for seemingly advocating rough
treatment of people arrested
for crimes. “Please don’t be too
nice,” Trump told the officers.
“Like when you guys put some-
body in the car and you’re pro-
tecting their head, you know, the
way you put their hand over? ...
I said, you can take the hand

US President Donald Trump delivers remarks about his proposed US
government effort against the street gang Mara Salvatrucha, or MS-13,
to a gathering of federal, state and local law enforcement officials in
Brentwood, New York, US, 28 July 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

away, OK?”

Jeffery Robinson, deputy
legal director at the American
Civil Liberties Union, said that
Trump’s remarks run counter to
the American ideal that a person
is “innocent until proven guilty.”

“By encouraging police to
dole out extra pain at will, the
president is urging a kind of law-
lessness that already imperils
the health and lives of people of
colour at shameful rates,” Rob-
inson said in a statement.

Friday’s trip gave the presi-
dent an opportunity to showcase
some progress on his agenda
even as his push to overhaul
healthcare failed in Congress -

and some respite from a power
struggle among his senior staff
that blew up on Thursday.

Trump urged Congress to
appropriate more money for
immigration agents and judges,
and to give them more authority
to quickly deport people from
Central America who cross the
border illegally. While Trump
thanked various administration
officials and local lawmakers for
their work on the gang issue,
he did not mention his attorney
general, Jeff Sessions. Sessions
was in El Salvador to promote
the administration’s fight against
gangs.

The MS-13 gang first took

root in the United States in
Los Angeles in the 1980s in
neighbourhoods populated
with immigrants from El Sal-
vador who had fled its civil
war. The Justice Department
has said MS-13 has more than
10,000 members across the
United States.

In Brentwood, about 30
miles (50 km) east of New
York City, MS-13 was behind
the murders of two teenage
girls last September and four
young men in a park in April,
authorities said.

There have been 17 mur-
ders on Long Island tied to
the gang since January 2016,
according to the Suffolk Coun-
ty Police Department.

Under Trump, Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment has targeted the gang,
deporting more than 2,700
criminal gang members in
fiscal 2017, up from 2,057 in
the entire previous fiscal year,
the White House has said.

Trump made concerns
about illegal immigration a
centrepiece of his campaign.
His administration is taking a
harder line on Central Amer-
ican youth who have crossed
the border illegally without
guardians — a group that
law enforcement has said has
been targeted for recruitment
by MS-13.—Reuters B

Senior Iraqi Kurd seeks to allay concerns
on independence bid

WASHINGTON — An Iraqi
Kurdish leader sought on Friday
to allay concerns an independ-
ence referendum would hurt the
fight against Islamic State, after
the US State Department said
the planned vote would distract
from “more urgent priorities”
like the defeat of the militant
group.

Speaking in Washington,
Masrour Barzani, head of the
Kurdish government’s Security
Council and son of President
Barzani, said the government
was committed to fighting “ter-
rorism regardless of the politi-

cal relationship with Baghdad.”

Barzani cited the Kurds’
role in fighting Islamic State.
The Kurds play a major role in
the US-backed campaign to de-
feat the ultra-hardline Sunni Is-
lamist group that overran about
a third of Iraq three years ago
and also controls parts of Syria.

The 25 September vote
could turn into another re-
gional flashpoint and is likely
to strain Iraq’s frayed federal
unity. Neighbours Syria, Turkey
and Iran, who also have sizable
Kurdish populations, are all op-
posed to an independent Kurd-

istan in northern Iraq.

Germany, a major Euro-
pean ally for the Iraqi Kurds,
has said it was concerned the
referendum could exacerbate
tensions in Iraq.

“Those opponents who say
this is not the right time, my
question to them is when is the
right time? ... When ISIS invad-
ed parts of Iraq and attacked
Kurdistan, once again we were
told it’s time of war so it’s not
the right time. Now that ISIS
is on the verge of collapse we
are again being told it is not the
right time,” he said.

While saying it appreciated
the “legitimate aspirations” of
the people of Iraqi Kurdistan,
the State Department said last
month it supports a “unified,
federal, stable and democratic
Iraq” and had voiced its con-
cerns to Kurdish authorities.

The Kurds have been seek-
ing an independent state since
at least the end of World War
One, when colonial powers di-
vided up the Middle East, but
their territory ended up split
between modern-day Iraq, Syr-
ia, Turkey and Iran.—Reuters @
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Russian Pacific Fleet
toreceive first 2
Varshavyanka-class
submarines in 2019

VLADIVOSTOK — The Russian
Pacific Fleet will get the first two
Varshavyanka-class diesel-elec-
tric submarines in 2019, RIA
news agency quoted Russian
Deputy Defence Minister Yuriy
Borisov as saying on Friday.

The Varshavyanka-class
(Project 636.3) is an improved
version of Kilo-class subma-
rines that features elements of
advanced stealth technology,
extended combat range and the
ability to strike land, surface and
underwater targets.—Xinhua l

Australian counter-
terrorism police arrest
fourin Sydney

SYDNEY — Australian coun-
ter-terrorism police arrested four
people in raids late on Saturday
across several Sydney suburbs
aimed at disrupting plans for
“terrorist attacks”.

“These operations are
designed to disrupt and prevent
plans to undertake terrorist at-
tacks in Australia,” Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull said in an
emailed statement.

Australian Federal Po-
lice said the raids by the Joint
Counter Terrorism Team in four
suburbs in different parts of the
City “relate to an ongoing investi-
gation."—Reuters &

District police chief
killed in Afghan'’s
Ghazni Province

GHAZNI, (Afghanistan) — The po-
lice chief for Gilan District of east-
ern Ghazni Province was killed
and two policemen wounded in
a clash with the Taliban militants
on Saturday, an official said.
Spokesman for the provin-
cial police Fahim Amarkhil said
the incident took place early
Saturday, when Abdul Mateen
Hemmat, police chief of Gilan
District, had been called for help
to the policemen clashing with
insurgents in Gilan District of the
province.—Xinhua @



30 JULY 2017

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

WORLD

11

Hamburg attacker was known to
security forces as Islamist — Mayor

BERLIN — The 26-year-old mi-
grant who killed one person and
injured six others in a knife at-
tack in a Hamburg supermarket
on Friday was known to German
security forces as an Islamist,
the city’s mayor said.

Olaf Scholz said during a
news conference on Saturday
that an initial investigation found
that the man, an asylum seeker
who could not be deported be-
cause he had no identification
papers, is also believed to have

psychological problems.
Hamburg police chief Ralf
Martin Meyer said that while ini-
tial findings showed the attacker
had acted alone it could not be
completely ruled out that he had
accomplices. —Reuters B

Police investigators work at the crime scene after a knife attack in a supermarket in Hamburg, Germany, on 28
July, 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

Iran says new tensions between
Revolutionary Guards and US Navy

BEIRUT — The Iranian Rev-
olutionary Guards said on Sat-
urday that US Navy ships came
close to their vessels in the Gulf
and shot flares.

The USS Nimitz and an
accompanying battleship drew
close to a rocket-bearing Ira-
nian vessel on Friday and sent
out a helicopter near a number
of Guards vessels close to the
Resalat oil and gas platform,
the Guards said in a statement
published by their official news
site Sepah News.

“The Americans made a
provocative and unprofessional
move by issuing a warning and
shooting flares at vessels...” the
statement said. “Islam’s warri-
ors, without paying attention to
this unconventional and unusual
behaviour from the American
vessels, continued their mission
inthe area and the aircraft carri-
er and accompanying battleship
left the area.”

There was no immediate of-

ficial comment from Washington
on the Revolutionary Guards’
statement.

Last Tuesday, a US Navy
ship fired warning shots when
an Iranian vessel in the Gulf
came within 150 yards (137 me-
tres) in the first such incident
since President Donald Trump
took office in January, US offi-
cials said.

In a statement, US Naval
Forces Central Command said
the patrol craft, named Thunder-
bolt, fired the warning shots in
front of the Iranian vessel after
it ignored radio calls, flares and
the ship’s whistle.

The vessel belonged to the
Revolutionary Guards, the state-
ment said, adding that it stopped
its unsafe approach after the
warning shots were fired.

A US official, speaking on
the condition of anonymity, said
the Iranian boat was armed
but that the weapons were un-
manned.

The Thunderbolt was ac-
companied by a number of other
vessels, including those from the
US Coast Guard.

Years of mutual animosity
had eased when Washington lift-
ed sanctions on Tehran last year
as part of a deal to curb Iran’s
nuclear ambitions.

But serious differences re-
main over Iran’s ballistic missile
programme and conflicts in Syr-
ia and Iragq.

The Trump administration,
which has taken a hard line on
Iran, recently declared that Iran
was complying with its nuclear
agreement with world powers,
but warned that Tehran was not
following the spirit of the accord
and that Washington would look
for ways to strengthen it.

During the presidential
campaign last September,
Trump vowed that any Iranian
vessels that harass the US Navy
in the Gulf would be “shot out of
the water”. —Reuters H

Suspected Boko Haram
militants issue video

of three kidnapped oil
survey team members

BAUCHI, (Nigeria) — Suspect-
ed Boko Haram members re-
leased a video on Saturday that
shows three kidnapped mem-
bers of an oil exploration team
in northeastern Nigeria, one of
whom asks the government to
reduce the use of force against
the jihadists.

The team, which included
university staff and employees
from Nigeria’s state oil firm,
was kidnapped by suspected
members of the Islamist mili-
tant group while searching for
oil in the conflict-ridden north-
east on Tuesday.

A rescue attempt on
Wednesday ended in the deaths
of at least 37 members of the
original prospecting team and
the rescuers, including Nigerian
military and armed vigilantes,
according to officials and mili-
tary sources.

It prompted a change of
tactic by the government amid
a spate of attacks by the group
whose bid to create an Islamic
state in the northeast led to the
deaths of at least 20,000 people
and forced some 2.7 million to
flee their homes since 2009.

In the video, seen by Reu-
ters, the men are seen seem-
ingly unharmed and sitting
crosslegged on a red floor in
front of a patterned wall. The
video was obtained by Sahara
Reporters, a US-based journal-
ism website.

The University of Maidu-
guri confirmed the three men in
the video were their staff mem-
bers. It also released a photo of

them late on Friday.

“I want to advise that the
use of excessive force is not the
solution. “We want to call on the
federal government to meet this
demand and, as promised, they
will release us immediately,”
said one of the men, who iden-
tified himself as a lecturer at
the university.

The jihadist group split
last year, with one faction led
by Abubakar Shekau operating
from the Sambisa Forest — a
vast woodland area in the north-
east — and the other, allied to
Islamic State and led by Abu
Musab al-Barnawi, based in the
Lake Chad region where the
search for oil took place.

“I want to call the acting
president, Yemi Osinbajo, to
come to our rescue to meet the
demand of soldiers of calipha
under the leadership of Abu
Musab al-Barnawi,” said the
same man in the four-and-a-half
minute video.

Acting President Yemi Osi-
nbajo on Thursday dispatched
military chiefs to the northeast
to help regain control of the sit-
uation after insurgents have
launched attacks with renewed
zeal in the past few months.

The state oil company,
which contracted university
staff, has for more than a year
surveyed what it says may be
vast oil reserves in the Lake
Chad Basin. It wants to reduce
its reliance on the southern Ni-
ger Delta energy hub, which last
year was hit by militant attacks
on oil facilities. —Reuters B

Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) headquarters are
seen in Abuja, Nigeria, on 28 July, 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS



12 WORLD

30 JULY 2017

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

Drought-hit Rome narrowly avoids water rationing

ROME — Rome narrowly avoid-
ed water rationing on Friday af-
ter a deal between the regional
government and the city’s wa-
ter company defused a row over
drawing water from a drought-af-
fected lake.

Taps had been due to run dry
for 1.5 million Romans for up to
eight hours a day from Monday,
and Mayor Virginia Raggi urged
the central government to inter-
vene. Authorities had banned
utility firm from drawing water
from nearby Lake Bracciano,
which is running low following
weeks of minimal rainfall and
unusually high temperatures.

But a new, late order allowed
the company to keep drawing
from the lake, which provides
about 8 per cent of the city’s
water, at progressively reduced
quantities that must be complete-
ly phased out by 1 September.

“We avoided 1.5 million peo-
ple ending up without water. It
is good news for everyone! But
we will not let our guard down,”
Raggi, a member of the anti-es-
tablishment 5-Star Movement,

People prepare sailboats next to a sandspit that emerged due to the drought in the lake of Bracciano, north of
Rome, Italy, on 26 July 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

wrote on Twitter. Rome’s water
woes have taken on a political
edge, with Raggi’s opponents
accusing city hall — the biggest
shareholder in ACEA — of ignor-

ing the building drought crisis.
Nicola Zingaretti, the presi-
dent of the Lazio region around
Rome, said Raggi had avoided
responsibility. By keeping wa-

ter running in one of Europe’s
most popular tourist cities, Rome
had avoided “making a dreadful
impression internationally”, En-
vironment Minister Gian Luca

Galletti said.

But now, he said, the city
must fix its decayed and ruptured
pipes, which leak about 40 per
cent of the water they carry. “We
cannot waste any more time.”

Even though rationing has
been averted, the government
could still consider declaring a
state of emergency for the area,
in response to a direct request
from Raggi, Galletti added.

Wildfires have torn across
parts of southern Italy and
reached Rome’s coastal fringe
earlier in July, a month in which
rainfall has been 72 per cent
down on normal levels, accord-
ing to Sky Italia’s weather TV
channel. Lake Bracciano, about
30 km (19 miles) north of Rome,
has dropped by about one meter,
revealing dry sand spits.

The government has al-
ready declared a state of emer-
gency because of drought in the
northern provinces of Parma and
Piacenza, freeing up 8.65 million
euros ($10 million) to buy drink-
ing water tanks and invest in in-
frastructure—Reuters B

With opposition absent, Venezuela
socialists vie for assembly seats

CARACAS — One candidate is
the son of Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro, and another
is his wife. A third is a socialist
militant who late socialist leader
Hugo Chavez once said should be
jailed for issuing death threats.

But of the 6,120 candidates in
Sunday’s election for a 545-mem-
ber legislative super body, none
are from Venezuela’s opposition
— which is boycotting what it
calls a rigged ballot meant to
consummate a dictatorship.

Critics say Maduro is less
interested in rewriting the consti-
tution — which already provides
generous powers to the executive
branch — than he is in obtaining
the near-absolute powers that the
new legislative body would have.

It would be able to dissolve
state institutions and its decisions
could not be overruled by any
other government agency.

The absence of the opposi-
tion, which won a landslide vic-
tory in 2015 legislative elections,
means the pool of aspirants for
the all-powerful assembly is a
mixture of well-known ruling So-
cialist Party leaders and rank-
and-file pro-government activists.

Two-thirds of them will vie

o~

Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro delivers a speech during the
closing campaign ceremony for the upcoming Constituent Assembly
election in Caracas, Venezuela, on 27 July 2017 . The banner reads

“Power”. PHOTO: REUTERS

for seats distributed via munic-
ipalities and state capitals. The
remainder are running for seats
allocated to specific demographic
groups, ranging from students to
fisherman and farmers.

The son of Nicolas Madu-
ro, who has the same name, is
running as a candidate for public
sector workers. In an interview
with local media, he said he is
qualified because he led a presi-
dential inspection team created
by his father to monitor public

works, giving him valuable infor-
mation to protect workers’ rights.

“We visited hospitals, public
works, social programmes — it
was very advanced,” the younger
Maduro, 27, told local television
station Venevision this week.

On the ballot to represent
Caracas, the capital, is First
Lady Cilia Flores, a Socialist
Party power broker who has
been widely accused of install-
ing family members in positions
of power—Reuters

Man says he killed wife on
Alaska cruise ship because
she laughed at him

SAN FRANCISCO — A man
killed his wife on an Alas-
ka-bound cruise ship because
“she would not stop laughing”
at him, reports said Friday.

Kenneth Manzanares, 39,
was charged with murdering
his wife after he was found with
blood on his hands and clothes,
and with blood spread through-
out the cabin on a Princess
Cruises ship Tuesday night, ac-
cording to a criminal complaint
by the FBL

Kristy Manzanares, 39, had
a severe head wound, but au-
thorities have declined to release
other details.

The couple planned to cele-
brate their wedding anniversary
on the 3,080-passenger Emerald
Cruise that left Sunday from Se-
attle to Alaska for a seven-day
trip. Kristy was found dead Tues-
day night when the cruise ship
was travelling between Ketchi-
kan, Alaska, and Juneau, capital
of Alaska.

Passengers went into the
couple’s cabin before medical
workers and security officers

had arrived and saw the wom-

en on the floor covered in blood,
according to court documents.

Someone asked Man-
zanares what happened and he
said: “She would not stop laugh-
ing at me,” according to the FBI
complaint.

A ship security officer hand-
cuffed Manzanares and while the
FBI searched him, he said: “My
life is over;” said the complaint.

Manzanares made his first
court appearance Thursday by
teleconference from Juneau,
where he is in custody, said an
AP report.

He appeared to be crying
at times before the hearing, the
report said.

Bail has not been set and a
preliminary hearing was sched-
uled for 10 August.

Manzanares has no crimi-
nal history, according to online
Utah court records. Kristy, who
was a real state agent in St.
George, Utah, was “a dedicated
and loving mother who juggled
her business schedule to make
her children the top priority,”
according to a statement from
her company—Xinhua M
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Mona Khalil along with other people releases baby sea turtles in EI-Mansouri village, near the southern city of Tyre,
Lebanon, on 24 July 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

Conservationists strive to
protect Lebanon’s sea turtles

EL MANSOURI, (Leb-
anon) — On Lebanon’s
beaches, endangered sea
turtles have a human ally
to help them in the face of
myriad threats.

Mona Khalil, 77,
founded The Orange
House Project in 2000 to
protect sea turtles on the
south Lebanon beach in el
Mansouri from predators,
pollution and encroaching
humans.

“I am teaching and
encouraging the new gen-
eration how to take care of
the environment and as I
am getting old I want the
new generation to contin-
ue what I am doing now”,
she said.

With sea turtles re-
turning to the same beach
where they were born to
lay their eggs, Khalil re-
locates nests threatened
by agriculture and installs
metal grids to protect
them from predators.

She also raises
the eggs by hand at the
group’s facility and re-
leased the first of this
year’s baby turtles earlier
this month.

Every time there
are new hatchings and
turtles released she in-
vites groups of families
and school children to
watch.

“I didn’t know we had
sea turtles who came to

this beach here to lay their
eggs here,” teacher Fat-
en Chalhoub, 34, who was
there with her nieces told
Reuters.

“When I saw them for
the first time it brought
me great happiness, I
loved them. I fell in love”,
she added.

There are some in the
town who feel differently
about Khalil’s work. Her
activism was responsible
for banning dynamite fish-
ing in the area, which re-
sulted in her house being
shot at and attempts to
burn her farm down.

There are two species
of sea turtle that breed in
Lebanon, the green tur-

tle, which is an endan-
gered species and the
loggerhead turtle, which
is classed as a vulnerable
species.

The exact number
of turtles in the eastern
Mediterranean is uncer-
tain. An estimate cited by
the World Wildlife Fund
suggested that there
were 60,000 nesting fe-
male loggerhead turtles
worldwide.

Khalil is determined
to carry on with her work,
despite any hostility, “I
fought for 17 years, so
why not, 18, 19, 20 more.
As long as God gives me
life, I am a fighter”, she
said.—Reuters |

Flooding threatens US Mid-Atlantic,
central Appalachians

WASHINGTON — Heavy
rains will drench the US
Mid-Atlantic and central
Appalachians on Satur-
day after flooding over-
night closed roadways
and forced water rescues
across the region, forecast-
ers said. A swathe of land
from eastern North Caroli-
na up through Washington

D.C. and southern Penn-
sylvania could expect an
additional 2 to 5 inches (5
to 13 cm) on Saturday after
more than 4 inches (10 cm)
fell in parts of the region,
the National Weather Ser-
vice said in advisories.
“Flash flooding from
heavy rain will cause a
potentially life threatening

situation overnight,” the
National Weather Service
said early on Saturday
morning in flash flood
warnings and watches it
issued for the region. Nu-
merous people were res-
cued from vehicles stuck
inflooded roadways across
the region in southwest-
ern Pennsylvania includ-

ing Pittsburgh and in the
Washington DC metro area
on Friday night, according
to Accuweather.com. The
storm system will bring
gusty winds of up to 45
mph (70 kph) to the region,
causing rough surf, beach
erosion and strong rip cur-
rent, Accuweather said in
its forecast. —Reuters ®

CLAIM’'SDAY NOTICE

MV KOTA RATANA VOY.NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTA
RATANA VOY. NO () are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 30.7.2017and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SADVANCE CONTAINER
LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’SDAY NOTICE

MV SIMA PERFECT VOY.NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV SIMA
PERFECT VOY. NO () are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 30.7.2017and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of HPT where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SNEW GOLDEN SEA LINES
Phone No: 2301185

Invitation for Expression of Interest
for No.(27) Garment Factory(Yankin)
Under No.(3), Heavy Industries Enterprise,
Ministry of Industry

No.(27) Garment Factory (Yankin)(to build a
Myanmar International Business Center as an Interna-
tional Standard) under NO.(3) Heavy Industries Enter-
prise, Ministry of Industry is intended to cooperate with
investors as Joint VVenture on 2.205 Acres.

The investors who interested in those cooperation
are required to submit their Draft Proposal addressing
to Technical Development Department, NO.(3) Heavy
Industries Enterprise under Ministry of Industry at Of-
fice No.(37), Nay Pyi Taw, the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar not later than 4:00 p.m. (Myanmar Stan-
dard Time) on 31 August 2017.

The interested entities can inquiry, takeover the
Eol Form and submit the Draft Proposal at above of-
fice by presenting the following documents of company
profile from the date (1.8.2017);

Documents of Company Profile

- Valid Certificate of Incorporation

- Memorandum of Association & Articles of
Association (MoA & AoA)

- Name of Foreign Technical Cooperation
(if it is local company)

(For more information, contact to this

No: +95 67 408293, 67 408132, 67 408193)
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Clooney vows to sue French magazine over twins’ photos

LOS ANGELES — George
Clooney on Friday said he
would take legal action against a
French magazine that published
the first photos of his newborn
twins.

The “Ocean’s Eleven” actor
said photographers from Voici
magazine “scaled our fence,
climbed our tree and illegally
took pictures of our infants in-
side our home.”

Clooney said in a statement
that the photographers and the
magazine “will be prosecuted
to the full extent of the law. The
safety of our children demands
it.”

Clooney and his human-
itarian lawyer wife, Amal,
announced the arrival of the
twins — a boy and a girl called
Alexander and Ella — in June

but have given no details,
photos or interviews about
them.

Voici on Friday published
grainy photos of Amal and
George Clooney, dressed in
swim wear, each carrying one
of the babies in their arms.

They appear to be walk-
ing in a garden in what the
magazine said was the Cloon-
eys’ villa near Lake Como in
Italy.

Voici magazine did not im-
mediately respond to requests
for comment.

The babies are their first
children for the couple, who
married in Venice, Italy in 2014
in a big celebrity ceremony but
who have tried to keep their
personal lives private since
then.—Reuters &

George Clooney and his wife Amal pose on the red carpet as they arrive for the screening of the film “Money
Monster” during the 69 Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, France, on 12 May 2016. PHOTO: REUTERS

Racially charged ‘Detroit’ is story
that needed telling, Bigelow says

LOS ANGELES — As a white
filmmaker from Northern Cal-
ifornia, Oscar-winning director
Kathryn Bigelow was aware she
may not be the “perfect person”
to bring the racially charged sto-
ry behind the 1967 Detroit riots
to the big screen.

But the resonance of Bige-
low’s “Detroit” with the pres-
ent-day Black Lives Matter
movement, fueled by police slay-
ing’s of unarmed black men and
women in the last three years,
was too powerful for her to ig-
nore.

“Am I the right person to
tell the story? Absolutely not.
Am I the perfect person to tell
this story? Absolutely not. But
it’s a really important story that
needs to be told, and that was my
overriding motivator,” Bigelow
told Reuters on Wednesday.

“Detroit,” which opens in
major US cities on Friday and
the rest of the country next week,
follows events in the summer
of 1967 when tensions between
black Detroit residents and a
predominantly white police force
erupted into major riots.

It focuses on the lit-
tle-known events of one night at
the Algiers Motel, where white
police officers shot three young
black men after hours of psycho-
logical and physical abuse of a
wider group of black men and
two white women.

Director and producer Kathryn
Bigelow is interviewed at the
premiere of “Zero Dark Thirty” at
the Dolby theatre in Hollywood,
California in 2012. PHOTO:
REUTERS

The director said she want-
ed to “invite an audience to
engage with this on a human
scale,” putting people right in-
side the palpable tension and
fear within the hotel.

Bigelow, 65, was the first
woman to win an Oscar for di-
recting with her 2008 Iraq war
movie “The Hurt Locker.”

Her take on “Detroit” has
earned strong reviews and
praise, with many movie critics
calling it timely but painful to
watch.

Official details of the killings
inside the Algiers Motel do not

exist, so Bigelow relied heavily
on accounts of the survivors,
especially a woman named Julie
Delaney, who was on the film set
every day.

“I'was able to feel fairly con-
fident that there was a height-
ened degree of authenticity and
it closely aligned with her mem-
ory of the situation, even though
it was very emotional,” she said.

She first heard about the
Algiers Motel incident in 2014,
during civil unrest in Ferguson,
Missouri, after unarmed black
teenager Michael Brown was
fatally shot by a white police
officer. Brown’s death sparked
nationwide marches and the
Black Lives Matter movement
that protests police treatment
of minorities.

Though the events in “De-
troit” occurred a half-century
ago, “it certainly speaks to the
severity of the situation because
we still have yet so far to go in
order to somehow see a mean-
ingful conversation about race
in this country,” Bigelow said.

She welcomes the positive
reaction to the film so far; saying
it is “almost a relief” that the
Algiers Motel incident has been
brought to light.

“This story, this tragedy,
this atrocity, the executions of
these three young men — their
deaths are no longer a secret,”
she said—Reuters B

I grew up with my daughter:
Reese Witherspoon

LOS ANGELES — Actress
Reese Witherspoon feels
like she grew up with her
daughter, Ava, and can’t
believe she is turning 18 in
September.

The “Big Little Lies” star
says she finds it “weird” that
her daughter will be an adult
within a matter of months,
reported Entertainment

Tonight.

“It’s so weird. I can’t be-
lieve she’s 18. But she’s great,
and we did it together. I feel
like we grew up together, it’s
great,” she says.

Reese also has Deacon,
13, with her ex-husband Ryan
Phillippe and Tennessee, four,
with her current spouse Jim
Toth.— PTI MW

Former Oasis frontman
Liam Gallagher to ‘roll with
it’, says would love a reunion

SANTA MONICA — There is
“nothing more” Liam Gallagh-
er would love than to have a
reunion of Qasis, the British
rock band he once fronted with
his older brother Noel.

“I would love for us to be
speaking about Oasis music,
rather than a Liam solo album
or a Noel solo album,” Gallagh-
er said during an interview in
Santa Monica this week to pro-
mote his upcoming solo album,
“As You Were”.

Formed in Manchester
in 1991, Oasis had its heyday
at the height of Britpop fame
in the 1990s, with hits such as
“Don’t Look Back In Anger”
and “Wonderwall”.

But the brothers’ famous

feuds led to a split-up in 2009,
after tempers flared at the
Rock en Seine festival in Par-
is, prompting Noel to quit the
group.

“He thinks he’s the man
and I think 'm the man, do you
know what I mean?” Gallagh-
er said, shedding light on the
reasons for the breakup with
a tag referring to the group’s
1997 album.

Gallagher held out hope
for fans keen on reconciliation,
however, saying: “Maybe one
day when we get back to be-
ing brothers...the natural thing
would be to make music.”

“I do love him, without
a doubt. He’s my brother.”
—Reuters @
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Hitler exhibition in Berlin bunker asks: How could it happen?

BERLIN — More than 70
years after Adolf Hitler
committed suicide in his
Berlin bunker in the final
days of World War I, an ex-
hibition in the capital exam-
ines how he became a Nazi
and what turned ordinary
Germans into murderers
during the Third Reich.

For decades it was ta-
boo in Germany to focus
on Hitler, although that has
begun to change with films
such as the 2004 "Downfall",
chronicling the dictator's
last days, and an exhibition
about him in 2010.

The exhibition "Hitler -
how could it happen" is set
in a bunker in Berlin that
was used by civilians dur-
ing World War II bombing
raids — close to the bun-
ker where Hitler lived while
Berlin was being bombed
and which is not accessible
to the public.

It examines Hitler's
life from his childhood in
Austria and time as a paint-

er to his experience as a
soldier during World War I
and his subsequent rise to
power. Other exhibits focus
on concentration camps,
pogroms and the Holocaust
that killed 6 million Jews.
It ends with a contro-
versial reconstruction of
the bunker room where
Hitler killed himself on
April 30,1945 - replete with
grandfather clock, floral
sofa and an oxygen tank.
The exhibit is behind glass
and is monitored by cam-
era, with visitors forbidden
to take photographs.
Exhibition curator
Wieland Giebel, 67, said
he had been accused of
"Hitler Disney" for putting
the room on show. But he
defended the decision, say-
ing the exhibition focused
on the crimes carried out
by Hitler's regime, add-
ing: "This room is where
the crimes ended, where
everything ended, so that's
why we're showing it."

He said he had been
asking how World War II
and the Holocaust came
about ever since playing
in the rubble of post-war
Germany as a child, and
said the exhibition attempt-
ed to answer that question.

"After World War I a
lot of Germans felt humil-
iated due to the Versailles
Treaty," Giebel said, refer-
ring to the accord signed in
1919 that forced defeated
Germany to make massive
reparation payments.

"At the same time
there was anti-Semitism
in Europe and not just
in Germany ... and Hitler
built on this anti-Semitism
and what people called the
'shameful peace of Ver-
sailles' and used those two
issues to mobilize people,"
he added.

Giebel, who has a per-
sonal interest in the topic
because one of his grand-
fathers was part of a firing
squad while the other hid

.-".. i.
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A general view shows the location of the exhibition entitled 'Hitler - How Could it Happen?'
about German Nazi leader Adolf Hitler during a media tour in a World War Two bunker in
Berlin, Germany, on 27 July 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

a Jew, said he also wanted
the exhibition to show how
quickly a democracy could
be abolished and make
clear that undemocratic
movements needed to be
nipped in the bud.

He said the exhibition
showed some Germans be-
came Nazis as they stood

to gain personally when
the property of Jews was
expropriated, while others
were attracted to the Na-
zis because they were un-
happy about the Versailles
Treaty and "followed Hit-
ler because he promised
to make Germany great
again'.

The exhibition, which
features photographs,
Hitler's drawings, films
portraying his marriage to
longtime companion Eva
Braun, and a model of Hit-
ler's bunker, has attracted
around 20,000 visitors since
opening two months ago.
—Reuters @

Polish street artists out to revive
sleepy Bulgarian village

STARO ZHELEZARE,
(Bulgaria) — A group of
young Polish artists are
bringing a splash of colour-
ful street art to a sleepy vil-
lage in southern Bulgaria
with large outdoor murals,
featuring locals alongside
some of the world's famous
politicians and celebrities.

Eye-catching works,
including portraits of Brit-

e o i T e |

ain's Queen Elizabeth, the
Dalai Lama, Pope Francis,
Angela Merkel, Margaret
Thatcher and Barack Oba-
ma, have been produced
as part of an event called
"Open village/ village
avant-garde".

"The idea is to show
that every individual has
their own style and it is not
important ifyou are famous

or not," said Katarzyna Piri-
ankov, who began painting
in Staro Zhelezare with her
Bulgarian-born husband
Ventzislav a few years ago
in the hope of breathing
new life into the village.
"An old lady from Staro
Zhelezare could say some-
thing important, just like
Barack Obama or Donald
Trump." Locals, who hap-
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Local villager Lazar, walks past murals on the wall of his house, depicting him and
Britain's Prime Minister Theresa May, in the village of Staro Zhelezare, Bulgaria, on 28
July 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

pily posed for murals, hope
the paintings may lure
tourists as well as trigger
a much-needed economic
revival in the village, where
the population shrank five
fold to less than 500 follow-
ing the fall of communism
in Bulgaria in 1989.

Staro Zhelezare is just
a stone's throw from the
largest Thracian temple
unearthed to date in the
Balkans.

Itis one of many villag-
esin the European Union's
poorest member, which is
withering in the face of low
birth rates and the exodus
of young adults to the more
prosperous West.

"I came ... to give some
color and beauty to the
place and to the people,"
street artist Kinga Ma-
tuszewska, who studies ar-
chitecture in Poznan, said
on Friday as she finished
her piece.

"People here are
so nice and friendly."
—Reuters B
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07:26 Am The World's Largest Book
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08:03 Am News
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David Lekuta Rudisha (KEN) of
Kenya runs to win gold, ahead of

(ALG) of Algeria (L) and bronze

de Janeiro, Brazil, on 15 August

silver medallist Taoufik Makhloufi

. medallist Clayton Murphy (USA) |
of USA at Olympic StadiuminRio =

—

k 2016. PHOTO: REUTERS Q

Kenya names London lineup after
meeting anti-doping deadline

NAIROBI — Kenya announced
the final list of competitors head-
ing to next month’s world athlet-
ies championships in London,
with double Olympic 800 metres
gold medallist and world champi-
on David Rudisha flying the flag.

The announcement came
after Kenya failed to meet two
deadlines to submit anti-doping
materials, under a strict new
testing regime, because some
athletes were racing in the Dia-

mond League circuit.

They were given a final dead-
line of Saturday, according to the
Anti-Doping Agency of Kenya.

“We are happy to announce
that all the doping procedures
have been completed today and
we are ready to depart for Lon-
don on Tuesday,” Jackson Tuwei,
Athletics Kenya chairman, told
reporters.

Kenya’s reputation for mid-
dle and long distance running has

been tarnished by failed doping
tests among its elite athletes,
including former three-times
Boston and Chicago marathon
winner, Rita Jeptoo, and Jem-
imah Sumgong, the first Kenyan
female to win an Olympics mara-
thon gold medal.

The International Associa-
tion of Athletics Federations has
demanded that each Kenyan ath-
lete must submit to three urine
tests and one blood test.

Middle-distance runners
Ferguson Rotich, Kipyegon Bett
and Emmanuel Korir will be
heading to London but Michael
Saruni will not.

“Technical officials have ad-
vised us that his form is wanting,”
Tuwei said.

Another to miss the trip is
Nicholas Bett, the defending
400 metre hurdles champion
who was ruled out due to injury.
—Reuters B

Myanmar
team in
friendly
versus
Japanese
team

Shine Htet Zaw

The Myanmar U22 team
will play a friendly match
with Ryutsu Keizai Univer-
sity team from Japan at Thu-
wana Stadium today. This is
the first of two matches in
final preparation for the 2017
Southeast Asian Games, also
known as the SEA Games. A
second match will be played
on 2 August.

The final roster of players
to compete in the SEA Games
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia will
be determined after these two
matches.

In preparation for the
SEA Games, the Myanmar
U22 team has played two in-
ternational matches, three in-
ternational friendly matches
and a friendly match at home.
The two matches with Ryutsu
Keizai University are the last
competitions before leaving
for Kuala Lumpur.

The Myanmar U22 team
started off with around 30
players in middle of June and
is now down to 26 players.

In the upcoming SEA
Games that begin on 19 Au-
gust, Myanmar is in Group
A with Malaysia, Singapore,
Laos and Brunei. B

Russians take triple gold in Budapest; Manuel beats Sjostrom

BUDAPEST — Russia took tri-
ple gold across the 200-metre
events at the world champion-
ships on Friday, thanks to Anton
Chupkov and Yuliya Efimovaina
breaststroke double and Evgeny
Rylov in the backstroke.

They upstaged Simone
Manuel, who claimed the top
prize for the United States in
the women’s 100m freestyle.
She had shared Olympic gold
at the Rio Games last summer,
but took the medal outright this
time, beating top-ranked Sarah
Sjostrom of Sweden.

Sjostrom had gone under

the 52-second barrier in the
4x100m relay and was again
under world-record pace at the
turn. But Manuel, a 20-year-old
Texan, clawed her way level with
25m left and with her final five
strokes clocked an American-re-
cord time of 52.27 seconds.

“My legs were burning but I
just really had to dig deep,” said
Manuel, who was aged two when
the US won its last women’s gold
in the blue riband event in 1998.

“My path to swimming has
justbeen a progress forward and
a drop in time and trying to get
better.”

Sjostrom finished 0.04 sec-
onds back. Denmark’s Pernille
Blume took bronze.

“I am really disappointed,
itis so sad when I can’t do it the
whole way,” said Sjostrom.

Among the Russians, Chup-
kov overhauled his Japanese ri-
vals to claim men’s 200m breast-
stroke gold in two minutes 06.96
seconds.

Yasuhiro Koseki and Ippei
Watanabe, the world record hold-
er, had traded leads through-
out before Chupkov produced a
winning burst in the final 50m.
—Reuters B

Anton Chupkov of Russia. PHOTO: REUTERS
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About Lingua France

Language being the hu-
man connection, it is the system
of communication in words with
which people speak and write.
People use language in every
waking moments of their life.
Different nationalities have dif-
ferent languages in that there
should be alanguage to be used
between them. The language
is called lingua franca. Now-
adays, English has become a
lingual franca in many parts of
the world, from Western parts
to Eastern parts. For this fact,
the number of people who learn
English is increasing years by
years.

The Importance of English

English is sometimes
called the international lan-
guage of business due to the
expansion of international trade
every year and bringing contact
to new countries; therefore, not
learning English would leave
us disadvantaged in economy.
Moreover, English is important
for learners of Science as most
of the technical terminologies
are English words. Besides,
English is essential in the event
of following international news
of latest scientific development,
new discoveries and up-to-date
technologies, as most of them
are written in English. In addi-
tion, English plays an important
role in the academic world for
the following reasons:

* If an English speaking
country offers the best program
of the field you are in, English
will bring an opportunity to you

to study in the country with top
scholars.

» Western top-rated uni-
versities are inviting academic
people from all over the word,
such as scholars, graduated
students, lecturers and pro-
fessors, and the lingual franca
is used to communicate.

* English is required to
be proficient not only in stud-
ying as well as teaching but
also in attending international
conferences and publishing
worldwide.

Furthermore, worldwide
writers and top journalists re-
quire to have a good command
of English. As for them, excel-
lent English skill is analogue to
swimming skill: they can find
what they need in the electronic
pool of information very well like
the way a good swimmer can
swim in a pool skillfully. For in-
stance, for journalists, they can
find background information of
interviewees even if the inter-
view is in their own language;
for writers, they can do a careful
study of their topics by using
online resources before they
actually write an article. Lastly,
English can make communica-
tion easierin travelling as it is an
international language. If your
career is in tourism industry,
English is extremely important
in communicating with your cli-
ents, and as a result, you can ef-
ficiently finish your work faster.

About four skills

There are no languages
in the world that do not have
four skills: listening, speaking,
reading and writing. English is
no exception, but Mathematics
is although it is the language
of Science. By the sense of Ab-
stract Mathematics, four skills
can be separated into two sets:

first pair = (listening, Speaking)
and second pair = (Reading,
Writing). Since First pair n
second pair= @, they are in-
dependent and hence learning
can be done parallely or sep-
arately. This means that you
can learn reading and writing
while you are pratising listen-
ing and speaking or after you
have competent listening and
speaking practice. Therefore,
skills should be arranged in
this order: listening, speaking,
reading and writing.

About listening and speak-
ing

Generally, people draw an
analogy between their brain
and baby brain: when babies
are born into this world, they
are unable to speak as they have
no language, and they have to
learn speaking through listen-
ing. Therefore, listening should
be the initial point where you
should start to develop speaking
skill. When you listen enough,
you can speak. This analogy is
only suitable for young teen-
agers, who are younger than
twelve years. As for learners old-
er than twelve years, they need
to have the knowledge of the
followings for easier learning:
about their brain and the states
of mind as well as the main types
of learning:

Brain is a mysterious or-
gan in human body. In gener-
al, it has left and right hemi-
spheres: of two, left hemisphere
is responsible for language.
When your ears receive words,
whether unfamiliar or familiar,
they are transformed into elec-
tric pulses, and then moving up
along the nerves to the brain.
Whenever a current of electric
pulses, a sulcus appears in the
brain. SEE PAGE-C

The Pickpocket
in Sight

Sandakuu Mae
Grade 4 (Y.1.S)

&

The exhausted people includ-
ing Amanda with her mother
stopped at the bus station. Many
passengers dashed out the bus
once the door opened. When it
was Amanda’s group to go, im-
patient commuters tried to jos-
tle and shove their way. She got
pushed and was the last to enter.

The bus was packed with
full passengers. Amanda was
quite miffed at some peo-
ple who acted rudely to her.
She tried to make her way to
a free space.

Suddenly, she spotted a
teen with a cap, looking sus-
picious. He had his beady eyes

on a lady’s chic designer hand
bag. A purse was peeking out
of the bag.

She was just about to ignore
that shady boy, when she saw
the devil snatched the purse at
alightning speed with is nimble
fingers. Her eyes flashed and di-
lated with horror. “Pickpocket!!
Pickpocket!! she shrieked. The
shifty man was about to escape,
but the people caught him. The
bus screeched to a stop.

Curious onlookers watched
the commotion. The Victim
rushed to reclaim, and the thief
begged the angry people not to
hit him. The bus dropped at the
police station, and the criminal
was handed over to the police.
The lady thanked Amanda for
her purse. Her mother was im-
mensely proud of her courage.

The Surprising Gift I Have
Never Expected

Shwe Wati Oo
Grade 2 (ILBC)

It was 7th May. It was my
birthday! I jumped out of bed, I
took a bath, I got dressed with
my favorite cloths and I ran
downstairs.

“My birthday!! My favorite
day! I yelled. It was my best day
and I can do anything I want! I
can have my favorite food for
lunch and dinner, I can play
computer games and I can get
presents, too. This is the happi-
est day of my life!

Suddenly, there was a
knock on the door. Who could it
be? it was my auntie. My auntie

said, “Happy Birthday, dear!
“Then she gave something to
me. It was a cage with the red
sheet on it. It was a bunny! the
little bunny was fluffy, white,
cute, cuddly and quiet in the
cage. It looked so shy. I named
it Rosena because it smelled
as good as rose. I built a hutch
for Rosena. Every day, I give it
enough water. I feed her lettuce
and carrots. She nibbles what
I feed and I clean it. I always
play with it after school. Rosena
always hops and skips in the
garden. I love playing with it in
the backyard garden. How cute
itis ! I'love it so much.

Rosena is the surprising
birthday gift that if have never
expected.

Invitation to young writers for Sunday section

The Global New Light of Myanmar is accepting submissions of poetry, opinion, articles, essays and short stories from young people for its weekly Sunday Next Generation Platform. Interested candidates can
send their works to the Global New Light of Myanmar at No. 150, Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road, Bahan Township, Yangon or by email to dce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com with the following information:
(1) Sector you wish to be included in (poetry, opinion, etc.), (2) Real name and (if different) your penname, (3) Your level of education, (4) Name of your School/College/University, (5) A written note of declaration
that the submitted piece is your original work and has not been submitted to any other news or magazine publishing houses, (6) A color photo of the submitter, (7) Copy of your NRC card, (8) Contact information
(email address, mobile number, etc.).— Editorial Department, The Global New Light of Myanmar news office
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Comprehension: Food and diets

PREVIEW
Read the title of the article. Do you know what a diet is?
Isitjust about weight-loss? Are there different kinds of
diets? Check three statements that you think are true
about this article.

a. Adiet is a kind of food.

b. Only western countries have diets.

c. You can make your own diet.

d. Diets work better with exercise.

e. A diet is when you control what you eat.

Now read the article.
What is a diet?

Does the word diet immediately make you think of
a weight-loss program? If it did, you are not alone. In
marketing food, “diet” usually describes foods low in
calories, e.g. diet soda.

Diet also means the food and drinks a person con-
sumes daily. Every person’s diet is different depending
on their nutritional needs. Someone who is overweight
may need to eat less carbohydrates and oily food while
a person with diabetes may need to avoid sugar.

Here is a short guide to some diet choices:

Organic: Organic foods are grown with no pesticides
or herbicides. There are also no GMOs (genetically
modified organisms) in organic food.

Vegetarian: They don’t consume meat for ethical
reasons, which means they think you shouldn’t kill other
animals for eating. Vegetarians don’t eat meat, fish and
poultry but some may eat eggs. They usually eat grains,
pulses, nuts, seeds, vegetables and fruit. They may also
consume dairy products like cheese, milk and yogurt.

Vegan: Vegans don’t eat meat or any other by-prod-
ucts from animals including dairy products and eggs.
They may also not use any items that are in some way
derived from animal parts. For example some beer
brands contain fish bladder and some plastics like
shopping bags are made with animal fat.

Local: Any food that is made within 100 miles of
where you live can be called local food. The idea is that
eating local food reduces pollution from cars and trucks
that would have to travel long distances to transport
food to other areas. Locally grown crops are mostly
fresh since they are usually picked within 24 hours of
your purchase. Money spent on local food goes to the
farmers in the area and they in turn spend in on other
businesses in the area thus supporting the local economy.

A healthy diet mainly consists of fruits, vegetables,
unsaturated fats and lots of water. Also eat less “junk
food” like fries, burgers, pizza and other food cooked
in deep oil.

MAIN IDEAS

1. Look at the statements you checked in the preview.
Did they help you understand the article?

2.Read each statement. Decide ifit is true or false. Write
T for true and F for false next to it.

1. Every person’s diet is the same.

2. Organic food is grown within 100 miles of
the consumer.

3. Vegetarians and vegans don’t consume
animals.

4. Vegans eat dairy products.

5. Local food helps reduce pollution.

6. “Diet” also means weight-loss.

3. Give short answers to the questions. VOCABULARY
A. Here are some adjectives to describe types of food.
1. How many diet choices were mentioned in the 1. Acidic- foods that taste sharp or contains a lot of
article and what are they? acid (e.g. lemons, limes)

2. Bitter- food with a sharp taste (like broccoli, al-
monds and bitter gourd)

3. Burnt- food that has been cooked for too long (like
barbequed food)

4. Creamy- Soft, smooth food that contains cream

2. Describe some food vegetarians usually eat. (like yogurts and mousses)

5. Crispy- food that is fresh and firm but also breaks
easily (like potato chips)

6. Crumbly- food that breaks to the touch (like bis-

cuits and cheese)
7. Greasy- food that has been fried in oil (fried foods
3. What is one other thing vegans don’t do with like burgers)
animals? 8. Juicy- food that contains a lot of juice (like water-
melon and oranges)

B. Fill in the blanks with the correct adjectives from

the previous list.
4. Why are local foods usually fresh? 1. Potato chips make a sound when you chew them
because they are .
2. Most fruits, like oranges, have a lot

of juice in them.
3. Yogurts are smooth and

4. Fried, food is bad for you so don’t
5. Name some junk food. eat too many burgers.
5.Bitter gourd tastes __ thatis why itis
named that!

6. When food has been cooked for too long, it is

7. Lemons and limes have a sharp taste so they are
called .

8. Biscuits easily break away when you press on them
so they are

PRONUNCIATION
Try saying this classic tongue twister to practice your —
pronunciation. L
et - ;
T |
Betty Botter bought some butter b
But she said the butter is bitter "’M
If | put it in my batter ._,..-'"
It will make my batter bitter .
But a bit of better butter - ;
Would make my batter better F’Z* .
So she bought a bit of butter Far | 1 o - The answer to today’s
Better than her bitter butter } . exercise will be included in

And she put it in her batter d , .
And the batter was not bitter H next weelk’s Sunday Special.
So that was better Betty Botter )
Bought a bit of better butter See you next time

Zaw Htet Oo
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FROM PAGE-A

The state of mind is the sta-
tus of consciousness. There are
two states of mind: conscious and
unconscious mind. With regard
to the state of mind, there are two
types oflearning. They are active
learning and passive learning:
active learning is any learning
with conscious mind, whereas
passive learning is any learning
with unconscious mind.

Active learning is not enough
for the adolescent; additionally,
they need to learn passively.
Roughly paying attention to oth-
er people’s speaking in crowded
areas, taking a lap in lectures,
playing radio while sleeping at
night, listening to speeches of the
famous while taking a shower or
cooking, watching videos without
subtitles and listening to slow
songs without comprehending
their lyrics are all English lis-
tening practice through passive
learning. Passive learning can
only help with listening skill only,
but implicitly with speaking skill.

When you have had enough
listening practice through both
passive learning and active
learning, it have taken one step
closer to to acquire fluent speak-
ing. Speaking has four elemets:
prounciation, speaking grammar,
ascent, stress and intonation. It
is helpful to study phonetic keys
for the sake of correct prouncia-

tion, but it is unnecessary to do
so if you strongly practise lis-
tening through passive learning.
The proficient understanding
of phonetic keys will help you
pronounce words that you have
never seen before by looking at
their symbols in dictionary. Con-
versely, the weakness of passive
learning is that there always is a
bigger deviation of prounciation
of words from native speakers’
than prouncing with phonetic
keys; this is because passive
learning encourages to immitate
what you heard and speak.

Learning speaking gram-
mar will help you speak infor-
mally rather than formally, which
means you can have a natural
conversation. Nevertheless, it
is not the end of the world if you
use formal grammar in conver-
sations. It depends on the choice
of your language style at the end
of the day.

Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionaries define accent as ‘a
way of pronouncing words of a
language that shows which coun-
try, area or social class a person
comes from.’ Different nationali-
ties have different accents. Some
learners are worried about their
accents as theirs are not even
similar to native speakers’. For
this reason, a lot of learners miss
out other important skills to de-
velop while trying to acquire na-

tive speakers’ accent. Accent is
hard to change instantly. It takes
ages to fix your accent unless
you start speak English when
you were a kid or you move to an

English-speaking country.
Even if one can fix successfully,
the accent of mother tongue will
remain constantly.

Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionaries define stress and
intonation as: stress is an extra
force used when pronouncing a
particular word or syllable, and
intonation is the rise and fall of
the voice. The proficient use of
stress and intonation can bal-
ance out the natural weakness
in accent. Thus, not having the
accent of a native speaker is not
the end of the world, but the weak
practice of stress and intonation
is.

About reading and writing
As for reading and writing
skills, active learning is at your
disposal. Both skills need the
proficient manipulation of eight
parts of speech, namely noun,
verb, adjective, adverb, pro-
nouns, proposition, conjunction
and interjection. It is the lifeblood
of both skills. In addition to this,
a rich pool of vacabularies is
essentially required. This will
further be discussed in the fol-
lowing section. Composition and
vocabulary are all required for

reading, and also the overlapping
elements of both skills.

Another two elements of
writing are grammar and style.
Excellent grammar will help you
to have the good command of
language; no grammatical er-
rors throughout a long text will
leave impression on readers.
Impression is very important in
coveying author’s idea to read-
ers. Another noteworthy bene-
fit is that perfect grammar can
show author’s credibility, and to
convince readers that conveyed
ideas and facts are reliable and
trustworthy.

Before you write, there is the
first thing that you must do: it is
chosing the style of your writing.
Initially, based on what you want
to write, you should consider a
type of writing, such as formal
writing, informal writing, de-
scriptive writing, argumentative
writing and letter writing, and
then you have to follow the style
of the type of writing that you
chose. Any writing with its wrong
style is not appealing enough to
judge the credibility of an au-
thor — whether he is educated,
scholar; reliable or trustworthy.
About vocabulary

The richest source of vocab-
ularies is dictionary. Having a
rich pool of vocabularies will help
you read and write faster. None-
theless, the pool of vocabularies

for reading and listening should
be larger than that of for writ-
ing and speaking. The reason is
that you have the control on the
choice of words; you can make
readers and listeners under-
stand in any way you can. On the
contrary, writers and speakers
will not pay attention to whether
you would know words they use
because they do not know the
pool of your vocabularies.

Biggest Hindrances

The biggest hindrance in
learning English is not think-
ing in English. Most learners
think in their first language to
speak or to write; they translate
their first-language words into
English words, and then they
build up a sentence. It is worse
when they are having trouble
with choosing grammar pat-
terns. Most native speakers
find it hard to understand as it
isnot conveyed as English sense.
Similarly, they are translating
into their first language while
listening or reading; they do not
understand unless they can find
words in their language. Howev-
er, whether you would interpret
or translate is your choice while
reading or listening as long as
you can respond fast enough to
communicate and you can com-
prehend well enough at least not
to misunderstand texts.
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Rakhine, an
Arc- shaped
Coast Teeming
with Coral

Reefs

By Dr. Saw Mra Aung

Rakhine had been little known to the
world until the conflicts in Rakhine. It had
stood as an independent, sovereign kingdom
for many years before Myanmar powerful
King Badon’s conquest over it in 1784. It
again fell under the British rule at the end of
the First Anglo- Myanmar War (1824-1826).
It was freed as part of Myanmar, when the
latter got back her independence in 1948.
It is today one of the seven states of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Rakhine State is a coastal strip in the
western-most part of the country, bounded
by the Bay of Bengal on the west and a
chain of north-south running mountains
called “Rakhine Yoma”, the continuation
of the Eastern Himalaya, on the east. The
mountains are high in the north and lower
gradually southwards, averaging over 3000
feet above the sea-level with its highest peak
named “Zwan-taung” (Mountain of Hawk),
which reaches 6500 feet. Especially, the
mountains become parallel to the coastal
line in the southern part. The region is wider
in the north, curves eastwards in the middle
and tapers towards the south, taking on the
shape of a crescent moon, after which it is
reputedtobe]&cdkifurfajcvjcrf;ajr}.Itcoversa
total area of 14,200 square miles, measuring
360 miles in length, 100 miles in the widest
place and 20 miles at the southernmost tip(
Negrais Cape). It shares its borders with

Bangladesh on the north-west, Chin State
on the north and Ayeyawady Region on the
south-east.

To the west, the Naff river flows, form-
ing the boundary between Rakhine and
Bangladesh. It is 50 miles long and flows into
the Bay of Bengal with its estuary one and
a half miles wide. Low hills in Bangladesh
stretch as far south as Sittwe and thence
submerge under the sea and re-emerge
as a series of islands including Yanbye,
Manaung and Pharongar Islands a few
miles off the coast. There is shallow water
between the islands and the coast, where
sediments are still being deposited. Its 300-
mile long coast is fringed with sandy beach-
es studded with greenery coconut-groves
and some stratified rocky islands a few miles
off. The coast , especially in the southern
part, is outlined irregularly with coral reefs,
headlands, small bays, gulfs, detached rocks
and formidable cliffs, especially where lower
ridges projecting from the Yoma approach
close to the beaches. The Ngapali Beach
four miles west of Thandwe, the Kan-tha-yar
Beach 17 miles north of Gwa and the Point
Beach at the southern tip of Sittwe Island,
are noted for their unspoiled beauty.

Rakhine State has a total population
of over 2 million, who are distributed in
17 townships. It is a multi-ethnic region
peopled by the Rakhines, the Mros, the
Khamis, the Thets, the Kamans, the Daing-

Boats sailing on the Kaladan river.
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nets and other ethnic races. However, it is
from the Rakhines, who form the biggest
racial group, that the name of the state
is derived .Population density is higher in
the northern part where wide stretches
of flat land lie. This part, is watered by
three major rivers such as the Kaladan, the
Mayu and the Lemyo and their numerous
tributaries. All the rivers rise in the high
mountainous terrains in the northern part
of Rakhine State and the southern part of
Chin State, then find their meandering ways
in the middle parts and finally empty into
the Bay of Bengal, forming wide alluvial
plains. They all are navigable up to their
upper reaches. Ancient Rakhine kings, due
to easy access and good fertility, established
cities like Dhannavati, Vesali, Mrauk U and
Launggrat, etcin the plains of the Kaladan
and the Lemyo rivers.

Criss-crossed with many creeks which
have their sources in the Rakhine Yoma
such as the Dala creek, the Ann creek,
the Ma-ae creek, the Tanlwe creek, the
Taung-gok creek, etc and cut off by some
low ridges sloping sporadically down from
the Yoma towards the coast, the southern
flat land seemed to the ancient Rakhine
kings too narrow and too rugged to house
cities. So They founded all the cities in the
northern vast plains, apart from Dvara-
vati(Thandwe). As most tributaries of
the major rivers flows on the undulating
ground, they rush headlong in some places.
Therefore, they cannot be navigable in all
seasons. But some water-falls are found in
their upper reaches. Out of the water-falls,
the Saing-din water-fall in the upper part of
the Mayu river and the Tan-tin water-fall in
that of the Yoe creek are highly potential for
generation of hydro-power.

The rivers in Rakhine bear their par-
ticular meanings. The term “Kaladan” is
the corruption of the compounded Pali word
“ Kulatthana”, in which “ Kula” means “
Lineage” and “ tthana” “ ground or land”,

Ngapali Beach.

thus connoting “ Native Land of Rakhine
Lineage”. This denotes that the Rakhines
have been inhabiting the banks of this river
since time immemorial. It is also known
by another Pali name “Gacchapanadi “,
meaning the river having numerous rocks
shaped like a turtle’s back. The Lemyo river
is so called, for four ancient towns thrived
on its banks. The Mayu river has its Pali
derivative, “ Mayura” bearing the sense, “
The Haunt of pea-fowl”.

When Rakhine was incorporated into
the British empire after the First Anglo-My-
anmar War(1824-1826), the British in 1826
shifted the capital from Mrauk U, the last
capital of Rakhine kings, to the island at the
confluence of the Kaladan, the Lemyo and
the Mayu and named it “ Akyab”, which is
today known as Sittwe, the current capital of
Rakhine State. It is said that Akyab was so
named by the British after a pagoda bearing
that name, situated west of it since yore and
that the name was in the post-independence
period changed to Sittwe after a Sittae (Mil-
itary Guest-house) which seemed to be a
remnant of the Colonial Period .

The climate is tropical monsoon. It
is determined by the periodic monsoons
which blow from the sea to the land be-

tween May and October and reverse its
direction between November and April.
Thus does the cycle of three distinctive
seasons — the hot season, the rainy season
and the cold season- go round regularly
in a year. The temperature rises to 84°F
in May, the hottest month of the year and
falls down to 70°F in January, the coldest
month. The average annual rain-fall is just
over 200 inches. Although its climate is
moderate for its nearness to the sea, it is
prone to storms at the advent of the rains.
Due to heavy rain, ever-green forests thrive
in mountainous regions, covering an area
of 8470 squares miles with tidal forests in
the tidal- affected areas.

Shut off by the sea and high mountain
ranges from the outside world, Rakhine
remained almost an isolated region in an-
cient times. But, since the beginning of
the Christian Era, it was in contact with
its neighbouring countries by a few land-
routes and sea-routes. There was a land-
route through Rakhine from Assam to Pyu
region beyond the Rakhine Yoma during
the 1st century A.D. There were also sea-
routes between Sri Lanka and the eastern
coast of India(ancient Tamralipti port which
is today known as Tamluk) and Rakhine

during Vesali Period(4th A.D-9th A.D). The
term “Pharongar” (The name of islands off
the Rakhine coast) is said to be corrupted
from the term “ Bharukaccha”, which was
a famous sea-port( It is today known as
Broach) on the western cost of India during
the life time of the Buddha. It is convinc-
ingly thought by this corruption that the
contact between Rakhine and India might
go back to the time of the Buddha. Today;,
Sittwe, Thandwe and Kyaukphyu have ports
where ocean-liners from oversea- countries
flock to undertake maritime transactions.
The Sittwe port was one of the greatest
rice-exporting harbours in Asia some years
ago. The Kyaukphyu port is the one whose
water is the deepest in South-east Asia. So
the ocean-liners and cargoes of any size
can land at it without any worry for being
grounded. There are some mountain-passes
which link Rakine and Central Myanmar
viz- the Bhu-ywat-ma-nho pass, the Sit-
twe-Ann-Yangon pass, the Dala pass, the
Taung-gok pass and the Gwa-Nga-thaing-
chaung pass. The Bhu-ywat-ma-nho pass,
which connects Bhu-ywat-ma-nho village
on the right bank of the Ram creek near the
site of Old Vesali with Bagan, is the oldest
and has been in use since Vesali Period.
For their early contacts with India and
Sri Lanka, the Rakhines claim themselves
to be one of the earliest in Myanmar who
received Buddhism. They also deem them-
selves staunch Theravada Buddhists as
well as strict observers of morality. There is
an age-long tradition amongst them that the
Buddha paid a personal visit to Dhannavati
city, had the Mahamuni Buddha image cast
out of five noble metals in his presence and
left it behind for public devotion when he re-
turned to Majjhimadesa. They take a great
pride in this Mahamuni tradition, holding
that they had been converted to Buddhism
since then. It is axiomatic to say that if
someone happened to cast doubt over their
cherished tradition, they would be cut to the

quick. The Taung-pauk-gyi Stone Inscription
and the Fat-monk Inscription with Brahmi
scripts paleographically datable to the 3rd
and the 1st centuries B.C corroborate the
claim of this tradition to a large degree.
As Rakhine is favoured by nature,
ever-green forests grow lushly in the Ra-
khine Yoma and swampy areas and tidal
forests in the tidal-affected areas all the
year round. They produce a great variety
of timber such as Pyinkadoe (Xylia dolabri-
fomus), Padauk (Pterocarpus), Kywanthit
(Tectonagrandis), Panhe (Artocarpus het-
erophyllus), Thangyan (Hopea odorata),
etc and Lahmu(Sonneratia caseolaris),
Kanasoe (Baccaurea sapida), Byu (Rhizo-
phora cylindrical), etc. Different crops and
fruits such as paddy, sesame, ground-nut,
tobacco, coconut, areca-nut, oil-coconut,
rubber, onion, sugar-cane, chilli, banana,
citron, cucumber, gourd, tomato, carrot,
mustard, etec are cultivated in abundance in
alluvial plains, on silted islands and in the
narrow plains between creeks. Specifically,
coconut grows in a large number along the
coast. Many areca-nut plantations are found
in Manaung and Yanbye Islands and in the
upper reach of the Lemyo river. Rubber
is grown in the environs of Thandwe. Ye
Island near Manaung Island is famed for
its high yield of onion. The sea and all the
rivers and creeks in Rakhine are full of fish,
crabs, shrimps, lobsters and other marine
lives etc. From Pharongar islands, Yanbye
Island, Manaung Island and Muze Island
comes a considerable amount of petroleum.
Large reserves of natural gas are lying
trapped in the sedimentary rock layers
under the sea a few miles off the coast.
Nowadays, a large amount of natural gas
from the Rakine off-shore is being export-
ed to China by pipes, earning the State a
lot of foreign currency. A small amount of
inferior coal and ore is mined in Manaung
and Yanbye islands. Marble is quarried on
a commercial scale from Nepu Hill near
Taung-gok and limestone in a large amount
from Kyaukphyu, Thandwe, Gwa, Taung-gok
and Yanbye. Ptolemy, a Roman geographer,
who reached South-east Asia during the 2nd
century A.D called Rakhine “Argyre” mean-
ing “Land of Silver” and the coast of Lower
Myanmar“Chryse Chora” “ Land of Gold”.
But, surprisingly, Romila Thapar called Ra-

khine “Land of Gold”.(Most scholars have
, however, already confirmed that Lower
Myanmar was Suvannabhumi meaning “
Land of Gold”). Anyhow, this is suggestive
that valuable metals like gold, silver, other
valuable minerals ,etc would have be formed
inthe Cenozoic formations of sedimentary
rocks and igneous intrusions in Rakhine.

The soil of Rakhine yields an abun-
dant supply of rice. So rice-cultivation is the
chief economy of Rakhine. Besides rice-cul-
tivation, coconut-growing, salt-making, fish-
ery, timber-extraction, breeding of cattle,
loom-industry, etc are common business-
es in Rakhine. Rice- mills are found in all
towns, saw-mills in Taung-gok and Thandwe
and a sugar-mill in Kyauk-taw. The names
of ancient cities” Dhannavati” meaning
“ Region abundant in rice” and “ Vesali”
“ Region replete with various crops and
cereals” suggest that agriculture has been
thriving in Rakhine since ancient times.

In conclusion, with a vast expense
of the blue sea full of marine lives and
with its underlying rock-beds storing large
reserves of natural gas and oil, densely-for-
ested mountains containing various types
of timber; lingering rivers and creeks rich
in fish of various species and other aquat-
ic lives , wide plains covered with fertile
soil yielding a plentiful supply of crops
and fruits, beautiful sea-beaches edged
with white sands and greenery coconut
palm-groves, ancient cities replete with
antiquities, Rakhine is indeed a paradise
of untold riches (Eldorado) in the west-
ern part of Myanmar. Moreover, Rakhine
brought out some of the best brains of
Myanmar who occupied important posi-
tions in the educational and administra-
tive fields of Myanmar during the Colonial
Period and who played a leading role in
the revolts against the British and the
Japanese. Therefore, this convinces that
Rakhine is invested with human and nat-
ural resources on tap to be exploited for
the national development. If security and
modernity were, therefore, to be brought to
it, it would no doubt become a prosperous
region in a few years to come as well as a
contributor to the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, which is marching towards the
goal of a peaceful, prosperous, democratic
nation. B

Rakhine Yoma.
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Federalism is a critical
process for the peace process

A wide-ranging interview with
Australian Ambassador Mr.
Nicholas Coppel by the Global

touched upon democratic and
economic reform, peace process
and bilateral relations between
Australia and Myanmar.

Q: Myanmar and Australia estab-
lished diplomatic relations since 1952
and became closer after 2011 because
of Myanmar’s political and economic
reforms. Can you give your reflections
on the progress of the two countries’
diplomatic relations?

A: You're right, the diplomatic rela-
tions began since 1952 but we continued
right throughout the military regime as
well. At no stage did we close the embassy
or withdraw the Australian Ambassador;
we kept it open. And nor did Australia
have the complete trade embargo that
some of the other countries imposed
against Myanmar. So Australia has taken
a slightly different approach from many
other countries over the course of Myan-
mar’s history. And the reason for that is
while we were not happy necessarily with
the government, we also felt very sorry
for the people of Myanmar and we didn’t
want to have measures in place which
would hurt the people who were already
suffering a lot under the regime.

So we didn’t have the full trade em-
bargo but of course we restricted exports
of military equipment and contact with
the military. That was the limit of our
sanctions against the regime. So in 2011
after the reforms, we were able to relax
even further but more in relation to con-
tact with the government and we started
early on in delivering our aide program
through the Myanmar government min-
istries rather than working through bilat-
eral partners. We started to slowly build
up our experience and our confidence as
the changes were real.

The bilateral relationship has always
been there and it is now at a period where
its much warmer and much closer than
it has been for many years.

Q: Please share your impression on
progressing federalism, democratiza-
tion, peace and reconciliation process
in Myanmar.

A: Federalism is a critical process for
the peace process. Australia is a federal
system of government, so are the United
States and Canada and so on, but no two
are exactly the same. So what is important
for Myanmar is to go beyond just saying
federalism. What type of federalism is
important? And the different ethnic or-
ganisations and the government need to
reach a consensus on the way forward on
the type of federalism which Myanmar

Australian Ambassador Mr. Nicholas Coppel speaks during the interview at the Embassy of
Australiain Yangon. PHOTO: GNLM/ AYE MIN SOE

he business community has to understand
that they need a little bit of patience because
economic reforms are big tasks.

wants for Myanmar’s situation. And this
is going to be an essential question for
the peace process.

Q: What is your impression on the
ongoing reform process?

A: Both political and economic re-
forms began under the previous gov-
ernment and both types are important.
Political reforms give a voice to the people
but the economic reforms are also about
giving a voice to the people, where people
can choose what they buy, businesses can
choose what they make so there’s much
more freedom and free enterprise and
they support each other. The political
reforms are not the end by any means
but a very critical point with the first fully

contested election in November 2015.
Economic reforms had begun before
than are continuing; we’ve seen a new
investment law, a new company’s law is
soon to be released and these are very
complex types of reform. I think some of
the early ones are the easier reforms but
now we’re getting into the more difficult
phase. The business community has to
understand that they need a little bit of
patience because these are big tasks. But
the decisions are for the parliament and
the people to make.

Q: Australia has normalized trade
and investment relationship with the
appointment of a trade commissioner
to Myanmar. What is your impression

on Myanmar as it strives for political
reforms in parallel with economic re-
forms?

A: We have put in place a trade com-
missioner in the Australian embassy who
is here to promote Australia’s business
and commercial interest in Myanmar,
both in trade and investment. To be hon-
est, Australia doesn’t export a lot to My-
anmar. At the moment the two-way trade
is around $200 million a year. Our main
export item is grain and wheat which is
made into flour and then into noodles and
bread. We hope to grow into the interest
Myanmar has in getting an education in
Australia. Another area we’re keen on is
broadly called the extracting industry like
oil and gas and mining as it’s well known
Myanmar has alot of potential in offshore
gas. Several Australian companies want
to explore for gas and hopefully if they’re
successful it will contribute to Myanmar’s
energy needs as well as to Myanmar’s
export income.

We also have companies involved
mostly in the services sector concerning
the construction industry. Agriculture is a
strong feature of the Australian economy
with some similarities with the geography
of Myanmar. We both have a dry interior
and a tropical north so many types of
the agriculture you see in Australia are
very suitable for Myanmar. So there are
opportunities for us to export the seeds
and the technologies to Myanmar.

Q: The government is now empha-
sizing exporting raw products rather
than quality export products. I think
the technologies for processing these
are very important.

A: I think there are two areas of im-
portance. One is the technology for the
value adding by further processing the
raw material. The second is to improve
the quality of the seeds, the pulses and the
rice so that you can command a higher
price for the product.

Q: Myanmar is also facing the chal-
lenge of the ASEAN economic commu-
nity. So for that kind of thing we have to
produce quality value-added products
so that we can be parallel with the
market economy. I think we need a lot
of technical support in this area.

A: The opening up of Myanmar is
very good for the economy and very good
for the people but it also puts new pres-
sure on the businesses. With products
coming in from other countries, Myanmar
businesses have to become more compet-
itive. If they want to take advantage of the
opportunities from the ASEAN economic
community or the Free Trade Agreement
with ASEAN and Australia, they have to
be very competitive offering a quality
product at a good price.

SEE PAGE-H
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For many years, Myanmar was large-
ly a closed economy and not subject to
those normal commercial pressures
so the business community now has to
become a little faster in adopting new
technology, new ideas, new products and
new designs. Even the packaging, the
marketing and the advertising system
needs to be a little more sophisticated.

But this is part of where growth
comes from. It comes from companies
and individuals adopting better proces-
sors, techniques and having greater pro-
ductivity and being able to take advantage
of the opportunities that are out there.

Q: We want to learn more of Aus-
tralia’s development assistance to My-
anmar. We’ve learned that the presence
of the Australian Aid and the Austral-
ia-Myanmar Business Taskforce, so
please elaborate about these.

A: The Australian Aid program is not
new; we’ve been providing development
assistance to Myanmar for many decades.
At the moment it consists of what we call
abilateral program and it is roughly AUD
75 million or USD 59 million in value.

Our largest investment is in Myan-
mar’s education sector. We believe that
education is the critical ingredient for
Myanmar’s success. Education is needed
for government, for NGOs, for business
and for everything for Myanmar to be able
to take advantage of the opportunities
coming its way.

It is also a sector that has suffered
alot in Myanmar’s history. Expenditure
on education had declined year after year
for many decades. Universities were split
up or closed and it’s really suffered with
a small budget from the government.
And we see that today the younger gen-
eration is not as well educated as their
grandparents were. In most countries,
today’s students are better educated than
their grandparents but it’s the other way
around in Myanmar.

Education is the largest part of our
Aid program and we’re focusing on ba-
sic education, primary level education
through Myanmar’s Ministry of Educa-
tion. We give support to school grants and
stipends to make it more affordable for
children to go to school and for schools
in rural areas to have more resources
for basic needs. A lot of work still needs
to be done on curriculums and teacher
training as well.

We’re contributing on the margins
but of course the biggest contribution
is from Myanmar’s budget. We want to
help more in the ideas and in the ways
of delivering an education system that is
suitable for Myanmar in the 21st century.

We promote the peace process
through the multi-donor trust fund called
the Joint Peace Fund which also sup-
ports those who are participating in the
Panglong Peace Conference. Through
this peace fund we provide assistance to
ethnic armed organisations to prepare
themselves either in capacity building or
in workshops for working out questions
on federalism for example. We do not
have an opinion on what the answer is for

Myanmar and we do not interfere in the
process. We support all the parties to the
process so that they have the resources
to come together to negotiate amongst
themselves towards a peace agreement.

We also provide humanitarian assis-
tance to communities affected by conflicts
in Northern Shan, Kachin and Northern
Rakhine State. We mainly provide assis-
tance to UN agencies who then deliver the
assistance to these communities.

Q: What do you think about the
participation of Myanmar women in
the economic workforce?

A: Well, 'm an outsider in this coun-
try but I have been here for two and a half
years so I have my observations. Women
participate more in certain aspects of My-
anmar’s economy than you see in other
countries but there are elements as well
where women are absent. For example,
in the area of medicine and education,
women dominate Myanmar but there are
almost no women in the military. What
that means is that in senior levels of
government where, traditionally, retired
military officers have moved into senior
government positions, they have been
exclusively male. We also see a number
of women who are prominent in business
and that’s very encouraging.

Q: Gender equality is another chal-
lenge for our workforce.

A: Among the elected representa-
tives, there are not a large number of
women in Myanmar’s parliament but
there are twice as many now than there
were before. We too don’t have anywhere
near 50 per cent female representation in
Australia’s parliament. Equally important
is creating a greater demand for women,
soit’s notjust the supply. That’s important
in politics because it’s an elected office
but in business, it’s your own business
so you can do as you please.

No country 1s
Immune from
terrorism so the
governments of the
world need to work
together.

Q: Can you tell us about the oppor-
tunities and challenges about investing
in Myanmar?

A: There are a lot of opportunities
with a country rich in natural resources,
enormous gas deposits, mineral deposits,
fishing, logging and many other areas. I
think the importance for development
is that it happens in a sustainable and
responsible way and it needs good gov-
ernance structures around that. It needs
a government that is capable of correctly
regulating, not in an exclusive licensed
sort of arrangement, but in regulating to
ensure that the environment is protected,

worker’s rights are protected, commu-
nities that might be affected are either
adequately compensated and consulted
to the development but also ensuring that
taxes are properly collected so that the
benefit goes to the people.

The challenges I think for farm busi-
nesses here are the labor force. While
it’s an opportunity in the sense that it is
alarge labor force, the education levels
of the workforce needs to be up scaled.
I think the biggest constraint is to find
good employees and some businesses
have problems related to land. Many
businesses have problems with contin-
uous power supply. Sometimes if there
is a dispute and you need to go to the
courts, the independence of the justice
system and the transparency of the jus-
tice system also need to be strengthened.

Q: Please elaborate about finan-
cial access since now they’ve opened
international banks here.

A: Well access to finance is an issue
for everybody in Myanmar like the ordi-
nary poor people who wish to get loans are
usually getting loans from other people
and paying interest rates of 20 per cent
a month. This is extremely expensive
money. Yes, there’s microfinance schemes
coming in but still many people can’t ac-
cess that. Rural areas and farmers also
have difficulties in accessing finance for
their farming practices. The foreign banks
that have come in have a very restricted
banking license so they can’t lend to My-
anmar companies.

Q: Please share your experience
in tackling issues like trans-border
crimes, human trafficking and drug
trafficking,.

A: These issues are important ones
and they don’t respect borders so they
are also problems for your neighboring
countries and also for Australia.

Myanmar today is still the second
largest producer of opium and heroin and
it’s the largest source of opium coming
into Australia.

Issues of human trafficking are a
human rights concern. They’re putting
people on boats and their lives are at
risk. They are sold a promise of a good
life and have work somewhere but re-
ally they have a treacherous journey
and many lose their lives at sea. These
are not problems that one country can
solve by itself so it needs regional coop-
eration. We have a Federal Agent from
the Australian Federal Police working
in the embassy since 1990 and primarily
focused on assisting the Myanmar Police
Force in countering drugs.

We have also appointed another per-
son at the embassy from the Australian
Department of Immigration and Border
Protection and we’re providing assistance
to customs and the border force on border
control issues. It’s a small contribution
but it’s recognition that these problems
are not unique to Myanmar and they are
not problems that can be solved by one
country alone.

Q: Terrorism is a global issue, can
you give some comments?

A: That’s right and terrorism is

like drugs and human trafficking which
doesn’t respect borders. No country is
immune from terrorism so the govern-
ments of the world need to work together.
They need to cooperate and share infor-
mation and assist each other to combat
terrorism.

Q: Is there any capacity building
for customs or immigration or border
defense force?

A: We have ongoing programs in all
of those areas. It’s not a large amount of
assistance but it’s very much appreciated.
It’s primarily assistance of knowledge and
methods and methodology, some resourc-
es and equipment too.

Q: Please share any future plans
for strengthening bilateral relations
between our two countries.

A: We’ve got big plans for the bilateral
relationships. We’re hoping to grow the
bilateral trade and investment relation-
ship. We’re trying to boost in particular
the people-to-people connections either
through education.

The new Colombo Plan is about
Australian students coming to learn in
Myanmar either by being enrolled in
Myanmar universities for a semester
program or for short courses or study
tours. It’s important that the youth of
Australia become more aware of and have
abetter understanding of all of Southeast
Asia and North Asia.

It’s important for the members
of the Australian parliament to have
an understanding of the situation here
so that they become more supportive
of what their government is doing in
terms of government assistance in
Myanmar.

Q: I think the new Colombo plan is
about recruiting young ambassadors
to understand more about Myanmar.

A: This is not a volunteer program,
it is an education program.

Q: Anything else you want to share
for our MRTV audience?

A: Well, Australia has been a long
term friend of Myanmar and I think we
will continue to be. The political and eco-
nomic reforms have only enabled us to do
more in Myanmar. We hope to cooperate
more with the government and the people
and to build a brighter and better future
for Myanmar.



