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Gov’t pledges 
to tackle man-
made impacts 
on eco-system 
of coastal areas

Union Government pledged to 
tackle the man-made errors 
which are causing degradation 
of the eco-system of Myanmar’s 
coastal areas, seeking the coop-
eration from the country’s people 
and local and foreign non-govern-
mental organizations.

Vice-President U Myint Swe 
made the remark at the third 
coordination meeting of the 
State-Level Central Committee 
on Management of Natural Re-
sources in Coastal Areas held in 
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

“When implement the man-
agement of natural resources 
in coastal areas, the active co-
operation of the businessmen, 
international and local non-gov-
ernmental organizations and 
local people are essential for 
success of  the task,” said  the 
Vice President.

While highlighting promi-
nent causes which degrade the 
coastal areas, Vice President 
U Myint Swe also disclosed 
new findings including difficult 
transportation, insufficient infra-
structures and funds, shortage 
of skilled labors for the fishery 
sector.

Myanmar’s coastal areas 
are being damaged by people 
clearing areas of mangrove 
forests for prawn breeding, us-
ing small-scale explosives for 
    See page-6

Fish farms: skills, sustenance 
for people in Maungtaw
To fulfil the urgent need for 
food sufficiency of Maungtaw 
residents following the terrorist 
attacks of 25 August, the Rakh-
ine State government will fund 
freshwater fish farms in 82 vil-
lages in the township, according 
to the local fishery department.

In the immediate aftermath 
of attacks by the Arakan Ro-
hingya Salvation Army (ARSA), 
homes and entire villages were 
destroyed, thousands of resi-
dents fled and resources were 
depleted. For those who stayed 
and those who returned, there 

was an immediate need for basic 
sustenance, as well as jobs.

“The reason is to supply suf-
ficient food to the local people. 
The surplus from the farming 
will be exported,” U Tun Tin of 
the  Maungtaw District Fishery 
Department said yesterday.

Digging a pond costs 
around Ks6.2 million, and one 
each will be installed in the 82 
villages, he added. So far, fish 
ponds have been dug in five vil-
lages and 5,000 fingerlings have 
been released into each pond, 
said  U Tun Tin.  See page-6

Freshwater fish pond in Myothagyi Village in Maungtaw Township in Northern Rakhine State. PHoto: tin MaUng lwin 

A fish pond is being dug in a village in Maungtaw 
Township. PHoto: tHant Zin win

Fresher water species to be farmed in 
Maungtaw. PHoto: tin MaUng lwin
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6th regular session of 2nd Pyidaungsu Hluttaw discuss monetary issues
Aung Ye Thwin, Aye Aye 
Thant
(MyanMar news agency)
 
In the second day meeting of 
2nd Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 6th 
regular session, matters of 
changing Myanmar financial 
year sent by the State President, 
matters of getting loans from 
Myanmar Central Bank, report 
on the implementation of mone-
tary policy FY 2015-2016, report 
on the situations of stability of 
monetary system and report on 
the implementation of Myanmar 
Investment Commission were 
discussed by parliamentarians. 

As regards the matter of 
changing Myanmar financial 
year sent by the State President, 
Lt Colonel Thaung Sein, Tatmad-
aw Hluttaw representative said, 
“Provided that a system of great 
importance for the nation will be 
changed, consultations should 
be made with economists with 
the professional expertise from 
external spheres, responsible of-
ficials on compilation of budget 
from respective ministries, au-
thorities who deal with budget 
affairs from departments, retired 
veterans and other intellectu-
als and scholars. When budget 
period will be designated into a 
new one, a government cannot 
find it difficult in implementing 
its tasks only if it will take office 
for the second tenure. Instead, 
if a new government will take 
office for the next tenure it will 
surely find it difficult as it may 
meet delays and hindrances in 
implementing the tasks more 
than the situations when the 
incumbent government had re-
ceived its duties from the former 
government because of changing 
budget the ex-government com-
piled, reformation of ministries. 
If the financial year which had 
been exercised for 43 years are 
essentially to be changed, Region 
and State Governments and the 
ministries should find solutions 

after taking time to discuss with 
respective organisations and 
interested persons concerning 
advantages and disadvantages 
of the financial year presently 
being used. A financial system 
which had been used for long 
should not be changed urgently.”

Getting loans from CBM to 
refill budget deficit

MPs also discussed the mat-
ter for getting loan from the Cen-
tral Bank of Myanmar for refill 
the budget deficit of the Union 
Government Budget Allocation 
for FY 2017-2018. 

Daw Cho Cho, of Oat Twin 
constituency said, “Whenever 
there is a deficit in the union 
budget, we should not rely on 
getting loans from home and 
abroad. Instead, it is necessary 
for national income to go fully 
into the Union’s finance fund. For 
the long-lasting national develop-
ment we are now implementing 
in every way. In such a time, it 
is necessary to specifically car-
ry out acquisition of full tax and 
revenues, for tax-payers to pay 
tax to the full as assessed and 
for malpractices of tax evasion 
and reduction of the amounts 
in paying tax not to come into 
existence. On the other hand, it 

is necessary to take legal action 
against the staff who still exer-
cise malpractice—bribery and 
corruption so that people’s tax 
can go into the Union Finance 
Fund.” 

She added, “When there is 
a deficit in the union budget, it 
is very important for all the na-
tional income to fully go into the 
Union Finance Fund so as to re-
duce borrowing from home and 
abroad as least as possible and 
to be able to refill the deficit. And, 
so as not to appear any wastage 
of people’s finances it is neces-
sary for respective ministries to 
supervise accurately in dividing 
budgets. It also needs to meet 
designated quality in implement-
ing the tasks and to be free from 
bribery and corruption.”

Concerning the matter, 
Hluttaw representatives dis-
cussed respectively. Following 
that, parliamentarians discussed 
as regards the report of imple-
mentation of monetary policy 
FY 2015-2016 and the report on 
the situation of monetary system 
stability. 

Afterward, Dr Thet Thet 
Khaing of Dagon constituency 
discussed, “Study of trade sit-
uation, FY 2015-2016, debit and 
credit of foreign exchanges and 

situation of foreign exchange 
rate is also a study of given state-
ments for the new government 
which commenced to take office 
on 1st April 2016. Due to raising 
up interest rates by the Ameri-
can Federal Bank in December 
2015, American dollars became 
strengthened, hence the drop 
in value of Myanmar curren-
cy—Kyat to some extent, it was 
learnt. Compared to major trade 
partner countries of Myanmar, 
inflation rates are higher and 
Myanmar currency rates are 
dropping, hence competency of 
export was found to fail to have 
reached the satisfactory stage.”

She added, “For foreign cur-
rency flow to be smooth and for 
exchange rates to avoid plunging 
and skyrocketing of exchange 
rates, Myanmar Central Bank 
is helping private banks by sell-
ing and purchasing the dollar 
through competitive auctions 
of foreign currency. But during 
the period FY 2015-2016, net sale 
amount reached US $ 98 million, 
it was found. According to the sit-
uations on trade in FY 2015-2016, 
situations on credit and debit sit-
uation of foreign exchange and 
situations on foreign exchange 
rates, it is necessary to make 
Myanmar currency strong and 

to increase foreign income of My-
anmar. For this, it is necessary to 
raise export sector and thence 
to produce products which can 
go through foreign markets or 
services.” 

MPs discuss MIC’s report on 
its performances 

Concerning the report of 
the performances of Myanmar 
Investment Commission during 
the period—1st April 2016 to 31st 
March 2017, parliamentarians 
discussed respectively. 

U Khin Cho of Hlinebwe 
constituency said, “In allowing 
investment projects, out of 9 ob-
jectives of Myanmar Investment 
Commission, job opportunity, de-
velopment of human resources, 
development of sectors in pro-
duction, service and trade with 
high efficiencies, development 
in agriculture, livestock breeding 
and industrial sectors and objec-
tives of freedom from dangers of 
natural and social environments 
are practically found to be weak, 
hence need to find ways and 
means to refill the needs. Con-
cerning foreign investment, out 
of 45 countries, China, Singapore 
and Thailand are found to have 
invested 66 percents of all foreign 
investments. In the FY 2016-2017 
51 new enterprises invested US $ 
770.325 million and K 1459 billion. 
It is learnt that added amount 
of investment of the existing 18 
enterprises reached US $ 22.218 
million and K 114 billion. As for in-
vestment, 11 kinds of business till 
30th September 2016 include real 
estate, production, transport, ho-
tel and tourism. Mostly, invest-
ments go into agriculture and 
livestock breeding. So, it needs to 
find ways for more investments 
to come into the country.”

Following that, representa-
tives discussed respectively. 

3rd day meeting of 2nd Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw 6th regular 
session will continue to be held 
on 24 October.      

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw is being convened in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: MNA

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker observes health 
care given by SPHF in Taninthayi Region

PYITHU Hluttaw Speaker U 
Win Myint together with Tanin-
thayi Region Chief Minister Dr 
Le Le Maw and Ministers of 
the Region visited the third 
day ceremony of giving health 
care and medical assistances 
to local people by Shwe Para-
mi Health Foundation (SPHF) 

in the compound of basic ed-
ucation high school in Thay-
et Chaung Township, Dawei 
District, Taninthayi Region 
yesterday.

The delegation greeted 
and gave words encourage-
ment to the local people who 
are receiving health care  in 

the compound.
Next, the delegation also 

paid obeisance to historic Shin 
Koe Shin Shin Daunkpone Pa-
goda in Thayet Chaung Town-
ship and donated cashes to pa-
goda’s trustees for the pagodas 
and signed in the special guest 
book._—Naing Win (IPRD)      

Speaker U Win Myint (Centre) visits Shwe Parami Health Foundation 
where local people are receiving free health care. Photo: MNA
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State Counsellor receives Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs of Qatar
DAw Aung San Suu Kyi, State 
Counsellor and Union Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, received H.E. 
Soltan Bin Saad Al Muraikhi, Min-
ister of State for Foreign Affairs 
of the State of Qatar, at Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in Nay Pyi Taw 
at 11:15 am yesterday.

Also present at the meeting 
together with State Counsellor 
were U Kyaw Tin, Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs. The 
Minister of State for Foreign Af-
fairs of the State of Qatar was 
accompanied by H.E. Dr. Mut-
laq M. Al-Qahtani, Special En-

voy for the Foreign Minister on 
Counterterrorism and Media-
tion for Settling Conflicts of the 
State of Qatar and H.E. Hassan 
Bin Mohamed Rafei AL-Emadi, 
Ambassador of State of Qatar 
also attended from Qatar side. 
—Myanmar News Agency 

President to visit Thailand 
to attend the Royal 

Cremation Ceremony

U Htin Kyaw, President of the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar, and wife Daw Su Su Lwin will pay a visit to the 
Kingdom of Thailand to attend the Royal Cremation Cere-
mony for His Majesty the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej in 
the near future.—Myanmar News Agency 

Our world faces many grave challenges.
widening conflicts and inequality.
Extreme weather and deadly intolerance.
Security threats – including nuclear weapons.
we have the tools and wealth to overcome these challenges. 
All we need is the will.
The world’s problems transcend borders.
we have to transcend our differences to transform our future.
when we achieve human rights and human dignity for all 
people – they will build a peaceful, sustainable and just world.
On United Nations Day, let us, ‘we the Peoples’, make this 
vision a reality.
Thank you.  Shokran.  Xie Xie.  Merci.  Spasibo.  Gracias.  
Obrigado.Yet 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MESSAGE ON UNITED NATIONS DAY

24 October 2017

State Counsellor encourages Mixed Martial Arts 
contestant Aung La N Sang representing Myanmar

Mixed Martial Arts contestant 
Aung La N Sang who represent-
ed Myanmar made a courtesy 
call on the State Counsellor at 
the State Counsellor’s residence 
in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday after-
noon together with his sparring 
partner Mr. Nchukwi Tafon Ndi, 
a US citizen and manager U 
Phone Kyaw Moe Myint (Vice 
Chairman, Myanmar Yachting 
Federation). The Union Minister 
for Health and Sports accompa-
nied Aung La N Sang and party 
in their courtesy call on the State 
Counsellor.

The State Counsellor told 

Aung La N Sang that she was 
happy that a former Myanmar 
national came to pay respects to 
her. She as well as all Myanmar 
nationals would be praying for 
Aung La N Sang’s victory in the 
One Championship match on 3 
November 2017 and believed that 
he would be successful. On his 
part, Aung La N Sang explained 
about how he became a select 
sportsman in stages after putting 
in effort since his youth. The State 
Counsellor commented that in 
whatever area success can be 
achieved if an effort is made. Suc-
cess may not be achieved at one 

go but if difficulties are overcome 
in stages with diligent effort it will 
definitely be achieved, added the 
State Counsellor. 

Aung La N Sang and his 
sparring partner arrived in My-
anmar yesterday morning to 
make a courtesy call on the State 
Counsellor and will return to the 
United States in the evening. Offi-
cials from the Ministry of Health 
and Sports gave Aung La N Sang 
and party a guided tour to Nay Pyi 
Taw sports museum and sports 
complex including wunna Theik-
di Sports Stadium.—Myanmar 
News Agency  

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi holds talks with Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Qatar Soltan 
Bin Saad Al Muraikhi in Nay Pyi Taw on 23 October 2017. Photo: MyanMar news agency

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi accepts the memento given by 
Mixed Martial Arts contestant Aung La N Sang at the State Counsellor's 
residence in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: MyanMar news agency
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Write for us
We appreciate your feedback and 
contributions. If you have any comments 
or would like to submit editorials, 
analyses or reports please email  
ce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com 
with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only 
able to publish “Letter to the Editor” 
that do not exceed 500 words. Should 
you submit a text longer than 500 words 
please be aware that your letter will be 
edited.

Of 18 elephant camps in which 
retired elephants from Myan-
mar Timber Enterprise serve 
the tourists and local visitors, 
Ngalike Elephant Camp in Nay 
Pyi Taw hosted the second 
highest number of visitors this 
year, according to yesterday’s 
report of Myawady Daily. 

On 8th May 2017, Ngalike 

Elephant Camp was opened 
near Nay Pyi Taw Ngalike dam 
situated around 217/2 mile post 
on Yangon-Mandalay highway 
road. Ngalike Elephant Camp 
on 22 acres of land is provid-
ing services with ten elephants 
and it is recreation area for 
those who like to observe hab-
its of elephants and enjoy ele-

phant ride. 
More land areas have been 

requested to the forest Depart-
ment to extend the camp area. 
More elephants will be added 
depending on land areas. 

 Additionally, there is also 
a plan to offer more services 
such as bird watching, natural 
guesthouse, forest bicycling, 

fisherman village. 
Winkabaw Elephant Camp 

attracts the most visitors this 
year. About 20 tourists daily visit 
Ngalike Elephant Camp. The 
entrance fees to this camp is 
Ks1,000 for local and Ks5,000 
for elephant ride and Ks20,000 
for foreigners including charges 
for elephant ride.—GNLM       

May Thet Hnin

WiTh official announcement re-
leased on 21 October, Office of 
the Labour Attaché of Myanmar 
Embassy situated in Bangkok 
denied a rumour spreading on 
social network facebook that 
Certificate of identitiy (Ci) 
centers in Thailand will be 
closed and payment for Ci are 
no longer accepted. 

Those who were allowed 
to register at labour offices be-

tween 24 July and 7 August by 
Thai government could depos-
it money at 7-Eleven stores to 
seek Ci. however, the set num-
ber of those Myanmar labours 
for Ci processing at Samut Sak-
hon (Mahachai) 1 and 2, Sam-
ut Prakan, Ranong and Chin 
Maing centers has reached their 
limit. And so, payment will be 
suspended at those five centers. 

however, other remaining 
four centers in Mae Sai, Mae Sot, 
Songkhla and Nakhon Sawan 

districts are available to pro-
cess Ci. Those who want to seek 
Ci there can make payment in 
nearest payment counters. 

Negotiations over resump-
tion of payment at above five 
centers starting from 1st No-
vember have been conducted.

Myanmar migrant workers 
in Thailand who are holding 
valid temporary passport and 
Temporary Residence Permit 
(TR 38) and those who were 
listed in Thai Labour Minis-

try can pay at any 7-11-Eleven 
stores of Counter Service Co., 
Ltd. With the receipt received 
upon payment, they can pro-
ceed to Ci centers.  This official 
announcement released from 
Office of the Labour Attache of 
Myanmar Embassy in Thailand 
closed the rumour of closure 
of Ci centers.  This announce-
ment also included the contact 
number of labour attaché from 
respective Ci centers for further 
information of Ci.      

VACANT, fallow, virgin land 
is need to be reclaimed for  
attracting investors when 
they visit Kayin investment 
fair which will be held in 
November, said Kayin 
State Chief Minister Nan 
Khin htway Myint at a co-
ordination meeting held on 
20 October with State and 
Township Committees for 
Re-scrutinizing Confiscated 
Kayin State farmland and 
Other Lands, State Land 
Management Group, State 
Vacant, fallow and Virgin 
Land Management Group. 

As investors in Kayin 
State can enjoy 7 years of 
tax exemption, more for-
eign investments are likely 
to flow into the state. At this 
time, we have to explain the 
land sector and so, Kayin 
State government and the 
related committee need to 
centralize land records and 
manage vacant, fallow and 
virgin land. 

At this meeting, the 
secretary U Min Min of the 
committees reported that 

Kayin State Chief Minister calls for 
reclaiming land to attract investors

there were 42 land use problems 
during the previous government 
period left to be resolved. Those 
problems might be resolved 
within one or two months with 
the help of related township 
and district Land Records au-
thorities.  in addition, he also 
explained about vacant, fallow 
and virgin land management 

activities. They have also dealt 
with land disputes and confis-
cation complaints to the com-
mittees to a certain extent and 
the members of the committees 
suggested ideas.  Kayin State 
Chief Minister concluded the 
speech encouraging the com-
mittee members to prepare for 
possible land requirements as 

investments and projects are 
likely to flow into the State. There 
were 5,337.64 acres of land which 
Kayin State ministries and some 
organizations surrendered them 
to be returned to the original 
owners. A total of 790.56 acres 
of land have been transferred 
to 137 famers. —Saw Myo Min 
Thein (iPRD)        

Office of the Labour Attaché of Myanmar Embassy 
refutes rumour of Ci on social network

Nay Pyi Taw ‘Ngalike Elephant Camp’ sees second 
highest number of local and foreign visitors

Kayin State Chief Minister Nan Khin Htway Myint delivers the speech at the coordination meeting confiscated 
land management groups in Kayin State. photo: supplied
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Currently suspended 24 
factories under the Ministry of 
Industry have been planned to 
restart their operations in Jan, 
2018, according to yesterday’s 
report of Myawady Daily. 

those factories were sus-
pended by parliament and being 
planned to restart its operation. 

twelve of 24 factories will be 
handled by the Ministry of Indus-
try alone and the remaining fac-

tories will be run in cooperation 
with private sector.  Most of the 
state-run factories are making 
loss and burden on government. 
economic experts suggest the 
government to hand over those 
losing businesses to private sec-
tor.  under the Ministry of Indus-
try, there were more than 100 
factories and about 60 of which 
are joined with private sector.—
GnlM       

MOI plans to return 24 suspended 
factories into operate in Jan 2018

SOMe onion plantations are 
damaged by torrential rain 
these days and the price has 
risen steadily in the domestic 
market. 

A viss (3.6 pounds) of on-
ion fetched up to Ks2,625 on 
21 October in yangon mar-
ket while the prices of on-
ion ranged from Ks1,825 to 
Ks2,325 per viss on 17 October. 

the price of China’s on-
ions is gradually on the rise 
aligned with increasing local 
price. therefore, China’s on-
ion is currently banned for 

import.
the consumers prefer 

local onions because of good 
quality in spite of the fact that 
China’s onion is cheaper than 
the domestic one. 

It is normal that the onion 
price climbs up in the market 
when the flood surged to onion 
plantations. Onion price hit a 
record high of Ks3,300 a viss in 
October and november 2015.

nevertheless, this year’s 
onion price in October and no-
vember is higher than that of 
last year’s price, according 

to Central Statistical Organ-
ization. 

Despite the high price in 
local market, onions are dai-
ly exported to thailand and 
China through border gates, 
according to yesterday’s re-
port of Myanma Alin. 

Onion plantations in 
Kyaukse and Myitha towns 
were battered by flood. there 
has a little damage in Pyawb-
we township. 

last fiscal year saw more 
than 1 milli0n tons of onions. 
—Htet Myat      

Onion price shoot up due to 
flood in onion plantation

MyAnMAr Investment Com-
mission (MIC) has granted 
approval to 53 local enterpris-
es in 12 regions and states as 
of September in current Fy 
and yangon region attains the 
most domestic investments, 
according to Myanmar Invest-
ment Commission. 

twenty four enterprises 
of 53 will invest in yangon re-
gion while Mandalay region 
attracted 8 local enterprises. 
Six domestic projects flow 
into Magway region while 4 
enterprises with domestic in-
vestment enter Bago region. 
taninthayi and Ayeyawady re-

gions attracted two enterpris-
es each. MIC has permitted 
two enterprises in Mon State, 
one each in Kachin, rakhine 
and Shan states and two in 
nay Pyi taw. 

those domestic invest-
ments are engaged in electric 
power, real estate develop-
ment, transportation and tele-
communication, livestock and 
fisheries, hotel and tourism, 
industrial estate development, 
agriculture and other service 
sectors. 

Since Fy 1988-1989, do-
mestic investments have 
reached Ks14.6 trillion so far 

with real estate development 
sector at the top of the list, 
according to Myanmar Invest-
ment Commission (MIC). 

Meanwhile ,  Kachin, 
Kayah, Chin and rakhine 
states and Magway region 
failed to attract foreign in-
vestments in first half of this 
Fiscal year. 

In an attempt to attract 
investments into far-flung ar-
eas, MIC set three different 
zones in which the entrepre-
neurs will enjoy the benefits of 
tax exemption and relaxation 
from three to seven years. —
Mon Mon      

yangon region attracts the most 
domestic investments this Fy

A woman works in an onion plantation. Photo: Phoe Khwar
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Gov’t pledges to tackle man-made 
impacts on eco-system of coastal areas

From page-1
catching fish, mining, waste dis-
posal, over using fertilizer and 
pesticides in farming, oil spills 
and land use inland.

“To tackle the problems and 
to carry out survey about the 
coastal areas in terms of man-
agement and natural science, 
we need to establish an informa-
tion management system, said 
Vice President U Myint Swe. 

Following his opening ad-

dress, participants of the  meet-
ing also discussed implement-
ing the decisions of  the previous 
two meetings.

The coastal areas of Tanin-
thayi, Ayeyawady and Rakhine 
are abundant with coral reefs, 
mangroves, seagrass beds, 
mudflats, estuaries and sand 
dunes and that they all play an 
important role in the people’s 
socio-economic development 
and environmental diversity, 

according to  environmental 
experts.

Meanwhile, areas of man-
groves, which are an important 
asset in dealing with global 
change, are cleared for prawn 
breeding and  rice plantation 
have  decreased production af-
ter  a certain period, farmer and 
breeders move to new areas 
and cut down more mangroves, 
leaving behind barren areas of 
land.—MNA and GNLM

From page-1
The fishery department 

has also invited investors for 
the northern Maungtaw fish 
farms.

River catfish, a variety of 
carp of the Thai Burbus spe-
cies, are already being farmed 
in freshwater breeding sites in 
the Maungtaw District.

Some of the 15,000 acres 
of prawn ponds in Maungtaw 
District are also converting to 
fish farming as a pilot business.

The deputy director also 
called for authorities to control 
sea fishing in the non-fishing 
season as part of an effort to 
prevent declining ocean fish 
resources.

Previous to this project, 
residents and fishermen in the 
coastal area were not widely 
accustomed to consuming fish 
from ponds, and fish farming 
was not popular in the area.

The fisheries department 
has a plan to offer freshwater 
fingerlings, fish breeding meth-
ods and other courses to the 
villagers as soon as possible. 

The authorities hope that 
freshwater fish breeding will 
increase significantly within 
three years and will follow the 
success of fish breeding in the 
Yangon and Ayeyawady re-
gions.

The fisheries department 
has already dug freshwater 
breeding ponds in Kayemyine, 
Shwebaho, Nanyakine, Myothit 
and Oo Daung villages among 
the eighty-two villages in the 
region. 

When the first hatchery 
in Buthidaung was opened in 
2013-2014 and in Maungtaw in 
2015-2016, there were about 100 
acres of fish farms in Maung-
taw District. — Naing Lin Kyi, 
Thant Zin Win

Fish farms: skills, 
sustenance for Maungtaw

Bangladeshi 
shot dead for 
rushing into 
police outpost 
holding kirpan

An anti-narcotic squad 
from Mohnyin stopped and 
searched a vehicle driven by 
Wai Min (a) Aye Thar, 40, to-
gether with Kyaw Aung (a) Arr 
T, 24, on board at the combined 
inspection gate in Lalpyin vil-
lage, Lonekhin village-tract 
in Phakant Township on 22 
October. Police seized 234,000 
yaba pills, 110 heroin soap-box 
weighing 1.32 kilos, 66 kilos of 
opium lead and a hand phone 
from the vehicle.

Linking with the case, the 
police squad searched Kyaw 

Aung (a) Arr T's house at 
No. 1/51, Swut Aung village, 
Lonekhin village-tract in 
Phakant Township on 23 Oc-
tober. Police discovered 96,000 
yaba pills, 88 heroin soap-box 
weighing 1.056 kilos from the 
house and also found 136 her-
oin soap-box weighing 1.632 
kilos from a vehicle parked on 
front yard lawn.

Police have taken action 
against them under the An-
ti-narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances Law.—My-
anmar Police Force

At night on 20 October, there 
took place a quarrel between 
customers and restaurant 
staff at the Royal Restaurant 
on May Yu Taung Road of Min 
Wun ward, Sittway, and it was 
learnt one was killed and one 
was injured in shooting. 

At about 12 midnight on 20 
October, 3 persons with Zaw 
Aye aged 30 and Aye Ko aged 
37, residents of Sintkulan Ward 
included, taking meals, they 
had an altercation with staff 
including manager Win Maung 
Thein aged 27 and Nay Myo 
aged 18, as regards the meal. 

Due to the quarrel, Zaw 
Aye was seriously hurt on 
his head, left hand whereas 
U Maung Thein Oo aged 61 
was hit below his left chest in 
a shooting. 

Zaw Aye was dead while 
being hospitalized at Sittway 
hospital. While examining 
the car driven Zaw Aye and 
party one 9 mm pistol, one 
magazine, 9 bullets, one 
cartridge, 4 knives and one 
metal-ball-shooter pistol was 
seized. Aye Ko, the car owner, 
was arrested under the illegal 
possession of weapon.—MNA

Over Ks 2,347.5 million worth 
Yaba pills seized in Phakant

One killed by knife wound and 
one injured by shooting

ONe unidentified Bangladeshi 
was shot dead as he rushed into 
the police outpost of Kwunth-
eepin Chaungwa in Maungtaw 
township holding a kirpan, ac-
cording to local authorities.
At about 8 am on October 20, 
the attacker rushing into the 
police outpost of Maungtaw 
township region 3 Kwuntheep-
in Chaungwa holding a curved 
knife/kirpan when a police-man 
on duty shouted to surrender his 
weapon. But, he failed to stop, 
and instead rushed shouting 
“Allah Wakbarr” so he was shot 
unavoidably. 

Due to the shooting, he fell 
down at 5 yards far from the 
outpost, being hit below his right 
chest. 

According to the examina-
tion, he was a Bangladeshi aged 
56, whose name was Mohamad 
Sharhat Arthur holding ID—
2690421588992. Together with 

him, ID card and one kirpan 
was seized. The case was filed at 
the Taungpyo Yar police station 
under section 50/A of anti-ter-
rorism law, it was learnt.—MNA

Vice President U Myint Swe addresses the third coordination meeting of the State-Level Central Committee on 
Management of Natural Resources in Coastal Areas held in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: MNA

The map shows one unidentified Bangladeshi 
was shot dead at Kwuntheepin Chaungwa in 
Maungtaw. Photo: INforMAtIoN CoMMIttee
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CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV GSS YANGON VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV GSS yanGon 
Voy. no ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will be 
arriving on 23.10.2017 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of H.P.T where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S CHINA SHIPPING LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV MCC HALONG VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV MCC HalonG 
Voy. no ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will be 
arriving on 23.10.2017 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of M.i.T.T/M.i.P where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the Port of yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT 
(S’PORE) PTE LTD

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV SINAR bATAM VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV Sinar 
baTaM Voy. no ( ) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 24.10.2017 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of a.w.P.T where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S  INTERASIA LINES
Phone No: 2301185

Thura u Shwe Mann, 
Chairman of Pyidaungsu 
hluttaw Legal affairs and 
Special Cases assessment 
Commission received Mr. 
Irving aw, Professor Kim-
berley Brooks, Mr. Michael 
Oomn and Mr. andrew 
Minto from International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) at 
the hluttaw Building hall 
(I-1) in Nay Pyi Taw yes-
terday morning.

During the meeting, 
situation of income tax 
law drafted with the as-
sistance of IMF working 
in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Planning and 
Finance and conditions 
of cooperation with the 
Commission were cordial-
ly discussed. Matters on 
taxes were also discussed 
in the meeting.—Myan-
mar News agency 

Thura u Shwe Mann 
receives IMF personnel

MyaNMar red Cross So-
ciety presented provisions 
to victims of a gale which 
destroyed houses from 
Shar Shae Pyin Village, 
Mrauk-u Township, on 22 
October. 

The State red Cross 
supervisory committee 
chairman, the District po-
lice officer and volunteers 
provided humanitarian as-
sistance, 22 hygiene kits, 
22 mosquito nets, 44 tar-
paulin and drinking waters 
to 22 households from the 

village which were dam-
aged by gale.

There are 235 house-
holds in Shar Shae Pyin 
Village in which seven 
houses were completely 
destroyed and 15 were 
partly damaged, a total of 
22 were damaged. Besides, 
a KG school building, a 
Basic Education Post Pri-
mary School building and 
houses for teachers were 
damaged during the gale. 
—han Lin Naing (Sub 
Printing house) 

PC, DPN holds 7th meeting

the political dialogue 
with the DPN as the NCa 
can  be considered the  
agreement reached after 
negotiations between or-
ganizations with diverse 
opinions.

The peace makers 
will review strong and 
weak points of the Joint 
Monitoring Committee 
next week as a step to-
ward better peace pro-
cess, he added.

Khu Oo ral, the 
leader of the Delegation 

for Political Negotiation 
of the uNFC, said it is 
questionable that there 
were technical weak-
nesses in discussing 
the 8 points proposed by 
uNFC as the two sides 
had to discuss them for 
more than 15 months. 

“DPN prefer to move 
forwards with a new way 
which is believed to be 
better than current one 
as the two sides have 
sought ways which can 
bring both on the road of  

mutual understanding,” 
he said.

he also said that 
DPN proposed a better 
way for discussion to uP-
DJC as there are some 
deadlocks in the discus-
sion between the Peace 
Commission and DPN.

During the meet-
ing today, the two sides 
reached agreement on 
inviting international 
representatives for the 
joint-monitoring commit-
tee. 

By Ye Khaung Nyunt

ThE Peace Commission 
and the Delegation for Po-
litical Negotiation-DPN of 
the united Nationalities 
Federal Council-uNFC 
held their 7th meeting in 
yangon yesterday,  dis-
cussing remaining four 
points proposed by the 
uNFC for signing the 
Nationwide Ceasefire 
agreement.

In his opening re-
marks at the National 
reconciliation and Peace 
Centre, u Thein Zaw, 
Vice-Chairman of the 
Peace Commission, in-
vited those armed groups 
who have not yet signed 
the NCa to participate 
in the negotiation for the 
peace.

“In the future, amend-
ments to the NCa can be 
made in the framework of 
the agreement,” he said.

Lt-Gen  yar Pyae, 
a representative of  the  
Tatmadaw, expressed 
that the Tatmadaw want 
to see an agreement in 

TwO Daingnet ethnic 
villagers from aungth-
abyay Village in Maung-
taw Township were shot 
dead and two others were 
wounded by about 15 gun-
men in civilian clothes 
after crossing the border 
into Bangladesh, said lo-

cal authorities.
Maung Nge hla, 29, 

Maung  Shwe Thein, 28, 
Maung Sein hla Maung, 
32, and Maung Ni Tun, 20, 
crossed the border into 
Bangladesh around 7 pm 
on 22 October to capture 
a boar and got shot by 15 

people at about 100 yards 
from the border fence, 
said the authorities. In 
the incident, Maung Sein 
hla Maung and Maung Ni 
Tun were killed while two  
others were injured.  The 
injured returned home 
around 10 pm and they 

were rushed to Maung-
taw hospital. The security 
forces found the bodies of 
the two hunters at 10.40 
am yesterday at the place 
where the incident hap-
pened and brought back 
the bodies to aungthabyay 
Village.—MNa 

Two Daingnet ethnic men killed, two wounded in 
shooting incident on Myanmar-Bangladesh border

Provisions to victims of 
gale in Mrauk-u

Thura U Shwe Mann holds talks with International Monetary 
Fund personnel in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: MNA

The 7th meeting of the Peace Commission and the Delegation for Political Negotiation of 
the United Nationalities Federal Council being held in Yangon. Photo: Phoe htAuNg
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Cogwheels of a development process
Khin Maung Oo

Development is a matter to be 
gauged after assessing from every 
point of view. From the point of view 
of foreign companies that would like 
to invest in myanmar, they would 
probably like to know the whole 
situation of the myanmar economy. 
the government always publicizes its 
annual reports of such economic data 
such as facts, figures and information 
which reflect the extensive coverage 
of economic situations about the 
country. However, in the opinion of 
foreign analysts, data of companies in 
myanmar is still weak. 

For foreign companies desirous 

of investing in myanmar, compilation 
of data regarding the kinds of com-
panies which are investing in various   
economic sectors are of great impor-
tance. 

though we have telephone direc-
tories such as Yellow pages in myan-
mar, other reliable books describing 
detailed facts and information about 
companies operating in the country 
were rarely found until now. Individ-
ual data of companies—the kind of 
business, number of staff, profit or 
loss, tax levied on business and other 
relevant data are important ones in 
assessing the status of individual 
companies. 

Here is an example we would like 

to present. the incumbent govern-
ment elected by our people is organiz-
ing its businessmen with tax-assess-
able income to pay tax in accord with 
the prescribed rules and laws. 

Had companies paid tax levied on 
them to the full, and respective au-
thorities concerned performed their 
duties with zealous efforts to fully 
collect tax and revenue the country 
deserves, statistics on tax will be-
come an important index for foreign 
companies who will come to invest in 
the country.

 It is thus essential to compile 
data and statistics on companies 
in accord with international stand-
ards. Foreign investors will be able 

to decide as to whether these local 
companies are really the ones which 
are worth working hand in hand or 
not, only if statistics and data that 
comply with international standards 
are available.  thereafter, the for-
eign companies will make their own 
assessment before deciding whether 
they wish to form a joint venture with 
a local partner or not.

last but not least, we humbly 
urge that local companies submit 
their relevant statistical data as 
required by the government.  Simul-
taneously, the authorities are respon-
sible to promptly compile data and 
statistics that comply with interna-
tional standards.      

tionately on the poor and the world’s 
most vulnerable. more than ninety per-
cent of all pollution-related mortality is 
seen in low-income and middle-income 
countries.

Children are also “at high risk 
of pollution-related disease and even 
extremely low-dose exposures to pollut-
ants during windows of vulnerability in 
utero and in early infancy can result in 
disease, disability, and death in child-
hood and across their lifespan.”

the commission points the finger 
at the fossil fuel industry: “pollution 
is intimately linked to global climate 
change. Fuel combustion—fossil fuel 
combustion in high-income and mid-
dle-income countries” is a key driver of 
pollution and “coal is the world’s most 
polluting fossil fuel, and coal combustion 
is an important cause of both pollution 

and climate change.”
“We fear that with nine million 

deaths a year, we are pushing the 
envelope on the amount of pollution 
the earth can carry,” said professor 
philip landrigan at the Icahn School of 
medicine at mount Sinai, who co-led the 
commission.

landrigan told the Guardian that 
the scale of deaths from pollution had 
surprised the researchers and that 
two other “real shockers” stood out. 
First was how quickly modern pollution 
deaths were rising, and secondly, “the 
current figure of nine million is almost 
certainly an underestimate, probably by 
several million.”

landrigan added, “We always hear 
‘we can’t afford to clean up pollution’—I 
say we can’t afford not to clean it up.”

Instead of cleaning up pollution and 

pioneering a clean energy future, the 
trump administration is promoting dirty 
fossil fuels, including coal. Gina mcCa-
rthy, former head of the U.S. environ-
mental protection Agency, criticized the 
trump administration after the report 
was released: “now is not the time to go 
backwards in the U.S. environmental 
protection and a strong economy go 
hand in hand. We also need to help other 
countries, not only for the benefit it will 
bring them, but because pollution knows 
no boundaries.”

It does not have to be this way. “this 
lancet Commission should inform pol-
icy makers and serve as a timely call to 
action. pollution is a winnable battle … 
Current and future generations deserve 
a pollution-free world,” the commission 
said in an editorial.

the time to act is now.      

Air Pollution Kills 9 Million, 
Costs $5 Trillion Per Year 

By Andy Rowell / EcoWatch

“For decades, pollution and its harmful 
effects on people’s health, the envi-
ronment, and the planet have been 
neglected both by Governments and the 
international development agenda. Yet, 
pollution is the largest environmental 
cause of disease and death in the world 
today, responsible for an estimated 9 
million premature deaths.”

So begins the executive summary 
of the landmark lancet Commission on 
pollution and Health, just published. It 
continues: “the substantial health and 
economic costs of pollution globally can 
no longer be ignored.”

the introduction to the report is 
stark: “pollution is one of the great exis-
tential challenges of the Anthropocene 
epoch ... pollution is now a substantial 
problem that endangers the health of bil-
lions, degrades the earth’s ecosystems, 
undermines the economic security of 
nations, and is responsible for an enor-
mous global burden of disease, disability, 
and premature death.”

Some of the statistics and findings 
are startling. people are not just dying—
they are getting sick and living with 
years of disability. this has an economic 
toll. the “welfare losses due to pollution 
to be more than US$4.6 trillion per year, 
which is equivalent to 6.2% of global 
economic output.”

If the message was not unambig-
uous enough: Air pollution “threatens 
the continuing survival of human 
societies.”

the impact on health is immense: 
Air pollution was responsible in 2015 for 
19 percent of all cardiovascular deaths 
worldwide, 24 percent of ischaemic 
heart disease deaths, 21 percent of 
stroke deaths, and 23 percent of lung 
cancer deaths.

However, the burden is dispropor-

 Photo: ReuteRs
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The Global New Light of Myanmar is accepting submissions of poetry, opinion, articles, essays and short stories from young people for its weekly Sunday Next Generation Platform. Interested candidates can 
send their works to the Global New Light of Myanmar at No. 150, Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road, Bahan Township, Yangon or by email to dce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com with the following information: 
(1) Sector you wish to be included in (poetry, opinion, etc.), (2) Real name and (if different) your penname, (3) Your level of education, (4) Name of your School/College/University, (5) A written note of declaration 
that the submitted piece is your original work and has not been submitted to any other news or magazine publishing houses, (6) A color photo of the submitter, (7) Copy of your NRC card, (8) Contact information 
(email address, mobile number, etc.).— Editorial Department, The Global New Light of Myanmar news office

Invitation to young writers for Sunday section

Message from His Excellency U Htin Kyaw, 
President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, 

to the United Nations on its 72nd Anniversary 
(Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, 24 October 2017)

On this auspicious occasion 
of the 72nd Anniversary of the 
United Nations Day, I have the 
great pleasure to congratulate 
the United Nations and offer 
our best wishes for the Organ-
ization’s continued success in 
striving towards world’s peace 
and equitable and sustainable 
development for all.

The United Nations was es-
tablished in 1945 with the aims 
of maintaining international 
peace and security, developing 
friendly relations among na-
tions, and creating a free, just 
and democratic society. The 
Organization should always 
be mindful of these noble aims 
and focus on cooperation and 
consultations in resolving the 
world’s conflicts in a peaceful 
way.

The world today is signifi-

cantly different from the time 
when the United Nations was 
founded over seven decades 
ago. However, the fundamental 
principles of the United Nations 
Charter remain valid today 
serving as a useful guidelines 
for all member States in pro-
moting world peace and stabil-
ity. Yet, the United Nations is in 
need of speedy reform to reflect 
the changing circumstances 
and to make the Organization 
more effective.

Ever since becoming a 
member state of the UN, My-
anmar places cooperation with 
the United Nations as a corner 
stone of its foreign policy. The 
Government of Myanmar takes 
this opportunity to reaffirm its 
faith in the purposes and princi-
ples of the Charter of the United 
Nations. Myanmar will continue 

to work together with United 
Nations in its national endeav-
ors, especially for uplifting of 
socio-economic development 
of its people.

The theme of 72nd Anniver-
sary of the United Nations Day 
is “Focusing on people - Striv-
ing for peace and a decent life 
for all on a sustainable planet”. 
The theme gives us a further 
impetus to our efforts for on-
going processes of peace and 
reconciliation, democratiza-
tion, promotion and protection 
of human rights and economic 
development. I hope that in 
accordance with the theme, 
the United Nations will be able 
to enhance its support to the 
peoples of the Member States 
in their nation building and de-
velopment efforts in line with 
the host country’s priorities, ad-

hering to their basic principles 
and code of ethics.

As an expression of its com-
mitment to sustainable conser-
vation of environment, Myan-
mar has recently deposited with 
the UN Secretary-General the 
Instrument of Ratification of the 
Paris Agreement to the United 
Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change and the 
Instrument of Accession to the 
Doha Amendment to the Kyoto 
Protocol. Moreover, Myanmar 
has also ratified the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (IC-
ESCR) on 6 October 2017 re-
flecting its strong commitment 
to promoting and protecting of 
human rights and respecting 
fundamental rights of an indi-
vidual.

Myanmar is working to-

gether with UN agencies, 
International Organizations, 
Non-governmental Organiza-
tions, and individuals for the 
implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals.

As a fledgling democracy, 
Myanmar is still confronting 
with so many challenges. But, 
the government is resolute to 
make every efforts to success-
fully overcome those challenges 
with the active participation of 
our peoples and the continued 
support of its friends around 
the world.

We welcome the celebra-
tion of the 72nd Anniversary of 
the United Nations Day with our 
earnest hope for the Organiza-
tion to help create a peaceful, 
harmonious, just and prosper-
ous world for all.      

UNION Minister for Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettlement 
Dr. Win Myat Aye separately re-
ceived Asian Disaster Prepared-
ness Center (ADPC) Executive 
Director Mr. Hans Guttman and 
party, United Nations Human 
Right Commissioner for Refugee 
(UNHCR) representative Mr. 
Guiseppe de Vincentiis and party 
and Qatar Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs H.E. Soltan Bin 
Saad Al-Muraikhi in Maykhalar 
Hall of the ministry yesterday.

In the meeting with ADPC, 
matters relating to ADPC close-
ly cooperating with Myanmar 
government in implementing 
natural disaster related works, 
courses on increasing quality, 
preparedness against natural 
disaster and setting up a dis-
aster resistant society were 
discussed. The Union Minister 
thanks ADPC for its cooperation 
and discussed cooperative works 
between Union Government and 

related state and region govern-
ments by forming Natural Disas-
ter Committee, works involved 
in recently introduced Myanmar 
Action Plan for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (MAPDRR), work 

done for conflict affected peo-
ple by establishing Enterprise 
for Humanitarian Assistance, 
Resettlement and Development 
(UEHRD) and assistance ADPC 
can provide. 

During the meeting with 
Mr. Guiseppe de Vincentiis of 
UNHCR, work programs to be 
implemented by UEHRD, ways 
in which local civil societies, in-
ternational non-government 
organisations and internation-
al circle can participate in the 
work programs that are being 
conducted by the people, select-
ing priority regions for resettle-
ment and reconstruction works 
that are underway, assistance 
to be provided to people who 
want to return to Myanmar from 
Thai-Myanmar border areas 
were discussed while UNHCR 
added its readiness to assist in 
conducting capacity building 
workshops.

While meeting the party led 
by H.E. Soltan Bin Saad Al-Mu-
raikhi of Qatar Ministry of For-
eign Affairs matters relating to 
the duties and responsibilities of 
Ministry of Social Welfare, Re-
lief and Resettlement during the 

time of a new democracy govern-
ment, status of conducting devel-
opment works in least developed 
regions of Rakhine and Chin 
States, providing humanitarian 
assistance to people in northern 
Rakhine State suffering from 
terrorist attack, implementing 
the suggestion of Rakhine State 
Advisory Commission, work 
projects to be implemented by 
UEHRD and regional develop-
ment were discussed. 

H.E. Soltan Bin Saad Al-Mu-
raikhi then inquired about the 
government’s humanitarian 
assistance works and stated 
Qatar being against any form 
of terrorist acts, considering 
Myanmar as a friendly country, 
Qatar’s wish to assist in imple-
menting peace and develop-
ment matter, providing health, 
education and other assistance 
to disaster affected people 
in Rakhine State it is learnt. 
—Myanmar News Agency      

Dr. Win Myat Aye separately receives ADPC, UNHCR and Qatar Minister of State

Union Minister Dr Win Myat Aye receives Qatar Minister of States for 
Foreign Affairs H.E. Soltan Bin Saad Al-Muraikhi in Maykhalar hall of the 
ministry on 23 October 2017. Photo: MNA
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World 
B r i e f s

Military option must 
remain on the table 
with North Korea - 
UK’s Johnson

LONDON — A military option 
must remain on the table in 
dealing with North Korea’s nu-
clear programme, British Foreign 
Minister Boris Johnson said on 
Monday, adding that nobody 
wants tensions in the Korean 
peninsula to be resolved in such 
a way.

“I don’t think anybody could 
conceivably want a military solu-
tion to this problem,” Johnson 
said at a speech in London. “And 
yet clearly... the possibility of 
some kind of military option... 
that possibility must at least 
theoretically be maintained on 
the table.” —Reuters     

EU Commission says 
it has not changed its 
position on Catalonia

BRUSSELS — The European 
Commission said on Monday it 
had not changed its position on 
Catalonia after Spanish Prime 
Minister Mariano Rajoy an-
nounced he would invoke special 
constitutional powers to fire the 
regional government and force a 
new election.

“The position is well known. 
We’ve always said we respect the 
constitutional and legal arrange-
ment of Spain,” a Commission 
spokesman said. 

He added that the measures 
taken were “precisely to be seen 
within that constitutional con-
text”. —Reuters     

Russian radio station 
says intruder stabs 
presenter in neck

MOSCOW — An intruder forced 
his way into the offices of Rus-
sian radio station Ekho Moskvy 
and stabbed one of the station’s 
anchors in the neck, the broad-
caster said on its Internet site on 
Monday.

The intruder was detained 
by the station’s security staff 
and handed over to police. The 
victim, Tatyana Felgengauer, has 
been hospitalised but her life is 
not in danger, the station said. —
Reuters     

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and British Prime Minister Theresa May take part in an EU summit in Brussels. Photo: 
reuters

May, Juncker aides in Twitter 
spat over dinner leaks
BRUSSELS — The European 
Commission said on Monday 
it was the victim of a smear in-
tended to disrupt Brexit negoti-
ations after a newspaper report 
that its president Jean-Claude 
Juncker disparaged Theresa 
May’s “despondent” demean-
our over a dinner last week.

It was the second time in 
six months that a correspond-
ent for Germany’s Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung, who is re-
spected for his access to Junck-
er’s entourage, has published 
an account of the EU chief 
executive’s reactions after a 
dinner meeting with the British 
prime minister on Britain’s EU 
withdrawal.

Sunday’s story, which 
painted an unflattering pic-
ture of a British leader worn 
down by party in-fighting and 
“pleading” for help from the 
EU, sparked a Twitter spat be-
tween aides past and present 
to May and Juncker.

After a summit last week 
at which EU leaders sought to 

build trust with May to try to 
speed up Brexit talks, Junck-
er’s chief-of-staff denied an ac-
cusation levelled on Twitter by 
his former British counterpart 
in May’s team that he was the 
source of the story — as many 
suggested he was after a dinner 
in London in April.

Martin Selmayr called 
the FAZ story an attempt to 
“frame” him and to sour re-
lations between Juncker and 
May.

Commission spokesman 
Margaritis Schinas told re-
porters: “Some people like to 
point at us to serve their own 
political agendas ... or even to 
undermine our own negotiating 
position. We would appreciate 
if these people would leave us 
alone.

“We have lots of work and 
no time for gossip.”

He declined to say who 
might wish the Commission ill 
but added that Juncker would 
“never have said something 
like this”.

London was irritated that 
after a Downing Street dinner 
in April, the FAZ said Juncker 
told aides that he thought May 
was “in another galaxy” with 
her demands for EU favours 
from the European Union af-
ter Britain leaves in 2019. At 
the time, EU officials did not 
repudiate the main thrust of 
the report.

Nick Timothy, who re-
signed as May’s chief-of-staff 
after she lost her parliamenta-
ry majority in a snap election 
in June, tweeted that Selmayr 
was the source of Sunday’s sto-
ry: “After constructive Council 
meeting, Selmayr does this,” he 
wrote. “Reminder that some 
in Brussels want no deal or a 
punitive one.”

Selmayr snapped back say-
ing that neither he nor Juncker 
made the reported comments. 
“I deny that 1/we leaked this; 2/
Juncker ever said this; 3/we are 
punitive on Brexit,” he wrote.

“It’s an attempt 2 frame 
EU side & 2 undermine talks ... 

This is false. I know it doesn’t 
fit your cliché, @NickJTimothy. 
But @JunckerEU & I have no 
interest in weakening PM.

“But it seems some have 
interest in undermining con-
structive relations @Junck-
erEU & PM May. Who? is the 
real question.”

Sunday’s report was by the 
same journalist whose story on 
April’s dinner was dismissed by 
May at the time as “Brussels 
gossip”. EU officials did not 
deny the accuracy of that ac-
count of the earlier meeting. Of-
ficials on both sides said it did 
little to foster an atmosphere 
of trust needed to reach a deal 
and which prompted reports 
that German Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel was also irritated by 
the leak for the same reason.

On Friday, EU leaders 
moved to speed up talks and 
spoke of opening a new phase 
in December. Some said they 
understood May’s difficulties 
in forging consensus in Lon-
don.—Reuters     
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BERLIN — A right-wing extrem-
ist member of a group that still 
believes in Adolf Hitler’s World 
War Two-era German “Reich” 
was convicted of murdering a 
police officer last year and sen-
tenced to life in prison on Mon-
day, German media reported.

The man, known only as 
Wolfgang P. because of German 
court rules, fired on policemen 
attempting to search his flat for 
illegal weapons in October last 
year, killing one of them.

The Reichsbuerger (Reich 
Citizens) movement, which au-
thorities believe may have up to 
900 far-right members, regards 
the modern German state as 
illegitimate.

Its members say they owe 
allegiance only to the German 
Reich, or state, despite its aboli-
tion in 1945. Germany’s domestic 
intelligence agency placed the 
movement under observation 
after the killing as a possible 
unconstitutional extremist 
group.-—Reuters     

Six die as powerful typhoon 
batters wide area of Japan

Photo taken on 23 October, 2017, from a Kyodo News helicopter shows a collapsed road in the western Japan city of Kishiwada, following 
torrential rain caused by Typhoon Lan. Photo: Kyodo News

Islamic State killed at least 128 people in Syrian town, says monitor

TOKYO — Powerful Typhoon 
Lan battered a wide area of 
Japan with heavy rain and 
strong winds, causing at least 
six deaths, injuring many others 
and disrupting vote counting for 
Sunday’s general election, au-
thorities said on Monday.

The typhoon made land-
fall on the central prefecture of 
Shizuoka around 3 am, causing 
floods and mudslides as it trav-
eled along the Pacific coast of 
Japan’s main island of Honshu. 
It was downgraded to an extra-
tropical cyclone around 3 pm 
while east of Hokkaido in north-
ern Japan. With an atmospheric 
pressure of 950 hectopascals at 
its center and winds of up to 198 

kilometers per hour, the season’s 
21st typhoon brought particularly 
heavy rainfall in the western re-
gion, dumping 800 millimeters in 
the 48 hours to Sunday evening 
in Wakayama Prefecture and 700 
mm in Mie Prefecture, the Ja-
pan Meteorological Agency said.

The Uda River in Mie and 
the Yamato River in Nara Pre-
fecture flooded.

Masao Hirashima, 63, died 
after scaffolding collapsed at a 
construction site in the city of 
Fukuoka, southwestern Japan, 
Sunday evening, with police at-
tributing the accident to strong 
winds. A gust of 87.1 kph was 
recorded in the city.

Hirashima, who saw the 

scaffolding collapsing as he was 
passing by, was unable to get out 
of the way, the police said.

In Osaka Prefecture, Yoshie 
Bannai, 68, was found dead in 
a submerged car in the city of 
Kishiwada, while a man in his 
80s was confirmed dead after 
falling and suffering an injury 
to his head in Osaka city.

Around 100 people were 
injured due to the typhoon, ac-
cording to the Fire and Disaster 
Management Agency.

Japan Airlines Co and All 
Nippon Airways Co said they 
cancelled over 100 flights Mon-
day, affecting over 25,000 passen-
gers. The Tokaido Shinkansen 
bullet train services between 

Tokyo and Osaka and some local 
trains in Tokyo and surrounding 
areas were disrupted during the 
morning rush hour.

Toyota Motor Corp sus-
pended operations at its vehicle 
assembly plants in Iwate, Miya-
gi, Gifu, Shizuoka, Aichi, Mie and 
Fukuoka prefectures for most 
of the day. 

A number of local mu-
nicipalities issued evacuation 
advisories for some residents. 
Some regional election boards 
decided to forgo vote counting 
for Sunday’s House of Repre-
sentatives election until Monday 
due to the disruption to trans-
port links caused by the typhoon. 
—Kyodo News     

Iraq’s 
Kurdistan 
region delays 
elections

BEIRUT — The Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights said 
on Monday that Islamic State 
killed at least 128 people in a 
Syrian town in central Homs 
over a three-week period before 
the Syrian army recaptured it 
on Saturday.

There was no immediate 
comment from Syrian govern-

ment officials or state media on 
the report by the Observatory, 
a Britain-based war monitor.

Syrian troops and allied 
forces regained control of al-Qa-
ryatayn town “after eliminating 
terrorist Daesh (Islamic State) 
groups that had infiltrated it,” 
state media said on Saturday.

Earlier this month, the 

Observatory said IS fighters 
had seized the town from 
government forces, part of a 
counter-attack by the jihadists 
who have come under intense 
pressure in eastern Syria.

At least 83 people were 
killed in the 48 hours before the 
Syrian army retook the town, 
the war monitor said, adding 

that IS had accused the civil-
ians of being “agents of the 
regime”.

The town lies nearly 300 km 
(190 miles) from Deir al-Zor city 
in the east, the current focus of 
the government offensive, with 
Russian jets and Iran-backed 
militias, against Islamic State. 
—Reuters     

German 
“Reich” 
extremist given 
life for killing 
policeman

BAGHDAD — Elections for 
Iraq’s Kurdistan region’s pres-
idency and parliament set for 
1 November will be delayed be-
cause political parties failed to 
present candidates, the head of 
the electoral commission Hen-
drean Mohammed told Reuters 
on Monday.

Parties have been unable to 
focus on the elections because of 
turmoil that followed a referen-
dum on 25 September on Kurd-
ish independence, a Kurdish MP 
said on condition of anonymity. 
Authorities in Baghdad as well 
as neighbors Iran and Turkey op-
posed the referendum that saw 
a clear independence majority.

Last week, Iraqi forces cap-
tured the oil city of Kirkuk and 
other territory claimed by the 
Kurds in retaliation for the ref-
erendum, dealing a severe blow 
to Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment (KRG) President Masoud 
Barzani.—Reuters     
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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY
NATIONAL ELECTRIFICATION PROJECT

Invitation for Bids 
Date:   23rd October, 2017
SPECIFIC PROCUREMENT NOTICE
IDA Credit No. : 5727-MM
Contract Title: Surge Arrester, Fuse, Transformer Accessories, Medium Voltage 

Cable & Low Voltage Cable (Accessories) for National 
Electrification Project

Reference No. : C1-G6
1	 The	Ministry	of	Electricity	and	Energy	has	received	financing	from	the	World	
Bank	toward	the	cost	of	the	National	Electrification	Project,	and	intends	to	apply	part	of	the	
proceeds	toward	payments	under	the	contract	for	Accessories	for	National	Electrification	
Project.
2.	 The	Ministry	 of	Electricity	 and	Energy	now	 invites	 sealed	 bids	 from	eligible	
bidders	for	supply	of	Accessories	for	MV	overhead	lines	&	Distribution	Transformers,	to	be	
delivered	in	2018	to	multiple	destinations	in	all	Regions	and	States	of	Myanmar.	Domestic	
preference	with	the	margin	of	15%	will	apply.	The	goods	will	be	grouped	into	7	lots	and	
bidders	may	submit	bid	for	any	one	or	more	lots.		
3.	 For	quick	reference,	some	of	the	key	qualification	requirements	include:

	The	minimum	average	annual	turnover	of	the	last	three	years	shall	be	as	follows:

	 The	bidder	should	have	past	experience	of	having	satisfactorily	completed	
during	the	last	5	years	at	least	two contracts	for	supply	of	similar	value	for	
similar	goods.

	 More	information	is	included	in	the	bidding	documents.
	4.	 Bidding	will	 be	 conducted	 through	 the	 International	 Competitive	Bidding	
procedures	as	specified	in	the	World	Bank’s	Guidelines:	Procurement	of	Goods,	Works	and	
Non-Consulting	Services	under	IBRD	Loans	and	IDA	Credits	&	Grants	by	World	Bank	
Borrowers[edition	of	January	2011	revised	in	July	2014]	(“Procurement	Guidelines”),	and	
is	open	to	all	eligible	bidders	as	defined	in	the	Procurement	Guidelines.	In	addition,	please	
refer	to	the	paragraphs	1.6	and	1.7	setting	for	the	World	Bank’s	policy	on	conflict	of	interest.
	5.	 Interested	eligible	bidders	may	obtain	further	information	from	Project	Manager,	
Project	Management	Office,	Office	No.(27),	Ministry	 of	Electricity	 and	Energy,	 nep.
pmomoep@	gmail.com	and	inspect	the	bidding	documents	during	office	hours	10:00	to	
16:00	hours		Myanmar	time		at	the	address	given	below.
6.	 A	complete	set	of	bidding	documents	in	English	may	be	obtained	free	of	charge	
by	interested	eligible	bidders	upon	the	submission	of	a	written	application	to	the	address	
below.	The	Bidding	Documents	will	be	issued	through	email	only.

In	case	of	any	difficulty	in	obtaining	the	bidding	documents,	interested	parties	
may	contact	in	writing:
Director	General,	Department	of	Electric	Power	Planning
Office	No(27),	Ministry	of	Electricity	and	Energy
City	 :		 Nay	Pyi	Taw
Country	 :		 The	Republic	of	the	Union	of	Myanmar
Telephone	 :				 +95	67	410203
Facsimile			 :					 +95	67	410077
E-mail							 :		 nep.pmomoep@gmail.com 
Web	site				 :	 http://www.moep.gov.mm

7.	 Bids	must	be	delivered	to	the	address	below	on	or	before	12nd December 2017,	10:00	
hrs	(10:00	am)	Myanmar	time.	Electronic	bidding	will	not	be	permitted.	Late	bids	will	be	rejected.	
Bids	will	be	publicly	opened	in	the	presence	of	the	bidders’	designated	representatives	at	the	
address below on 12nd December 2017,	10:00	hrs	(10:00	am)	Myanmar	time.
8.	 All	bids	must	be	accompanied	by	a	Bid	Security	as	stated	in	ITB	19.1	Bid	Data	
Sheet	of	the	bidding	document.
9.	 The	address	referred	to	above	is:
	 Attention	 	:	 Director	General	Office,	Department	of	Electric	Power	Planning
	 	 	 		 Office	No	(27),	Ministry	of	Electricity	and	Energy,	Nay	Pyi	Taw
	 	 	 		 The	Republic	of	the	Union	of	Myanmar
	 Place	 	 :	 Office	no.	27,	Ground	Floor,	Meeting	Room,	Ministry	of	Electricity	and	Energy	

Lot no. and description Amount in USD 
(million)

Lot	1	–	Accessories	package	for	Yangon		 0.5

Lot	2	–	Accessories	package	for	Mandalay	 1.0

Lot	3	–	Accessories	package	for	Kayin,	Mon	 0.3

Lot	4	–	Accessories	package	for		Kachin,	Kayah,	Chin,		 2.5
	 Sagaing,	Naypyitaw

Lot	5	–	Accessories	package	for	Bago(E)	 1.5

Lot	6	–	Accessories	package	for	Ayeyarwaddy	 1.5

Lot	7	–	Accessories	package	for	Rakhine,	Shan(E),	Shan(N),		 6.0
	 Shan	(S),	Magwe,	Bago(W)

Call: Thin Thin May, 09251022355, 09974424848

The S-400 Triumf is the most advanced long-range antiaircraft missile system that went 
into service in Russia in 2007. Photo: tASS

Russian defence contractor 
delivers second regiment set of 
S-400 missile systems

MOSCOW — Almaz-An-
tey contractor has deliv-
ered the second regiment 
set of S-400 Triumf air de-
fence missile systems to 
Russia’s Defence Minis-
try this year, the compa-
ny’s press office reported 
on Monday.

“The delivery cere-
mony took place at the 
Kapustin Yar practice 
range in the Astrakhan 
Region in south Russia. 

The acceptance/delivery 
trials have passed suc-
cessfully,” the press office 
said.

The S-400 Triumf is 
the most advanced long-
range antiaircraft mis-
sile system that went 
into service in Russia 
in 2007. It is designed to 
destroy aircraft, cruise 
and ballistic missiles, in-
cluding medium-range 
missiles, and can also 

be used against ground 
objectives.

The S-400 can engage 
targets at a distance of 
400 km and at an altitude 
of up to 30 km. Russian 
Aerospace Force Com-
mander-in-Chief Viktor 
Gumyonny said in April 
that the troops started to 
receive missiles for S-400 
systems capable of de-
stroying targets in outer 
space.—Tass 

Catalonia warns of civil disobedience as 
Madrid readies direct rule

MADRID — Catalonia 
said on Monday it was 
confident all officials in-
cluding police would defy 
attempts by Madrid to en-
force direct rule on the 
region, in an escalating 
dispute that has raised 
fears of unrest among 
Spain’s European allies.

The Spanish govern-
ment has invoked special 
constitutional powers to 
fire the regional govern-
ment and force a new 
election to counter an 
independence drive that 
has rattled the economy. 
A vote in the Senate to im-
plement direct rule is due 
on Friday.

But the leaders of the 
secessionist campaign 
said a disputed referen-
dum on 1 October gave 
them the mandate to claim 
independence from the 
rest of Spain.

“It’s not that we will 
refuse (orders). It is not a 
personal decision. It is a 
seven million-person de-
cision,” Catalonia’s foreign 
affairs chief Raul Romeva 
told BBC radio.

Romeva was asked 
whether he believed all 
institutions, including the 
police, would follow orders 
from Catalan institutions 
rather than from the Span-
ish government.

“And from that per-
spective, I have no doubt 
that all civil servants in 
Catalonia will keep fol-
lowing the instructions 
provided by the elected 
and legitimate institutions 
that we have right now in 
place (in Catalonia),” he 
said. Catalan authorities 
said about 90 per cent of 
those who took part in the 
referendum on 1 October 
voted for independence. 

But only 43 per cent of the 
electorate and 1 in 3 Cat-
alans participated, with 
most opponents of seces-
sion staying at home. The 
Catalan crisis has raised 
fears among European 
countries that it could spill 
over to the rest of the con-
tinent. From Scotland to 
Flanders and Lombardy, 
the 2007-09 financial crisis, 
unemployment and migra-
tion have allowed anti-EU 
and populist parties to feed 
off discontent with political 
elites and reopen region-
al divisions. Two wealthy 
regions of northern Italy 
voted overwhelmingly on 
Sunday for greater au-
tonomy. At a European 
summit last week, leaders 
sought to minimise Spain’s 
crisis with Catalonia and 
described the secession 
bid as a domestic issue. 
—Reuters 
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Pesticide Trade Name Changing

MYANMAR SHWE THEIN TRADING 
CO.,LTD, We would like to change trade name, 
our authorize pesticides that already registered 
in Pesticide Registration Board, Myanmar. If 
any equal trade name or enquiry please con-
duct Pesticide Registration Board. Myanmar 
Agriculture Service, within these 7days after 
announcing. 
(1) Thein Mectin (Gemectin 1.8 EC) 
(2)  Thein Pi No (Gepropicon 25 EC)
(3) Thein Hexa (Gehexacon 5 SC)
(4) Thein Cartap (Getap 50 SP)

MYANMAR SHWE THEIN TRADING CO.,LTD,  
PH - 09764949469

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV kOrALIA VOY. NO (777)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV koralia 
VoY. No (777) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 23.10.2017 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of Mitt-4 where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPArTMENT
MYANMA POrT AUTHOrITY

AGENT FOr: M/S  MErIDIAN SHIPPING 
AGENCIES PTE LTD.

Phone No: 2301928

China can realize “two centenary goals”: Russia’s Communist leader

MOSCOW — “My com-
rades and I have no 
doubts that China is able to 
achieve its ‘two centenary 
goals,’” Russian Commu-
nist Party leader Gennady 
Zyuganov told Xinhua in a 
recent interview.

The “two centenary 
goals” refer to building a 
moderately prosperous so-
ciety in all respects by the 
centenary of the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC), 
which was established in 
1921, and building a mod-
ern socialist country that is 
prosperous, strong, demo-
cratic, culturally advanced 
and harmonious by the 
centenary of the People’s 
Republic of China, which 
was founded in 1949.

“This is not a utopia. 
The ‘two centenary goals’ 
are based on a scientific 
analysis of existing trends 
and their extrapolation,” 
said Zyuganov.

The CPC has lifted 
more than 700 million peo-

ple out of poverty since it 
adopted the reform and 
opening-up policy in the 
late 1970s, and now the 
poverty-stricken popula-
tion is constantly declin-
ing, he noted.

China has the world’s 
largest foreign exchange 
reserves and it is also 

developing its scientific 
sector at a tremendous 
pace, he said, adding that 
China is widely recognized 
as a leader of economic, 
social and high-tech devel-
opment.

“The successes can-
not leave anyone indif-
ferent, especially if one 

considers the country’s 
starting positions,” he 
said.

One hundred years 
ago, China was torn to 
pieces by military cliques 
backed by foreign powers 
that treated China as “a 
predator treats its prey,” 
he said.

“Only thanks to the 
CPC, it was possible to 
unite the country and drive 
out foreign aggressors,” 
he said.

He said an undoubted 
advantage of the CPC is 
that it attaches great sig-
nificance to the develop-
ment of theory.

“I believe the most fa-
mous example of innova-
tion in theory and practice 
is the concept of socialism 
with Chinese characteris-
tics,” he said.

All of China’s achieve-
ments were made possi-
ble by the wise policy of 
the country’s leadership, 
who stick to socialism and 
set ambitious but well-
thought-out goals for dec-
ades to come, Zyuganov 
said.

“There is no doubt 
that by 2049 a material 
and technical base will be 
created in China to build a 
modernized socialist soci-
ety,” he said.—Xinhua 

The Communist Party of China (CPC) opens the 19th National Congress at the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing, capital of China on 18 October, 2017.  Photo: Xinhua

OSLO — Twelve major 
cities including London, 
Paris, Los Angeles and 
Cape Town promised on 
Monday to buy only ze-
ro-emissions buses from 
2025 and to make major 
areas free of fossil fuel 
emissions by 2030 to pro-
tect the environment. The 
12, with a combined popu-
lation of almost 80 million, 
said they would promote 
walking, cycling and the 
use of public transport un-
der a joint “fossil-fuel-free 
streets declaration”. Many 
cities are setting tougher 
environmental goals than 
governments to limit air 
pollution and to achieve 
the goals of the 2015 Par-
is climate agreement to 
curb greenhouse gas 
emissions. “Air pollution 
caused by petrol and 
diesel vehicles is killing 
millions of people in cities 
around the world,” Par-
is Mayor Anne Hidalgo 
said in a statement. “The 
same emissions are also 
causing climate change.” 
The mayors, part of the 
C40 group of cities which 
is seeking to slow global 
warming, said they would 
“procure only zero-emis-
sions buses from 2025 and 
ensure that major are-
as of their city are zero 
emissions by 2030.” Oth-
er cities signing up were 
Copenhagen, Barcelona, 
Quito, Vancouver, Mexico 
City, Milan, Seattle and 
Auckland. 

Zero emissions areas 
could mean more parks, 
pedestrian areas or roads 
where only electric or hy-
drogen-powered vehicles 
could enter to make cities 
more attractive places to 
live. They did not define 
how big “major areas” 
would be. Barcelona May-
or Ada Colau, for instance, 
said the city was aiming 
to add 165 hectares (408 
acres) of green space in 
coming years, extend bike 
lanes and cut the number 
of trips by private vehicles 
by a fifth.—Reuters 

Twelve big 
cities to 
buy zero 
emissions 
buses, extend 
green areas
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Julie Walters 
wishes to play 

Bond villain

London — Veteran ac-
tor Julie Walters said she 
wants to play a Bond vil-
lain and has even sug-
gested it to producer 
Barbara Broccoli.

The 67-year-old 
actor recently worked 
with Broccoli on “Film 
Stars dont die In 
Liverpool,” reported 
Femalefirst. “I told 
her I want to be the 
new Rosa Klebb (the 
villain in From Rus-
sia With Love). They 
should have a baddie 
woman. Id love that. 
What accent would I 
use? depends on the 
baddie - depends on 
the baddie. Maybe 

she should be from 
north Korea. An-

yhow, I havent 
heard back,” 

Walters said. The 
actor also revealed 

she was surprised 
by the news that there 

would be a “Mamma Mia!” 
sequel. “When they told 
me about that, I thought: 
but surely theyve used up 
all the bloody songs? But 
theyd done another and 

its really good. —PTI 

Julie  
Walters.

 Photo: 
ReuteRs

Tyler Perry’s ‘Boo 2!’ tops downbeat weekend with $21.7 million
LoS AnGELES — Tyler Perry 
has prevented a disaster at the 
box office with the opening of Li-
onsgate’s comedy sequel “Boo 2! 
A Madea Halloween” scaring up 
a solid $21.7 million(£16.46 mil-
lion) at 2,388 north American lo-
cations. That was pretty much the 
limit of good news at the nation’s 
multiplexes, where moviegoers 
gave limited support to a quartet 
of new arrivals — weather-disas-
ter title “Geostorm,” firefighter 
hero tale “only the Brave,” mur-
der mystery “The Snowman” and 
faith-based drama “Same Kind of 
different as Me.”

“Boo 2! A Madea Hallow-
een,” which received an A- Cin-
emaScore, is finishing in line with 
expectations and about 25% be-
hind original “Boo! A Madea Hal-
loween,” which won its opening 
weekend last year. The sequel, 
set at a haunted campground, 

is directed and written by Perry, 
who also stars in his ninth itera-
tion as the tough-talking Madea.

Warner Bros.’ “Geostorm,” 
starring Gerard Butler, is finish-
ing a distant second place with 
about $13.3 million at 3,246 venues 
— at the top end of modest fore-
casts but a major disappointment 
given the film’s estimated $100 
million budget, financed by Warn-
er Bros. and Skydance Media. 
Movieigoers gave “Geostorm” 
a B- CinemaScore. The timing 
of the release, with hurricanes 
hitting hard in Texas, Florida 
and Puerto Rico over the past 
two months, probably dampened 
enthusiasm.

on the international side, 
“Geostorm” took in $36.4 million 
at 13,000 screens with first-place 
finishes in 36 territories to lift its 
international total to $49 million. 
South Korea and Russia were the 

strongest new markets.
Black Label Media’s ”only 

the Brave,“ distributed by Sony, 
is heading for fifth place with 
$6 million at 2,577 sites, finish-
ing behind Universal’s second 

weekend of ”Happy death day“ 
at $9.4 million and Warner’s third 
weekend of ”Blade Runner 2049“ 
at about $7.4 million. ”only the 
Brave,“ is based on the story of 
the 19 Arizona firefighters who 

died in the 2013 Yarnell Hill Fire, 
has received stellar critical sup-
port with a 90% ”fresh’ rating 
on Rotten Tomatoes. STXfilms’ 
second weekend of Jackie Chan 
actioner “The Foreigner” will 
land in sixth with about $5.6 mil-
lion, ahead of Universal’s “The 
Snowman,” which is finishing far 
below forecasts with $3.4 million 
at 1,812 venues. “The Snowman,” 
produced by Working Title, is in 
a tie with new Line’s seventh 
weekend of horror blockbuster 
“It,” which will win up with a total 
of $320 million domestically after 
45 days.

“The Snowman” fell flat with 
audiences, who gave it a d Cines-
maScore while critics panned the 
movie with a 9% rating on Rot-
ten Tomatoes. Pure Flix’s “Same 
Kind of different as Me” debuted 
out of the top 10 with about $1.4 
million at 1,362 sites.—Reuters 

Host and narrator in New Orleans, Louisiana, Tyler Perry speaks during 
the Fox Network presentation at the Television Critics Association (TCA) 
winter press tour in Pasadena, California on 15 January, 2016. Photo: 
ReuteRs

Graffiti set design adds punch to Cuba theater festival

HAVAnA — A play parodying 
the lengths some Cubans will go 
to in order to earn a few tourist 
dollars set against the backdrop 
of socially critical graffiti is add-
ing punch to Havana’s annual 
theater festival.

The first-time collaboration 
between veteran theater direc-
tor nelda Castillo, 64, and street 
artist Yulier Rodriguez, 27, un-
derscores unease among some 
Cubans with the recent influx of 
tourists on the cash-strapped, 
Communist-run island.

The interdisciplinary 
spectacle, “¡Guan melón!, ¡tu 
melón!”, is also an example of 
the innovative ways Cubans are 
pushing the boundaries of criti-
cal expression.

Rodriguez’s eerie murals 
of creatures that look malnour-
ished and malformed had be-
come ubiquitous throughout Ha-
vana over the last three years, 
reflecting his view of the dark 
path upon which society was.

But the artist said authori-
ties detained him for two days in 
August and ordered him to stop 
painting in public spaces.

Graffiti is seen as vandal-
ism in many countries, although 
Rodriguez suspects authorities 
stopped him more because they 
did not like the content of his 
work.

“now I am limited in what I 
can do in the streets, any space 
where I can exhibit my work 

becomes a space of resistance 
for me,” said Rodriguez.

Castillo, who often collabo-
rates with visual artists, said she 
invited Rodriguez to paint the 
walls of the renowned El Ciervo 
Encantado theater because she 
knew his graffiti would enrich 
her play. “The piece is about the 
Cubans’ struggle in the street in 
the context of the new relations 
with the United States and the 
influx of American visitors,” she 
said. “His work is also about that 
struggle in the street.”

In the play that was first 
staged last year, a skinny and 
squat comic duo attempt franti-
cally to entertain tourists arriv-
ing on cruise ships with Cuban 
tunes and to sell them outsized 
cigars and paper cones of pea-
nuts.

A student with a manic fake 

smile, rudimentary English and 
a hypersexualised walk sells 
chocolate and offers salsa les-
sons, city tours and cabaret acts 
“as way to make ends meet.”

In a beleaguered econo-
my which shrank last year and 
where the average state salary 
is $30 a month, the tourist sector 
is a relative gold mine.

Castillo said Rodriguez’s 
graffiti -- eerie, scared and hun-
gry-looking creatures with four 
eyes, two gaping mouths or a 
crown of skulls -- was like anoth-
er protagonist in the play.

“dialogue is always enrich-
ing as long as it is coherent,” 
said Castillo. The two kept quiet 
about their collaboration until 
the day it opened to the public, 
at the start of the theater festival 
that runs from  20-29 october.—
Reuters 

Public wait for the beginning of the spectacle “¡Guan melón!, ¡tu 
melón!” beside a paint of Cuban street artist Yulier Rodriguez in a 
theatre in Havana, Cuba on 20 October, 2017. Photo: ReuteRs
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Foods for people needing 
nursing care getting 
tastier, more available

Photo taken on 27 September, 2017, shows shelf space earmarked at an Ito-Yokado store in Oimachi, Tokyo for 
food items targeting people needing nursing care. The major supermarket chain set up spaces for such foods at 
105 of its 180 stores nationwide. Photo:  Kyodo News

TOKYO — Easy-to-eat foods for 
people needing nursing care are 
improving in quality and avail-
ability as makers look to tap a 
growing market in rapidly graying 
Japan.

Food makers are offering a 
growing variety of soft-food prod-
ucts with essential nourishment 
for people who have difficulty 
chewing and swallowing, while 
the products are also getting 
greater prominence on super-
market shelves.

Kewpie Corp, for example, 
has 54 items in five categories, 
varying in degree of softness and 
thickness, in its "Yasashii Kon-
date" (gentle menu) series of re-
tort foods for the elderly.

Among such items are "po-
tage of beef and burdock root" and 
"potage of flatfish and Japanese 
radish," each with a suggested 
price of 180 yen ($1.60), exclud-
ing tax.

Kewpie, better known for its 
flagship mayonnaise product, de-
veloped soft foods for the elderly 
by using its baby food-production 
technology, taking its cue from 

customers who used baby foods 
for people who need nursing 
support, according to company 
officials.

"We want everyone — not 
only people requiring nursing 
support but also those with a 
weakened swallowing function 
— to enjoy eating through the 
meals we serve," said an official at 
Kewpie, which launched its retort 
meals for the elderly 20 years ago.

Meiji Co started selling a 
new series of its "Mei Balance 
Mini Cup" nutritional supplement 
drink in late September. The com-
pany said a 125-milliliter Mei Bal-
ance Mini Cup is rich in energy 
with 200 kilocalories, containing 
indispensable nutrients such as 
protein, vitamins, minerals and 
fiber. With a wide assortment of 
flavours, the product also targets 
undernourished people as well 
as those who suffer from mouth 
injuries like a fractured jaw.

"We will offer products aimed 
at nutritionally supporting the 
elderly because an increasing 
number of people receive nursing 
care at home nowadays," a Meiji 

official said, noting that elderly 
people may face malnutrition if 
they lose their appetites or eat 
a poor diet.

Major supermarket chain 
Ito-Yokado Co has earmarked 
shelf spaces for food items target-
ing people needing nursing care 
at 105 of its 180 stores nationwide, 
according to its parent Seven & i 
Holdings Co.

In late September, a wheel-
chair-bound elderly woman at a 
store in Oimachi, Tokyo consult-

ed with a sales clerk at a section 
devoted to foods for the elderly.

About 300 food items were on 
offer, and popular foods include 
retort items such as "nikujaga" 
(simmered meat and potatoes) 
and sukiyaki (thin slices of beef 
cooked with vegetables), and fro-
zen foods such as boiled mackerel 
with miso sauce, according to the 
store. Some of the frozen foods 
are easy to eat even for those 
who have no teeth as they can eat 
them by mashing them between 

their tongue and upper jaw.
The store used to display 

foods for elderly people according 
to the degree of easiness to eat, 
as classified by the state.

But the store now sorts out 
products by food type, such as 
Japanese cuisine and Chinese 
food, in response to customers' re-
quests. Since then, sales of nurs-
ing-care foods have increased 
some 20 per cent on a year-
to-year basis, the official said. 
— Kyodo News 

Serbia reopens contemporary arts museum 
after decade-long reconstruction

People visit the exhibition "Sequences. Art of Yugoslavia and Serbia from the Collections of the Museum of 
the Contemporary Art" in the Museum of Contemporary Art in Belgrade, Serbia on 20 October, 2017. The 
museum is reopened for the public after a ten-year renovation.  Photo: XiNhua

BELGRADE  —  Serbia on Fri-
day reopened a contemporary 
arts museum after decade-long 
reconstruction.

Opening of the refurbished 
Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Serbian Prime Minister Ana 
Brnabic said culture and ed-
ucation are preconditions for 
advanced society with steady, 
sustainable development.

She announced the govern-
ment would focus to finalize the 
reconstruction of the National 
Museum in Belgrade, which was 
closed in 2003.

Acting director of the mu-
seum Slobodan Nakarada said: 
"This is a great day for Serbian 
culture. We are officially open-
ing the Museum of contempo-
rary art and in the next seven 
days we will work 24/7, because 
we expect that there will be a lot 
of visitors." 

The exhibition with which 
the museum reopens features 
artworks from the beginning of 

the 20th century.
The building of the Muse-

um of Contemporary Art Bel-
grade, work of awarded Yugo-
slavian architects Ivan Antic 

and Ivanka Raspopovic, was 
opened in 1965, becoming one 
of the landmarks of high mod-
ernist architecture of socialist 
Yugoslavia.

However, it was closed in 
2007 as it had to be preserved 
and adjusted to new architec-
tural standards and safety reg-
ulations.—Xinhua 

Michelin trims 
star list to 25 
restaurants for 
Chicago

CHICAGO —  Michelin said on 
Friday it awarded its coveted 
stars to 25 Chicago restaurants 
in the latest edition of its dining 
guide that will be launched on 
26 October, one less than last 
year.

The list for the third most 
populated US city was reduced 
partly because of the closures 
of 42 Grams and Tru earlier this 
year. Each eatery earned two 
Michelin stars last year.

“It’s still a good year for Chi-
cago,” said Michael Ellis, inter-
national director of the Michelin 
Guide.

The city has transformed 
itself into a vibrant dining desti-
nation with a growing breadth of 
cuisines that feature local Mid-
west products with international 
flair, he said.

“Chicago has most recently 
been a meat-and-potato kind of 
a place,” he said.—Reuters 
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Klopp must take blame for Liverpool’s 
poor defence — Schmeichel
LONDON —  Juergen Klopp un-
fairly shifted the blame for Liv-
erpool’s defensive frailties onto 
Dejan Lovren by hauling him off 
in their 4-1 Premier League loss 
to Tottenham Hotspur on Sun-
day, former Manchester United 
goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel 
said.

Harry Kane scored a brace 
while Son Heung-min and Dele 
Alli also got on the scoresheet 
to hand Liverpool their second 
league loss after the 5-0 ham-
mering by Manchester City last 
month.

Defender Lovren was re-
sponsible for Tottenham’s sec-
ond when he failed to cut out 
Spurs keeper Hugo Lloris’s long 
throw that allowed Kane to find 
Son. Liverpool manager Klopp 
responded by replacing Lovren 
with Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 
on 31 minutes.

“What he’s done now is put 
all of the responsibility on to 
Lovren. He will now be in the 
headlines for this, and that’s re-
ally unfair. It should be the man-

ager,” Schmeichel said.
“It’s very important to un-

derline that he never said any-
thing to him and he’s killed that 
player. It hasn’t helped, they are 
still defending like it’s their first 
time ever.”

Liverpool, who dropped to 
ninth in the table on 13 points, 

have conceded 16 goals so far 
for their worst defensive start 
to a season since 1964. Klopp 
admitted in the aftermath of the 
loss that Lovren was not the only 
culprit in his side’s capitulation 
and publicly criticised the team 
for showing less desire than Tot-
tenham.—Reuters 

Liverpool manager Juergen Klopp .  Photo: ReuteRs

Murata wins WBA 
middleweight crown by TKO

Japanese boxer Ryota Murata slugs Hassan N’Dam of France in a 
WBA middleweight title fight at Ryogoku Kokugikan in Tokyo on 22 
October, 2017.   Photo: Kyodo News

TOKYO  —  Japan’s Ryota 
Murata won the WBA middle-
weight world title on Sunday 
that many thought he was 
wrongly denied in May, defeat-
ing France’s Hassan N’Dam by 
technical knockout.

Murata, a gold medalist 
at the 2012 London Olympics, 
suffered a controversial loss 
to N’Dam on May 20 that saw 
two of the judges suspended for 
their scoring the fight in favour 
of the Frenchman.

Although the first two 
rounds at Tokyo’s Ryogoku 
Kokugikan were slow and delib-
erate with fewer punches con-
necting than clinches, Murata 
increased the tempo from the 
third round and from the fourth 
round N’Dam’s legs began to 
look rubbery and he had trou-
ble moving away when Murata 

came at him.
After dominating the 

fight for five straight rounds, 
N’Dam’s corner threw in the 
towel before the start of the 
eighth round. “This victory 
was for everyone,” Murata said. 
“The hard part starts after I win 
the belt. It was the same with 
the Olympics. Getting there was 
the easy part, moving forward 
after that was the hard thing.”

Murata becomes only the 
second Japanese to win a world 
middleweight crown after Shinji 
Takehara in 1995 and the na-
tion’s only Olympic medalist to 
win a world title.

“I hope this inspires those 
(in Japan) who love boxing,” 
Murata said. “I hope they aspire 
to be middleweight champs and 
be stronger boxers than I am.”  
—Kyodo News 

Open work out of Aung La N Sang 
and Alain Ngalani to be launched

Kyaw Zin Lin 
An open workout of Aung 

La N Sang, also known as a Bur-
mese Python and his challenger 
Alain Ngalani including two oth-
er Myanmar fighters will hold at 
the Myanmar Plaza in Yangon 
between 2pm and 4pm on 31 
October according to Aung La 

N Sang’s facebook page.
It is known that the regis-

tration for the open workout will 
be started at 1.30pm on that day.

Alain Ngalani, the opponent 
of Aung La N Sang has also ar-
rived in Yangon, Myanmar by 
Qatar Airways flight yesterday.

The open work out is aiming 

for the challenging match be-
tween Myanmar hero Aung La N 
Sang and Muay Thai, kickboxing 
heavy weight world champion 
Alain Ngalani at the Thuwunna 
Indoor Stadium in Yangon, My-
anmar on 3 November and all the 
media and interestees are being 
invited in the open workout. 

Myanmar to play the 
Philippines today in AFC U-19 
Championship 2018 qualifier

Kyaw Zin Lin 
As a Group G match of 

AFC U-19 Championship 2018 
qualification, Myanmar U-19 
national football team will play 
against the Philippines U-19 
team today at the Phnom Penh 
Olympic Stadium in Cambodia.

A pre-press conference of 
AFC U-19 Championship 2018 
was also held at Phnom Penh 
Hotel in Cambodia yesterday 
morning and Myanmar U-19 
team attended the conference, 
it is known according to Myan-
mar Football Federation.

“Our team has been 

trained almost nearly two 
months for the tourney as we 
are dreaming for winning the 
champion. It is not easy to say 
which team is small or big in 
our Group (G) as all teams are 
composed of young and active 
players. We will play every 
team respectfully,” said U Chit 
Naing head coach of Myanmar 
U-19 team at the conference.

Myanmar has fallen in the 
Group G together with China, 
Host Cambodia and the Philip-
pines and today’s match is one 
of the most important one for 
Myanmar. 
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