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Pope asks for peace and equality

POPE Francis delivered a
speech at the Myanmar Inter-
national Convention Center-11
(MICC-ID) in Nay Pyi Taw yester-
day, urging Myanmar leaders to
redouble their efforts to justice
and equality for all.

“The future of Myanmar
must be peace, a peace based on
respect for the dignity and rights

of each
The full text member
of the speech  of society,
of Pope respect for
Francis is on each ethnic
Page-7 and group and
the speech its identity,
of Daw Aung  respect for
San Suu Kyiis the rule of
on Page-6. law, and re-

spect for a
democratic order that enables
each individual and every group
— none excluded — to offer its
legitimate contribution to the
common good,” the pope said.

The pontiff’s speech came
immediately after an address
by State Counsellor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, in which she said
“the road to peace is not always
smooth”.

Yesterday’s event was at-
tended by First Lady Daw Su
Su Lwin, wife of Vice President
U Henry Van Thio, Dr. Shwe Hl-
wam, Union Ministers, Deputy
Ministers, the Vatican City Sec-
retary of State Cardinal Pietro
Parolin,

SEE PAGE-3

Pope Francis and State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi attend the meeting with members of the civil societies and diplomatic corps. PHOTO: REUTERS
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Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker holds talks separately with Japanese Speakers

Speaker U Win Myint (Fourth from Left) poses for photo with Mr Date Chuichi, Speaker of House of
Councillors of the National Diet of Japan. PHOTO: MYNMAR NEWS AGENCY

At the invitation of H.E. Mr.
Tadamori Oshima, U Win My-
int, Speaker of Pyithu Hluttaw
who is now in Japan, and party
arrived at the Building of House
of Representatives of Japan at
LST 10 am on yesterday, wel-
comed by H.E. Mr. Tadamori
Oshima. Afterward, Speaker of
Pyithu Hluttaw and party met
with Speaker of House of Rep-
resentatives of Japan and party
at the Special Guest Room.

In the meeting, upgrading
friendship and cooperation

between Japan and Myanmar
Parliaments, continual promo-
tion of investments designed for
Myanmar’s development, dem-
ocratic transition of Myanmar,
Internal Peace and National
Reconciliation and matters on
legislation of the parliament
were respectively discussed.

After that, the Speaker of
Pyithu Hluttaw and party in-
spected round the Building of
the House of Representatives,
explained by responsible offi-
cials.

At LST 10:45 am the Speak-
er of Pyithu Hluttaw and par-
ty met with HLE. Mr DATE
Chuichi, Speaker of House of
Councillors of the National Diet
of Japan at the Special Guest
Room, negotiating matters on
upgrading friendship and coop-
eration between Japan and My-
anmar Parliaments and matters
on legislation of the parliament.

Following that, U Win Myint
and party inspected round the
parliament building.

At LST 6:30 pm Speaker of

Speaker U Win Myint is welcomed by House of Representatives of Japan

Mr. Tadamori Oshima. PHOTO: MNA

House of Representatives gave
a special dinner party to Speak-
er of Pyithu Hluttaw in honour,
at the former’s grand residence.
At 2 pm, Speaker of Pyithu
Hluttaw and party arrived at
Keidanren (Japan Business
Foundation), discussing with
Mr KOBAYYAAHI Ken.
Together with U Win Myint,
Speaker of Pyithu Hluttaw, U
Win Myint Aung, secretary of
the committee on citizens’ fun-
damental rights, Pyithu Hlut-
taw, U En Hton Khar Nawsum,

secretary of the committee for
implementation of national
affairs and internal peace, U
Tun Tun, committee member of
the government’s guarantees,
pledges and undertakings, U
Tun Myint, committee member
of citizens’ fundamental rights,
U Thet Swe, Pyithu Hluttaw
representative and U Thurein
Thant Zin, Myanmar ambas-
sador to Japan and responsible
officials from the Office of Py-
ithu Hluttaw. —Myanmar News
Agency

Senior General separately

receives Saw Mutu Sae Poe of KNU,
Belarus mily delegation

Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing
separately received Ka-
ren National Union (KNU)
Chairman Saw Mutu Sae
Poe and Myanmar-Bela-
rus joint military-techni-
cal cooperation committee
Belarus side chairman,
State Military Industrial Com-
mittee of The Republic of Be-
larus First Deputy Chairman
Maj. Gen. Igor Demidenko
and party at Bayint Naung
reception hall in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday.

In the meeting with KNU
Chairman, matters relating to
status of works conducted for
progress of peace process and
future works for permanent
peace were discussed.

In the meeting with Maj.
Gen Igor Demidenko, in-
creasing military-technical

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing welcomes Saw Mutu Sae Poe of
KNU. PHOTO: MNA

cooperation between the
armed forces of Myanmar
and Belarus, communication
with relevant departments
for non-military technical

cooperation and increas-
ing bilateral relations be-
tween the two militaries
were discussed, it is learnt.
— Myanmar News Agency

17t ASEAN Senior

Official Meeting on

Minerals held

17th ASEAN Senior Official
Meeting on Minerals, a relat-
ed meeting of 6th ASEAN Min-
isterial Meeting on Minerals
was held yesterday morning
at Irrawaddy Grand Ballroom,
M Gallery Hotel, Nay Pyi Taw.

At the meeting Ministry of
Natural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Conservation, De-
partment of Geological Survey
and Mineral Exploration Di-
rector-General Dr. Ye Myint
Swe, Department of Mines
Director General U Khin Latt
Gyi, Department of Mineral
and Geoscience Malaysia
Director General Mr. Shahr
Effendi Abdullal delivered the
opening speeches.

Myanmar and Philippines
took the responsibility of
chairman and vice-chairman
respectively and discussions
under the titles of Trade and

Investment, Capacity Build-
ing, Mineral Information &
Database and Sustainable
Mineral Development were
conducted together with ASE-
AN member countries, AFMA
and CCOP groups.

3rd BOJ Meeting was si-
multaneously held in Maykha
Room where Indonesia was
the chairman and private
companies from Laos, Indo-
nesia, Philippines and Thai-
land discussed about ASEAN
Mineral Award.

10th ASEAN Plus Three
Senior Official Meeting
on Minerals will be held in
the same hotel on 29 No-
vember and the Sixth ASE-
AN Ministerial Meeting
on Minerals will be held
on 30 November it is
learnt. — Myanmar News
Agency
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President
welcomes
Pope Francis

At the invitation of the President
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, Pope Francis, who
hasbeen in Yangon on an official
friendly visit, was welcomed with
a Guard of Honour by President
U Htin Kyaw yesterday evening
at the Presidential Palace in Nay
Pyi Taw.

Pope Francis arrived at the
Presidential Palace at 3:45 pm
and was cordially welcomed by
the President.

Afterwards, the President
and Pope Francis received the
salute from the Guard of Hon-
our. Then the President greeted
Pope Francis along with mem-
bers present at the ceremony.

Present at the welcoming
party were Union Ministers Lt
General Kyaw Swe, Dr Pe Myint,
Thura U Aung Ko, U Thant Sin
Maung, Dr Myint Htwe, U Kyaw
Win, U Kyaw Tin, Myanmar Am-
bassador to Vatican City State
U San Lwin and responsible
officials.

After the welcome cere-
mony, Pope Francis signed the
Special Guest Record Book and
posed for documentary photos
with the President.

Following the ceremony,
President U Htin Kyaw and Pope
Francis met in the lounge for
envoys of the Presidential Pal-
ace.—Myanmar News Agency

President U Htin Kyaw holds talks with Pope Francis in Nay Pyi Taw on 28 November 2017. PHOTO: MNA

Appointment of Singapore ambassador agreed

The Government of the Repub-
lic of the Union of Myanmar has
agreed to the appointment of
Ms. Vanessa Chan Yuen Ying as
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of
Singapore to the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar.

Ms. Chan was born in 1966.
She graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts in Law (Honours) from the
University of Cambridge, England
in 1988. She obtained a Profes-

sional Qualification for the Board
of Legal Education, Singapore in
1990 and practiced law in Singa-
pore from 1991 to 1995.

Ms. Chan joined the Singa-
pore Foreign Service in 1995. Her
portfolios covered North America,
Southeast Asia and International
Organizations. She served at the
Permanent Mission of Singapore
to the United Nations in New York
from January 1999 to August 2002
and at the Embassy of Singapore

in Yangon from October 2007 to
January 2011. She was the Direc-
tor-General of the International
Organizations Directorate in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs from
January 2012 to June 2017. She
also served as the Co-Chair of
the Steering Committee of the
United Nations Development Pro-
gramme Global Centre for Public
Service Excellence in Singapore
from 2013 to June 2017.—Myan-
mar News Agency

Pope asks for peace and equality

FROM PAGE-1
Archbishop of the My-
anmar Roman Catholic
Church Cardinal Charles
Maung Bo, Myanmar
Catholic Church bishops,
ambassadors and charge
d’affaires of foreign embas-
sies in Myanmar, represent-
atives of UN organisations,
representatives of civil so-
cieties, officials from min-
istries and invited guests.

Yesterday’s event was
the pontiff’s second day
in Myanmar. Today, Pope
Francis will hold a Mass for
the public in Kyaikkasan,
Yangon, meet with the State
Sangha Nayaka Committee
in Kaba Aye Hill and with
Myanmar Catholic bishops
at St. Mary’s Cathedral.
The Pope will depart for
Bangladesh tomorrow. —
Myanmar News Agency
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CBT to be implemented in seven villages in
Ayeyawady Dolphin Conservation Area

BEGINNING this high sea-
son, a community based
tourism (CBT) project will
be implemented in seven
villages situated within the
Ayeyawady Dolphin Con-
servation Area, according
to Directorate of Hotels and
Tourism (Mandalay Region).

The CBT project will be
implemented by the Wildlife
Conservation Society (WCS)
in collaboration with the Min-
istry of Agriculture, Livestock
and Irrigation. The project
will be carried out with an
aim to increase the number
of tourists’ arrivals.

“Fishing with the assis-
tance of Ayeyawady dolphin
is unique to Myanmar. The
cooperative fishing practice
between fishermen and dol-
phins attracts tourists. The
local people also earn more
income from demonstration
of fishing with dolphins,” said
U San Yu, the assistant di-
rector of Directorate of Ho-
tels and Tourism (Mandalay
Region).

Two Ayeyawady dolphins jump in Ayeyawady River. PHOTO: WCS

The project will be imple-
mented in seven villages in-
cluding Myitsein, Myitkangyi,
Hsethe, Seinpangon, Ayegyun
and Myaeson villages which are
located between Mingun and
Kyaukmyaung section of the
Ayeyawady River. The author-
ities will transport the tourists
using water vessels with bed
rooms from Mandalay jetties to
Ayeyawady dolphin conservation

area. The tourists have to sleep
on the vessel for overnight trips.

“Previously, people are ask-
ing the water vessel to watch the
dolphins. Now, we will send the
limited number of water vessels
for the tourists. We don’t have
any guest house at the villages.
Therefore, the tourists have to
sleep and eat on the water ves-
sels, said U Han Win, in-charge
of Ayeyawady Dolphin Conser-

vation.

There are 26 dolphins in the
Dolphin Conservation Area in
Mandalay Region. The author-
ities are also promoting the local
business such as pottery busi-
ness, edible oil production and
bamboo hats production busi-
ness in those villages with an
aim to create more job opportu-
nities for the local people.—Aung
Thant Khine ®

Death toll climbs to six in Minbu coal mine blast

FOUR more bodies were
pulled out of a coal mine in
Minbu, Magway Region yes-
terday, bringing the death toll
to six after a pipe injecting ox-
ygen into the tunnel exploded
on Monday..

The blast occurred at
about 3 p.m. on Monday, injur-
ing four and trapping eight un-
derground. Rescue operations
for the eight trapped miners
commenced immediately.

Two were found dead at
about 7:16 pm. At about 6:50
pm yesterday, four more were
found dead. Rescue opera-
tions for the remaining two
miners is still underway.

PHOTO: PHO PYAY

The two bodies recov-
ered on Monday were Aung
Htoo, 22, of Ohmyaytwin Vil-

lage, Ngaphe Township and
Aung Htway, also known
as Ant Bwe, 36, of Kutkai

Township.

The bodies of Ko Kyaw
Min, 32, and Ko Win Htay, 40,
of Ohmyaytwin Village, Nga-
phe Township were recovered
at about 2:50 pm yesterday,
while the body of Ko Kyaw
Myint, 42, of Mogok Township
was recovered at 3:30 pm.

The body of Ko Kyaw
Soe, whose age and home-
town were not available, was
recovered at 6:50 pm.

Rescue operations for
Ko Po Chan of Ohmyayat-
win Village, Ngaphe Town-
ship and Chen Chang Sui, a
Chinese national, is ongoing.
— Pho Pyay (Minbu) B

Comprehensive Motor Insurance should be compulsory for commercial used cars

THE fact that Comprehensive
Motor Insurance should be ob-
ligatory for vehicles used in
commercial purpose should
be embodied in by-law of New
Motor Vehicle which is soon
to be instituted, according to
Myawady Daily.

In order to cover liability

of damage caused by car acci-
dents, Comprehensive Motor
Insurance should be compul-
sory for commercial used cars.

“Commercial used cars
have more possibilities for
getting into accident as they
spend significantly more time
on roads.

Drivers usually flee the
scene when they get into ac-
cident as they cannot afford
to compensate the cost of ac-
cident. Similarities, the owners
are also faced with the diffi-
culties to repair the vehicles.

Comprehensive Motor
Insurance will cover the liabil-

ity of accident if they have in-
surance, an official from Myan-
ma Insurance said Myawady
Daily.

Comprehensive Motor
Insurance is available to be
purchased at Myanma Insur-
ance and 12 private insurance
businesses. —GNLM |
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Myanmar’s trade with EU hit over
US$1.2 billion in first half of this FY

PHOTO: PHOE KHWAR

MYANMAR’S trade with mem-
bers of European Union in first
half of current FY amounted to
over US$1.2 billion, comprising
$789 million worth of export and
$412 million worth of import,
according to the statistics re-
leased by the Ministry of Com-
merce last Friday.

Since April, Germany was
ranked first among EU coun-
tries having the largest trade
value of $297 million with Myan-
mar, followed by Britain at the
second place with about $178
million. France was listed at the
third place with trade values of
about $151 million while Italy
stood at the fourth place with
estimated $112 million and My-
anmar’s trade with the Nether-
lands reached about $99 million.

Value of bilateral trade with

Spain was about $91.6 million
while that with Belgium was $85
million. Trade with Denmark
fetched more than 55.7 million.
Trade values with Czech
Republic, Greece, Cyprus, Swe-
den, Poland, Finland, Bulgarian,
Romania, Luxembourg, Aus-
tria, Hungary, Estonia, Ireland,
Portugal and Malta was less
than $50 million each. Beyond
regional trade regime, Myan-
mar has established trade links
with EU member countries.
The country mainly export-
ed rice, pulses, tea leaf, coffee,
apparel from garment sector on
Cut-Make-Pack basis and fish-
eries while cosmetic, food and
beverages and consumer goods
were imported into Myanmar.
Myanmar reinstated EU’s
Generalized Scheme of Pref-

erence starting from 19* July
2013. Myanmar can enjoy GSP
for export of fisheries, rice,
pulses, agro products, bamboo
and rattan finished products,
forestry products, apparels and
finished industrial goods.

Trade value with EU coun-
tries was about $1.5 billion in
FY 2016-2017, $676 million in
FY 2015-16, $655 million in FY
2014-2015, $553 million in FY
2013-2014, $408 million in FY
2012-2013 and $412 million in
FY 2011-2012.

EU member countries put
investments of US$5.6 billion
from 2013 to end of Sep 2017,
especially in petroleum and
natural gas enterprises, man-
ufacturing, transportation,
hotels and tourism, livestock
businesses. — Ko Htetm

Export increases by US$1.36 billion

from last FY

MYANMAR’S export earnings
from 1st April to 17th Novem-
ber in the current fiscal year
was US$8.6 billion, an increase
of $1.36 billion from last year,
according to the Commerce
Ministry.

The government sector
carried out exports with an es-
timated worth of $2.99 billion,
whereas export income from
the private sector was about
$5.64 billion

Only forestry exports
shows a slight decline of $14.7
million, while other export
sectors increased in trade
value. Exports from finished

industrial goods attained the
highest earning of $3.9 billion,
followed by agro products with
an estimated export value of
$1.8 billion. Minerals exports
received revenue of $895 mil-
lion. Fisheries export income
hit $385 million and export val-
ue animal products were about
$14 million. Other products
worth $1.49 billion were also
traded. Myanmar exports the
goods via sea routes and border
trade gates. Exports through
sea routes fetched $5.7 billion,
while nearly $3 billion worth of
export goods flowed into neigh-
bouring countries via border

trade gates. Myanmar’s agro
products, natural gas, livestock,
forestry products, minerals,
fishery products and finished
industrial goods are exported
to foreign trade partners.

Capital goods such as
machinery, construction tools
including steel, products used
in telecommunication, vehicles
and auto parts, raw industrial
materials including petroleum
products, plastic raw materi-
als, fertilizer, chemicals, and
consumer products such as
pharmaceuticals and cosmetics
are imported into the country—
Mon Mon m

Independent pournalists visit troubled areas in Maungtaw
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Holy Father Pope Francis,
Distinguished Guests,

It is a great joy and a great hon-
our for me to welcome you to this
gathering that reaffirms our faith in
the power and possibility of peace
and loving kindness. Let me begin by
thanking His Holiness for being with
us today. Grazie per essere arrivato
qui da noi.

Your Holiness, you bring us
strength and hope in your understand-
ing of our need, our longing, for peace,
national reconciliation and social har-
mony. Our national anthem, adopted at
the time of our independence, begins
with the words: Never swerving from
just freedom, “reflecting the strongly
held conviction of the founding fathers
of our nation that true freedom cannot
survive without justice. These words
resonate with us today, just as they
did with those who fought for inde-
pendence that our people might be
able to realize their full potential. It is
incumbent on us to continue the task
of building a nation founded on laws
and institutions that will guarantee
each and everyone in our land justice,
freedom and security.

Your Holiness, the challenges that
Myanmar faces are many, and each
challenge calls for strength, patience
and courage. Our nation is a rich tap-
estry of different peoples, languages
and religions, woven on a backdrop
of vast natural potential. It is the aim
of our Government to bring out the
beauty of our diversity and to make
it our strength, by protecting rights,
fostering tolerance, ensuring security
for all. Our most cherished endeavor
is to carry forward the peace process
based on the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement that was initiated by the
previous Government. The road to
peace is not always smooth but it is
the only way that will lead our people
to their dream of a just and prosperous
land that will be their refuge, their
pride, their joy. The quest for peace
has to be reinforced by the attainment
of sustainable development, that the
future of coming generations might
be assured.

Of the many challenges that our
government has been facing, the situ-
ation in the Rakhine has most strongly
captured the attention of the world. As

APOSTOLIC VISIT OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO MYANMAR

Address by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, State Counsellor
of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar International Convention Centre
Tuesday, 28 November 2017

The road to peace is not always smooth,
but it is the only way that will lead our people
to thelr dream of a just and prosperous land
that will be thelr refuge, their pride, their joy.

we address long standing issues, social,
economic and political, that have eroded
trust and understanding, harmony and
cooperation between different communi-
ties in Rakhine, the support of our people
and of good friends who only wish to see
us succeed in our endeavours, has been
invaluable. Your Holiness, the gifts of
compassion and encouragement that
you bring to us will be treasured and we
take to heart your words in the message
for the celebration of the fiftieth World
Day of Peace on 1% January 2017:

‘Jesus himself offers a “manual”
for this strategy of peacemaking in the
Sermon on the Mount. The eight Beati-
tudes (cf. Mt 5:3-10) provide a portrait of
the person we could describe as blessed,
good and authentic. Blessed are the
meek, Jesus tells us, the merciful and
the peacemakers, those who are pure in
heart, and those who hunger and thirst
for justice.

This is also a programme and a

challenge for political and religious
leaders, the heads of international in-
stitutions and business and media ex-
ecutives: to apply the Beatitudes in the
exercise of their respective responsibil-
ities. It is a challenge to build up society,
communities and businesses by acting
as peacemakers. It is to show mercy
by refusing to discard people, harm the
environment, or seek to win at any cost.”

Your Holiness, we are proud and
happy that you have come to our country
a mere six months after the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between
the Holy See and Myanmar. This is not
only the opening of a new era of close
relations, it also constitutes a revival
of old ties that I, and others of my gen-
eration, remember with affection and
appreciation. I began my education at
the St. Francis Convent in Rangoon
which makes me fancy that I am entitled
to special blessings from your Holiness.
But all the blessings you confer will be

State Counsellor Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi
gives a speech during
ameeting with the
Pope and members
of civil societies

and the diplomatic
corps in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

shared by all of us that we may be able
to spread goodwill and joy throughout
our land.

Your Holiness, each age in the life of
a nation brings its own responsibilities
just as it has to bear the legacies of the
past. We today who have been given
the opportunity to effect changes that
could open new vistas of progress for
our nation, will strive to discharge our
duties with probity and humanity we
would like to leave to the future a land
that has been nurtured with care and
respect, a healthy land, a beautiful land.
We would like to leave to the future a
people united and at peace, secure in
their capacity to grow and prosper in a
changing world; a compassionate and
generous people, always ready to hold
out a helping hand to those in need; a
people strong as strong in skills and
whole in spirit.

Your Holiness, the children of your
Church in this country are also the chil-
dren of Myanmar, loved and cherished.
We thank them, as we thank you, for
praying for our nation and all the peoples
of the world. The road ahead is long but
we will make it with confidence, trusting
in the power of peace, love and joy.

Your Holiness,

Continuiamo a camminareinsiemie
con fiducia.

I thank you all.
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APOSTOLIC VISIT OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO MYANMAR
Address to Government Authorities, Civil Societies

Madam State Counsellor,
Honourable Government
and Civil Authorities,
Your Eminence, My Broth-
er Bishops,
Distinguished Members
of the Diplomatic Corps,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am grateful for the kind
invitation to visit Myanmar
and I thank you, Madam State
Counsellor, for your kind
words. I am very grateful to
all who have worked so hard
to make this visit possible. I
have come, above all, to pray
with the nation’s small but
fervent Catholic communi-
ty, to confirm them in their
faith, and to encourage them
in their efforts to contribute
to the good of the nation. I am
most grateful that my visit
comes soon after the estab-
lishment of formal diplomatic
relations between Myanmar
and the Holy See.

and the Diplomatic Corps

Myanmar International Convention Center, Nay Pyt Taw,

Tuesday, 28 November 2017

ed with great natural beauty
and resources, yetits greatest
treasure is its people, who
have suffered greatly, and
continue to suffer, from civil
conflict and hostilities that
have lasted all too long and
created deep divisions. As
the nation now works to re-
store peace, the healing of
those wounds must be a par-
amount political and spiritual
priority. I can only express
appreciation for the efforts
of the Government to take
up this challenge, especially
through the Panglong Peace
Conference, which brings to-
gether representatives of the
various groups in an attempt
to end violence, to build trust
and to ensure respect for the
rights of all who call this land
their home.

Indeed, the arduous pro-
cess of peacebuilding and na-
tional reconciliationcan only
advance through a commit-

[t1s a great sign of hope
that leaders of the various reli-
glous traditions in this country
are making efforts to work to-
gether, In a spirit of harmony and
mutual respect..

I would like to see this
decision as a sign of the na-
tion’s commitment to pursu-
ing dialogue and constructive
cooperation within the great-
er international community,
even as it strives to renew the
fabric of civil society.

I would also like my visit
to embrace the entire popula-
tion of Myanmar and to offer
a word of encouragement to
all those who are working to
build a just, reconciled and
inclusive social order.

Myanmar has been bless-

ment to justice and respect
for human rights. The wis-
dom of the ancients defined
justice precisely as a stead-
fast will to give each person
his due, while the prophets of
old saw justice as the basis
of all true and lasting peace.
These insights, confirmed
by the tragic experience of
two world wars, led to the
establishment of the United
Nations and the universal
declaration of human rights
as the basis for the interna-
tional community’s efforts to

Pope Francis makes a speech during a meeting with members of the
civil societies and diplomatic corps in Nay Pyi Taw, on 28 November
2017. PHOTO: AUNG SHINE 00

promote justice, peace and
human development world-
wide, and to resolve conflicts
through dialogue, not the use
of force.

In this sense, the pres-
ence of the diplomatic corps
in our midst testifies not only
to Myanmar’s place in the
concert of nations, but also
to the country’s commitment
to uphold and pursue those
foundational principles. The
future of Myanmar must be
peace, a peace based on
respect for the dignity and
rights of each member of so-
ciety, respect for each ethnic
group and its identity, respect
for the rule of law, and re-
spect for a democratic order
that enables each individual
and every group — none ex-
cluded - to offer its legitimate
contribution to the common
good.

In the great work of
national reconciliation and
integration, Myanmar’s re-
ligious communities have a
privileged role to play. Re-
ligious differences need not
be a source of division and
distrust, but rather a force
for unity, forgiveness, toler-

ance and wise nation build-
ing. The religions can play
a significant role in repair-
ing the emotional, spiritual
and psychological wounds of
those who have suffered in
the years of conflict. Drawing
on deeply-heldvalues, they
can help to uproot the caus-
es of conflict, build bridges
of dialogue, seek justice and
be a prophetic voice for all
who suffer.

It is a great sign of hope
that leaders of the various
religious traditions in this
country are making efforts
to work together, in a spirit
of harmony and mutual re-
spect, for peace, for helping
the poor and for educating in
authentic religious and hu-
man values.

In seeking to build a cul-
ture of encounter and soli-
darity, they contribute to the
common good and to laying
the indispensable moral foun-
dations for a future of hope
and prosperity for coming
generations.

That future is even now
in the hands of the nation’s
young people.

The young are a gift to be

cherished and encouraged,
an investment that will yield
arich return if only they are
given real opportunities for
employment and quality ed-
ucation. This is an urgent
requirement of intergenera-
tional justice.

The future of Myanmar in
arapidly changing and inter-
connected world will depend
on the training of its young,
not only in technical fields,
but above all in the ethical
values of honesty, integrity
and human solidarity that can
ensure the consolidation of
democracy and the growth
of unity and peace at every
level of society.

Intergenerational justice
likewise demands that future
generations inherit a natu-
ral environment unspoilt by
human greed and depreda-
tion. It is essential that our
young not be robbed of hope
and of the chance to employ
their idealism and talents in
shaping the future of their
country and, indeed, our en-
tire human family.

Madam State Counsellor,
dear friends:

In these days, I wish to
encourage my Catholic broth-
ers and sisters to persevere
in their faith and to contin-
ue to express its message of
reconciliation and brother-
hoodthrough charitable and
humanitarian works that ben-
efit society as a whole.

It is my hope that, in re-
spectful cooperation with the
followers of other religions,
and all men and women of
good will, they will help to
open a new era of concord
and progress for the people
of this beloved nation.

“Long live Myanmar!”

I thank you for your at-
tention, and with prayerful
good wishes for your service
to the common good, I invoke
upon all of you the divine
blessings of wisdom, strength
and peace. H
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Visit of Pope

Francis to
Myanmar

THE world’s smallest country is being endowed with lots of
characteristics of great virtue. Compared to other nations, its
population is infinitesimal, only some 1000 people. The world’s
smallest country is a fully independent nation-state. To be exact,
it is the ecclesiastical state. It is called Vatican City, the State of
the Vatican City, which is the Seat of the Roman Catholic Church.
The State of the Vatican City has an area of about 100 acres. It
is situated in the territory of Italy, but according to A Treaty of
Conciliation signed on 11th November 1929, it stood as the eccle-
siastical state. Though being the tiniest country in the world, it
represents 1.2 billion Roman Catholic believers around the world.
The Head of the State of the Vatican City is Pope Fran-
cis, 266th Pope. Currently, Pope Francis is in Myanmar on a
4-day-official-visit. In Nay

The Papal Visit Pyi Taw, Pope Francis will
representing 1.2 receive the welcome from
e the Guard of Honour and
billion Roman meet with President U Htin
Catholic followers Kyaw. Pope Francis will also
around the world to meet with State Counsellor,
. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Myanma:r 1S not only Besides, Pope Francis will
to meet the believers  makea speech to Members
in Myanmar butalso  of the Union Government,

: - Diplomats and leaders of
topaya f:rlendly visit civil societies at the MICC-
to the State Sangha 2 (Myanmar International
Maha Nayaka and Convention Centre — 2).
simultaneously to _ Also, Pope Francis

o g . will make a prayer service
meet individuals and together with adherents of
societies representing  the Roman Catholic Church
the nation including ~ 1n the Kyaikkasan Grounds.

Similarly, he will visit the
the Myanmar State Sangha Maha Nayaka
President and the Sayadaws in Kaba Aye on a
State Counsellor. friendly visit. It is learnt that

the Pontiff met with Senior

General Min Aung Hlaing,
Commander-in-Chief of the Defense Services. The Papal Visit
representing 1.2 billion Roman Catholic followers around the
world to Myanmar is not only to meet the believers in Myan-
mar but also to pay a friendly visit to the State Sangha Maha
Nayaka and simultaneously to meet individuals and societies
representing the nation including the Myanmar President and
the State Counsellor. The visit of the Pope to Myanmar clearly
exemplifies how freedom of religion is being practiced in
Myanmar and the friendly and generous nature of the people
of Myanmar.

Invitation to young writers for Sunday section

The Global New Light of Myanmar is accepting submissions of poetry,
opinion, articles, essays and short stories from young people for its weekly
Sunday Next Generation Platform. Interested candidates can send theirworks
tothe Global New Light of Myanmar at No. 150, Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road,
Bahan Township, Yangon or by email to dce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.
com with the following information: (1) Sector you wish to be included in
(poetry, opinion, etc.), (2) Real name and (if different) your penname, (3)
Your level of education, (4) Name of your School/College/University, (5) A
written note of declaration that the submitted piece is your original work and
has not been submitted to any other news or magazine publishing houses,
(6) A color photo of the submitter, (7) Copy of your NRC card, (8) Contact
information (email address, mobile number, etc.).— Editorial Department,
The Global New Light of Myanmar news office

1

By U Khin Maung
(A retired diplomat)

Introduction

Whatislaw?

Law is the regime that
orders human activities and
relations through systemat-
ic application of the force of
politically organized society or
through social pressure, backed
by force, in such a society. It is
the legal system1. Under Myan-
mar culture and civilization, law
is everybody’s concern, every-
body’s business. There is an
old-saying in Myanmar. If freely
translated, I think it may read:
“a man may not live hundred
years long, but he may be faced
with over hundred cases or
problems 2. Oxford Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary defines
the term “law” as follows:

“Law is the whole system of
rules that everyone in a country
or system must obey”. Thus,
there is a legal maxim or princi-
ple: “Nobody is above the law”,
“equality before the law.”

Significant legal maxims
and principles

Law is so wide, so delicate,
so demanding, so difficult a
subject that nobody could claim
that he knows all the best about
the laws. As such, may I, with
some sort of legal background,
present to you some of the
significant legal maxims and
principles as follows:

(1) The rule of law, law and
order

(2) Equality before the law,
nobody is above the law.

(3) The letter of the law,
spirit of the law.

(4) Ignorance of law is no
excuse

(5) Conflict of laws

1. The rule of law, law and
order

The incumbent government
is a democratically elected
government, or in other words,
the incumbent government
is “government of the people,
by the people, for the people.”
Together with the people, our
government is carryingout a
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nificant legal maxims
and principles

variety of tremendous tasks.
And one of those tremendous
tasks, I would like to present to
you, with pride and glory as an
ordinary citizen is, about our
democratic people’s govern-
ment’s noble aim and vision

to set up a democratic federal
union. And in connection with
this article, may I present to you
arelevant quotation as follows:
“The first essential condition
for making democracy secure
in our lives” is to base all our
activities, firmly on the rule of
law. There are never two sets
of law, one for those within and
another for those outside the
ruling party. Whoever breaks
the laws, must take the conse-
quences. The rule of law and
equality before the law must
prevail. Law and order is often
equated with the rule of law,
and in this equation the punitive
and deterrentfunctions of law
tend to be over emphasized”.

2. Equality before thelaw. No-
body is above the law

Regarding this legal
maxim, I would like to quote a
British author Fielding Hall’s
impression of Burmese (Myan-
mar) people, mentioned in his
book. “The soul of a people”.
The learned author observed
that “the Burmese are a com-
munity of equals”, in a sense
that has probably never been
known elsewhere”. And accord-
ing to our traditional justice sys-
tem, “the King was the mighty
fountainhead of justice, though
he was not himself above the
law”.

Well, in explaining this
legal maxim, “equality before
the law” may I also mention
its definition in Black’s Law
Dictionary” as follows:

“Equality before the law”
means the status or condition
of being treated according to
regularly established norms of

justice” 1. And many constitu-
tional laws prescribe the notion
that all persons are subject to
the ordinary law of the land,
administered by the ordinary
law court and officials are not
exempt from the general duty
of obedience to the law3. And
with reference to this legal max-
im, may I present to you from
the collection of my memories
something about diplomatic
immunity. Diplomatic immuni-
ty is the general exemption of
diplomatic agents from the op-
eration of local law, or the law of
the country where he is serving.
But this immunity or exemption
means only from procedural
matters and not from legal lia-
bilities. So, if a diplomatic agent
had committed offences in the
receiving state he would be
declared as a “personanon-gra-
ta” and he would be called back
by the sending state and then
legal action would be taken

against him. In essence, nobody
is above the law.

3. Theletter of the law, spirit
of thelaw

“The letter of the law”
means the strictly literal mean-
ing of the law, rather than the
intention or policy behind it.

Spirit of the Jaw means the
general meaning or purpose of
the law, as opposed to its literal
content.

So, learned lawyers would
like to advise and assert that
when studying and applying the
law, both the letter and spirit of
the law should be studied and
applied

4. Ignorance of law is no
excuse

As stated in the introduc-
tion, law is everybody’s busi-
ness’, everybody’s concern.
Nobody could argue that I have
committed such an act or such

an offence, just because I do not
know the law. Lack of knowl-
edge about a legal requirement
or prohibition is never an
excuse in a criminal charge.

In Latin, “ignorantia juris non
excusal”.

5. Conflict of laws

A difference between the
laws of a state or between
the laws of different states or
countries is known as conflict of
laws. If there is a conflict of laws
within a state, the later law shall
prevail over the earlier law. And
if there is a conflict between
the laws of a state party to a
convention and the stipulations
of the convention, then those of
the convention shall prevail.

Conclusion

To sum up, I would like to
quote some relevant words of
wisdom of our legal and literati
giant Dr. MaungMaung who
mentioned in his book “Law
and Custom in Burma and the
Burmese Family” as follows:
“Law is founded on morality
and morality finds its founda-
tion in the moral integrity of
the individual. Law is not or
must not be reduced to mere
words in statute books and legal
decisions, but law is or should
be an active, ceaseless social
process that runs like a nerve
system in the living society, and
the blood stream of law needs
to be constantly renewed and
nourished so that it may accom-
modate change in its continuity,
youth in its age.” Our incum-
bent democratic government is
carrying out tremendous tasks,
together with the people. These
noble tasks include to set up a
democratic federal union.

Reference:

(1) Black’s Law Dictionary By
Bryan A. Garer

(2) m0>mdepecs I S0mdepem
GOgﬁlO’)O%ODéII

(3) Law and custom inBurma
and the Burmese Family.
Dr. Maung Maung, B.LL
(Rangoon),
J.S.D (Yale), LL.D
(Utretch), of Licolin’s Inn,
Barrister-at-law.

UN urges everyone
to take action to end
violence against all
women and girls

CTIONS are needed now more than ever to pre-
vent and respond to violence against all women
and girls, underscored United Nations represent-
tives at the Asia-Pacific Regional Commemora-
tion for the International Day for the Elimination of Vio-
lence Against Women held at Chulalongkorn University on
27" November.

This year’s commemoration came at a unique moment,
coinciding with the unprecedented mobilization of millions
behind #MeToo and other movements in an escalating glob-
al protest against sexual harassment and violence against
women. As the annual 16 Days of Activism against Gender
Based Violence campaign kicked off, UN agencies and part-
ners called for seizing the opportunity created by the global
outcry over sexual harassment and moving it towards con-
crete actions to better implement laws and policies to end
violence against women once and for all.

Aligned with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment, speakers highlighted the importance of reaching the
most underserved and marginalized women and girls who
are particularly vulnerable to violence.

Ms. Anna-Karin Jatfors, Deputy Regional Director of
UN Women Regional Office said: “The current #MeToo
movement has revealed the silence of so many women
and the long-lasting effects of violence. We have finally
heard from women who were afraid to speak up, women
who were silenced by powerful men and did not feel they
could be heard. The world has seen that violence against
women can happen to anyone, in any country, in any part
of society. This movement has shown that everyone has a
role to play in shaping our societies for the better. There is
power in speaking out against harassment and violence in
our homes, workplaces, universities and schools, and in the
media. In the Asia-Pacific region, we see that violence can
be prevented and that change is happening.”

Dr. Kingkarn Thepkanjana, Dean of the Faculty of Arts
at Chulalongkorn University and Director of the BALAC
Program shared that violence against women is an issue
that affects millions worldwide. “By educating the next
generation and involving young people in anti-violence
initiatives, we can work to challenge violent behaviours and
norms, and create a safer, fairer society for everyone,” said
Dr. Thepkanjana.

The event, attended by over 300 students, civil society
representatives and government officials, also underlined
the crucial role that youth can play to prevent violence
against women. Youth have the ability to question outdated
thinking about gender roles and establish respectful rela-
tionships promoting gender equality.

The Asia-Pacific commemoration was coordinated
through the Regional Coordination Mechanism Thematic
Working Group on Gender Equality and Empowerment of
Women, co-chaired by the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and
UN Women. This event was supported in part by the Aus-
tralian Government.

The 16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence
campaign, which mobilizes governments and public alike, is
commemorated by the UN under the Secretary-General’s
campaign UNITE to End Violence against Women by 2030.
Throughout the 16 Days of Activism, the UNiTE Campaign’s
Spotlight Days will focus on the far-reaching consequences
of violence within some of the most marginalized and un-
derserved groups of women and girls—ESCAP News
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Plan to cultivate 24,123 acres of summer paddy
and 459,

oy
X

e

ter crops in Rakhine

Agricultural officials visit a winter crop field in Sittway as they assist farmers in growing
peas. PHOTO: WIN MIN SOE

A total 0f 24,123 acres of summer
paddy and 459,219 acres of winter
crops were planned to be culti-
vated in Rakhine State for fiscal
year 2017-2018.

Rakhine State has a total
of 9,088,053 acres of farm lands
and there are 1,287,236 acres of
cultivated lands.

For fiscal year 2017-2018,
204 acres of summer paddy and
26,810 acres of winter crops
were planned to be grown in
four townships in Sittway Dis-

trict; 3,426 acres of summer pad-
dy and 143,199 acres of winter
crops were planned to be grown
in four townships of Mrauk-U
District; 20,246 acres of sum-
mer paddy and 107,707 acres of
winter crops were planned to be
cultivated in two townships of
Maungtaw District, 100 acres of
summer paddy and 78,782 acres
of winter crops were scheduled
to be grown in four townships of
Kyaukpyu District and 147 acres
of summer paddy and 102,721

acres of winter crops in three
townships of Thandwe District,
said Daw Hla Theingi, assistant
Director of State Agriculture
Department.

Due to the heavy rains mon-
soon paddies and crops were
damaged in the townships of Ra-
khine State. Growing of monsoon
paddies and other crops were
also delayed. In some townships,
cultivation of the paddy and win-
ter crops is also delayed, she add-
ed.—Win Min Soe (IPRD)

Sal Din Bridge to be
completed in March

THE Department of Bridges
under the Ministry of Construc-
tion is building several bridges
that will help regional develop-
ment in Rakhine State, officials
said yesterday.

The bridge projects include
the Sai Din Bridge, which is
nearly half done and will facili-
tate travel between Ponnagyun
and Buthidaung when com-
plete. It has been learnt that
arrangements are being made
to finish the bridge in March.

The construction of Sai
Din Bridge began in December
2016. The bridge is a two-way
concrete bridge measuring 600
ft in length, 24 ft in width and 9
ft in height. The bridge is being
constructed with 150 labourers
to complete the project within
the designated time.

“It was targeted to com-
plete the construction in March,
at the end of the open season
prior to monsoon season. On
completion of the bridge, de-
velopment along the region
will remarkably be gained.
In the past, local people used
to depend only on waterway.
On completion of the Ponnag-

yun-Yathedaung-Buthidaung
Road, regional development will
rise up remarkably. Transport
plays an important role for the
regional development”, said U
Myint Naing Oo, deputy director
of the bridges department.

There are four other
bridges being constructed —
Yathedaung Bridge, Thaung
Bridge, Nga San Paw Bridge
and Ywa Haung Bridge. The
spans are targeted to be com-
pleted in March, the end of the
budget year and before the
monsoon reason.

According to the Bridge
Department, the Sai Din Bridge
will cost an estimated Ks2.73
billion.

Daw Pu Ma Nyo, a local
woman living in Phon Nyo Leit
village, opposite of the Sai Din
Creek said, “Now we are plying
Buthidaung by waterway. So,
it is not convenient to travel by
waterway all the time, Upon
completion of the bridge, it will
be convenient for all of us. We
find it difficult to sell our crops
by waterway. So we thank a
lot for the construction of this
road”. —News Team

Sharing Hygienic Knowledge to be
prioritized in Maungtaw

Dr May Win Myint, Chairperson
of the Central Women Commit-
tee, of the National League for
Democracy and the Parliamen-
tarian said that sharing hygienic
knowledge will be prioritized for
the local populace in Maungtaw
region, in Rakhine State.

At the ground breaking
ceremony of the rural dispen-
sary for Mro local people to be
implemented in Kaigyi (Mro)
New village, Dr May Win Myint
disclosed the statement.

The dispensary in accord
with the designated standard
will be included in the new-vil-
lage implementation project—
Kaigyi (Mro) village.

At the ground breaking cer-
emony held in the afternoon Dr
Daw May Win Myint and party,
Maungtaw district Deputy ad-
ministrator U Ye Htoo and re-
sponsible officials drove stakes
into the ground.

Dr May Win Myint said, ‘At
the monthly meeting, U Phyo
Min Thein, Yangon Region Chief
Minister invited the Yangon Re-

Dr May Win Myint gives talks on health knowledge to local ethnic
people. PHOTO: MIN HTET

gion government to take part in
the rehabilitation of Maungtaw
region. We also want to help in
a corner necessary. So we came
here. Being a medical doctor;, I
came to donate K 17 million for
the sector of health. On emerg-
ing as a rural dispensary, we will
take part in helping a dispen-
sary to become abundant with
drugs and other equipment.
Especially, supply of drugs
and sharing medical knowledge

will be prioritized. The present
dispensary will be beneficial not
only for Mro village and but also
for nearby villages.”

Present at the ceremony
were U Ye Htut, Maungtaw dis-
trict Deputy Commissioner and
responsible officials, members
of NLD Central Women Com-
mittee and parliamentarian Dr
Shwe Hmone and Daw Aye Aye
Mu (a) Daw Shar Mi.—News
Team

Sai Din Bridge is under construction in
Maungtaw. PHOTO: MIN HTET

Two IEDs found in Maungtaw

WHILE clearing debris
away from the gutted place
in Myoma Kanyintan ward
in Maungtaw with a bulldoz-
er, a thing suspected to be
home-made mines attached
with two wires (red and black)
packed with a blue Cellotape
was found.

An 8-year-old Hindu
child named Rauchan found
the mine while collecting old
used commodities in the gut-
ted ground, half of which was
seen on the ground.

On receipt of the infor-
mation, local police examined

the material, discovering the
material measuring 8 inches
inlength and 5 inches in diam-
eter to be a home-made mine
attached with two wires (red
and black).

Then, the team led by
Captain Nay Zaw Shine of
the battle field company (en-
gineer) arrived, searching
for other explosives nearby
in combination with the police
force. In the search, another
local-made mine measuring
6 % inches in length and 3
inches in diameter was found.
—News Team
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Kenya's President Uhuru Kenyatta shakes hands with Chief Justice David Maraga as he
takes the oath of office during his swearing-in ceremony at Kasarani Stadium in Nairobi,
Kenya on 28 November, 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

Kenya president sworn-in as police
block rival opposition meeting

NAIROBI — Kenyan
President Uhuru Ken-
yatta was sworn-in for a
second five-year term in
front of a rapturous crowd
on Tuesday as riot police
sealed off an area where
the opposition planned a
rival gathering and tear-
gassed people trying to
reach it.

Kenyatta won a re-
peat presidential election
on 26 October that was

boycotted by opposition
leader Raila Odinga, who
said it would not be free
and fair.

The Supreme Court
nullified the first presi-
dential election, in August,
over irregularities.

The extended elec-
tion season has divided
Kenya, a Western allyin a
volatile region, and blunt-
ed growth in East Africa’s
richest economy. Odinga’s

supporters, many drawn
from poorer parts of the
country, feel locked out
of power and the patron-
age it brings. Political
arguments often have
ethnic undercurrents,
with Odinga’s supporters
pointing out that three of
the country’s four presi-
dents have come from one
ethnic group, although the
country has 44 recognized
groups.—Reuters B

TRADEMARK CAUTION
Century 21 Real Estate LLC, a company incorporated in Delaware, USA and having its
registered office at 175 Park Avenue, Madison, New Jersey 07940 USA is the owner and
proprietor of the following Trademarks:

CENTURY 21 Q","Llu’z]

Reg. N0.4/12301/2017 (8.11.2017) Reg. N0.4/12300/2017 (8.11.2017)

All in respect of “Advertising; business management; business administration; office
functions; business management; advisory services relating to franchising, namely,
consultation and assistance in business management, organization and promotion;
franchise services, namely, offering business management assistance in the
establishment and operation of real estate brokerages; services of a franchisor, namely
assistance in the running or management of commercial enterprises” included in
International Class 35 and “Insurance; financial affairs; monetary affairs; real estate
affairs; real estate brokerage services; franchising services, namely, providing financial
information and advice regarding the establishment and/or operation of real estate
brokerage; real estate services, including arrangement of title insurance and real estate
financing for others; real estate property management services; real estate agency
services; leasing of real estate; real estate appraisal and valuation; real estate rental
services, namely of rental of residential housing; providing information in the field of real
estate by means of linking the web site to other web sites featuring real estate information;
real estate investment services in the nature of purchasing and selling of real estate for
others; real estate escrow services; real estate service, namely, rental property
management; providing real estate listings and real estate information via the Internet;
providing information in the field of real estate via the Internet; commercial and residential
real estate agency services; real estate services, namely, providing online questions to
help users determine the best neighborhoods and communities suited to their individual
needs and preferences; providing a database of information about residential real estate
listings in different neighborhoods and communities” included in International Class 36.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable imitation of the Marks shall be
dealt with according to law.

Daw Htoo Htoo, H.G.P

For Century 21 Real Estate LLC,

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,

Level 8A, Union Financial Centre (UFC),

Corner of Mahabandoola Road and Thein Phyu Road,
Botahtaung Township, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated 29 November 2017 hh@kcyangon.com

INviTATION FOR BIDs (IFB)
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Ministry of Planning and Finance
Modernization of Public Finance Management, Credit No. 54020-MM/Grant No. TF017910
IFB No: MM-MOPF-31520-GO-RFP
IFB Title: Supply, Implementation and Support of an Integrated Tax Administration System (ITAS)
and related linkages

1. This Invitation for Bids (IFB) follows the General Procurement Notice (GPN) for this project
that appeared in Development Business, on February27, 2014.
2. The Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar has received financing in the

amount of Credit for US$30 million from the World Bank and a Grant for US$25 million

from UK and Australian governments towards the cost of Modernization of Public Finance

Management Project (MPFMp) and it intends to apply part of the proceeds to payments

under the agreement(s) resulting from this IFB: Supply, Implementation and Support of an

Integrated Tax Administration System (ITAS) and related linkages*.

3. The Ministry of Planning and Finance of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar as the
implementing agency for the project now invites sealed bids from eligible Bidders for the
Supply, Implementation and Support of an Integrated Tax Administration System (ITAS)
and related linkages. Internal Revenue Department serves as the implementing agency for
the project and for the specification, customization, supply, implementation, commissioning
and handover of the above system and linkages, to include:

i) Confirmation/specification of user requirements and documentation of technical
functionality;

i) Implementation of integrated packaged software to cover the required functionality of
the ITAS and components of the system;

iii)  Sizing of the required hardware, system software, middleware and associated system
management tool set;

iv)  Development, testing, integration and implementation of the required application
software functionality and linkages;

V) Provision of remote access capability for participant facilities (target site locations/
branches) for system participants/users, and integration of the application software with
participants’ in-house systems as applicable;

vi)  Linkages to other systems at external institutions as specified in Bidding Document,
Section VI (Technical Requirements);

vii) A high level of consulting services to assist the Purchaser with the business aspects
of introducing the systems, including activities such as developing operating rules and
procedures and the pricing policy for system usage based on immediate user and location
specifications and expected target sites and future user population;

viii)  Full implementation services including installation, testing, documentation, training,
commissioning and handover, and integration with existing ICT environments at
participating institutions as necessary;

ix)  On-site support of the systems for a period of at least two years after completion of
warranty period.

4. Bidding will be conducted using the International Competitive Bidding (ICB) Two stage
Bidding procedures specified in the World Bank’s Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD Loans
and IDA Credits and is open to all Bidders from eligible source countries as defined in the
Guidelines that meet the following minimum qualification criteria:

(a) Bidder’s Financial Capability - The Bidder shall furnish documentary evidence that it
meets the following financial requirement(s): average Annual Turnover within the last
three (3) years of not less than USD 10,000,000; and access to financial resources such as
lines of credit, etc. of at least USD 1,000,000.

(b) Bidder’s Experience and Technical Capacity - During the past five (5) Years, the
Bidder must have completed at least one (1) successful contract involving the supply,
implementation and support of an integrated tax administration system and components
of the system and related linkages, and preferably in a developing country environment
similar to that of Myanmar; such contract shall have the value greater than USD 5,000,000.
The Bidder shall also provide the name and contact information of the user.

(c) Bidder’s Legal Requirements - The Bidder shall be legally registered in its country of
origin.

(d) Minimum required experience of proposed staff - The Project Manager and all other

team members must have substantial experience in their specific areas. The Bidder must
provide a detailed staffing plan including resumes for the project manager, business
analysts, subject matter expert, programmers, quality assurers, system administrator and
DB administrator.
The minimum qualifications for all staff are at least two years of experience working in
implementing fully functional COTS based revenue administration management solutions.
More information on qualification of bidders is specified in the bidding documents, Bid
Data Sheet, Page 55.

5. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from Ministry of Planning and
Finance of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and inspect the bidding documents at the
address given below from 09:30 — 12:30 and 13:30-16:30 hours, Monday to Friday, except
pubic holidays. As an alternative, the set of bidding document may be sent to interested Bidders
upon submission of a written application to Ministry of Planning and Finance of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar by email: mmt.budget@gmail.com, cc zawnaing652011@gmail.
com, sukumarshep@gmail.com.

A pre-bid meeting will not be held.

In case of any difficulty in obtaining the bidding documents, interested parties may contact U

Zaw Naing, Director General at the address given below at the end of this notice.

6. First stage bids must be delivered/submitted to the address below on or before 8 January
2018 at 14:00 hours Myanmar time. Electronic submission of bids is not allowed. Late bids
will be rejected. Bids will be opened immediately thereafter in the presence of the Bidders’
representatives who choose to attend at the address below.

7. All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Securing Declaration in the format given in the Bid
document. Late bids and electronic bids will not be considered.
8. The attention of prospective Bidders is drawn to the fact that (i) they will be required to certify

in their bids that all software either is covered by a valid license or was produced by the Bidder
and (ii) violations are considered fraud, which can result in ineligibility to be awarded World
Bank-financed contracts.

! The term “linkages” refers to the capabilities of the ITAS system to easily interface with
external systems for data transfer with third-party systems as necessary and currently
operational or expected to be operational in the future.

Address for bid submission:
Attention: Mr Zaw Naing
Address: Ministry of Planning and Finance, Building Number (26), Nay Pyi Taw,
Myanmar
Telephone: 095-067-410046; Facsimile number: 095-067-410189
Electronic mail address: mmt.budget@gmail.com, Cc zawnaing652011@gmail.com
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Irish deputy PM under pressure

to quit and avoid election

DUBLIN — Irish Deputy
Prime Minister Frances
Fitzgerald was under in-
tense pressure from her
own party to resign on
Tuesday to avoid a snap
election that is hours away
from being called, a crisis
that is casting a shadow
over next month’s Brexit
summit.

Opposition party Fi-
anna Fail, which has been
propping up the Fine Gael
minority government, said
the deputy prime minis-
ter’s refusal to quit would
force the country to the
polls in December, a po-
sition that hardened on
Monday.

Ireland will play a
major role in the Brexit
summit, telling European
Union leaders whether it
believes sufficient pro-
gress has been made on
the future of the border
between EU-member Ire-
land and the British prov-
ince of Northern Ireland.

Inpublic, Fitzgerald’s
ministerial colleagues con-
tinued to back her. She
had resisted calls to go on

Monday from the majority
of opposition parties fol-
lowing the release of fresh
documents about her dis-
puted handling of a police
whistleblower who alleged
corruption in the force.

“Thereis certainly not
a need for her to resign,
the position of Fine Gael
remains the same and the
position of the Taoiseach
(prime minister) remains
the same,” Simon Harris
told reporters.

A spokesman for
Prime Minister Leo Varad-
kar, whom analysts say
risks being badly damaged
by the affair, said late on
Monday the government
stood behind her.

But a journalist from
the Sunday Business Post
newspaper said on Twitter
that he was told Varadkar
had asked Fitzgerald to
consider the matter over-
night.

The front pages of the
Irish Times, Irish Examin-
er and Irish Independent
newspapers also quoted
unnamed Fine Gael law-
makers as saying Fitzger-

ald had to resign.

One minister, who
spoke to Reuters on con-
dition of anonymity as
senior ministers were due
to meet on Tuesday, said
Fitzgerald was coming un-
der serious pressure from
within the party to resign
and would have to go. An-
other lawmaker agreed.

National broadcast-
er RTE quoted Fine Gael
backbencher Hildegarde
Naughton as saying it will
be difficult for Fitzgerald
to stay, while two cabinet
ministers who sit in par-
liament as independents
said the situation was
“very grave”.

Another Sunday
Business Post journalist
quoted an Independent
Alliance source as say-

ZALA 421-20 unmanned aircraft. PHOTO: TASS

Kalashnikov plans to launch
unmanned aircraft fleet operator

MOSCOW — Russia’s con-
cern Kalashnikov (an affil-
iate of Rostec) is creating
a provider of a variety of
services in the unmanned
aircraft market segment,
the concern’s press-service
told TASS.

ing: “They’re not back- Kalashnikov has plans
ing her, she needs to go.” for manufacturing drones
“We will make our views and provide the full range
known to the Taoiseach of maintenance and repair
at cabinet this morning,” services to any customers
the Independent Alliance interested.

group’s Finian McGrath
told reporters, refusing to
comment on Fitzgerald’s
position.—Reuters B

The specialists of the
yet-to-be created compa-
ny plan to use drones for
handling tasks that require

remote-controlled air-
craft: aerial photography,
map-making, telecommu-
nications, cargo delivery,
monitoring of viral diseas-
es, protection of forests and
private properties, weather
watching and others,” the
press-service said.
Kalashnikov’s CEO
Aleksey Krivoruchko said
the concern was certain the
market was very much in-
terested in a company that
would provide the full cycle
of remote-controlled civil
aviation-related services,
from leasing to repairs

and maintenance, to both
private and public clients.
“This will make the servic-
es of drones far more avail-
able and less costly for the
clientele,” he said.

Kalashnikov-affiliated
drone manufactures have
already accumulated cer-
tain experience of provid-
ing unmanned aircraft ser-
vices to private companies.
The group of companies
ZALA offers an effective
and economically benefi-
cial method of surveying
oil and gas pipelines from
the air —Tass l

German court
rules against
overpricing
phone calls for
prisoners

BERLIN — Germany’s
constitutional court ruled
on Tuesday against over-
pricing phone calls made
by prison inmates, say-
ing that disregarding
the economic interests
of prisoners violates their
constitutional right to re-
habilitation.

A detainee in a cor-
rectional facility in the
northern state of Schle-
swig Holstein filed a law-
suit in July, 2015 against
the prison for significant-
ly increasing the costs of
phone calls.

The Federal Consti-
tutional Court in Tues-
day’s ruling called on
the institution to select
private providers that of-
fer phone service at fair
market prices.—Reuters

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY

MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE
(INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER))

(18/2017)

Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in Myanmar

Tender No

(1) DMP/L-078(17-18)
(2) DMP/L-079(17-18)
(3) DMP/L-080(17-18)
(4) DMP/L-081(17-18)
(5) DMP/L-082(17-18)
(6) DMP/L-083(17-18)

(7) DMP/L-084(17-18)

Description Remark
Spares for CAT D-333 C Lighting Set Ks
Engine (45) ltems
Spares for Gas Filtration & Pressure Ks
Regulating System (6) Items
SAE VG 15 W 40 Engine Oil & ISO VG Ks
100 Engine Oil (2) Items
Special Tools for CAT G-3516 C & CAT Ks
G-3512 Lighting Set Engine (15) Items
Spares for 55 Ton Hitachi Sumitomo Ks
Crawler Crane (14) Items
Instrument and Hand Tools for Gas Control Ks
and Metering Station (11) Items
Spares for National 55 Drive Group Ks

(12) Items

Tender Closing Date & Time- 28-12-2017, 16:30 pm

Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing from 29
November 2017 at the Finance Department , Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, No (44)
Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph . +95 67 - 411206

TRADEMARK CAUTION

Yara International ASA, a company incorporated in
Norway and having its registered office at Drammensveien
131, 0277 Oslo, Norway is the owner and proprietor of the
following Trademark:

YARAREGA

Reg. No. 4/8609/2017 (10.8.2017)

In respect of “Chemical products for use in industry,
agriculture, horticulture and forestry; fertilizers; industrial
chemicals, namely nitrogen based chemicals, including
ammonia, ammonium bicarbonate, ammonium nitrate,
dinitrogen tetroxide, nitric acid, hydrochloric acid,
phosphoric acid, urea, calcium carbonate, calcium nitrate,
potassium nitrate and sodium nitrate; formic acid and salts
thereof; flocculants; industrial gases, specialty gases and
welding gases, including acetylene, methyl acetylene,
oxygen, nitrogen, argon, carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide,
helium, hydrogen, neon, krypton, xenon, methane,
deuterium and mixtures of said gases, all in gaseous, liquid
or solid state; catalysts; cryogenic preparations” included
in International Class 01 and “Rental of farming
equipment; professional consultancy and advisory services
in the field of agriculture, horticulture and forestry” included
in International Class 44.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable
imitation of the Mark shall be dealt with according to law.

Daw Htoo Htoo, H.G.P

For Yara International ASA,

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,

Level 8A, Union Financial Centre (UFC),

Corner of Mahabandoola Road & Thein Phyu Road,
Botahtaung Township, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated 29 November 2017

hh@kcyangon.com
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Police say blast in China’s Ningbo was accident with illegal explosives

BEIJING — Police in the
Chinese port city of Ning-
bo said on Tuesday that a
blast on the weekend that
killed two people was an
accident during a scram-
bled attempt to dissemble
an illegal explosives man-

ufacturing operation.
The explosion early
on Sunday in the Zhe-
jiang province city, south
of Shanghai, also wounded
19 people and destroyed
the roofs of two buildings,
state media reported.

Investigators be-
lieved it was an accident
triggered during the dis-
assembling of an illegal
explosives manufacturing
operation, Ningbo police
said on their official social
media account.

An individual sur-
named Shan was sus-
pected of manufacturing,
buying and selling explo-
sives and was believed to
have been the owner of
the explosives, police said.

Shan was detained in

Hubei province on Mon-
day after escaping police
custody on Saturday, they
said.

It was not possible to
contact Shan or his family
for comment.

Blasts and other

accidents are common
in China due to patchy
enforcement of safety
rules, although the gov-
ernment has pledged to
improve checks to try to
stamp out such incidents.
—Reuters B

Eruption of Mount Agung as seen from Kubu village in Karangasem, Bali, Indonesia on 28
November, 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

Tourists, authorities feel the
heat as Bali volcano keeps
airport closed

KARANGASEM (Indone-
sia) — Indonesia on Tues-
day extended the closure
of the airport on Bali as
ash from a volcano swept
theisland, stranding thou-
sands of tourists as au-
thorities tried to persuade
villagers to leave their
homes near the erupting
mountain.

“Aircraft flight chan-
nels are covered with vol-
canic ash,” the transport
ministry said in a state-
ment, citing aviation nav-
igation authorities.

Bali’s airport, about
60 km (37 miles) from the
Mount Agung volcano,
will be closed until 7 am
on Wednesday (2300 GMT
on Tuesday), it said.

Frustration at the
country’s second-busiest
airport were starting to
boil over, with an estimat-
ed 2,000 people attempt-
ing to get refunds and re-
schedule tickets.

“There are thousands

of people stranded here
at the airport,” said Nitin
Sheth, a tourist from India.

“They have to go to
some other airport and
they are trying to do that,
but the government or
authorities here are not
helping.”

Others were more
relaxed.

“No, there’s not a lot
of information ... very little.
(But) it’s all right. We’re on
holidays so it doesn’t mat-
ter. We don’t know what’s
going to happen but we
can get back to the bar
and have another drink,”
said Matthew Radix from
Perth.

Ten alternative air-
ports have been prepared
for airlines to divert in-
bound flights, including in
neighbouring provinces,
the airport operator said,
adding it was helping
people make alternative
bookings and providing
food and entertainment

for stranded travellers.

The airport on Lom-
bok island, to the east of
Bali, had been reopened,
authorities said, as wind
blew ash westward, to-
ward the southern coast
of Java island.

Agung towers over
eastern Bali to a height
of just over 3,000 metres
9,800 feet). Its last erup-
tion in 1963 killed more
than 1,000 people and
razed several villages
when it spewed out pyro-
clastic material, hot ash,
lava and lahar. On Tues-
day, however, life went on
largely as normal in vil-
lages surrounding Agung,
with residents offering
prayers as the volcano
sent columns of ash and
smoke into the sky. Some
villagers who fled in Sep-
tember, when the alert was
last raised to the highest
level, have gone home de-
spite government warn-
ings—Reuters®

TRADEMARK CAUTION
Yara International ASA, a company incorporated in Norway and having its registered
office at Drammensveien 131, 0277 Oslo, Norway is the owner and proprietor of the

following Trademark:

Reg. N0.4/9866/2017 (11.9.2017)

In respect of “Scientific, nautical, surveying, photographic, cinematographic, optical,
weighing, measuring, signaling, checking (supervision), life-saving and teaching
apparatus, instruments and sensors, including apparatus, instruments and sensors
for measuring the chlorophyll content in plants, apparatus, instruments and sensors
for measuring the fertilizer content of the soil, apparatus, instruments and sensors
for measuring of crop nitrogen requirements and apparatus and instruments for
measuring, varying and distributing of fertilizers, apparatus, instruments and
sensors for measuring precipitation, apparatus, instruments and sensors for
measuring the content of minerals in the soil; computer data processing equipment
and computer software for controlling and regulating the dispersion of fertilizers;
equipment for measuring, dosing and mixing of gases and fluids, including those
comprised primarily of software, electronic control panel, sensors, injectors, flow
meters, flow and pressure switches, pressure indicators and regulators, metering
valves and warning unit; gas detectors; manometer; apparatus for recording,
transmission or reproduction of sound or images; magnetic data carriers, recording
discs; compact discs, DVDs and other digital recording media; calculating
machines, data processing equipment, computers; computer software, including
software for measuring of crop nitrogen requirements and software for measuring,
varying and distributing of fertilizers, software for measuring chlorophyll content in
plants, software for measuring fertilizer content of the soil, software for measuring
the content of minerals in the soil software for measuring dosing and mixing of gas
and fluids; applications (apps); apparatus, instruments and sensors for emission
control and abatement of polluting gases and other pollutants, including apparatus,
instruments and sensors for NOx and SOx and H2S emission control and
apparatus, instruments and sensors for NOx and SOx and H2S abatement;
computer software for measuring dosing and mixing of gas and fluids; computer
software for emission control and abatement of polluting gases and other
pollutants, including computer software for NOx and SOx and H2S emission control
and computer software for NOx and SOx and H2S abatement; apparatus,
instruments and sensors for use in agriculture, horticulture, aquaculture and
forestry and maritime services; apparatus, instruments and sensors for dispensing
liquid fuels, fuel additives, chemical additives, petrol and diesel for service stations
and their accessories, in particular metering devices, monitoring devices and
dosage dispensers; computer software for dispensing liquid fuels, fuel additives,
chemical additives, petrol and diesel for service stations and their accessories, in
particular metering devices, monitoring devices and dosage dispensers” included in
International Class 09 and “Scientific and technological services and research and
design relating thereto; industrial analysis and research services; design and
development of computer hardware and software; Scientific and technological
services relating to agriculture, horticulture, aquaculture and forestry and maritime
services; industrial analysis and research services relating to agriculture,
horticulture, aquaculture and forestry and maritime services; industrial analysis and
research services relating to measuring the chlorophyll content in plants, measuring
the fertilizer content of the soil, measuring of crop nitrogen requirements and
measuring, varying and distributing of fertilizers, measuring precipitation,
measuring the content of minerals in the soil, emission control and abatement of
polluting gases and other pollutants, including NOx and SOx and H2S emission
control and NOx and SOx and H2S abatement” included in International Class 42.
Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable imitation of the Mark shall be dealt
with according to law.

Daw Htoo Htoo, H.G.P

For Yara International ASA,

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,

Level 8A, Union Financial Centre (UFC),

Corner of Mahabandoola Road and Thein Phyu Road,
Botahtaung Township, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated 29 November 2017 hh@kcyangon.com
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Pope Francis in Nay Py1 Taw
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Speech by His Holiness Pope Francis

Pope Francis signs a guestbook during a meeting with
President U Htin Kyaw at the Presidential Palace in Nay Pyi
Taw, on 28 November 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

Pope Francis blesses a child as he arrives with State

Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to attend a meeting with
members of the civil society and diplomatic corps in Nay :
Pyi Taw, on 28 November 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS Pope Francis is welcomed at the Nay Pyi Taw Airport, on 28 November 2017. PHOTO: MNA
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National objectives for the 2018, 70™
Anniversary of Independence Day

1. All nationalities to collectively preserve and protect non-dis-
integration of the Union; non-disintegration of national unity;
and perpetuation of national sovereignty.

2. To strive hard to draw up a constitution suitable for the Union
in accordance with democratic principles and norms for the
emergence of a Democratic Federal Union.

3. To strive hard and exert our utmost efforts to implement the
peace process as quickly as possible.

4. For all nationalities to work together with the State to achieve
the goal of “lasting peace” through political dialogues.

5. By encouraging the private sector which is the main engine
of growth for the economy;, to collectively exert our efforts for
improving and advancing the socio-economic life of the people.
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Victoria Beckham’s fashion
business raises $40 million

for expansion

Designer Victoria Beckham in the Manhattan borough of New York on 9
November, 2015. PHOTO: REUTERS

LONDON — Victoria Beckham,
the former Spice Girl turned lux-
ury fashion designer; has raised
30 million pounds to expand her
stores and e-commerce channel
via a new funding round from
NEO Investment Partners.

The Business of Fashion
website said the deal valued the
business at 100 million pounds.

Founded in 2008, Victoria
Beckham Limited sells through
400 stockists and in more than 50
countries. It is privately owned by
Victoria, her husband David and
agent Simon Fuller; and manufac-
tures the majority of its clothing
in Britain.

“NEO is the perfect partner
to now accompany us on the next
step of our journey,” she said in
a statement. “They understand
my vision and my wish for the
company to retain its independ-
ence, as well as my commitment
to continuing to develop the brand
with a unique, forward thinking
approach.”

Victoria Beckham shot to
fame as one of the Spice Girls, a

1990s girl-band that sold 85 mil-
lion records to become one of
the best selling pop groups of all
time. Nicknamed Posh Spice, she
married footballer David Beck-
ham in 1999 creating Britain’s
most high-profile celebrity couple.
Having initially struggled to be
taken seriously by the fashion
industry, Beckham’s collections
now show in New York and have
earned critical acclaim. Beckham
and her clothing designs grace
newspapers around the world,
with some of her pieces costing
up to 2,000 pounds.

Private equity firm NEO, also
founded in 2008, backs brands in-
cluding the interior design group
Tom Dixon, menswear group AMI
Paris and bakery chain Paul.

“Victoria Beckham ... has
built a unique, differentiated
luxury brand with a strong iden-
tity and very high potential,” said
David Belhassen, founder and
managing partner of NEO. “Iam
delighted to be working with her
and her team to reach the brand’s
full potential.” —Reuters ®

New amphibious bus tour
launched in Tokyo Bay

TOKYO — A new Tokyo Bay
amphibious bus tour was
launched Monday to service
the expected influx of foreign
tourists drawn to the city ahead
of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and
Paralympics.

Fuji Kyuko Co operates
the 12-metre-long bus named
“TOKYO NO KABA” (Tokyo’s
Hippo). The cruise takes it un-
der the Rainbow Bridge that

spans Tokyo Bay after winding
through the office buildings
and entertainment complexes
in the nearby Odaiba area. The
bus seats 38 and offers tour in-
formation in English, Chinese,
Korean, Thai and Indonesian.
It was designed by Eiji Mitooka,
known for his train and other
industrial designs including the
luxurious cruise train “Seven
Stars in Kyushu” operated by

Kyushu Railway Co. Fuji Kyuko
operates a 45-minute tour sev-
en times daily, six days a week.
The fare is 3,500 yen ($31) for an
adult, 1,700 yen for a child aged
at 4 or older, and 500 yen for
those at 3 or younger. The com-
pany expects 60,000 customers
per year. Hinomaru Jidousya
Kougyo Co also provides a
similar bus tour in the area.
—Kyodo News H

Australian university marks centenary
of Japanese language teaching

SYDNEY — From 2017 t0 2019,
the University of Melbourne, in
Australia’s southeastern state
of Victoria, is celebrating 100
years of Japanese language
education.

Although Japanese is the
most widely taught foreign lan-
guage in Australian schools to-
day, the university is only one of
two tertiary institutions in the
country with such long-running
Japanese programs.

In 1917, Senkichi “Moshi” |

Inagaki began teaching Jap-
anese to private students —
including high-profile individ-
uals such as the then-director
of military intelligence — at
the university’s Trinity College.

In 1919, Inagaki, who ar-
rived in Australia in 1897, and
the Rev. Thomas Jollie Smith
officially began teaching at the
university, pioneering Japa-
nese studies.

The centenary will be cel-
ebrated over three years to ac-
knowledge these consecutive
milestones.

World War II brought Jap-
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Photo taken on 25 April, 2014,
shows a Japanese language
textbook used by Senkichi
“Moshi"” Inagaki at the University
of Melbourne. Inagaki began
teaching Japanese in Australia in
1917. PHOTO: KYODO NEWS

anese tuition to a temporary
halt at the university, and by
1942 Inagaki was placed in an
internment camp, along with
other Japanese nationals living
in Australia. After the war;, in
1946, Inagaki returned to Ja-
pan. Mariko Kubota, a former
lecturer at the university and

author of “Moshi and Rose,”
a novel based on the life of In-
agaki and his Australian wife,
said she was grateful to Inagaki
for introducing Japanese edu-
cation to the university when
he did.

“Inagaki worked hard,
struggling against dominant
teaching ideologies,” Kubota
said. “But it’s because some-
one was working so hard that
the program has been able to
continue for 100 years.”

Since its inception, Japa-
nese has been the most popular
language subject taught at the
university, with a record 1,634
students currently enrolled.
According to Akihiro Ogawa, a
professor of Japanese studies
in the university’s Asia Insti-
tute, international students,
particularly from China, make
up a large percentage of the
student body.

“With the increase of inter-
national students, the goals of
Japanese language education
have changed,” Ogawa said.—
Kyodo News H
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Pizzi. PHOTO:
. REUTERS

Pizzi appointed Saudi
Arabia coach

BANGKOK— Juan Antonio Piz-
zi has replaced Edgardo Bauza
as head coach of World Cup-
bound Saudi Arabia, sources at
the country’s football federation
have told Reuters.

Argentinean Pizzi would
represent Saudi Arabia at the
World Cup draw in Moscow on
Friday, they added.

Pizzi is the third coach to
fill the position in the last three
months after Bauza was hired to
replace Bert van Marwijk, who
qualified the country for their
first World Cup finals since 2006.

Van Marwijk left the post
after failing to agree a new con-
tract with the Saudi federation
while Bauza was fired last week

after just five games in charge,
including back-to-back losses
against Bulgaria and Portugal.

Pizzi was most recently in
charge of Chile, who he took to
the final of this year’s Confeder-
ations Cup, but the 49-year-old
resigned after failing to steer the
country to the World Cup finals.

Saudi Arabia have qual-
ified for their fifth World Cup,
with the country’s best perfor-
mance coming in their debut
appearance at the finals in 1994
in the United States, when they
reached the Round of 16.

The country has been elim-
inated in the group phase of the
competition on each occasion
since. —Reuters W

Kyaw Zin Tun

THE Myanmar national futsal
team was awarded Ks30 million
and US$5,000 as they advanced
to the 2018 AFC Futsal Champi-
onship for the first time.
Myanmar Football Feder-
ation (MFF) patron U Aung Ko
Win contributed Ks10 million,
MFF’s chairman U ZawZaw
contributed Ks10 million, the
MFF contributed US$5,000, U
Htun Htun Lin contributed Ks5

Myanmar national
awarded Ks30 mil

million and U MyoThura con-
tributed Ks5 million.

It is the first time Myan-
mar has advanced to the AFC
Futsal Championship. The 16
teams that qualified for the
AFC Championship are: hosts
Chinese Taipei, Viet Nam, My-
anmar, Thailand, Malaysia,
Japan, South Korea, China,
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Iran,
Tajikistan, Bahrain, Iraq, Leb-
anon and Jordan. Myanmar is
the only team among this year’s

| futsal team
ion and US$5,000

squads to qualify for the first
time. Bahrain and Jordan are
second time advancing teams.
According to the previous ap-
pearances in the tournament,
only two teams, Iran and Japan,
have won all the championships
since 1999. Japan won in 2006,
2012 and 2014, and other years
were won by Iran, statistically
the best futsal team in the world.
The 2018 AFC Champion-
ship will be hosted by Chinese
Taipei from 1 to 11 February.

LONDON — Arsenal manager
Arsene Wenger has ruled out
selling Mesut Ozil and Alexis
Sanchez in the January trans-
fer window “unless something
unbelievable happens.”

Both players are out of con-
tract in the summer and have
been the subject of repeated
speculation that they may leave,
with Ozil a reported target for
Manchester United and Barce-
lona, and Sanchez the subject
of a failed bid from Manchester
City last summer.

Speaking ahead of Wednes-
day’s game with Huddersfield
Town, Wenger was asked
whether he thought both would

still be at the club when the Jan-
uary transfer window closes.

“Yes, of course,” he said. “I
rule it out. I don’t think every
day about that.

“As long as they are here
they give their best for the club.
In my head they stay until the
end of the season, unless some-
thing unbelievable happens I
don’t see that changes.”

If neither player signs a
contract extension, each could
begin negotiating with other
clubs in January ahead of a
summer move.

When asked whether he
thought the pair would remain
at the club long term, Wenger

Arsenal will not sell Ozil and Sanchez in January — Wenger

said: “I am not the only one to
decide that. They have to decide
that as well.”

Wenger also spoke about
the future of Jack Wilshere,
who has also been linked with
amove after failing to nail down
a regular first-team place this
season.

“I always considered his
interests because he has been
an Arsenal player since a kid,”
said Wenger.”My first priority is
what is best for him. “I have to
consider the interests of Jack
Wilshere and Arsenal. If I think
its in his best interest to stay
here, I will fight 100 per cent
for that.”—Reuters ®

Palace boss Hodgson call

LONDON — Crystal Palace
manager Roy Hodgson expects
his players to avoid the hype
of a derby and keep their emo-
tions under control when they
visit south-coast rivals Brighton
and Hove Albion in the Premier
League later on Tuesday.

Basement side Palace trav-
el to Amex Stadium for the first
time in four years, seeking their
first point on the road this cam-
paign.

“It’s important as a man-
ager that you don’t add to the
hype, because you need players
to play with their head and their
heart,” Hodgson told a news
conference.

“If you put too much em-
phasis on the heart, maybe you
don’t have the head.”

“I'm hoping to see a good
performance tomorrow and
that we’re going to continue
playing in the style we’ve been

playing. You hope that some-
thing unfortunate doesn’t hap-
pen to you and that you get the
rub of the green.”

Having lost eight consecu-
tive league games without scor-
ing at the start of the season,
Palace have kickstarted their
campaign in recent weeks, with
eight points from six matches.

The manager said Palace
will need to improve significant-
ly to climb out of the relegation
zone but said they are on the
right path.

“I think the fans are start-
ing to see a team that they can
identify with better than the
team they saw at the start of
the season,” Hodgson added.

“I think they are getting
some sort of belief that even
though we’ve given ourselves
a mountain to climb, there’s
some chance we’ll be able to
do that.” —Reuters B
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