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State Counsellor Daw aung 
San Suu Kyi attended the cele-
bration of the 69th Republic Day 
of India in New Delhi yester-
day, observing a parade, stunt 
performances and cultural dis-
plays along with other aSeaN 
leaders.

Leaders of South-east 

asian countries were hosted as 
special guests by Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to par-
ticipate in the celebrations.

the celebrations included 
marching bands, floats and 
traditional cultural perfor-
mances from Indian states, 
performers on motorbikes, 

aerial displays and military 
weaponry.

Leaders from Viet Nam, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Brunei, Malaysia, 
Laos, thailand, Cambodia 
and Indonesia were invited by 
Prime Minister Modi to enjoy 
the 90-minute parade.

India shares a 1,643km-long 
border with Myanmar and is 
involved in building a trilateral 
highway linking Myanmar and 
thailand to the north-eastern 
part of India that will serve as 
a gateway to the rest of South-
east asia.

See page-3

State Counsellor views parade 
celebrating India’s 69th Republic Day

PReSIDeNt U Htin Kyaw re-
turned from Singapore and ar-
rived in Nay Pyi taw yesterday 
after receiving medical check-
ups in Singapore.

He left for Singapore on 23 
January accompanied by Union 
Minister Dr. Myint Htwe.

the President was wel-
comed at Nay Pyi taw Interna-
tional airport by Union Minister 
for the Office of the State Coun-
sellor U Kyaw tint Swe, Chair-
man of Nay Pyi taw Council Dr. 
Myo aung and Deputy Minister 
for the Office of the President U 
Min thu and officials.—MNa      

President  
U Htin Kyaw 
arrives back 
from Singapore

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is welcomed by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi as she arrives at the celebration of the 69th 
Republic Day of India in New Delhi yesterday. The State Counsellor joined nine other ASEAN leaders as special guests. photo: mNa
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Amyotha Hluttaw

Pyithu Hluttaw

Amyotha Hluttaw discusses road construction work
Aye Aye Thant, Myo Thu 
Hein (Myanmar News 
Agency)

Asterisk-marked questions were 
asked and answered and two 
bills were discussed at the sev-
enth-day meeting of the seventh 
regular session of the second 
Amyotha Hluttaw, held yesterday 
morning in the Amyotha Hluttaw 
meeting hall. 

During the meeting, U Kyaw 
Htway of the Yangon Region con-
stituency (8) raised a question 
regarding the Zaykabar Com-
pany’s non-compliance with the 
agreement terms made with 
the Ministry of Construction 
while laying the Hlinethaya-Dal-
la-Twantay-Kawhmu-Kungyan-
gon-Dedaye road under the build, 
operate, transfer (BOT) system. 
Replying to the question, Ministry 
of Construction Deputy Minister 
U Kyaw Lin said the construction 

contract for the 54-mile 7-furlong 
Hlinethaya-Dalla-Twantay-Ka-
whmu-Kungyangon-Dedaye 
road was granted to Zaykabar 
Company by the Ministry of Con-
struction’s Department of Road, 
and after receiving permission 
from the Myanmar Investment 
Commission, an agreement was 
signed on 8 October 2013. From 
2013, when the construction work 
was started, until 2015, before 
the tolls were collected under 
the BOT system, the tolls were 
collected under a tender system 
at the Panhlaing, Pyawbwelay 
and Kanbe gates. The tender fees 
were provided to the government, 
so there is no effect on the gov-
ernment. Of the 54 miles and 7 
furlongs, Zaykabar Company had 
constructed the 11-mile and 1-fur-
long Hlinethaya-Dalla-Twantay 
section, the 3-mile and 6-furlong 
Twantay town detour road, the 
9-mile Kanbe-Pyawbwelay-Dalla 

section, and the 17-mile and 5-fur-
long Twantay-Kawhmu-Kung-
yangon section, totalling 41 miles 
and 4 furlongs.

Of the 54-mile and 7-furlong 
section that Zaykabar Company 
is constructing under the BOT 
system, the 13-mile and 3-furlong 
Kawhmu-Kungyangon-Dedaye 
section has  yet to be completed. 
The Ministry of Construction has 
not permitted the collection of 

road tolls for that section. For the 
remaining 13-mile and 3-furlong 
section, asphalt-concrete is be-
ing laid on the 5-mile, 3-furlong 
and 24-feet-wide Kawhmu-Kung-
yangon section. Further, seven 
bridges are being widened and 
an additional layer of asphalt is 
being laid on the 8-milelong and 
18-feet-wide Kungyangon-De-
daye section. The company is 
being instructed to complete 
these tasks by the end of May, 
before the rains. If the company 
is unable to complete the work in 
the stipulated time, action will be 
taken against them, potentially 
resulting in the termination of the 
work. The Ministry of Construc-
tion will ensure that the company 
builds the road to the satisfaction 
of the representatives and the 
people of Kawhmu, Kungyangon 
and Dedaye, explained the deputy 
minister.

Questions raised by U Okka 

Min of the Taninthayi Region con-
stituency (8) and U Myo Win of 
Mon State constituency (8) were 
also answered by U Kyaw Lin.

Next, a bill on industrial de-
sign copyright was discussed by 
U Soe Thein @ U Maung Soe of 
the Taninthayi Region constitu-
ency (10) and Dr. Pyae Phyo of 
the Ayeyawady Region constit-
uency (7).

Later, a bill on trade mark 
copyright was discussed by Dr. 
Khun Win Thaung of Kachin State 
constituency (11), Naw Chris Tun  
@ Dr. Arr Kar Moe of Kayin State 
constituency (7), Dr. Pyae Phyo 
of the Ayeyawady Region con-
stituency (7) and U Soe Thein @ 
U Maung Soe of the Taninthayi 
Region constituency (10).

The eighth-day meeting of 
the seventh regular session of the 
second Amyotha Hluttaw meet-
ing  is scheduled to be held on 29 
January.       

Deputy Minister for Construction 
U Kyaw Lin. Photo: MNA

Rural electrification, meter boxes discussed by Pyithu Hluttaw
Mi Mi Phyo 

THe electrification effort and the 
meter boxes that will measure 
usage were among the issues 
discussed by the  2nd Pyithu Hlut-
taw 7th regular session seventh 
day meeting held yesterday in 
Pyithu Hluttaw meeting hall, Nay 
Pyi Taw.

The questions on the elec-
tricity sector were answered by 
Ministry of electricity and en-
ergy Deputy Minister Dr. Tun 
Naing.

Replying to a question raised 
by Daw Aye Aye Mu (a) Daw 
Sharmie of Kalay constituency 
on plans to install sufficient num-
bers of meter boxes for house-
hold use, Deputy Minister Dr. 
Tun Naing said depending upon 
the usage amount, three-types 
of digital meter boxes were be-
ing planned for purchase and in-
stalled for household use in place 
of a single meter box previously 
used so that a huge number of 
meter reading personnel are not 
required. Tenders were called 
with the 2017-2018 fiscal year 
ordinary expenditure budget to 
purchase 5/30 ampere meters 
that will be read directly for use 
in rural villages,

5/30 ampere meters that can 
be read by hand held unit (HHU) 
for use in small towns and 10/60 

ampere meters that can be read 
by HHU for use in big towns. 
The 10/60 ampere meter can 
use twice the amount of power 
of the previous meters and once 
these arrive in early April 2018, 
arrangements are being made to 
fulfil the meter box requirement. 
On the question of plans to review 
and install ever brand household 
digital electricity meters asked 
by U Naing Naing Win of Tamu 
constituency, Deputy Minister Dr. 
Tun Naing said tenders had been 
called for in a transparent and fair 
manner in fiscal year 2017-2018 to 
purchase three types of digital 
meters for rural, small and big 
town usage. 

Among the meters submit-
ted in the tender, one which has 
good technology and quality and 
can be acquired at a fair price 
will be bought and, starting in the 
coming fiscal year, arrangements 
are being made for the price of 
the household meters to be re-
viewed and reduced.

Next, Daw Cho Cho of Ot-
twin constituency asked if there 
was a plan to provide electricity 
to villages on the banks of the 
Sittaung River in Ottwin Town-
ship, to which Deputy Minister 
Dr. Tun Naing said the six vil-
lages of Aung Thar, Kan Thar, 
Thaungtan, Thaungpu, Kyetlesit 
and Chaungkyo on the banks of 

the Sittaung River in Ottwin 
Township are more than 5 miles 
away from the 11 KV power line, 
and therefore not included in the 
initial stage of the national elec-
trification plan (NeP). 

By the second stage of the 
NeP project, electricity will be 
provided to these six villages via 
Ziphyuthaung and Thayetaw vil-
lages. Some villages are in places 
where road communication is not 
good and it is difficult to transport 
the concrete poles, power lines 
and transformers needed.

In response to a question 
by U Oo Tun Win of Kyauktaw 
constituency on plans to pro-
vide electricity to the Pane Ne 

Chaung-Kyauk Swe Phyu beach 
area, the Deputy Minister said 
electricity provided to a total of 30 
villages near Goppi Daunt village 
along the Kyauk Swe Phyu beach 
area will be included in the 2021-
2022 fiscal year five-year plan 
implemented with Union funds 
to construct nine miles of 66KV 
power transmission line and a 
66/11 KV, 5 MVA sub-station in 
Goppi Daunt village.

Once the Goppi Daunt 
sub-station is constructed, pro-
viding electricity to 30 villages 
near Goppi Daunt village along 
the Kyauk Swe Phyu beach area 
will be implemented by coordi-
nating with Rakhine State gov-
ernment to fund the required 
11 KV power line and 11/0.4 KV 
transformers.

A bill to amend the television 
and video law was then submitted 
by Ministry of Information Depu-
ty Minister U Aung Hla Tun to the 
Hluttaw and Pyithu Hluttaw Bill 
Committee member Thakayta 
constituency Dr Wei Phyo Aung 
read and explained the commit-
tee’s report on the bill.

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U 
Win Myint said that Hluttaw rep-
resentatives who want to discuss 
the bill should enroll their names.

The 2nd Pyithu Hluttaw 7th 
regular session eighth day meet-
ing is scheduled for 29 January.        

Pyithu Hluttaw is being convened in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: MNA
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State Counsellor Daw aung 
San Suu Kyi attended the 25th 
aSeaN-India Commemorative 
Summit in New Delhi on 25 Jan-
uary together with leaders of 
aSeaN.

“there still exists ample 
room for deepening the existing 
cooperation between aSeaN 
and India and further strength-
ening aSeaN-India Strategic 
Partnership in the future,” said 
Daw aung San Suu Kyi at the 
plenary session of the summit.

“the peoples of aSeaN 
member States and the people 
of India have close traditional 
ties and share cultural affinities 
that go back to historic times. 
the civilizations of aSeaN and 
India have been enriched by 
cross cultural exchanges over 
the decades,” she said.

“I would like to claim that 
my own country, Myanmar, has 
the strongest cultural and his-
torical linkages with India. the 
struggle to free ourselves from 
colonial rule established solid 
ties between us. Our geograph-
ical location makes Myanmar 
India’s important gateway to the 
east serving as the land bridge 
between India and aSeaN,” she 
added.

“Reflecting upon the 25th 

anniversary of aSeaN-India 
relations, Myanmar values the 
tangible developments and sus-
tained progress in multi-sectoral 
cooperation and strategic part-
nership between aSeaN and 
India over the past two and a 
half decades,” said the State 
Counsellor.

“We are delighted with In-
dia’s act east Policy and grow-
ing willingness to intensify its 
engagements with aSeaN. 

State Counsellor attends 25th aSeaN-
India Commemorative Summit

this important foreign policy 
of India, coupled with aSeaN’s 
outward looking policy, has fur-
ther strengthened the existing 
relations and cooperation be-
tween India and aSeaN,” said 
the State Counsellor.

India is the 8th largest trad-
ing partner of aSeaN and its 
trade is amounted to 2.6% of the 
aSeaN’s total trade.

“We are therefore confident 
that the Regional Comprehen-
sive economic Partnership 
(RCeP) will open up greater 
market opportunities for the 
aSeaN Member States and 
India in the near future,” said 
the State Counsellor. 

“We are grateful to India 
for its unwavering support for 
aSeaN Connectivity initiative 
through its US$ 1 billion Line of 
Credit to enhance sea, air, land 
and digital connectivity,” said 
Daw aung San Suu Kyi.

She also stressed the im-

portance of connectivity to pro-
mote trade and people to people 
links, saying that Myanmar has 
placed the highest emphasis on 
infrastructure projects related 
to connectivity. 

the State Counsellor also 
welcomed the extension of the 
India-Myanmar-thailand tri-
lateral Highway to link up with 
Laos, Cambodia and Viet Nam. 

“In this regard, we thank 
India and thailand for their con-
tributions towards the improve-
ment or upgrading of roads in 
Myanmar, which will become 
part of the trilateral Highway 
linking India and aSeaN,” said 
Daw aung San Suu Kyi.

“In the bilateral context, 
we are pleased to see growing 
momentum in the further con-
solidation of traditional ties of 
friendship and bilateral relations 
between India and Myanmar 
with the frequent exchange of 
high-level visits,” said the State 

Counsellor.
“I recall with great pleas-

ure the recent fruitful visit of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to Myanmar in September 2017 
which broadened the areas of 
mutually beneficial cooperation 
and further enhanced closer re-
lations and friendship between 
our two countries and peoples,” 
said Daw aung San Suu Kyi.

We have initiated a number 
of major infrastructure projects 
which can link India to South-
east asia.

the State Counsellor also 
invited the Indian and aSeaN 
business communities to invest 
in Myanmar’s thilawa econom-
ic Zone and Dawei and Kyauk 
Phyu Deep Seaports which will 
give an immense boost to the 
connectivity and promote re-
gional and international trade. 

“Furthermore, we are con-
fident that transport infrastruc-
ture projects such as India-My-

anmar-thai trilateral Highway 
Project, Kaladan Multi-modal 
transit transport Project con-
necting North Western regions 
of Myanmar and North eastern 
regions of India will serve as 
India’s major gateway to South-
east asia,” said Daw aung San 
Suu Kyi.

“On this special occasion 
of the 25th anniversary, we look 
forward to the adoption of the 
proposed “Delhi Declaration” 
which will serve as a milestone 
document to intensify the aSe-
aN-India Strategic Partnership 
for Peace, Progress and shared 
Prosperity in the years ahead,” 
said the State Counsellor.

In conclusion, she ex-
pressed Myanmar’s commit-
ment to work closely with fel-
low aSeaN Member States and 
India to strengthen the aSe-
aN-India relations and strategic 
partnership.—Myanmar News 
agency 

State Counsellor views parade 
celebrating India’s 69th Republic Day

From page-1
Daw aung San Suu Kyi, 

who studied and lived in India, 
is among nine aSeaN leaders 
who arrived thursday for the 
aSeaN-India Commemorative 
Summit and to attend the annual 
69th Republic Day parade as chief 
guests.

the constitution of India 

came into effect on 26 January, 
1950, following its independence 
from British colonialists in 1947.

In the evening, State Coun-
sellor Daw aung San Suu Kyi 
attended an “at Home” meeting 
between India and other aSeaN 
countries held at the Mughal Gar-
den in the Presidential House.

Following the meeting, the 

State Counsellor met with fam-
ilies of Myanmar diplomats sta-
tioned in India at the residence 
of the Myanmar ambassador in 
New Delhi. U Moe Kyaw aung, 
the Myanmar ambassador to 
India, then hosted a dinner in 
honour of State Counsellor Daw 
aung San Suu Kyi.—Myanmar 
News agency 

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi attends the 25th ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit in New Delhi on 25 January. Photo: MNA

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi observes the parade at the 
celebration of the 69th Republic Day of India yesterday. Photo: MNA 
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Due to limitation of space we are only 
able to publish “Letter to the Editor” 
that do not exceed 500 words. Should 
you submit a text longer than 500 words 
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MyanMar’s export earn-
ings from its agricultural 
sector from 1 april 2017 to 
19 January 2018 this fiscal 
year (Fy) was Us$2.4 billion, 
up by $170 million compared 
with last Fy. 

rice forms a major part 
of Myanmar’s agro exports. 
More than 2.6 million tonnes 
of rice, worth $700, were 
shipped abroad, as of the first 
week of January, in the cur-
rent Fy. The export volume 
of rice this Fy increased by 
1.5 million tonnes compared 
with last Fy. 

similarly, the export 
of pulses, another key 
product, reached some 10 
million tonnes, with an es-
timated value of Ks400 mil-
lion. Despite an increase of 
25,000 tonnes in the volume 
of pulses exports, earnings 
are down by $400 million, 
according to the commerce 
ministry. 

This was a result of the 
changes in India’s import 
policy.  natural gas and ag-
ricultural products individu-

agro products export up by $170 million this Fy

ally made up 25 per cent of the 
exports, while cut-make-pack 
garments accounted for 16 per 
cent; minerals for eight per 

cent; fisheries for five per cent; 
and forest, animal and other 
products for 21 per cent.

as of 19 January in the 

current Fy, the export income 
reached $11.1 billion, register-
ing an increase of $1.87 billion 
against last Fy. —Htet Myat      

More than 7,000 hives were 
farmed by the Bago region 
apiculture enterprise and pri-
vate beekeeping enterprises in 
the Bago region, according to 
a report in the City news yes-
terday. 

Myanmar’s honey is trying 
to penetrate the european Un-
ion market. 

The Bago region apicul-

ture enterprise is conduct-
ing activities such as test-
ing for bee diseases, buying 
honey and bee products at a 
price set by the department, 
quality testing, issuing certif-
icates for honey produced by  
the beekeeping enterprise, and 
holding awareness campaigns 
on farming and bee diseases. 

The Bagon region apicul-

ture enterprise has 600 hives, 
while there are some 66 private 
beekeepers farming 7,110 hives. 

The beekeeping enter-
prises are mostly found in the 
Mandalay, sagaing and Magway 
regions and the shan state.

China is the main buyer, 
while, south Korea, Japan, Viet 
nam and Thailand also buy My-
anmar’s honey.

China buys Myanmar’s 
honey for use in traditional 
medicine and food, owing to its 
high medicinal value.

some 1,642 metric tonnes of 
honey were shipped to foreign 
markets, as of the first week 
of January this Fy, with an es-
timated value of $2.47 million, 
according to the apiculture en-
terprise.—GnLM      

over 7,000 hives kept in Bago region

TMH Telecom Public Co., Ltd, 
debuted on the yangon stock 
exchange (ysX) yesterday, 
trading some 9,788 shares, 
worth Ks31.4 billion, according 
to the ysX.

The base price of TMH is 
Ks3,000, which is much lower 
than those of the four other list-
ed companies. 

a unit of TMH shares 
fetched some Ks3,200 at clos-
ing time.  

shares of five listed compa-
nies — First Myanmar Invest-
ment (FMI), Myanmar Thilawa 
seZ Holdings (MTsH), Myan-
mar Citizens Bank (MCB), First 
Private Bank (FPB) and TMH 
— are currently being traded 
on the ysX. 

The stock trading volumes 
of the five listed companies were 
21,368, including 421 shares of 
FMI, 11,069 shares of MTsH, 
50 shares of MCB, 40 shares of 

FPB and 9,788 shares of TMH. 
The estimated trading values 
were Ks70.3 billion.

The ysX approved the 
listing of TMH Telecom  
Public Co., Ltd, on 1 Decem-
ber 2017 after scrutinising 
the submitted application 
documents and a deliberate  
listing examination, in accord-
ance with section 41 (c) of 
the securities exchange Law 
and sections 7 and 8 of the 

securities Listing Business 
regulations. TMH is offering 
technology services, fixed and  
mobile network engineer-
ing services, as well as BTs  
and fiber installation and main-
tenance, among other services. 

The share prices yester-
day were Ks12,500 for FMI, 
Ks2,950 for MTsH, Ks7,700 for 
MCB, Ks26,500 for FPB and 
Ks3,200 for TMH at closing time.  
— Mon Mon      

over 9,700 shares of TMH traded on ysX 

Workers gathering and scooping unhusked rice into sacks at their farm in Ayeyawaddy Region. photo:  
phoe khwAr
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The prices of garlic produced 
in Shan State are unstable in 
the domestic market, accord-
ing to wholesalers.

U Saw Maung, a whole-
saler from Pyay Township of 
the Bago Region, said, “Garlic 
mainly enters the Pyay market 
from Shan State and China’s 
Kyukote (Pang hseng). From 
the third week of this month, 
the market saw a decline in 
the flow of garlic from China.

“Kyukote garlic prices 
gradually increased because 
of the shortage in the market. 

however, the prices of garlic 
produced in Shan State, which 
borders China, Laos and Thai-
land, are steadily declining in 
the market,” he added.

Based on their size, qual-
ity and species, the prices of 
garlic vary from Ks2,100 to 
Ks2,800 per viss (3.6 pounds) 
in the wholesale market. 

Garlic is a commonly 
bought kitchen crop and a 
popular ingredient in cook-
ing due to its strong smell and 
delicious taste. The crop is 
also used to make traditional 

medicines. 
Garlic is mostly cultivated 

in Shan State and the Salin, 
Pwintphyu, Yenangyaung and 
Pakokku towns in Magway Re-
gion.

Myanmar mainly exports 
garlic to its neighbour Thai-
land through the Kengtung 
and Tachilek border trade 
camps. 

In the last few years, Thai-
land has imported garlic not 
only from Loilin District but 
also from Taunggyi District. 
—GNLM

INDIvIDUaL trade through 
the Myanmar-China cross-bor-
der points, as of 12 January, 
reached some Ks1.7 billion, ac-
cording to the official statistics 
from the commerce ministry.

Using individual trading 
cards (ITCs), border traders 
imported some Ks1.7 billion 
worth of domestically pro-
duced goods in the last 10 
months of this financial year, 
including Ks38 million from 
the Muse border gate, Ks70 
million from the Lwejel gate, 
Ks4 million from the Chinsh-
wehaw point and nearly Ks1.6 

billion from the Kanpaiktee 
trade station. however, no 
import trade was carried out 
through the Kengtung border 
this fiscal year (FY).

During the same period, 
commodities with an estimat-
ed value of more than Ks185 
million were sent to the neigh-
bour through the Kanpaiktee 
and Kengtung borders. 

Individual trade through 
the 12 border entry points 
between last april and the 
second week of this month ex-
ceeded Ks34 billion, including 
Ks30.7 billion in imports and 

Ks3.3 billion in exports. 
among the border trade 

camps, the value of trade 
through the Myawady border 
gate was the highest at Ks25.7 
billion. 

The commerce ministry 
has issued 140 cards to border 
traders in the current FY. The 
ministry introduced ITCs for 
border traders from late 2012 
to promote individual trade 
transactions with neighbour-
ing countries. Currently, there 
are some 1,404 ITC holders 
at the cross-borders.—Shwe 
Khine

Labourers unload sacks of onion from a truck in Yangon.  Photo: Phoe Khwar

Price of garlic from Shan State 
unstable in domestic market 

Individual trade from Myanmar-China 
borders hits nearly Ks1.7 billion
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A 28-year-old man sustained 
serious injuries in a mine blast 
that occurred in a field locat-
ed some six miles from the 
south of Hsahmaw Village in 
Mogaung Township, Kachin 
State.

U Than Soe, a resident 
of Ward-4, Hsahmaw Village, 
was grazing cattle in a field on 
Thursday evening when the 
explosion occurred, injuring 
his right leg. 

He is currently receiv-
ing surgical treatment at the 
nearest hospital. Following 
the explosion, Major Myo Min  
Than, a member of Myanmar 
Armed Forces, provided finan-
cial support to the victim for 
his treatment.

Four other civilians were 
also hurt in mine explosions 
near Tanai Township, Myit-
kyina District, Kachin State, 
on 19 and 20 January.—EPN

Man hurt in mine 
blast in Mogaung 
Township,  
Kachin State

A husband and wife were 
found dead by villagers near 
the couple’s home in Hwate-
gon Village, Aungyadana Vil-
lage-tract, Nattalin Township, 
Thayawady District, Bago Re-
gion, on Friday early morning, 
according to the police. 

Ko Tin Min, 33, and his 
wife, Ma Mya Nwe, 34, had se-
rious wounds on their heads, 
necks and backs and were 
found lying in separate pools 
of blood in front of their home, 
said U Kyaw Sein, father of Ko 
Tin Min.

During the investigation, 
Ma Pa Ei Phyu, 9, a member 
of the suspect’s family was in-
terrogated by the police.  

She revealed the married 
couple had been killed by U 
San Oo, 52, and his son Ko 
Bo Aung, 25, on Thursday at 

around 7 pm after they had a 
huge quarrel.

The police are conducting 
further investigations in the 
case. The two suspects were 
charged with the murder of 
the couple under Section 302 
of the Penal Code.—GNLM      

Married couple found murdered in Hwategon Village

Vice President  
U Henry Van Thio visits pearl 
farm, and Salon ethnics in 
Taninthayi Region

ViCE President U Henry Van 
Thio, who is also chairman of the 
Central Committee for Develop-
ment of the National Tourism 
industry, visited the pearl farm 
on Pale island, Bokpyin Town-
ship, Taninthayi Region and 
rural development work being 
conducted in Makyone Galet 
Village, Kawthoung Township 
yesterday. Vice President U Hen-
ry Van Thio, together with Tanin-
thayi Region Chief Minister Dr. 
Lei Lei Maw, Deputy Ministers 
Rear Admiral Myint Nwe and 
U Kyaw Myo and other officials 
arrived at the pearl farm on Pale 
island yesterday morning by ex-
press boat. They were welcomed 
by Myanma Pearl Enterprise 
Managing Director U Min Min 
Oo, who explained the history of 
pearl farming in Myanmar and 
various aspects of pearl produc-
tion and sales.

The Vice President com-
mented that pearl production 
is a work that provides foreign 
exchange for the country and 
urged those involved to work 
hard.

“There is a need to find new 

places to produce pearls and to 
expand pearl production. Other 
works damage the natural envi-
ronment and are not permitted 
near a pearl production place. 
Pearl production preserves the 
natural environment”, said the 
Vice President.

The Vice President then 
inspected the pearl farm and 
viewed the Lampi island marine 
national park.

The Vice President then 
went to Kawthoung Township, 
Bo Cho island, Makyone Galet 
Salon Village and attended the 
opening of a boarding house for 
the Salon that was donated and 
constructed by the Tint Tint My-
anmar Company Limited.

The Vice President met 
with ethnic Salon nationals and 
locals in the meeting hall of the 
boarding house and explained 
the country’s efforts for balanced 
development of all ethnic nation-
als.

U Nyo Aye, the director of 
the Hotels and Tourism, Tanin-
thayi Region, reported to the 
Vice President the status of 
travel companies in Taninthayi 

Reigon, the development status 
of hotels and guest houses, num-
bers of visitors and income, plac-
es to visit in Dawei, Myeik and

Kawthoung districts, vil-
lage-based travel works and 
future work for development of 
the travel sector.

The Vice President point-
ed out that Taninthayi Region 
has a long coastline with more 

than 800 islands and has many 
below-and-above-water natural 
resources and views that are of 
interest for the world’s tourists.

“When the travel business-
es develop, it will create a lot of 
job opportunities for locals, and 
the government is putting an 
emphasis on regional develop-
ment”, the Vice President said.

The Vice President and 

Chief Minister then presented 
clothes and food to the Salon peo-
ple and were entertained with 
Salon ethnic national’s tradition-
al dances.

The Vice President then 
went on to Khayin Gwa island 
and inspected the works con-
ducted for development of their 
travel industry. — Myanmar 
News Agency      

Union Minister Dr. Pe Myint 
inspects preparations for Myeik 
Children’s Literature Festival

UNiON Minister for informa-
tion Dr. Pe Myint yesterday 
inspected preparation work 
for the Children’s Literature 
Festival in Myeik that will be 
held on 27 and 28 January.

The Union Minister ar-
rived at Myeik Basic Education 
High School No. 1, where the 
Children’s Literature Festival 
will be held, and inspected the 
preparations for the opening 
ceremony, booths, charity food 
and entertainment.

Earlier in the day, the Un-
ion Minister handed over 50 Set 
Top Box television receivers 
donated by Myanmar Radio 
and Television (MRTV) for the 
Taninthayi Region government, 
which were accepted by Region 
Minister for Social Affairs and 
Development U Ho Pin and 
Kayin Ethnic Affairs Minister 
U Saw Lu Kar.

in the afternoon, the Union 
Minister and party visited the 
MRTV Retransmission Station 

in Dawei District, Thayetchaung 
Township, Pedet Village, where 
fire breaks are urgently need-

ed to improve the fire safety 
of the Retransmission Station. 
— Myanmar News Agency      

Vice President U Henry Van Thio visits the pearl farm on Pale Island, Bokpyin Township in Taninthayi 
Region.  Photo: MNA

Union Minister Dr. Pe Myint visits the preparations for the opening 
ceremony at Children’s Literature Festival in Myeik.  Photo: MNA
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Environmental Conservation committee meets
Vice President U Myint Swe 
spoke before a meeting of the 
Central Committee for Nation-
al Level Environmental Con-
servation and Climate Change 
yesterday, saying the country’s 
natural resources need to be 
managed more effectively with 
well-planned residential hous-
ing, better waste disposal, and 
responsible land usage.

U Myint Swe’s comments 
came at the fifth coordination 
meeting of the National Level 
Environmental Conservation 
and Climate Change Central 
Committee held at the meeting 
hall of the Natural Resources 
and Environmental Conserva-
tion Ministry in Nay Pyi Taw.

As the population increases, 
natural resources are over-ex-
tracted, waste is improperly dis-
posed, emissions from factories 
increases, water, land and air 
become polluted, the natural 
environment is degraded and 
climate change problems are 
encountered. These are major 
challenges to sustainable de-
velopment and severely hinder 
efforts to reduce poverty, the 
Vice President said.

To overcome these chal-
lenges, natural resources need 

to be maintained and managed 
systematically and effectively to 
ensure sustained usage.

In addition to increasing 
regional cooperation through 
systematic coordination and 
cooperation with relevant de-
partments and organisations, 
management of land usage, al-
location of residential housing, 
and systematic waste disposal 
need to be conducted in accord-
ance to the present time and 
system, he said.

As local and foreign in-
vestments are being invited 

for the economic development 
of Myanmar, the matter of 
environmental conservation 
and climate change needs to 
be coordinated and conducted 
up to international norms and 
standards, and the committees 
need to coordinate with relevant 
ministries, investors, non-gov-
ernment organisations and civil 
service societies, the Vice Pres-
ident said.

This is the fifth central com-
mittee coordination meeting. In 
the past meetings, there were 
64 decisions made out of which 

44 were completed, while 20 are 
still under implementation.

According to reports sub-
mitted, the Ministry of Informa-
tion was seen to have increased 
the knowledge of environmen-
tal conservation and climate 
change. 

The Ministry of Education 
is known to be conducting uni-
versity-level specialised sub-
jects on environmental conser-
vation and climate change as 
well as including these subjects 
in the basic level education cur-
riculum.

For the sustainable devel-
opment of Myanmar, the three 
main pillars of economic, social 
and environmental conserva-
tion need to be balanced.

Together with the chang-
ing direction of international 
environmental conservation 
and to face the environmental 
conservation challenges of the 
present, sector-wide national 
environmental policy and stra-
tegic frameworks are to be 
assessed and submitted to the 
union government according to 
procedure, he said.

The meeting was attended 
by Central Committee Chair-
man Union Minister for Natural 
Resources and Environmental 
Conservation U Ohn Win, Cen-
tral Committee member Deputy 
Attorney-General U Win Myint 
and Central Committee mem-
bers, environmental conserva-
tion and climate change super-
visory chairmen Nay Pyi Taw 
Council member, states/regions 
government   ministers, officials 
from six work committees, per-
manent secretaries, represent-
atives from non-government 
organisations and civil society 
organisations and officials. — 
Myanmar News Agency      

Vice President U Myint Swe addresses the meeting of the fifth coordination meeting of the National Level 
Environmental Conservation and Climate Change Central Committee in Nay Pyi Taw, yesterday. Photo: MNA

Pressure often turns into counterproductive: 
Deputy Information Minister U Aung Hla Tun

ASkED to comment on the sit-
uation that led to Mr. Bill Rich-
ardson’s dropping out of the 
Advisory Board to the Commit-
tee for Implementations of the 
Recommendations on Rakhine 
State, Deputy Information Min-
ister U Aung Hla Tun said: “I’m 
so sorry that he brought up a 
hidden agenda that was beyond 
the mandate of the Board he 
belonged to. Actually, as far as I 
understand the President is the 
only person who has the power 

to deal with an ongoing court 
case. For other people, it could 
be tantamount to demonstrating 
outright contempt of court.”

“Nobody should use this 
case for their personal advan-
tages such as popularity or pub-
licity.”

“I’d like to request all not to 
apply any pressure on the gov-
ernment in connection with this 
case because pressure can be 
counterproductive at times.”—
Myanmar News Agency      

UNION Solidarity and Devel-
opment Party that had been 
allowed to set up as a political 
party headquartered at No. 
5, at the corner of Yazathin-
gaha Road and “C” Road in 
Nay Pyi Taw Dekkhinathiri  
Township has submitted its 
application for the registra-
tion as a political party to the 
Union Election Commission 
along with the following par-
ty’s flag.

In their application they 

mention that they will use  the 
flag as described hereunder.

In accord with Section 
14 (d) of the Political Parties 
Registration Rules, it is here-
by announced that those who 
want to remonstrate with 
the UEC about the party’s 
flag may submit a complaint 
along with the supporting 
evidence within seven days 
starting from issuance of 
this announcement. — Union 
Election Commission

Public Announcement 
for remonstration

Flag of Union Solidarity and Development Party.

Anti-corruption strategy to be formulated by April
THE Myanmar Anti-Corruption 
Commission will formulate an 
anti-corruption strategy with-
in four months, according to a 
report in the Myawady Daily 
yesterday.

“We have drawn up the ac-
tion plan for 2018 and will speed 
up our anti-corruption strategy 
within four months,” said U Aung 
kyi, chairman of the commis-

sion.
The strategy will be adopted 

by April and will be put into prac-
tice on a national scale in 2019, 
he added. It will be formulated 
with input from ministers, civil 
society, mediapersons and other 
stakeholders. 

The anti-corruption law took 
effect in September 2013, and the 
anti-corruption commission was 

first formed in 2014 with 15 mem-
bers. The anti-corruption com-
mission was reformed on 23 No-
vember 2017 with 12 members. 
The commission received 762 
complaints within two months.

Some 121 complaints were 
about the governments, 56 about 
the election of ward and village 
administrators and 489 against 
judges.—GNLM      

U Aung Hla Tun
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A historic 
photograph

T
o our great delight and satisfaction, we found 
an auspicious news photo in the State-owned 
newspapers of 24th January 2018. It is none other 
than the documentary photo for which the party 

headed by the State Counsellor, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
posed together with delegations from the New Mon State 
Party [NMSP] and Lahu Democratic Union [LDU]. As 
said by the State Counsellor, it is the photograph which 
reflects the new step of great honour for the entire na-
tion. The documentary photo was taken after separate 
meetings between the State Counsellor, the Chairperson 
of the National Reconciliation and Peace Center and the 
delegation led by Nai Htaw Mon, Chairman of NMSP and 
the delegation led by Kya Khun Sar, Chairman of LDU at 

the NRPC in Nay Pyi 
Taw. 

At the news con-
ference held after the 
meetings, the State 
Counsellor said, “We 
would like to express 
our thanks to our ethnic 
national brethren, 
ethnic Mon and Lahu 
nationals for helping in 
the enduring existence 
of the union, peace in 
the union and develop-
ment based on peace.” 
Here, the development 
based on peace car-
ries a deep and broad 
meaning. Deprivation of 
peace means voidance 
of opportunities. Due to 
lack of full peace for 70 
years after gaining My-
anmar’s Independence, 
the people of Myanmar 
lost many opportunities 
of excellence. 

At present, “The 
role of Myanmar in 
Regional Economic 
Co-operation,” made us 
more convinced of the 
peace sector. Myanmar 

plays an important role in the regional economic coopera-
tion projects such as ASEAN Economic Community-AEC 
and one Belt one Road [oBoR]. Had Myanmar managed 
to play her role effectively, our country sure would have 
seized many opportunities for successful implementa-
tion of economic projects. Failing that, these promising 
opportunities would have come to nothing. This process 
is the one which shows the doctrine “development based 
on peace.”

The State Counsellor said, “This has been carried out 
not only for our sake but for the sake of future genera-
tions. This showed the value of the historic documentary 
photo. To put it more accurately, this photo shows that 
NMSP and LDU have made a firm determination to sign 
the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement [NCA]. In other 
words, the photo shows that development based on peace 
will be brought about soon.”      

This has been 
carried out not 
only for our 
sake but for the 
sake of future 
generations. This 
showed the value 
of the historic 
documentary 
photo. To put it 
more accurately, 
this photo shows 
that NMSP and 
LDU have made a 
firm determination 
to sign the 
Nationwide 
Ceasefire 
Agreement [NCA]. 

Four objectives of the 71th 

Anniversary Union Day

1. To develop the Union Spirit
2. To make the internal peace process a success with 

unity of ethnic people
3. To build a Federal Democratic Union through the Union 

Peace Conference-21st Century Panglong
4. To boost the economy of the Union by encouraging 

small and medium enterprises

Frugality of National Revenue and Sectors of 
Government Department

By Than Phyo Naing 
[Kanyingyo] 

T
HE incumbent gov-
ernment elected by 
the people had taken 
its office for nearly two 

years. on the study of the national 
spending since the very advent 
of reign of the new government, 
to be exact, April 2016 four laws 
had been promulgated, namely—
Union Budget Law [Amendment 
Law], 2016, Additional Budget Al-
lotment Law of the Union, 2016, 
Union Budget Law 2017 and Ad-
ditional Budget Allotment Law of 
the Union, 2017. 

A new initiative for the 
change of financial year pe-
riod

Designation of the period 
from 1st october 2018 to 30th Sep-
tember 2019 as the new fiscal year 
is underway. Union budget for 
six-month period in the mean-
time, that is, from 1st April to the 
end of September 2018 prior to 
the change into the new fiscal 
year and the Union Budget Law, 
2018 [Draft] are being put forward 
to Hluttaw for discussion. only 
in July and August it will be dis-
cussed again for the new financial 
year when it will commence to be 
introduced. 

Financial commission meet-
ing held; policies laid down

on 9 January  2018, just prior 
to putting forth the Union Budget 
Law [Draft] to Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw, the Financial Commission 
meeting 1/2018 headed by Presi-
dent of the State was held at the 
meeting hall of the Presidential 
Palace. At the meeting, the Pres-
ident gave an instruction not to 
demand more budget allotment 
for normal and lump sum expendi-
tures of departments during the 
six-month period from April to 
September 2018 as the remain-
ing 4 month-period apart from the 
first two months are in the rainy 
season, to reduce spending for the 
purchase of machines to be bought 
with foreign exchanges as much 
as possible, and to demand for the 
budget just for the machines to 
be bought during the designated 
period in accord with the tender 
rules and regulations, in purchas-
ing machineries as well.

The Union Government 

By Alister Doyle

oSLo, Jan 25 (Reuters) - Billions of bits of plastic waste are 
entangled in corals and sickening reefs from Thailand to Aus-
tralia’s Great Barrier Reef, scientists said on Thursday.

The trash is another pressure on corals, already suffering 
from over-fishing, rising temperatures caused by climate change 
and other pollution.

In the Asia-Pacific region a total of 11.1 billion plastic 
items - including shopping bags, fishing nets, even diapers 
and tea-bags - are ensnared on reefs, the scientists wrote in 
the journal Science.

They projected the numbers would rise by 40 percent by 
2025 as marine pollution gets steadily worse.

The plastic increases the likelihood of disease about 20 
times, to 89 percent for corals in contact with plastics from 
four percent in comparable areas with none.

Trash may damage the tiny coral animals that build reefs, 
making them more vulnerable to illness. 

And bits of plastic may act as rafts for harmful microbes 
in the oceans.

Scientists were shocked to find plastic even in remote reefs.
“You could be diving and you think someone’s tapping your 

shoulder but it’s just a bottle knocking against you, or a plastic 
trash bag stuck on your tank,” lead author Joleah Lamb of 
Cornell University told Reuters.

“It’s really sad,” she said.
“Corals are animals like us and have really thin tissues that 

can be cut and wounded, especially if they are cut by an item 
covered in all sorts of micro-organisms,” she said.

The scientists, from the United States, Australia, Thailand, 
Myanmar, Canada and Indonesia, surveyed 159 reefs from 
2011-14 in the Asia-Pacific region. 

They found most plastic in Indonesia, with about 26 bits 
per 100 square metres (1076 square feet) of reef, and least off 
Australia, which has the strictest waste controls.

The link between disease and plastic may well apply to 
other reefs such as in the Caribbean and off Africa, and may 
be harming other life on the ocean floor such as sponges or 
kelp, Lamb said.

At least 275 million people worldwide live near reefs, which 
provide food, coastal protection and income from tourism. The 
presence of plastics seemed especially to aggravate some com-
mon coral afflictions, such as skeletal eroding band disease.

The scientists urged tougher restrictions on plastic waste. 
In December, almost 200 nations agreed to limit plastic pollution 
of the oceans, warning that it could outweigh all fish by 2030.

Co-author Douglas Rader of the U.S. Environmental De-
fense Fund said better management of fisheries was the best way 
to strengthen coral reefs to enable them to fend off man-made 
threats such as more plastics. “This is not a story about ‘let’s 
give up on corals’,” he told Reuters. “overfishing today is the 
biggest threat.” He said nations from Belize to the Philippines 
were acting to regulate fisheries on corals. —(Reporting By 
Alister Doyle; Editing by Raissa Kasolowsky)       

Coral reefs get sick from 
plastic waste - study

put forth the Union Budget Es-
timate and 2018 Union Budget 
Law [Draft] at the session of the 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw held on 15th 
January 2018. Now is the time 
when the ministries are putting 
forward to the Hluttaw concern-
ing their respective budget es-
timates and the projects to be 
performed. 

Respective committees 
formed by Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
will scrutinize the submissions 
before they are to be discussed 
again in the Hluttaw. only after 
that, a report must be submitted 
to the Hluttaw so that the parlia-
mentarians could make discus-
sions concerning approval, refus-
al and reduction of expenditures 
to be submitted by the executive 
board. After then, the Hluttaw 
representatives who will partic-
ipate in discussions must make 
detailed scrutiny and approval 
in accord with the authority con-
ferred upon the Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw. 

Choosing tasks in priority to 
be performed

The Scrutiny Committee has 
to scrutinize the budgets submit-
ted by departments via the Union 

Government because some were 
found to be more expensive than 
local prices, with some found to 
be less than the actual amounts. 
Scrutiny was made with a view 
to avoiding wastage of national 
revenues. Provided that excess 
amounts are found, they have to 
be reduced and if less amounts 
are found to have been demand-
ed they have to be granted more 
again. Tasks to be implemented 
in the spheres such as education 
and health, tasks for prevention of 
natural disasters such as floods, 
torrential rains and landslides to 
be faced in the process of climate 
changes and tasks for maintain-
ing and strengthening dams and 
embankments are to be prior-
itized. 

Performing the tasks of pub-
lic affair services

Priorities must be given to 
the national revenue to be spent 
for disbursement of agricultural 
loans and distribution of pedigree 
seeds, pesticides and fertilizers, 
for farmers which occupy 70 per 
cent of the entire national pop-
ulace. Industrial projects need 
to be included in building up the 
nation so that construction of road 

and bridge network and creation 
of job opportunities can be imple-
mented, with the increase of daily 
income included. 
Responsibility of legislative 
sector 

Such performances will be 
the good and strong principles 
for the Union Budget Law to be 
promulgated in coming financial 
year 2018. By reducing unneces-
sary expenditures after detailed 
scrutiny, Hluttaw and executive 
bodies should perform the du-
ties for the sake of the nation-
al interest, without bribery and 
corruption. 

Later after the promulgation 
of the Union Budget Law under-
going the process of careful scru-
tiny, reduction and refusal, as for 
the departments which must suc-
cessfully implement projects on 
the ground situations they must 
deal with spending the national 
revenues frugally with the senses 
of responsibility and accounta-
bility so that people’s anxieties 
over the national economy can 
be erased. 

Responsibilities of regional 
auditors’ offices

It needs to have expenditures 

of enterprises under implementa-
tion on the ground audited as to 
whether they have been in agree-
ment with the budget allotment 
granted by Hluttaw and they keep 
up with the designated stand-
ards. As for the departments, it 
needs to carefully examine as to 
whether the respective depart-
ments performed in accord with 
rules and regulations in inviting 
tenders, the initial process of 
implementation of the projects. 
Simultaneously, it needs to exam-
ine as to whether tender winners 
have been chosen without doing 
above board, that is, in dishonest 
ways by exercising the practices 
of cronyism. 

Actual reports and discussion 
for the people

As for the Union Auditor Gen-
eral of the Administrative Board 
to examine the actual expenditure 
of respective departments on the 
ground, it is of great importance 
to strictly examine the statistics, 
to accurately put forward its find-
ings to Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in ac-
cord with duties assigned so that 
the people will be well convinced 
of spending the national revenues 
collected from the people. It is an 

important factor. Based on the 
findings of the authenticated audit 
report, it can be discussed again 
in the Hluttaw so that warnings 
to the departments and making 
advantages and disadvantages 
known to the public can be made. 
Every investigation and exami-
nation is required to be free from 
practices of bribery and corrup-
tion.  That system is called check 
and balance among the executive 
body from the legislative body.

 To sum it up, the national 
budgets granted from the national 
revenues must be for the sake of 
the people. Moreover, with the 
changing political systems and 
times departments are responsi-
ble to frugally spend the national 
budget allotments and so as not 
to meet wastages. over spending 
budgets, Hluttaws are constant-
ly to monitor, transferring cases 
found, if ever, to the judicial sector 
for taking legal actions in accord 
with the existing rules and laws 
in order that responsible persons 
will learn to effectively spend the 
national revenues and the entire 
national populace can enjoy rights 
they deserve, to the full.      

Translated by
Khin Maung Oo  

President U Htin Kyaw delivers the speech at the meeting of the Finance Commission 1/2018 at the Presidential Palace. Photo: MNA
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Union Minister for Electricity and Energy U Win Khaing is welcomed by Australian 
Ambassador Mr. Nicholas Coppel as he arrives to attend a reception to mark the National 
Day of Australia held at No. 18, Golden Valley in Bahan Township, Yangon, on 26th 
January.  Photo: MyanMar news agency

Dagon University’s students 
visit Pyidaungsu Hluttaw

A group of students, who are 
studying International Rela-
tions at the Dagon University, 
visited Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
yesterday.

The delegation compris-
ing of 268 students including 
faculty members of the univer-

sity was welcomed by Deputy 
Director-General and officials 
of the Office of Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw.

The officials conducted 
the students around the Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw. —Myanmar 
News Agency      

TwO experienced moun-
taineers from the Hiking and 
Mountaineering Association 
in Meikhtila Township, Man-
dalay Region, started climbing 
Mt. Phon Kan Razi in Kachin 
State’s Putao on 25 January.

Ko Naing Min Shein, sec-
retary of the association, and 
Dr Myat Min set off to climb the 
snowcapped mountain, which 
has an altitude of 11,920ft and 
is situated northwest of Putao. 
Both climbers hope that young 
people in Meikhtila will take an 
interest in hiking and moun-
taineering and also appreciate 
the beauty that nature has to 
offer. 

“At the summit of the 
mountain they will raise two 
flags; the flag of the Kan Let 
Myar education and health vol-
unteer group and the flag of the 
mountaineering association. 
They are bringing the flag of 
the volunteer group because 
the climbers were sponsored 
and supported by the volun-
teer group in the past. I think 
the whole expedition will last 
nine or ten days,” said U Aung 
Kyaing, executive committee 
member of the volunteer group.

In 2017, members of the 
Meikhtila Hiking and Moun-
taineering Association reached  

the summits of five mountains 
in Mandalay Region and Shan 
State.

In Mandalay Region, 
they climbed Mt. Elephant at 
an altitude of 6280ft in Thazi 
Township in July, Mt. Popa at 
an altitude of 4981ft in August 
and Mt. Pyat Kha Shwe at an 
altitude of 3700ft in Ku Me in 
September. 

In Shan State, they climbed 
Mt. Myinmahti at an altitude of 
5800ft in Kalaw in September 
and Mt. Ashay Myin Anauk 
Myin at an altitude of 7800ft 
in Ywangan in December. 
—Bo Bo ( Mahlaing)      

Two mountaineers set 
off climbing Mt. Phon 
Kan Razi

Myanmar to host 2018 Asian Road and 
Para Cycling Championship
MYANMAR will host 2018 Asian 
Road and Para Cycling Cham-
pionship for the first time in the 
capital Nay Pyi Taw.

The Ministry of Health and 
Sports and the Myanmar Cycling 
Federation will jointly organize 
the tournament from 8 to 12 Feb-
ruary. A coordination meeting 

on hosting the Asian Road and 
Para Cycling Championship took 
place at the meeting room of the 
Sports and Physical Education 
Department under the Ministry 
of Health and Sports this morn-
ing. Vice President of Myanmar 
Cycling Federation U Myat Thu 
explained matters relating to suc-

cessfully hosting the competition, 
attracting public attention and 
broadcasting the event live on tel-
evision. Officials from respective 
ministries reported the tasks to 
be executed by their ministries 
and the difficulties they may 
encounter.—Myanmar Digital 
News      

Ko Naing Min Shein (L) and  
Dr Myat Min (R).  Photo: 
Bo Bo

MYANMAR hosted some 789,732 
foreign day-trippers, who visited 
the country through the Tachil-
ek cross-border gate between 
last April and 25 January of this 
year, according to the Ministry of 
Hotels and Tourism. During this 
period, the day-trippers toured 
Talaw Market, Mahamyatmuni 
Pagoda, Shwedagon Pagoda, 
ethnic villages and Chinese tem-
ples, while 13,237 foreigners took 
the Mongphyat-Kengtung trip. 

More than 6,000 visitors en-
tered Myanmar by air this fiscal 
year (FY). As of last November, 
the number of foreign travellers 
with visas increased by 8 per 
cent, compared with last FY.

In the third week of this 
month, more than 160 visitors 
arrived in Tachilek for a one-
day trip.  

The Myanmar government 

is trying to promote the tourism 
sector by exploring new destina-
tions in the states and regions. 
The tourism authorities are also 
prioritising the development of 
cross-border trips.

Sustained efforts are being 
made to boost international tour-
ist arrivals to Myanmar’s natu-
ral islands, in collaboration with 
those in the tourism field, said a 

spokesperson of the Hotels and 
Tourism Ministry.

Myanmar has several nat-
ural resources and countless 
attractions. Besides its cultural 
sites, the Megui Archipelago, 
which is part of the Taninthayi 
Region and is in the Andaman 
Sea, is gaining popularity among 
luxury travellers in the interna-
tional market.—GNLM

Over 780,000 foreign day-trippers visited 
Myanmar from Thai border this FY

 Photo: suPPlied
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A railway connecting Chongqing and Guiyang pulls out at Guiyang North Railway Station in Guiyang, 
southwest China’s Guizhou Province, on 25 Jan 2018. A railway connecting Chongqing and Guiyang, two 
major cities in southwest China opened on Thursday. Photo: Xinhua

New railway helps western China open wider
C H O N G Q I N G / G U I YA N G 
— Trains started running be-
tween Chongqing and Guiyang 
in southwest China Thursday, 
as a new link opened as part of a 
sea-rail route between the land-
locked west and Southeast Asia.

Forty-six bullet trains will 
run on the 347-km rail line, which 
was designed for trains running 
at a speed of 200 km per hour.

The line cuts travel time be-
tween Chongqing and Guiyang 
from the current 10 hours to 2 
hours.

A total of 209 bridges, 115 
two-way tunnels and 12 stations 
were built for the new railway. 
The line will improve traffic be-
tween China’s southwest, a ma-
jor source of migrant workers, 
and booming southern areas.

The line was designed to 
gradually replace the primitive 
Sichuan-Guizhou railway con-
structed between the 1950s and 
1970s. The old line has hampered 
a sea-rail transit route linking 
Chongqing, Guizhou, Guangxi 
and Singapore that opened in 
2017.

Low design standards, in 
addition to towering cliffs and 
ravines along the route, shack-

led the traffic speed of the old 
line, according to Dai Xu with 
the Chongqing railway station.

Although freight services 
of bulk commodities will not be 
available for the new line for the 
time being, Mou Chenggang with 

Guizhou’s railway construction 
office said the new line would 
relieve pressure on the old one.

High hopes have been 
placed on the railway to change 
the life of people in Guizhou, 
which is at the forefront of Chi-

na’s anti-poverty campaign.
Tongzi county in Guizhou 

receive more than 200,000 visi-
tors from Chongqing each year. 
It is set to be more popular after 
the rail line shortens the travel 
time between Chongqing and the 

county to one hour.
Many Chongqing tourists 

booked rooms for summer this 
year, learning about the opening 
of the Chongqing-Guiyang line, 
according to Xiong Yongqiang, 
Party chief of Longtai Village, 
Tongzi.

“Villages are busy improv-
ing infrastructure and cleaning 
the environment to attract tour-
ists,” Xiong said.

Optimistic about the coun-
ty’s tourism prospect, a local pri-
vately-owned company poured 
400 million yuan (63 million U.S. 
dollars) into building a tourist 
project featuring the culture of 
the Miao ethnic minority. It con-
sists of a tea garden and Miao-
style inns, offering jobs to local 
poor families.

He Wenxiu, a farmer from 
Xingfu Village of Zunyi City, is 
among 360 villagers working as 
inspectors along the rail line. He 
is responsible for a small section 
in the Dalou Mountain. Earning 
2,500 yuan a month, he and two 
fellow villagers work 24 hours a 
day in three shifts.

“I farmed for most of my 
life, and finally got a stable job 
like this,” He said. —Xinhua     

Turkey says 14 killed, 130 
wounded in operation in 
Syria’s Afrin

ANKARA — Turkey’s health 
minister said on Friday that 
14 Turkish soldiers and Free 
Syrian Army (FSA) rebels 
were killed and another 130 
people were wounded follow-
ing Turkey’s incursion into 
Syria’s Afrin region.

Speaking to reporters 
after visiting wounded sol-
diers in hospitals, Ahmet 
Demircan said three Turk-
ish soldiers and 11 fighters 
from Turkey-backed FSA fac-
tions have been killed so far 
in clashes in northern Syria.

He said 130 people had 
been brought to Turkish hos-
pitals and that 82 of them had 
been released after receiv-
ing treatment. None of the 
wounded were in critical con-
dition, he said, adding that 
additional medical personnel 
were sent to the area.

On Saturday,  Tur-
key launched an offensive 
against the Kurdish YPG 

militia, which it views as a 
security threat, in Syria’s 
Afrin, opening a new front 
in the multi-sided Syrian 
civil war and further strain-
ing ties with its NATO ally 
Washington.

Dozens of combatants 
and more than two dozen 
civilians have been killed so 
far in the offensive, the Syr-
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights, a Britain-based war 
monitor, has said.

The Turkish military 
said in a statement on Fri-
day it had killed at least 343 
militants in northern Syria 
since the operation started.

The Syrian Democrat-
ic Forces (SDF) however, a 
YPG-dominated umbrella 
group backed by the United 
States in the fight against 
Islamic State, has previously 
said that Turkey was exag-
gerating the number of the 
dead. — Reuters      

US panel deals blow to Philip Morris tobacco device

The recommendation is not 
binding and the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration could still 
allow Philip Morris to make such 
a claim, but some analysts think 
the agency might ask for addi-
tional data first.

“It’s a process,” said Bonnie 
Herzog, an analyst at Wells Far-
go. The FDA will likely approve 
the request eventually, she said, 
“but timing is tough to predict.”

Philip Morris, which has 
spent more than $3 billion to 
develop products that can coun-
teract the decline in traditional 
cigarette sales, said it was en-
couraged by some of the com-
mittee members’ comments that 
iQOS may have risk-reduction 
potential.

“We are confident in our abil-
ity to address the valid questions 
raised by the Committee with 
the FDA as the review process 
for our application continues,” 
Corey Henry, a Philip Morris 
spokesman, said in a statement.

FDA Commissioner Scott 
Gottlieb recently proposed a 
broad tobacco policy shift that 
would reduce nicotine in ciga-

rettes to “non-addictive” levels 
while increasing development of 
lower-risk alternatives for those 
unable to quit.

IQOS is a sleek, penlike de-
vice that heats tobacco but does 
not ignite it - an approach Philip 
Morris says produces far lower 
levels of carcinogens than regu-
lar cigarettes. It is used by nearly 
4 million people in 30 markets 
outside the United States but 
needs FDA authorization to be 
marketed in America.

Last month, a Reuters in-
vestigation described irregu-
larities in the clinical trials that 
supported Philip Morris’ iQOS 
application to the FDA.

The company’s shares fell 
2.8 percent to close at $107.49 on 
Thursday, after falling as much 
as 6.8 percent.

Matthew Myers, president 
of the Campaign for Tobacco 
Free Kids, said panelists “iden-
tified that serious questions re-
main” about the company’s ap-
plication. He said it could amend 
the application and the panel’s 
recommendation does not rule 
out an ultimate approval.

The panel said Philip Morris 
had not proven that iQOS re-
duced harm compared with cig-
arettes. It did conclude that the 
product exposes users to lower 
levels of harmful chemicals but 
said the company had not shown 
that lowering exposure to those 
chemicals is reasonably likely 
to translate into a measurable 
reduction in disease or death.

Philip Morris needs to show 
both in order to claim in its mar-
keting materials that the prod-
uct reduces a user’s exposure 
to harmful chemicals.

Some panelists were con-
cerned that not all the harmful 
or potentially harmful chemi-
cals in iQOS were lower than 
in cigarettes. Philip Morris pre-
sented data showing an overall 
exposure reduction of about 95 
percent.

“The negative recom-
mendations did not come as a 
surprise,” said Gregory Con-
ley, president of the American 
Vaping Association. He said the 
panelists “disconnected them-
selves from the facts in favor of 
ideology.”—Reuters     



12 world 27 January 2018
The Global New liGhT of MyaNMar

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V NINOS VOY. NO. ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ninos VoY. 
no. ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will be arriving 
on 27-1-2018 and cargo will be discharged into the 
premises of hpt where it will lie at the consignee’s risk 
and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions 
of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S NEw GOLDEN SEA LINES
phone no: 2301185

The Myanmar Companies Law (2017)
Draft Model Constitution for Private Companies

Pursuant to the Myanmar Companies Law 2017, the Directorate of 
Investment and Company Administration (DICA) has released a draft 
model constitution for private companies limited by shares for public 
consultation and feedback. The draft model constitution is available on 
www.dica.gov.mm.

Interested parties are requested to provide comments to DICA by 
28th February 2018. Please send submission by email or fax to:
•	 Email:	Dica@mtmail.net.cmm and Lawreform.dica.mm@gmail.com
•	 Fax:	(95)	01	658135

Directorate of Investment and Company Administration.

A loader is seen amid coal piles at a port in Lianyungang, Jiangsu province, China on 25 
January 2018.  Photo: REUtERS

BEIJING — Four of Chi-
na’s top utilities have told 
the government some re-
gions will face heating and 
electricity shortages due 
to tightening supplies of 
coal ahead of the Lunar 
New Year, the latest sign 
the nation’s winter heat-
ing crisis may deepen.

China’s State Power 
Investment Corp (SPIC), 
China Datang Corp, China 
Huaneng Group and Chi-
na Huadian Corp asked 
the government in a letter 
to boost supplies of coal 
and tame a wild price 
rally. The letter, reviewed 
by Reuters and dated 22 
January, was sent to the 
National Development 
& Reform Commission 
(NDRC). A source familiar 
with the letter confirmed 

As cold blast hits, China’s utilities warn of heating, power cuts

its authenticity. NDRC 
and the four companies 
did not immediately re-

spond to requests for com-
ment.

“If the coal invento-

ries don’t rise to a rea-
sonable level by Spring 
Festival, then it will be 

really difficult to deal with 
the drop in temperatures 
in some key regions and 
in the winter heating re-
gions,” the letter said. 
Some utilities only have 
enough supplies for two 
to three days, while oth-
ers are getting hit by a big 
increase in rail transpor-
tation fees, the letter said. 
The NDRC met with the 
companies to discuss the 
issue on Thursday after 
receiving the letter, the 
source who confirmed the 
document said, declining 
to give further details.

Maintaining stability 
is a main priority for the 
Communist Party, particu-
larly ahead of and during 
Spring Festival. The week-
long holiday, also known 
as Chinese or Lunar New 

Year, starts in mid-Feb-
ruary this year. It is the 
longest holiday break of 
the Chinese calendar.

“Some utilities are re-
luctant to buy coal and are 
waiting for coal miners to 
cut prices,” said Cheng 
Gong, analyst at China 
Nation Coal Association.

“But rail prices rose 
as much as 10 percent 
while the weather is get-
ting worse, so it costs 
more to buy coal now.”

Thermal coal futures 
have jumped nearly 10 
percent this year, extend-
ing a months-long rally, as 
utilities have scrambled 
for supplies this week to 
deal with soaring demand 
because of a cold snap 
that has swept across the 
north.—Reuters 

One man dies, 
9 made ill by 
pufferfish 
poison in 
Cambodia

PHNOM PENH  — A 
Cambodian fisherman 
died and nine others 
were treated at hospital 
after eating a variety of 
pufferfish containing a 
deadly neurotoxin, the 
government said Thurs-
day. In a statement, the 
Ministry of Health said a 
36-year-old fisherman died 
on Monday after eating a 
6-kilogram pufferfish that 
he had caught at sea. Nine 
other people who ate the 
fish were also treated at 
two hospitals. All 10 lived in 
Koh Sdach village in coast-
al Koh Kong province, 
more than 200 kilometers 
west of Phnom Penh. Ac-
cording to the ministry, 10 
kinds of pufferfish can be 
found in Cambodian wa-
ters and three are poison-
ous. The symptoms of puff-
erfish poisoning include 
numbness and tingling 
around the mouth, saliva-
tion, nausea and vomiting 
within 20 minutes to two 
hours after eating. The 
symptoms may progress 
to paralysis, loss of con-
sciousness and respira-
tory failure, and can lead 
to death.—Kyodo News 

LONDON — Royal Dutch 
Shell has spent over $400 
million on a range of ac-
quisitions in recent weeks, 
from solar power to elec-
tric car charging points, 
cranking up its drive to 
expand beyond its oil and 
gas business and reduce 
its carbon footprint.

The scale of the buy-
ing spree pales in compar-
ison to the Anglo-Dutch 
company’s $25 billion 
annual spending budget. 
But its first forays into the 
solar and retail power sec-
tors for many years shows 
a growing urgency to de-
velop cleaner energy busi-

nesses. The investments 
are not limited to renewa-
bles such as biofuels, solar 
and wind. Shell, as well as 
rivals such as BP, Exxon 
Mobil  and Chevron, are 
betting on rising demand 
for gas, the least polluting 
fossil fuel, to power the 
expected surge in electric 
vehicles in the coming dec-
ades.

To that end, Shell 
agreed in December to ac-
quire independent British 
power provider First Utili-
ty for around $200 million, 
according to several sourc-
es close to the deal. The 
value of the acquisition 

had not been previously 
disclosed.

Shell declined to com-
ment.

With First Utility, the 
company hopes to find an 
outlet for its gas supplies 
via the retail power mar-
ket, betting on rising de-
mand as drivers charge 
electric vehicles at home.

Earlier this month, 
the company ventured 
back into solar after a 12-
year hiatus when buying 
a 43.86 per cent stake in 
Silicon Ranch Corporation 
for $217 million.

In the last three 
months of 2017, Shell also 

invested in two projects to 
develop charging stations 
for electric vehicles across 
Europe’s highways. It has 
also signed agreements to 
buy solar power in Britain 
and develop renewables 
power grids in Asia and 
Africa.

According to analysts 
at Bernstein, Big Oil has 
invested over $3 billion on 
renewables acquisitions 
over the past five years, 
most of which went to-
wards solar.

“Green” merger and 
acquisition (M&A) activ-
ity today averages 13 per 
cent of total energy M&A 

activity, they said.
“However greater 

scale is needed for the ma-
jors to effectively operate 
and leverage their trading 
skills in this market, neces-
sitating more M&A,” they 
said in a note.

Other companies have 
also made investments.

BP got back into solar 
power with a $200 million 
investment in solar gener-
ator Lightsource late last 
year, six years after exiting 
the sector with a large wr-
itedown.

Total bought battery 
maker Saft for $1 billion in 
2016. —Reuters 

Shell buying spree cranks up race for clean energy

Advertise with us.   09-974424848
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INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER (2/2018)
[TENDER NO.    MPPE / HSD / T / 2 (2017 – 2018)]

1.    Open Tender is  invited for the Myanma Petroleum 
Products Enterprise, Ministry of Electricity and Energy for 
the supply of High Speed Diesel (376,000 ± 10% Barrels)
2. Tender Closing Date & Time  - 8 - 2 - 2018, 12:00 Hrs
3. Tender Opening Date & Time - 8 - 2 - 2018, 13:00 Hrs
4. Delivery Time - March 2018 to June 2018
5.    Tender documents and details information are available 
at the Department of Finance, Myanma Petroleum Products 
Enterprise, Nay Pyi Taw, during our office hours commencing  
26 - 1 - 2018 on payment of Myanmar Kyat One Hundred 
Thousand (Kyats 100,000.) per set.
6. Only bid  from tenderer who has purchased tender 
document officially from Myanma Petroleum Products 
Enterprise will be accepted for evaluation.
 

 Managing Director
 Myanma Petroleum Products Enterprise
 Ministry of Electricity and Energy 
 No(6) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw

Contact Phone No.
067-3411487/3411486/3411280/3411129

Myanma Port Authority
“Notice of High Tide”

Exceptionally high spring from 20.0 feet to 20.7 
feet high above the chart datum are expected to occur 
in Yangon River during the period of January 31st to 
February 3rd , 2018.

Please be noted that it is not serious level of tide 
because the highest tide level have reached up to 22 feet 
above the chart datum in year 2014 and 2015, and this 
notice is normally issued whenever high tide of Yangon 
River is expected to reach over 20 feet high above the 
chart datum to inform the high tide to the public living 
near river foreshore area of Yangon City.

The Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Ministry of Labour, Immigration and Population

Social Security Board

Invitation for EOI Proposal to upgrade Health 
facilities of Social Security Board by Public Private 

Partnership (PPP) System
1. According to Social Security Law(2012),Social 
Security Board implement social security project and when 
insured workers’ face sickness, maternity, employment 
injury,Social Security Board give them to medical 
treatment and provide related cash benefit for insurance 
systems. For more and more increased insured workers, 
the SSB is planning to upgrade our health facilities of SSB 
clinics, workers’ hospital and contracted clinics established 
nation-wide by Public Private Partnership (PPP) System. 
2. Social Security Board now invites EOI proposal from 
interested local, international or joint-venture companies 
for upgrade health care system of Social Security Board 
(SSB) by Provider-Purchaser Split System and Private 
Public Partnership (PPP) System. 
3. The companies who interested in EOI shall request to 
the Director ( Medical Department), Social Security Board 
(head office),No.(77), Corner of Thiri Yadanar Road and 
Naykyar (8th) Street, Ottarathiri Township, Nay Pyi Taw, 
Myanmar. The interested companies can get these EOI 
during office hours commencing from 25-1-2018 at the 
Medical Department, Social Security Board.
4. Please note that you should submit EOI proposal to 
mention address not later than 14:00 pm on  23-2-2018. 
The EOI proposal shall  be sealed and if the proposal is 
torn(or) opened (or) submitted by e-mail, the EOI proposal 
shall  not be considered.
5. For further detail information, please visit Ministry of 
Labour, Immigration and Population;Website www.mol.
gov.mm and inquiry ph.no +(95)(67-3417916 ) during 
office hours.

Tender Invitation and Appraisal Committee
Ministry of Labour, Immigration and Population

LEGAZPI CITY — The 
Philippines is bracing for 
a possible three-month-
long emergency in areas 
around an erupting volca-
no, which has already dis-
placed more than 81,000 
and led to overcrowded 
temporary shelters, the 
disaster agency said on 
Friday.

Mount Mayon in cen-
tral Albay province re-
mained at alert level 4, a 
notch below the highest 
level, as it continued to 
spew lava, ash and oth-

er superheated material, 
volcanologists said.

“We’re gearing up for 
three months” of emer-
gency, said Romina Mar-
asigan, spokeswoman of 
the country’s disaster 
agency, citing similar sit-
uations during previous 
eruptions of the 2,462-me-
tre (8,077-foot) volcano.

Displaced families 
may need to stay in evacu-
ation centres for that long, 
she said.

Food and other sup-
plies remain adequate but 

concerns are growing over 
health and hygiene condi-
tions at all the 69 tempo-
rary shelters away from 
the danger zone.

Respiratory illness-
es are possible because 
of the series of ash falls, 
she said.

“We remain on red 
alert,” Marasigan told 
a media briefing, add-
ing that 69,672 evacuees 
were housed in schools  
while nearly 12,000 took 
shelter in tents or went to 
relatives in more secure 

locations.
Health workers are 

giving free check-ups and 
medicine to elderly wom-
en and children in evac-
uation centres grappling 
with a sanitation shortage.

“The province is do-
ing everything to close the 
gaps for these toilet facil-
ities,” said Nestor Santia-
go, assistant secretary at 
the health ministry.

The number of can-
celled flights has risen to 
97, the disaster agency 
said.—Reuters 

Philippines prepares for three-
month-long volcano emergency

nurses, next to an emer-
gency room in the first 
floor. The police launched 
an official investigation 
into the cause of the fire.

Most of the deaths 
came from patients in 
the first-floor emergen-
cy room and the sec-
ond-floor rooms who were 
of old age or difficult to 
move. They died of smoke 
inhalation, not burn, after 
being moved to nearby 
hospitals.

The major blaze was 
put out about two hours 
later, preventing the fire 
from spreading further.

The hospital, which 
was reported to have ac-
commodated about 100 
patients, treated patients 

with cerebrovascular dis-
ease and stroke.

All of the 94 patients 
at a nursing home, an-
nexed to the hospital, 
evacuated safely right 
after the fire broke out.

The hospital fire 
raised concern about 
public safety standards 
of South Korea, in which 
a fire in December killed 
29 people. Most of the 
victims to the December 
fire came from a pub-
lic sauna in the second 
floor of the sports center  
building.

The government 
under President Moon 
Jae-in sought to allocate 
budget to an increased 
number of firefighters 

and police officers to bet-
ter secure public safety.

The main opposi-
tion Liberty Korea Par-
ty strongly opposed the 
expanded budget for the 
firefighters and the po-
lice, citing worry about 
the waste of budget for 
more bureaucrats.

President Moon 
convened an emergency 
meeting with his senior 
secretaries, ordering 
officials to make best 
efforts at minimizing 
the number of casualty. 
Moon express deep re-
grets over the deaths, in-
structing officials to draw 
up measures to prevent 
fire from breaking out. 
—Xinhua 

Fire in South Korea kills at least 37 people, 
raises concern about public safety

Firefighters work in a damaged room of a hospital after a fire in Miryang, South Korea on 
26 January 2018. Photo: Xinhua

SEOUL — A fire at a hos-
pital in southeast South 
Korea killed at least 37 
people and injured dozens 
of others, raising concern 
about public safety, local 
media reports said Friday 
citing police and firefight-
ing authorities.

The death toll from 
the fire, which gutted 
Sejong Hospital in the 
Miryang city, some 390 
km southeast of the cap-
ital Seoul, surged to 39 
as of 1:10 pm local time 
(0410 GMT), chief of the 
Miryang firefighting au-
thorities told a press brief-
ing. It was later revised 
down to 37 as some deaths 
were counted twice.

Eighteen people were 
in a serious condition, 
while 113 others suffered 
minor injury. The firefight-
ing authorities said the 
number of deaths could 
rise as 10 people sustained 
life-threatening injuries.

According to local 
media reports, police esti-
mated the death toll at 41.

No sprinkler was in-
stalled inside the hospital, 
the firefighting authori-
ties said while explaining 
about the high figure of 
deaths.

Witnesses told the po-
lice that the fire erupted at 
about 7:32 am local time 
from the dressing room of 
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Oprah Winfrey poses backstage with her Cecil B. DeMille Award at the 
75th Golden Globe Awards in Beverly Hills, California, US, on 7 January 
2018. Photo: REUtERS

Oprah says she’s not running for president but fans are undeterred
Media mogul Oprah Winfrey 
apparently ended her brief flir-
tation with a run for the US 
presidency in 2020, telling In-
Style magazine in an interview 
published on Thursday that 
she was not interested.

But the leader of a political 
action committee supporting 
Winfrey said it would still to 
try to persuade her to run and 
continue seeking to recruit 1 
million supporters.

Winfrey, 63, stole the show 
at the Golden Globes awards 
ceremony earlier this month 
with a speech against sexu-
al harassment and assault. It 
sparked an online campaign to 
lure her into running against 
Republican US President Don-
ald Trump in the next election 
cycle.

“It’s not something that 
interests me,” Winfrey told 
InStyle. “... I met with some-
one the other day who said 

that they would help me with a 
campaign. That’s not for me.”

Winfrey, long associated 
with Democratic Party causes 
and fundraising, could not be 
reached for immediate com-
ment.

Winfrey ’s friends had 
backed the idea with her long-
time partner in business and 
life, Stedman Graham, telling 
the Los Angeles Times “she 
would absolutely do it” if there 
was sufficient public support. 
Confidante Gayle King said 
on “CBS This Morning” that 
Winfrey was “intrigued” by 
the idea.

After the Golden Globes, 
Democratic political consult-
ant Cormac Flynn said he 
began receiving calls from 
associates who immediately 
persuaded him to support a 
Winfrey run, and he formed the 
National Committee to Draft 
Oprah Winfrey for President 

of the United States 2020.
The committee would con-

tinue despite the InStyle inter-
view, Flynn said, noting that 
other politicians have decided 
to run after initially declining.

“The purpose of our com-
mittee is to convince Oprah to 
reconsider,” said Flynn, whose 
independent expenditure com-
mittee, or Super PAC, consists 
of two unpaid staff and two con-

sulting firms that are donating 
their time.

“She’s an exceptional lead-
er and would be a tremendous 
president,” Flynn said.

Known by millions on first-
name basis, Winfrey first rose 
to fame as the host of a televi-
sion talk show, using it to build 
a media empire that spans 
magazine publishing, movie 
and television production, ca-
ble TV and satellite radio. Born 
into poverty, she is now one of 
the world’s wealthiest women 
and been nominated for two 
Academy Awards.

Trump relished the idea 
of a celebrity-versus-celebri-
ty campaign, telling reporters 
earlier this month he did not 
think Winfrey would run but 
believed he would win that 
matchup.

“I’ll beat Oprah,” Trump 
said. “Oprah would be a lot of 
fun.” —Reuters 

CBS EVP for music and special events, Jack Sussman, Executive Producer Ken Ehrlich, host James Corden, 
Recording Academy President and CEO Neil Portnow roll out the Red-Carpet for The 60th Annual Grammy 
Awards at Madison Square Garden in Manhattan in New York City, US, on 25 January 2018.  Photo: 
REUtERS

2018 Grammys: Will hip-hop finally even the score?
NEW YORK — several near 
misses and heaps of outrage, 
this could finally be hip-hop 
and R&B’s year at the Grammy 
Awards on Sunday where rappers 
Jay-Z and Kendrick Lamar domi-
nate nominations for the top priz-
es on the biggest night in music.

Rap is now officially the big-
gest music genre in the United 
States after surpassing rock in 
2017, but the odds are histori-
cally stacked against a hip-hop 
artist winning album of the year 
at the Grammys. “Hip-hop and 
black music in general has really 
had its finger on the pulse of the 
American temperament for the 
last few years,” Ross Scarano, 
vice president of content at Bill-
board magazine, told Reuters.

“There is a sense that may-
be this year some of the wrongs 
will be righted. I think people 
are looking to Kendrick and to 
Jay to do that,” Scarano said. In 
the 60-year history of the most 
prestigious honors in music, only 
two hip-hop albums have ever 
won album of the year; Lauryn 
Hill’s “The Miseducation of Lau-
ryn Hill” in 1999 and Outkast’s 
“Speakerboxxx/The Love Be-
low” in 2004. Lamar, 30, whose 
fusion of jazz, poetry and blues 
with social themes and love songs 
has made him one of the most 
innovative rappers of his gen-
eration, missed out in 2016 with 
his critically acclaimed album 

“To Pimp a Butterfly.” This year, 
he is back with album of the year 
nominee “Damn.” and record of 
the year entry “Humble.” A year 
ago, British pop star Adele’s “25” 
swept aside Beyonce’s influential 
“Lemonade,” a win that stunned 
even Adele. This year, Jay-Z, 44, 
was nominated for album of the 
year for “4:44,” in which he ex-
amines the infidelity that was so 
scathingly detailed by his wife 

Beyonce in “Lemonade.”
Scarano said the fact of Jay-Z 

“getting down on his knees, so to 
speak, and baring his soul really 
resonate in a year where we’ve 
seen a lot of men taken to task 
for really objectionable behavior.” 
Jay-Z goes into Sunday’s cere-
mony in New York with a leading 
eight nominations followed by 
Lamar (7), Bruno Mars (6) and 
Childish Gambino, the alter ego 

of actor Donald Glover, with 5. Ed 
Sheeran was snubbed in the al-
bum, song and record of the year 
categories despite his romantic 
pop album “Divide” being the big-
gest seller of 2017. That omission 
leaves only New Zealand-born 
singer-songwriter Lorde’s album 
“Melodrama” and the Latin glob-
al hit single “Despacito” to mount 
a serious challenge in the top rac-
es.—Reuters 

Actor Casey 
Affleck 
withdraws as 
2018 Oscar 
presenter

LOS ANGELES — Oscar-win-
ning Casey Affleck, who has 
been accused of sexual har-
assment by female crew mem-
bers on an earlier film, has 
withdrawn as a presenter at 
the 2018 Academy Awards, a 
spokeswoman for the organi-
zation said on Thursday.

Affleck, 42, who won the 
best actor Oscar last year for 
his performance in the family 
drama “Manchester by the 
Sea,” was expected to pres-
ent this year’s best actress 
award in keeping with Acade-
my of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences tradition. “We appre-
ciate the decision to keep the 
focus on the show and on the 
great work of this year.” the 
academy spokeswoman said.

A publicist for Affleck, 
Mara Buxbaum, confirmed 
that Affleck would not be at-
tending this year’s ceremony, 
which is scheduled for March 
4 at the Dolby Theatre in Los 
Angeles, but declined further 
comment. Affleck, the younger 
brother of actor and director 
Ben Affleck, topped challenges 
from Denzel Washington and 
Ryan Gosling to win the 2017 
award. —Reuters 



1527  january 2018
The Global New liGhT of MyaNMar social

The Statue of King Ramses II is seen on the way to the Grand Egyptian Museum in Cairo, Egypt on 25 January 
2018.  Photo: REUtERS

Colossus of ancient 
Egyptian King Ramses 
moved to new home, 
carefully

CAIRO — Egypt moved an 
83-tonne, 3,200-year-old statue 
of King Ramses II to the atrium 
of Cairo’s new Grand Egyptian 
Museum on Thursday in a com-
plex operation undertaken by 
army engineers and specialist 
contractors.

The ancient colossus was 
taken on its 400-metre (437.45-
yard) journey inside a cage 
mounted on a truck and sus-
pended like a pendulum from 
a steel beam to help offset any 
jolts from the ground during 
transport.

The road surfaces were 
treated with special materials 
to ensure they could adequately 
bear Ramses’s huge weight. The 
transfer operation cost 13.6 mil-
lion Egyptian pounds ($770,000).

Speaking at a ceremony 
to mark the move, former an-
tiquities minister Zahi Hawass 

underlined the importance of 
the museum project to Egypt’s 
tourism sector, which has been 
damaged in recent years by po-
litical violence.

“It will tell people that Egypt 
is safe and you can come and 
visit us because we need the 
tourism for the preservation of 
the Egyptian antiquities.”

At its new location the stat-
ue will be the first thing visitors 
see as they enter the museum, 
part of which will open later this 
year ahead of its expected offi-
cial launch in 2022. The colossus 
was unearthed at the Mit Rahina 
archaeological site in 1820 by 
the Italian adventurer Giovanni 
Caviglia. Thursday’s move was 
the fourth it has seen over its 
several millennia of existence.

It was first moved from the 
quarry where it was made to Mit 
Rahina before being shifted in 

1955 to Ramses Square in Cairo. 
Increasing pollution and conges-
tion at the square prompted its 
next move in 2006 to safekeeping 
in a storage area where it was 
kept of public view until now.

Egypt’s tourism sector is 
one of the country’s main sourc-

es of foreign currency but it has 
struggled since a 2011 uprising 
that led to years of violent insta-
bility including a spate of Isla-
mist militant attacks.

The sector saw an improve-
ment in 2017, with revenues 
jumping 123.5 percent year-on-

year to $7.6 billion and the num-
ber of tourists visiting rising 54 
percent to 8.3 million.

The number of visitors in 
2017, however, was still well be-
low the 14.7 million who came 
in 2010 before the uprising. —
Reuters     

Maurizio Cattelan’s “America,” a fully functional solid gold toilet is 
seen at The Guggenheim Museum in New York City, US on 30 August 
2017.  Photo: REUtERS

A golden idea? Museum offered 18-karat 
toilet to Trump

NEW YORK — New York’s Gug-
genheim Museum offered to lend 
an 18-karat gold toilet to Pres-
ident Donald Trump after the 
White House asked to borrow 
a painting by Vincent Van Gogh, 
the Washington Post reported on 
Thursday. The museum’s chief 
curator offered to loan the toi-
let, which had been used by tens 
of thousands of visitors, in a 15 
September  email to a Trump 
administration official, the news-
paper reported. A Guggenheim 
spokeswoman declined immedi-
ate comment on the Washington 
Post report and White House offi-
cials did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment. It was 
not clear how the White House 
responded to the Guggenheim 
curator’s offer.

The piece, by Italian artist 
Maurizio Cattelan‘s, is an 18-karat 
gold, fully functioning toilet. It is 
called “America.” It was put on 
display in 2016 in a single-stall 
bathroom at the Guggenheim, 
where it was used in private lux-
ury by more than 100,000 peo-
ple, according to a Guggenheim 
blog post. The museum said the 
object, which was on display for 

a year, “skewers social compla-
cencies” and the extravaganc-
es of the wealthy. Trump, a real 
estate developer turned reality 
television star, campaigned for 
president as a savvy business-
man with the commercial sense 
to succeed in the White House. 
His exact personal wealth is 
unknown. The offer came in 
response to a White House re-
quest to borrow the painting 
“Landscape with Snow” by 19th 
century Dutch painter Vincent 

Van Gogh, for installation at the 
president and first lady’s private 
living quarters, the Washington 
Post reported. The request for the 
painting was declined. Guggen-
heim chief curator Nancy Spector 
had previously written about the 
toilet in a 2017 blog post, in which 
she took swipes at the president. 
She wrote that the “Trump refer-
ence” inherent in the gold toilet 
resonated with people “during 
the sculpture’s time at the Gug-
genheim.”—Reuters     

Theatrical sales outpace 
streaming buys at 
quieter Sundance

PARK CITY — After years of 
frenzied bidding wars driven by 
digital giants like Amazon and 
Netflix, a more subdued market 
greeted buyers at the Sundance 
Film Festival this week, with 
more traditional theatrical dis-
tributors snagging the buzziest 
films. The most active buyers 
at the 10-day Park City, Utah, 
film festival, regarded as the 
premiere hunting ground for 
awards-worthy independent 
fare, were companies commit-
ted to bringing films to theaters.

A year ago, Amazon.com 
Inc and Netflix Inc grabbed 
headlines by paying high pric-
es for numerous much-hyped 
films. This year, both streaming 
platforms showcased films at 
the festival, but so far have not 
made any acquisitions.

Instead, relative newcom-
ers to the market, such as Neon, 
the studio behind Oscar-nom-
inated “I, Tonya,” dropped a 
reported $10 million with the 
Russo Brothers’ AGBO for fe-
male-driven horror film “Assas-

sination Nation.”
Bleecker Street and 30West 

bought Keira Knightley’s “Co-
lette” for a reported $5 million, 
Lionsgate snapped up opening 
night film “Blindspotting,” star-
ring “Hamilton” actor Daveed 
Diggs, and The Orchard and 
MoviePass bought heist drama 
“American Animals.”

So far, there are no reported 
price tags as high as the $12.5 
million Netflix paid for “Mud-
bound” or the $12 million Am-
azon shelled out for “The Big 
Sick” in 2017. Both films scored 
Oscar nominations this week.

“People are being more 
careful because they are look-
ing for a certain kind of movie 
meant for them and they are 
also buying all year round,” 
said David Linde, chief execu-
tive officer of Participant Media, 
which with Magnolia Pictures 
bought theatrical rights to 
the CNN Films documentary 
“RBG,” about Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
—Reuters     



sport 27  January 2018
The Global New liGhT of MyaNMar16

Babos, Mladenovic win Australian 
Open women’s doubles
MELBOURNE  —  Hungari-
an Timea Babos and France’s 
Kristina Mladenovic defeated 
Russian duo Ekaterina Makaro-
va and Elena Vesnina 6-4 6-3 to 
win the women’s doubles title at 
the Australian Open on Friday.

Babos and Mladenovic 
claimed t h e i r 

first grand slam title as a part-
nership, denying the Olympic 
champion Russians a sweep of 
grand slam doubles crowns at 
Rod Laver Arena.

The win was Mladeno-
vic’s second major women’s 
doubles title after she won 
the 2016 French Open crown 

with compatriot Caroline  
Garcia. 

The Russians pushed hard 
to prise break points from Mlad-
enovic as she served out the 
match but the French-Hungar-
ian duo held firm to close out 
the match in one hour and 20 
minutes. —Reuters  

Hungary’s Timea Babos and France’s Kristina Mladenovic celebrate winning the Women’s Doubles Final with 
the trophy after winning their match against Russia’s Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesnina. Tennis - Australian 
Open - Women’s Doubles Final - Rod Laver Arena, Melbourne, Australia on 26 January 2018.  Photo: REUtERS

Germain’s 
Dani Alves in 
action. Photo: 
REUtERS

PSG’s Alves banned for three games

PARiS — Paris St Germain de-
fender Dani Alves was banned 
for three games after reacting 
angrily at a referee’s decision 
during a Ligue 1 game.  

The French League’s 
disciplinary commission also 
added a suspended one-match 
ban to the initial suspension. 

Alves was sent off by ref-
eree Clement Turpin af-
ter almost going head 
against head with 
him during PSG’s 
2-1 defeat at Olym-
pique Lyonnais  
last Sunday.  
—Reuters 

Southampton striker Carrillo 
eager to spark club’s attack

LONDON — Southampton’s new 
striker Guido Carrillo says he 
has the qualities re-

q u i r e d 
to rejuvenate the 

club’s misfiring attack as 
they bid to climb out of the Pre-
mier League’s relegation zone 
in the second half of the season.

Southampton, who are 18th 
in the table on 22 points, a point 
from safety, signed the Argentine 
from French club AS Monaco 
on Thursday for a reported club 
record fee of about 19 million 
pounds ($26.94 million). The 
south coast club have struggled 
up front with 24 goals in as many 
league games and Charlie Austin, 
their top scorer with six goals, is 
out injured while fellow forwards 
Manolo Gabbiadini and Shane 

Long have contributed four 
goals between them. “i‘m an 

attacking player that can lead 
the line and bring others into 

play,” the 
26-year-old 

Carrillo told the 
club’s website 

(southampton-
fc.com). “i like to be active in 
and around the box to put away 
chances.” The powerful forward 
spent 2-1/2 years at Monaco, 
helping them win the French 
title and reach the Champions 
League semi-finals last season. 
He worked with Southampton 
boss Mauricio Pellegrino during 
their time at Argentina’s Estudi-
antes in 2015. “i am someone that 
will give my all, try my hardest 
and do whatever is asked of me 
by the manager,” Carrillo added. 
“i will show what i am about, i 
think we have good players and 
i think we can improve things.”

Southampton are winless 
in their last 11 league games, 
losing five times in that period.—
Reuters 

The Stade de la 
Beaujoire - Louis 

Fonteneau, Nantes, 
France – on 29 

November 2017 
Monaco’s Guido Carrillo 

at Soccer Football - 
Ligue 1 - Nantes vs 
Monaco.  Photo: 

REUtERS

UNDER the supervision of the 
Myanmar Traditional Boxing 
Federation, a Myanmar lethwei 
club named Shwe Maung Tan 
was opened at Alhotaw Pyae 
Kyaung in Maungtaw, Rakhine 
State recently.

The Myanmar traditional 
lethwei club was opened aiming 
for youngsters in the region to 
know the basic methods of the 
Myanmar Lethwei, gain job op-
portunities as a Lethwei fighter, 
and to prevent illegal acts, said 
an official from the Myanmar 
Traditional Boxing Federation.

Lethwei or Burmese 
bare-knuckle boxing is a full 
contact combat sport from 
Myanmar that uses stand-up 
striking along with various 
clinching techniques. Lethwei is 
considered to be one of the most 
aggressive and brutal martial 
arts in the world, because the 
fighters fight bare-knuckle with 
only the use of tape and gauze 
on their hands. The use of fists, 
elbows, knees, feet but more 
surprisingly, the head makes 
it a very unusual martial art.—
KyawZin Lin 

Traditional Lethwei club 
launched in Maungtaw

BEST coach and player of the 
month will be presented for 
every month of the MPT Myan-
mar National League season, 
according to an official from 
the Myanmar National League.

A similar plan was institut-
ed during the 2016 MNL season, 
but was not carried over into 
last year. The effort will be re-
started this year, officials said.

in choosing the best coach 
and player of the month, marks 
will be recorded from each 
match towards making the fi-
nal decision.

The marking system will 
be supervised by the Board of 
Referees, head coaches and 
responsible officials from the 
Myanmar Football Federation.

“The plan is very good for 
the Myanmar National League, 
as all the players will try their 
best to garner their dignity”, 
said Yar Zar Htet, a Myanmar 
football fan. The prizes for the 
best coach and player of the 
month will also be given in the 
Myanmar National League-2 
according to the Myanmar Na-
tional League.—KyawZin Lin 

Best coach, player of the month 
to be featured in MPT MNL 2018


