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$200m from World Bank
MyanMar and the World Bank 
signed an agreement yesterday 
giving the country US$200 mil-
lion credit for a First Macro-
economic Stability and Fiscal 
resilience Development Policy 
Operation.

This is the first time Myan-
mar is receiving direct financial 
support to the Union Budget, 
aimed at accelerating economic 
changes needed for long-term 
peace and prosperity, according 

to a World Bank news release.  
The agreement was signed 

by Daw nwe nwe Win, Director 
General of  the Treasury Depart-
ment, Ministry of Planning and 
Finance, and Ellen Goldstein, 
the World Bank Country Direc-
tor for Myanmar, Cambodia and 
Lao PDr, in the presence of U 
Maung Maung Win, Deputy Min-
ister of Planning and Finance.

The Government’s pro-
gramme supported by this 

operation includes reforms to 
address rising inflation, public 
debt sustainability, efficiency 
of government spending, and 
strengthening of tax adminis-
tration, officials said. 

“We are pleased to sign this 
collaboration between the gov-
ernment of Myanmar and the 
World Bank. We are confident 
that our policy actions would 
help sustain growth and reduce 
poverty, and help improve public 

access to services like electricity, 
education and health.  The re-
forms would also help Myanmar 
attract high quality investments 
that create more jobs and give 
more benefits to the poor,” said 
U Maung Maung Win, Deputy 
Minister of the Ministry of Plan-
ning and Finance. 

The Development Policy 
Operation has two mutually-re-
inforcing pillars, according to 
the World Bank.  See page-9

The Government’s 
programme includes 

reforms to address 
rising inflation, public 

debt sustainability, 
efficiency of govern-
ment spending, and 
strengthening of tax 

administration.

Kyaw Zin Lin

MyanMar’s football team con-
tinued their stellar play at the 
2017 SEa Games with a decisive 
6-0 win over Brunei Darussalam 
yesterday at UiTM Shah alam 
Stadium in Kuala Lumpur.

The victory over Brunei was 
Myanmar’s third straight win in 
Group a play and assures them 
of a semifinal berth.

Myanmar showed itself to be 
the superior team from the start 
of yesterday’s match, scoring the 
first goal at the 23-minute mark 
by striker aung Thu, who kicked 
the ball straight into the net past 
Brunei’s goalkeeper.

The opening goal seemed to 
give Myanmar confidence, as My-
anmar’s star Si Thu aung scored 
the second goal at 40 minutes. 

after a relatively quiet start 
in the second half, Myanmar 
jumped back into action as aung 
Kaung Mann scored Myanmar’s 
third and fourth goals at the 73rd 
and 85th minute marks.

See page-16

Myanmar earns 
semifinal spot 
in SEa Games 
with victory 
over Brunei

A crowd in Mahabandoola Park in Yangon watches the Myanmar/Brunei football match on a large outdoor screen. pHoto: gnlM/pHoe KHwar
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Pyithu Hluttaw

Amyotha Hluttaw

Swift administrative and se-
curity measures by the Union 
Government need to be taken 
in northern Rakhine State, an 
MP said in a motion put forward 
during yesterday’s meeting of the 
Pyithu Hluttaw in Nay Pyi Taw.

The motion was put for-
ward by Daw Khin Saw Wai of 
Yathaytaung, who urged the State 
Government to implement better 
regional administrative and se-
curity plans as soon as possible.

“Crimes committed by ex-
tremist groups in Maungtaw, 
Buthidaung and Yathaytaung 
townships in northern Rakhine 
State are harming national secu-
rity, rule of law, area consolidation 
and depredation of the national 
people”, she said. 

 Daw Khin Saw Wai said im-
migrants are infiltrating into the 
country almost every day and the 
population is booming, and as it 
is, the area is gradually becoming 
the one in which alien people are 
coming to live exclusively. 

The MP outlined a series of 
events over the past year that she 

said warrant immediate action. 
Last year, extremists attacked 
three border outposts in Buthi-
daung and Maungtaw townships, 
killing 9 border security officers. 
During an area clearance opera-
tion, a senior military officer was 
killed. 

More recently, a large man-
made tunnel apparently used for 

training terrorists was found in 
the May Yu hills, together with 
hand-made firearms, huts and 
provisions. Three men who at-
tacked security forces were killed. 
On August 3, terrorists killed 
eight Mro nationals who were 
working on farms. On August 4, 
border guard forces who went to 
arrest RSO (Rohingya Solidarity 

Organisation) terrorists who had 
been in Auk Nan Yar village, Ya-
thaytaung came under fire. 

Due to these events, Daw 
Khin Saw Wai said, locals were 
becoming anxious and being 
displaced to other regions. Reli-
gion and race-based extremists 
in Maungtaw and Buthidaung 
are getting money and weapons 

Immediate action by Union Government needed in Rakhine: MP

 Daw Khin Saw Wai. Photo: 
MNA

Major-General Aung Soe. Photo: 
MNA

   U Myo Zaw Aung. 
 Photo: MNA

from international organisations, 
and are now conducting terrorist 
attack trainings systematically, 
she said. 

The Speaker of the Pyithu 
Hluttaw announced that parlia-
mentarians who would like to 
discuss the motion need to enroll 
their names. 

Other issues discussed yes-
terday included a question raised 
by U Myo Zaw Aung of Kawlin 
constituency as to whether there 
are any plans to control moon-
shine which is being produced 
illicitly. Major-General Aung Soe, 
Deputy Minister for Home Af-
fairs, said the practice of distilling 
moonshine should be halted.

“Producing local moonshine 
should not be done. Instead, 
liquor produced in centrally 
controlled distillation factories 
should be encouraged more 
than ever. Moonshine which is 
locally produced should be levied 
heavily. Tax should not exceed 
imported liquors and numbers of 
liquor shops should be limited”, 
he said.—MNA 

Thuya Zaw, Mi Mi Phyo 
(MyanMar news agency)

Ministry of Education is 
planning to upgrade the schools 
in disaster-prone areas to be able 
to resist disasters, said Deputy 
Minister for Education U Win 
Maw Tun yesterday at Amyotha 
Hluttaw.

“Arrangements are being 
made recently to coordinate 
with state and region govern-
ments’ social ministers together 
with Ministry of Construction to 
construct buildings that are ap-
propriate to areas where there 
is heavy rain and flooding or 
weather is dry and hot or earth-
quake and natural disaster prone 
areas,” said  the deputy minister 
in his answer to a question raised 
by U Myo Win of Mon State Con-
stituency-8 at the 2nd Amyotha 
Hluttaw 5th regular session 45th 
day meeting was held yesterday 
morning at Amyotha Hluttaw 
meeting hall.

MP U Myo Win raised the 
question how did the ministry 
response to cases of new school 
buildings which are found inap-
propriate to local needs when 

they are completed.
Deputy Minister for Ed-

ucation U Win Maw Tun said 
when the buildings were found 
inappropriate for the ground 
situation, the ministry sought 
recommendation from the re-
gional governments and gave 
instructions to construction com-
panies concerned to redesign the 
buildings.

Next, questions by U Zaw 
Hein of Taninthayi constituency 
7, U Myo Htat (a) Salai Myo Htike 
of Chin State constituency 12 and 
U Myint Naing of Rakhine State 
constituency 5 were answered by 
Deputy Minister for Education U 

Win Maw Tun.
Afterward Amyotha Hluttaw 

bill committee report on bill to 
amend Farmland Law was read 
by committee member Daw Ohn 
Kyi of Mandalay Region constit-
uency 4.

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker 
then obtained the confirmation of 
the hluttaw on the bill to amend 
Farmland Law section by sec-
tion.

Hluttaw announced the ap-
proval of the bill after a motion 
to approve the bill was tabled by 
Deputy Minister for Agriculture, 
Livestock and Irrigation U Hla 
Kyaw and U Win Tin of Chin State 

constituency 11 supported it.
U Maung Kyaw Zan of Ra-

khine State constituency 9, U 
Tet Tun Aung of Rakhine State 
constituency 2, U Sai Than Na-
ing of Kayin State constituen-
cy 5, U Kyaw Thein of Rakhine 
State constituency 7 and U Kyaw 
Thaung of Sagaing Region con-
stituency 1 discussed a motion 
tabled by U Khin Maung Latt, of 
constituency 3, Rakhine State, 
to take legal actions against vio-
lent attackers in Buthidaung and 
Yathedaung townships under the 
Anti-terrorism Law and to make 
arrangements for the survival of 
displaced national ethnic people.

Discussion ranges from tak-
ing care in amending, moderat-
ing and repealing rules and laws 
related to national security in 
establishing a democratic state 
to danger not only to Rakhine 
State but the entire country if ter-
rorists are able to gain a foothold 
in Buthidaung, Maungtaw and 
Yathedaung, and a successful 
second step for the terrorists if 
local ethnic villagers abandoned 
their villages after terrorists first 
encroached and settled illegally 
in the country. 

2nd Amyotha Hluttaw 5th 
regular session 46th day meeting 
is scheduled for 21 August. 

2nd Amyotha Hluttaw 5th regular session 45th day meeting

U Myo Win. Photo: MNAU Win Maw Tun. Photo: MNA U Kyaw Thein. Photo: MNAU Maung Kyaw Zan. Photo: MNA
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A first coordination meeting of 
the Steering Committee to hold 
the 17th Congress of Southeast 
Asian Librarians (CONSAL 
XVII) was held yesterday morn-
ing in Wunzin Minyarzar Hall of 
the National Library in Nay Pyi 
Taw. Vice President U Myint Swe 
who is Chairman of the steering 
committee delivered a speech at 
this meeting.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Steering Committee Vice 
Chairman and patron of the 
Myanmar Library Association 
Dr. Thaw Kaung, Steering Com-
mittee Secretary Union Minis-
ter Thura U Aung Ko, Steering 
Committee members, work com-
mittee members, sub-committee 
members and officials.

Vice President U Myint Swe 
said that the day’s meeting was 
the first meeting of the Steer-
ing Committee to hold CONSAL 
XVII,  as Myanmar would be 
hosting the said meeting in May 
2018.  At the meeting associated 
meetings such as CONSAL’s third 
Executive Board meeting and 
26th Conference of Directors of 
National Libraries in Asia and 
Oceania (CDNLAO) would also 
be held.

The President’s Office had 
formed the steering committee 
and work committees for the suc-
cessful holding of CONSAL XVII 
with its Notification No. 61/2017 
dated 11 July 2017. The  steer-
ing committee is composed of 

First coordination meeting of Steering 
Committee to hold CONSAL XVII

13 members with Vice President 
U Myint Swe as chairman and 
Union Minister for Religious Af-
fairs and Culture as Secretary. 
Similarly, a work committee with 
13 members was formed with Un-
ion Minister for Religious Affairs 
and Culture as Chairman and 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry 
of Religious Affairs and Culture 
as Secretary. For the success-
ful holding of the congress, 14 
sub-committees and a secretariat 
had been formed for cooperation 
and coordination with other min-
istries and organizations.

CONSAL XVII will be attend-
ed by ten ASEAN member coun-
tries and East Timor will also 
attend as an observer. The aim of 

holding the congress is for librar-
ies, library associations and chief 
librarians to setup a network and 
cooperate in the libraries devel-
opment project. Four duties had 
already been assigned for the 
work committee. Myanmar had 
been the host country of the 17th 
CONSAL from 2016 to 2018. The 
first and second Executive Board 
meetings were held in Yangon 
on 28-29 July 2016 and 8-9 May 
2017. The third Executive Board 
meeting will be held together with 
the congress. Furthermore 26th 
CDNLAO will also be held. The 
17th CONSAL to be held in May 
2018 is the first time Myanmar is 
hosting an international congress 
on library discipline. It will be 

held in the same way as other 
countries as a national level con-
gress. Ministries and responsible 
personnel are urged to cooperate 
and coordinate with good ideas 
for the successful holding of the 
congress and cooperate from 
all points of views, said the Vice 
President.

Next Chairman of work 
committee to hold 17th CONSAL 
Union Minister for Religious Af-
fairs and Culture Thura U Aung 
Ko explained about preparation 
works to hold 17th CONSAL with 
a Power Point presentation.

Afterwards work commit-
tee Secretary Permanent Sec-
retary U Tun Ohn of the Ministry 
of Religious Affairs and Culture 

explained about arrangements 
made to hold 17th CONSAL.

Responsible personnel 
from14 sub-committees and the 
secretariat attending the meeting 
then explained about works done 
to hold the 17th CONSAL.

Later, committee member 
Union Minister Dr. Pe Myint and 
meeting attendants provided sug-
gestions after which Chairman of 
the Steering Committee to hold 
17th CONSAL Vice President 
U Myint Swe gave overall com-
ments and suggestions based on 
the presentations made by the 
sub-committees and urged them 
to cooperate from all angles, after 
which the meeting was conclud-
ed.—MNA 

By Chan Myae Thu
A recent discussion of Myan-

mar’s human trafficking ranking 
by the Union’s Central Commit-
tee on Anti-Human Trafficking 
revealed some of the challenges 
faced in trying to improve the 
country’s effectiveness in deal-
ing with  forced labour.

Myanmar remains on a 
watch list together with fellow 
ASEAN nations Laos and Thai-
land in an annual categorisa-
tion of countries by the US State 
Department. Members of the 
Central Committee of Anti-Hu-
man Trafficking, which operates 
under the Home Affairs Ministry, 
said regional, legal and economic 
hurdles have slowed or prohibit-
ed improvement in Myanmar’s 

ranking.
“Among the challenges we 

face regarding human traffick-
ing, we can not expose or arrest 
human traffickers from neigh-
bouring countries, though we 
rescue the victims,” said Union 
Minister for Home Affairs Lt-
Gen Kyaw Swe, at the meeting 
of the Anti-Human Trafficking 
committee in Nay Pyi Taw on 
Thursday. 

“Besides, we are still facing 
challenges to create jobs for the 
rescued  victims”.

Lt-Gen Kyaw Swe is also 
chairman of the committee.

The US government releas-
es annual reports on human traf-
ficking and categorises countries 
as Tier 1,for countries whose 

governments fully meet the 
Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act’s (TVPA) minimum stand-
ards; Tier 2, for countries whose 
governments do not fully meet 
the TVPA’s minimum standards, 
but are making significant efforts 
to bring themselves into compli-
ance with those standards; Tier 
2 Watch List, for countries whose 
governments do not fully meet 
the TVPA’s minimum standards, 
but are making significant ef-
forts to bring themselves into 
compliance with those stand-
ards and for whom the number 
of trafficking victims is large 
or increasing, and who fail to 
provide evidence of increasing 
efforts to combat trafficking; 
and Tier 3, for countries whose 

governments do not fully meet 
the minimum standards and are 
not making significant efforts to 
do so. For Tier 3 countries, it is 
possible that humanitarian aid 
and economic subsidies could 
be halted or withdrawn. 

In 2017, out of 187 nations, 
36 were categorized as Tier 1, 80 
countries as Tier 2, 45 countries 
as Tier 2 Watch List, 23 countries 
as Tier, and three countries as 
Special Countries. Regionally, 
the Philippines was ranked as 
Tier 1, Brunei, Cambodia, In-
donesia, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Timor-Leste and Viet Nam as 
Tier 2, and Myanmar, Laos and 
Thailand as Tier 2 Watch List. 

Myanmar was ranked as a 
Tier 3 country from 2001 to 2011, 

as Tier 2 Watch List from 2012 
to 2015, as Tier 3 in 2016 and as 
Tier 2 Watch List in 2017. Though 
Myanmar was ranked as Tier 3 
in 2016, actions to be taken were 
exempted under the special au-
thority of the President, whereas 
in the 2017 annual report, Myan-
mar, Laos and Thailand of the 
ASEAN nations were catego-
rised as Tier 2 Watch List. 

The upgrade might be at-
tributed to the transformation 
from the Tatmadaw government 
to a democratic government and 
Myanmar Tatmadaw’s cooper-
ation towards the prescriptions 
included in the report, according 
to the discussions in the meeting 
of central committee of anti-hu-
man trafficking.  

Myanmar's improved human trafficking ranking discussed

Vice President U Myint Swe delivers a speech at the first coordination meeting of Steering Committee to hold CONSAL XVII. Photo: MNA
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U Kyaw Tint Swe, Union Min-
ister for the Office of the State 
Counsellor, attended a cere-
mony to mark the 72nd Inde-
pendence Day of Indonesia at 
the Novotel Yangon Max Hotel 
in Yangon on Friday.  He was 
welcomed by Ambassador of 
Indonesia to Myanmar Dr Ito 

Sumardi as he arrived the cere-
mony. The ceremony launched 
with greetings by Union Minis-
ter U Kyaw Tint Swe and Am-
bassador Dr Ito Sumardi.

Indonesian cultural troupe 
performed the guests with tra-
ditional dances.— Myanmar 
News Agency

TweNTY-three people sus-
pected of involvement with 
violent attacks were arrested 
on Tuesday by security forc-
es patrolling in Buthidaung 
Township, Rakhine State.

Security forces investi-
gated 49 villagers including 
Rokein, also known as Phu 

Han, in U Hla Pe (north) vil-
lage, U Hla Pe village tract 
and found that 23 of them were 
suspected of being associated 
with those who were involved 
in recent violent attacks. They 
were arrested and a case is 
being opened against them. 
—Myanmar News Agency  

VIllAgeRS found a headless 
body with multiple injuries on 
the shore of Tasin creek, Nwar 
Yone Taung Village in Buthi-
daung, on Thursday at about 
3 pm and alerted authorities. 
Security forces secured the 
site and sent the decapitated 
body to Buthidaung Hospital.

On the same day in a sep-

arate incident, security forces 
on patrol caught a man with 
the first name of Mohamed 
suspected of involvement in 
an explosion at Pantawpyin 
(west) village.

A case was opened and 
investigation conducted on 
the suspect.—Myanmar News 
Agency  

Union Minister for Natural Re-
sources and environmental 
Conservation U Ohn win attend-
ed the Myanmar Pearl Auction 
organised by the Myanma Pearl 
enterprise and the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and environ-
mental Conservation held in the 
Myanma gem Museum in Nay 
Pyi Taw yesterday.

The Union Minister viewed 
the displayed pearl lots and the 
traders while Myanmar Pearl 
enterprise Managing Director 
U Min Min Oo and officials ex-
plained the pearl auction process.

The Union Minister pre-
sented a Biggest Buyer award 
to Aung Zabu Aye Pearl Trading 
owner Daw Khin Myint Aye, who 
had bought 61 lots of pearls worth 
Ks678 million during the 35th In-
ternal Myanmar Pearl Sales.

The pearl auction was at-
tended by permanent secretaries 
of the ministry, director gener-
als, managing directors, invited 
guests, and 180 local and foreign 
pearl and jewelry merchants.

Pearl sales using foreign 
currency were started in 1964 
and a total of 90 sales events 
were held in which US$114.78 
million was obtained.  Pearl sales 
events in Nay Pyi Taw were 
started in 2010.

eighty local and foreign 
pearl merchants attended the 

Merchants evaluate pearls at the Myanmar Pearl Auction in the Myanma Gem Museum, Nay Pyi Taw, 
yesterday. photo: mnA

270 pearl lots sold by open 
tender at auction (August-2017)

Myanmar Pearl Auction in July 
2015, at which 3.11 million eu-
ros was earned. The 53rd Pearl 
Sales was attended by 78 local 
and foreign pearl merchants, 
at which 2.63 million euros was 
obtained.

The Myanma Pearl en-
terprise has conducted a total 
of 125 local and international 
pearl sales in local and foreign 
currency resulting in earning 
of US$114.78 million, 34.66 mil-
lion euros, FeC 0.2 million and 

Ks13.26 billion.
The current Myanmar 

Pearl Auction will be held from 
18 to 20 August under an open 
tender system auctioning 86,904 
pearls worth 1.23 million eu-
ros.—Myanmar News Agency

Suspected violent attackers 
arrested in Buthidaung

Headless body 
found in Buthidaung

Indonesian embassy observes 
72nd Independence Day
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UNHCR chief meets 
villagers in Maungtaw
THe United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees Mr. Fil-
ippo Grandi met with villagers 
in Maungtaw Township yester-
day, observing the situations in 
villages.

At the meeting with villag-
ers at the primary school in Aung 
Zeya Village, Mr Filippo pledged 
to assist in issues to which the 
UNHCR can contribute, inviting 
the voices of the local people.

Local people spoke of the 
challenges they face making a 
livelihood for themselves and 
their families in Maungtaw. 

Following the meeting, the 
UNHCR chief visited Kyikan-
pyin (West) Village and met with 
villagers.

The UN delegation left 
Maungtaw for Yangon in the af-
ternoon.        See page-9

National Security Advisor visits Dhaka
 At the invitation of Mr. Abul 
Hassan Mahmood Ali, the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of Bang-
ladesh, National Security Advi-
sor to the Union Government of 
Myanmar U Thaung Tun vis-
ited Dhaka, Bangladesh from 
Sunday until yesterday. During 
his stay, he called on H.e. Ms. 
Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister 
of Bangladesh, and met with 
Mr. Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
H.e. Mr Asaduzzaman Khan, 
Minister of Home Affairs, Ma-
j.-Gen. (Ret) Tarique Ahmed 

Siddique, Defence and Security 
Advisor to the Prime Minister, 
and Lt.-Gen. Chowdhury Hasan 
Sarwardy, Commandant of the 
National Defence College, on 
separate occasions.

In his meetings, the Na-
tional Security Advisor apprised 
the Bangladeshi side of matters 
pertaining to Myanmar’s efforts 
for peace, reconciliation and 
economic development; and 
promotion of relations with 
all countries, particularly its 
neighbours. He also touched 
on promoting ties of friendship 

and cooperation between Myan-
mar and Bangladesh; expedit-
ing the signing of the proposed 
memorandum of understanding 
at a mutually convenient time; 
and further strengthening of 
bilateral cooperation in the fight 
against terrorism and narcotic 
drugs.

The Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, the Minister of Home 
Affairs and the Defence and 
Security Advisor to the Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh also 
expressed their views

See page-9

Mr. Filippo Grandi. the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, centre, with hands folded, meets with villagers 
in Maungtaw Township yesterday. photo: mna

Sheikh Hasina, the Prime Minister 
of Bangladesh, right, meets with U 
Thaung Tun, Myanmar’s National 
Security Advisor. photo: mna
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Myanmar, Thailand negotiate 
to solve migrant labour issue
In an attempt to solve the grow-
ing problem of undocumented 
Myanmar migrant workers in 
Thailand who are returning to 
their homeland out of fear of 
a new labour decree, the two 
countries are negotiating on 
issuing official documents to 
workers, but the talks are still 
ongoing and incomplete, said 
Union Minister for Labour, 

Immigration and Population U 
Thein Swe at a news conference 
in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

The number of migrant 
workers who returned to My-
anmar reached 34,069 as of 
yesterday morning, according 
to the ministry. The influx has 
overtaxed social agencies and 
border crossings, officials said.

“Workers should avoid 

seeking employment through 
brokers and they should seek 
job opportunities with official 
agencies and should go the 
neighbouring country only when 
they get an official letter offering 
a job,” said the Union Minister.

earlier this week, Thai-
land’s junta delayed full enforce-
ment of a new labour law aimed 
at regulating the foreign work-

force after the decree sparked 
panic and prompted more than 
60,000 foreign workers to flee 
from the country, many of them 
from Myanmar, Laos and Cam-
bodia.

The new decree would have 
imposed heavy fines on employ-
ers and employees who do not 
have work permits, a senior 
official said.      See page-10

Migrant workers are welcomed by volunteers as they arrive in Kawthoung on the Thai-Myanmar border. Photo: KYaw soe (Kawthoung)
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Hluttaw mulls change to law 
seen as violating free speech
PARLIAMeNT is considering 
amendments to a law that hu-
man rights monitors say vio-
lates free speech and has been 
used to jail journalists and activ-
ists, State Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi said yesterday.

Following a recent spate of 
arrests of reporters, the United 

States and the european Union 
have raised concern that de-
spite Myanmar electing its first 
civilian government in about 
half a century, its media face 
increasing curbs.

“About 66(d), the legisla-
ture is considering amend-
ments to that particular law,” 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said at 
a news conference, referring to 
a broadly worded clause of the 
Telecommunications Law that 
prohibits use of the telecoms 
network to “extort, threaten, 
obstruct, defame, disturb, in-
appropriately influence or in-
timidate”.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
did not say what changes were 
planned, but Myanmar officials 
have indicated that the law may 
be changed to enable judges to 
release on bail those charged 
under the law, diplomats have 
told Reuters.

See  page-6

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi addresses the media at a press conference yesterday in Nay Pyi Taw. PhoTo: aung shine oo

The 21 markets in Yangon Re-
gion will be upgraded this fiscal 
year, according to a report in the 
Myawady Daily yesterday.

The 21 markets to be up-
graded in Yangon Region are: 
Mingalar market; Sanpya night 
bazaar; Mingalartaung Nyunt 
market; Yankin Myoma market;  
Baukhtaw market; Theingyi 
market-C and e Blocks; Boga-
lay market; Tarmwe market; 
Nandawin market; Padamya 
market;  Ngwe Yamone mar-
ket; Thuwunna market; Mya 
Yadanar market; Pazundaung 
market; Than Lwin market; 
hlaingzay gyi; Yandanar The-
ingi market; hlaing Yadanar 
market; Myoma market and 
Theinbyu market. 

The Pazundaung market 
and Theingyi market-C and e 

blocks will be upgraded only in 
internal perspectives. The Pazu-
ndaung market is very close to 
the creek. Therefore, the Yangon 
City Development Committee 
(YCDC) will make arrangements 
to enable the people to go shop-
ping via the waterway. People 
will be more convenient to do the 
shopping after the water buses 
have started to run along Yangon 
River. 

The Mingalar market will be 
constructed using funds of the 
YCDC, while the remaining 20 
markets will be publicly owned. 

To make the upgraded 
markets clean, the designs are 
being drawn by professional 
architects. The markets will in-
cludes parking lots, coffee shops, 
parks, sport grounds and office 
units.—200 

YaNgoN City Development 
Committee (YCDC) has shut 
down the old Thiri Mingalar 
automobile market because the 
building is now over 20 years old 
and poses a great danger to the 
public, officials said.

“The building of Thiri Min-
galar market was owned by the 
YCDC. We have also declared 
that the building is dangerous 

for the local people on 17 au-
gust. Therefore, we have al-
ready ordered the automobile 
dealers to move out as soon as 
possible,” said an official from 
YCDC. 

If the automobile dealers 
have difficulty finding a place 
for parking their cars, they 
can park them at hlaing auto-
mobile market, Than Thumar 

automobile market and aung 
Mingalar highway bus terminal, 
officials said.  There are three 
automobile markets in Yangon 
Region — Thiri Mingalar auto-
mobile market, hlaing automo-
bile market and Than Thumar 
automobile market. Currently, 
over 700 cars are being parked 
at Thiri Mingalar automobile 
market.—gNLM 

The value of trade between My-
anmar and other countries by 
sea routes has reached US$8.8 
billion this fiscal year, an in-
crease of US$1.77 billion when 
compared to last year, according 
to the statistics issued by the 
Ministry of Commerce. 

as of 11 august, the value 
of external trade through sea 
routes was US$3.07 billion, with 

the import value amounting to 
US$5.72 billion. The trade deficit 
was US$2.6 billion.  

Last fiscal year at this 
time, the total value of trade 
was US$7.02 billion, including 
US$2.53 billion from the export 
sector and US$4.48 billion from 
the import sector, whereas 
the trade deficit amounted to 
US$1.94 billion. Myanmar main-

ly exports agricultural prod-
ucts, aquatic products, mineral 
products, forest products and 
industrial goods. Myanmar also 
imported industrial raw materi-
als, personal goods, construc-
tion materials, automobiles 
and other manufactured goods 
mainly from China, Japan, In-
dia, Indonesia, germany, France 
and hong Kong.— Min Thu 

agRICULTURaL export earn-
ings as of 11 august reached 
US$1.15 billion, a decrease of 
$29.5 million compared to the 
same period last year, accord-
ing to statistics released by the 
Ministry of Commerce.

Myanmar predominantly 
imports luxury products, per-
sonal goods, construction ma-
terials, agricultural machinery, 
raw materials, household goods, 
foodstuff and electronic devices 
from the neighboring countries. 

Myanmar exported nearly 

US$4.65 billion worth of prod-
ucts so far this fiscal year, 
including mineral products, 
aquatic products, animal prod-
ucts and agricultural products 
through sea routes and border 
trade camps, an increase of 
over US$503 million compared 
to the same period of last year. 

During fiscal 2017-2018, the 
export of jade and mineral ex-
ports increased by US$110 mil-
lion while the value of exports 
of aquatic products was found 
to  increase of US$16.3 million 

when compared to those of the 
last fiscal year. 

The value of exported for-
estry products was US$82.8 
million, while the export of 
the finished products earned 
US$2.19 billion.

experts said the country’s 
exports cannot be dependent 
only on the agricultural indus-
try, but also on other sectors 
such as aquatic products and 
garments, which should also 
play an important role in ex-
ports. —Zwe 

Twenty-one 
markets to be 
upgraded in 
Yangon region

Trade via sea increased by US$1.77 billion

agricultural exports decrease by US$29.5 million  

YCDC shuts down old Thiri 
Mingalar automobile market

A worker washes a car at the old Thiri Mingalar automobile market in Yangon. Photo: Aye Min Soe
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Patriot Advanced Capability-3 missile interceptors are deployed at the Ground Self-Defence Force’s base in the 
city of Kaita on 18 August 2017, during an emergency drill in western Japan to prepare for a possible missile 
launch by Pyongyang. The area is beneath the likely flight path of a ballistic missile North Korea has recently 
threatened to launch toward Guam. Photo: Kyodo News

Tokyo — The Japanese govern-
ment carried out Friday a drill for 
its emergency alert system in ar-
eas in and around the likely flight 
path of ballistic missiles North 
korea has recently threatened 
to launch toward Guam.

The drill for the satel-
lite-based J-Alert system cov-
ered 202 municipalities in nine 
prefectures in the Chugoku 
and Shikoku regions of western 
Japan, and tested the ability of 
municipalities receiving alerts 
to automatically broadcast them 
to residents.

North korea threatened last 

week to simultaneously launch 
four ballistic missiles toward 
waters near the US territory of 
Guam in the western Pacific. The 
suggested flight path would take 
the missiles over Shimane, Hi-
roshima, Ehime and kochi pre-
fectures.

The drill took place in those 
four prefectures, plus the adjoin-
ing prefectures of Tottori, okay-
ama, yamaguchi, Tokushima and 
kagawa.

Some areas experienced 
technical glitches.

In the event of North korea 
launching a missile that is feared 

to fly over Japan or fall within 
Japanese territory, on land or 
at sea, the J-Alert system will 
transmit information to areas 
along the path of the missile.

Under the system, alert 
texts received from the central 
government are to be transmit-
ted to outdoor loudspeakers also 
used for sending alerts on natural 
disasters, to mobile phones, and 
to cable TVs in the municipal-
ities.

Warnings may also be issued 
for people in at-risk areas to take 
shelter underground or in robust 
buildings.—kyodo News 

Japan tests alert system in likely 
flight path of North korea missiles

BEIJING — China confirmed a 
bird flu outbreak at quail farms 
in the country’s southwestern 
province of Guizhou, according 
to a Ministry of Agriculture state-
ment on Friday. 

The outbreak in Luodian, a 
city of 345,000 people in south-
western Guizhou, was confirmed 
as the H5N6 strain of virus, the 
ministry said in the statement 
on its website. 

The local government culled 
8,110 birds after the outbreak, 
which infected 13,103 quails and 
killed 9,752 of the birds at some 

quail farms, the statement said. 
It was the second bird flu 

outbreak among poultry in Chi-
na after the end of the northern 
hemisphere winter and brings 
the total culled to more than 
248,000 birds. 

This Chinese outbreak oc-
curred as the Philippines report-
ed a second bird flu outbreak on 
Friday, a week after reporting the 
country’s first case. 

South korea and Japan 
battled major outbreaks during 
the winter.  The outbreak is now 
under control, the ministry said. 

The last bird flu outbreak, 
of the H5N1 strain of the virus, 
killed 15,000 birds at a hen farm 
in northeastern Inner Mongolia 
province, the ministry reported 
on 1 August.  The H7N9 strain of 
the virus has caused at least 281 
deaths since october in China. 

Live poultry markets were 
shut down in many provinces fol-
lowing human infections. 

Flocks are particularly vul-
nerable to avian flu during the dri-
er winter months and outbreaks 
usually die down afterwards. 
—Reuters 

China confirms bird flu outbreak at 
quail farms in Guizhou Province

PHNoM PENH — Experts 
from kyoto University and 
the Wildlife Conservation So-
ciety have conducted a cam-
era trap survey that detected 
a multitude of large mammal 
species in a protected area of 
northern Cambodia, the WSC 
said Thursday.

“The results confirm the 
continued occurrence of large 
mammals such as Eld’s deer, 
banteng (an endangered spe-
cies of wild cattle), elephants 
and jungle cats in the CWS,” 
said Ai Suzuki of the Japa-
nese university, referring to 
the 1,900-square-kilometer 
Chhep Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Preah Vihear Province, bor-
dering Thailand and Laos.

Suzuki, the lead author of 
the study, said it “highlights 
the global significance of CWS 
for conservation of mammal 
assemblages in a lowland de-
ciduous dipterocarp dominated 
landscape, a forest-type under-
represented as protected area 
in mainland Southeast Asia.”

Among the species pho-
tographed were the critically 
endangered Sunda pangolin; 
two bear species; four civet 
species including the endan-

gered large-spotted civet; two 
mongoose species; the dhole, 
an endangered species of wild 
dog; and the gaur, a wild cattle 
species.

Besides the leopard, 
whose populations have de-
clined severely across Indochi-
na due in part to hunting, the 
presence of three medium or 
small cat species was record-
ed at the sanctuary, but there 
were unfortunately no tigers, 
according to the report.

Although there are histori-
cal records of tigers in Cambo-
dia’s northern plains, includ-
ing documentation showing at 
least 34 were killed as recently 
as 1998, the iconic cat species is 
“likely to have been extirpated” 
at CWS, it said.

The report was published 
in the latest issue of the Cam-
bodian Journal of Natural His-
tory.

The journal carried anoth-
er camera-trap study report 
concluding that both tigers 
and leopards have likely been 
extirpated in the Cardamom 
Rainforest Landscape, which 
covers 17,000 square km of pro-
tected areas in southwestern 
Cambodia.—kyodo News 

kyoto University experts 
detect large mammal 
species in Cambodia

GoRAkHPUR — The flood 
situation worsened in eastern 
UP districts adjoining Nepal to-
day following continuous rains 
and discharge of water in rivers 
with the district administration 
here seeking the help of Army 
in relief and rescue operations.

The movement of traffic 
on the Gorakhpur-Sonauli road 
towards Nepal has come to a 
standstill with the waters of 
Rohin river inundating Man-
iram township and the national 
highway, sources in the admin-
istration said.

In view of the situation, 
District Magistrate Rajiv Ra-
utela has ordered closure of 
all schools till tomorrow and 
sought the help of the Army in 
relief and rescue operations.

After the authorities un-

dertook works to plug the 
breach in the embankment on 
Rohin river in Campierganj 
area two days ago to save water 
reaching some areas in the city, 
another breach was observed 
in it this morning leading to 
panic.

As many as 105 villages of 
the district have been hit by the 
floods of which 35 are totally 
submerged and the villagers 
have been shifted to safer plac-
es, they said.

Teams of NDRF are pro-
viding food and drinking water 
to the flood-hit people with the 
help of 169 boats.

According to a report from 
Siddhartnagar, Army helicop-
ters assisted in extending relief 
material to the affected people 
yesterday.— PTI 

Flood situation worsens in 
eastern UP; Army help sought
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Tokyo — The chairman of the 
US Joint Chiefs of Staff met 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
and the Japanese Self-Defence 
Forces' top officer in Tokyo on 
Friday, discussing with both 
the increase in tensions over 
North korea.

At the outset of his meet-
ing with Abe, Marine Corps 
Gen. Joseph Dunford told the 
prime minister that "the na-
ture of our bilateral relation-
ship, particularly at the mili-
tary level, is rock solid."

Abe told Dunford he wants 
to work together to bolster 
the Japan-US alliance, noting 
the threat from North korea, 
which last week said it was 
considering launching ballis-
tic missiles over the Japanese 
archipelago to waters near 
Guam, a US territory in the 
western Pacific.

"I highly appreciate the 
fact that (US) President (Don-
ald) Trump has made clear 
that the United States will take 

every necessary measure to 
protect its allies regarding the 
North korea issue," Abe said.

Earlier Friday, Dunford 

met with Adm. katsutoshi ka-
wano, chief of the SDF Joint 
Staff, and the two affirmed the 
importance of cooperation be-

US top military officer meets Abe, SDF 
top officer, discuss North korea

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (R) and Marine Corps Gen. Joseph 
Dunford, chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, shake hands at the 
prime minister's office in Tokyo on 18 August, 2017, before discussing 
the recent increase in tensions over North Korea. Photo: Kyodo 
News

BEIJING — A fire that broke 
out on Thursday at state oil 
major PetroChina's plant in 
northeastern China, one of the 
country's largest refineries, 
has been put out with no re-
ported casualties, state media 
reported. 

The fire came just two 
months after the Dalian refin-
ery finished a planned major 
maintenance. 

More than 600 firefighters 
extinguished the blaze at the 
plant's 1.4 million-tonnes-per-
annum catalytic cracker just 
after 9:00 p.m. (1300 GMT), and 
stayed on the scene to make 
sure equipment at the refinery 
remained cool, state broad-
caster CCTV said on Friday. 

The inferno, the latest 
industrial incident to rock the 
port city of Dalian, started at 
around 6:40 p.m. due to a bro-
ken seal in a feed pump, CCTV 
said.—Reuters   

tween the Japanese defense 
force and the U.S. military to 
address the threat posed by 
North korea.

According to a statement 
released by the Joint Staff, 
Dunford told kawano in their 
meeting at the Defense Minis-
try that "the US commitment to 
the defense of Japan including 
extended deterrence remains 
ironclad."

In Washington on Thurs-
day, Japanese and US for-
eign and defense ministers 
agreed in their "two-plus-
two" talks to strengthen the 
Japan-US alliance to respond 
to the increased threat from 
North korea's nuclear and 
ballistic missile development  
efforts.

Before arriving in Japan, 
Dunford visited South korea 
and China, meeting with South 
korean President Moon Jae 
In and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping as well as military of-
ficials.—kyodo News

Fire put out 
at major 
PetroChina 
refinery in 
Dalian

SEoUL — An explosion 
during an artillery exercise 
on Friday injured six South 
korean soldiers and killed 
a seventh, a South korean 
army official told Reuters. 

The incident did not 
have anything to do with 
North korea, said the offi-
cial, who declined to be iden-
tified as he was not author-
ised to speak to the media. 
The blast took place during 
a regular training session, 
the official added. 

A military spokesman 
could not immediately be 
reached. 

The neighbours techni-
cally remain at war, since 
the 1950-1953 korean War 
concluded in a ceasefire. 
—Reuters  

Six South 
korean 
soldiers hurt, 
seventh dies 
in training 
session, army 
official says

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres attends a news 
conference with Portugal's Foreign Affairs minister Augusto Santos 
(not pictured) at the Necessidades Palace in Lisbon, Portugal, on 3 July 
2017.  Photo: ReuteRs

North korea tells UN chief nuclear 
programme not up for negotiation
UNITED NATIoNS — North 
korea's nuclear weapons pro-
gramme will never be up for 
negotiation as long as the US 
government's "hostile policy 
and nuclear threat continue," 
Pyongyang's deputy UN ambas-
sador told United Nations Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres. 

Guterres spoke by telephone 
with Deputy Ambassador kim 
In Ryong on Tuesday, the North 
korean mission to the United 
Nations said in a statement on 
Thursday. North korea's UN 
Ambassador Ja Song Nam is 
currently in North korea, also 
known as DPRk. 

"As long as the US hostile 
policy and nuclear threat con-
tinue, the DPRk ... will never 
place its self-defensive nuclear 
deterrence on the negotiation 
table or flinch an inch from the 
road chosen by itself, the road of 
bolstering up the state nuclear 
force," kim told Guterres accord-
ing to an account of the phone 
call given by the North korea UN 
mission. 

Guterres said on Wednesday 
it was time to "dial down rhet-
oric and dial up diplomacy" on 
North korea and that he had told 
Russia, Japan, the United States, 
China and North and South korea 
that he was available to help bro-
ker talks. US President Donald 
Trump warned North korea last 
week it would face "fire and fury" 
if it threatened the United States, 
prompting North korea to say 

it was considering plans to fire 
missiles toward Guam. 

But North korean media re-
ported on Tuesday that kim de-
layed the decision while he waited 
to see what the United States did 
next, prompting Trump to praise 
kim's "wise" decision. 

"As the US launched full-
scale provocation against the 
DPRk across all fields of politics, 
economy and military, nothing 

can alter the will and resolve of 
the army and people of the DPRk 
to respond by taking resolute 
retaliatory measures," kim told 
Guterres according to the North 
korean statement.  The UN Se-
curity Council unanimously a 
US-drafted resolution to impose 
new sanctions on North korea 
on 5 August that could slash by 
a third the Asian state's $3 billion 
annual export revenue. 

kim told Guterres the res-
olution "constitutes a flagrant 
infringement upon (North ko-
rea's) sovereignty and an open 
challenge to it."  North korea has 
been under UN sanctions since 
2006 over its ballistic missile and 
nuclear programmes and the Se-
curity Council has ratcheted up 
the measures in response to five 
nuclear weapons tests and four 
long-range missile launches. 

"The DPRk will make the 
US pay dearly for all the heinous 
crime it commits against the 
state and people of this country," 
the North korea UN mission said 
kim told Guterres. —Reuters  
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Peace and Stability in Rakhine State

Civil Service Reform Strategic Action Plan

By Khin Maung Oo
Geographically, Rakhine State is a 

fertile region for farming and it is rich 
in natural water resources. National 
ethnic people and local residents are 
earning their living there in peace. 
Being a coastal area, it abounds with 
scenes of natural beauty, which attract 
people as a permanent settlement. As 
the land abuts the neighboring country 
it became a promising border trade 
zone. Though being endowed with such 
virtues, Rakhine State has seen ugly 
and mischievous activities that harmed 
peace and stability of the region and 
national sovereignty. 

The Union Government is sys-
tematically dealing with these events 
in deep and sober ways, with a view to 

implementing national reconciliation, 
but the violent attacks of extremists are 
increasing more and more, committing 
atrocious killings of innocent local peo-
ple and ethnic nationals almost every 
day. Accordingly, activities are being 
launched to protect people from being 
attacked and to take effective actions 
against terrorists and abettors. 

Due to the increasing amounts of 
the victims, who amounted to 59 deaths 
and 33 missing ones till 9th August 
in Maungtaw district, Rakhine State 
people have been greatly frightened. 
The victims include ward and village 
administrators, old and new 10-and- 
100-household-group leaders, those 
who co-operated with the government 
and the villagers who disclosed news 

and information to the media. Very 
recently, 7 Mro ethnic nationals were 
cruelly killed by extremist attackers. 
The whole populace denounces these 
inhumane massacres of terrorists. 

These violent attackers committed 
cruel acts within our sovereign state. 
They took advantage of the fact that the 
Union Government has been dealing 
with these problems  effectively accord-
ing to the existing laws, rules and regu-
lations. Therefore, it is incumbent upon 
the government to upgrade security in 
the state for the protection of innocent 
civilians as well as to stake legal actions 
against those who help terrorists. 

Now that area clearance opera-
tions are underway to get rid of in-
creasing violent attacks happening in 

Buthidaung and Maungtaw regions, 
Rakhine State and for the establish-
ment of peace and stability in the 
region. In combination with Tatmadaw 
forces and regional security forces, 
local people can protect their lives and 
properties by sending  reports prompt-
ly to security forces about suspicious 
activities in the area. 

Rakhine is a part of the Union, and 
the Union is like an extended family. 
Hence, the affairs of the Rakhine State 
are the ones of the Union. Accordingly, 
I hereby urge all the nationals residing 
in Myanmar, political parties, NGOs 
and INGOs, countries with friendly 
relations and the international commu-
nity to denounce these violent  terrorist 
attacks.   

By U Khin Maung  
(A retired diplomat)

Introduction
For me, a retired civil servant, only 

a few days shy of my eightieth birthday, 
it is really a heart warning news to read 
that “Civil Service Reform Strategic Ac-
tion Plan” is launched by our democrat-
ically elected incumbent government. 
As regards the terms “the civil service, 
and civil servant” the “Oxford Advance 
Learner’s Dictionary” has defined as 
follows:

The civil service is the government 
departments in a country except the 
armed forces, and the people who work 
for them. (government departments). 
Civil servant is a person who works 
in the civil service. And from anoth-
er point of view, the civil service is a 
branch of public services or a kind of 
public servants. The Penal Code, in 
“chapter II, General Explanation” de-
fines the term public servant in section 
21, as follows:

First – Every covenanted servant 
of the Government.

Second – Every commissioned 
officer in the Military, Naval or Air 
Forces of the State.

Third – Every judge, etc. Accord-
ing to the explanations made in the 
Penal Code, the civil service is cer-
tainly distinguished and different from 
the military, naval and air forces of the 
state.

2.  Well, the civil service reform 
strategic action plan and its vision is 
a blue print for extensive reforms. By 
these reforms, the civil service system 
will be changed to become more ethi-
cal, more efficient and to better reflect 
the diversity of the country. As regards 

this plan, Her Excellency, the State 
Counsellor, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has 
said interalia as follows:

“The union government was 
committed to building the capacity of 
Myanmar’s Civil Servants and equip-
ping them with the skills and expertise 
in a few years. Furthermore, H.E, the 

State Counsellor also said;
“We must take in a few years the 

issues that other countries have ad-
dressed gradually over many decades”. 
In this connection, it was also high-
lighted that “the Strategic Action Plan 
also notes the importance of “merit 
based and performance driven culture 
and systems”.

Civil Service System during the 
parliamentary democracy era.

3. After gaining back our independ-
ence and sovereignty from the British 
colonial rule, our mother land, Bur-
ma, (Myanmar) had applied the most 

efficient and the cheapest administra-
tion system, left behind by the British 
colonial government, of course, with 
necessary adaptations, changes and 
reforms, so as to be in harmony with 
our traditions and culture.

In those days, the civil services, the 
backbone of the Executive Branch, was 
an independent, impartial, efficient and 
effective organ of the state.

4. Accordingly, the civil service per-
sonnel had to take the departmental 
examinations in four subjects, namely, 
criminal law, civil law, revenue and 
treasury. And for ‘’Burma Civil Service 
B.C.S (Senior branch) officers, only 
when they had passed those depart-
mental examinations by higher stand-
ard, they were appointed as ‘’perma-
nent’’. For the B.C.S (Junior branch) 
officers, they must have passed those 
examinations by ordinary standard for 
being appointed as permanent.

5. Why? Under the then adminis-
tration system, civil service personnel 
were entrusted with and empowered to 
serve as magistrates, treasury officers, 
revenue officers and general adminis-
tration officers.

Well, no system is perfect. And our 
previous civil service system during the 
parliamentary democracy era was no 
exception, I think, So, we should take 
good aspects of our old service system 
and leave the out-dated aspects.

6. In my own opinion, the good 
aspects of our old civil service system, 
during the first parliamentary democ-
racy government era, or during our 
first civilian government era, were 
many and varied. 

To present only a few. In those 
day, there were many international-
ly renowned scholars, lawyers, civil 

service personnel, diplomats etc. To 
honour those, who honour is due, may 
I mention only a few of them, And all 
those internationally renowned digni-
taries, scholars, were in a wider sense 
of the term, civil service personnel or 
in essence, the right men, in the right 
places. They were, Dr. Htin Aung, the 
first Rector of Rangon (Yangon) Uni-
versity, Ph.d, D.Litt, LL.D; Dr. Maung 
Maung, J.S.D (Yale) LL.D) (UTRE-
CHT) of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-law; 
Chief Justice of the Union Supreme 
Court; U Thant, UN Secretay General; 
and Maha Saddhamma Jotika Dhaja, 
Sithu Dr. Khin Maung Nyunt, Rector 
of Mandalay University, still hale and 
hearty, etc. etc.

Taking examples from all those 
highly distinguished civil service 
personnel, we could see that a highly 
educated, honest, hardworking, highly 
qualified and respectable civil servant 
could aspire and could have ambition 
and try his or her utmost to get to the 
highest career ladder. Nepotism, cro-
nyism, prejudice and bias, and giving 
special preference to somebody or to 
some organization, were almost nil in 
those days. Meritocracy was just the 
rule, practiced and propagated for as-
signment and promotion in our old civil 
service system during the first parlia-
mentary democracy era. So, we really 
hope and importance of merit-based 
and performance driven culture and 
systems.
Reference

(1) The Global New Light of Myan-
mar. (11th July 2017 edition)

(2) Her Excellency, The State 
Counsellor’s guiding principles.

(3) Oxford Advanced Learner’s 
Dictionary.

      The civil service 
is the government 
departments in a 

country except the 
armed forces, and the 
people who work for 
them. (government 
departments). Civil 
servant is a person 

who works in the civil 
service.
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The Global New Light of Myanmar is accepting submissions of poetry, opinion, articles, essays and short stories from young people for its weekly Sunday Next Generation Platform. Interested candidates can 
send their works to the Global New Light of Myanmar at No. 150, Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road, Bahan Township, Yangon or by email to dce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com with the following information: 
(1) Sector you wish to be included in (poetry, opinion, etc.), (2) Real name and (if different) your penname, (3) Your level of education, (4) Name of your School/College/University, (5) A written note of declaration 
that the submitted piece is your original work and has not been submitted to any other news or magazine publishing houses, (6) A color photo of the submitter, (7) Copy of your NRC card, (8) Contact information 
(email address, mobile number, etc.).— Editorial Department, The Global New Light of Myanmar news office

Invitation to young writers for Sunday section

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Win 
Myint received H.E. Mr. Ro-
land Kobia, Ambassador of the 
European Union to Myanmar 
who completed his tour of duty 
in Myanmar, at the Hluttaw 
Building Hall in Nay Pyi Taw 
yesterday.

In the meeting, they dis-
cussed promoting EU-Myanmar 
cooperation and relations, fos-
tering friendship and coopera-
tion between EU and Myanmar 
parliaments and EU providing 
continued support and help 
toward Myanmar democracy 
transition.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Pyithu Hluttaw Deputy 
Speaker U T Khun Myat and 
officials from the Pyithu Hlut-
taw office.— Myanmar News 
Agency 

Speaker U Win Myint receives 
outgoing EU Ambassador

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Legal Af-
fairs and Special Cases Assess-
ment Commission Chairman 
Thura U Shwe Mann yester-
day received H.E. Mr. Roland 
Kobia, European Union (EU) 
Ambassador to Myanmar, who 
is concluding his tour of duty 
in Myanmar, at the Hluttaw 
Building Hall in Nay Pyi Taw, 
at 3:00pm.

During the meeting, the 
Commission Chairman ex-

pressed thanks to the outgoing 
ambassador for his efforts for 
assisting Myanmar and ex-
changed views on the status 
of reform in Myanmar.

Also present at the meet-
ing were U Ko Ko Naing, 
member of Legal Affairs and 
Special Cases Assessment 
Commission of Pyidaungsu  
Hluttaw and officials from 
the office.—Myanmar News  
Agency 

Thura U Shwe Mann 
receives outgoing 
EU Ambassador

The Ministry of Health and 
Sports announced yesterday 
also announced that medical 
examinations for 22 patients 
were carried out between 17 
and 18 August and 5 cases were 
confirmed to have the H1N1 
virus and one more death from 
the virus was reported.

The ministry announced 
that there have been a total of 
747 cases of severe respiratory 
infections, and now 282 con-
firmed cases of the seasonal 
influenza A (H1N1) pdm09 and 
29 deaths from the virus.

There have been 4 inpa-
tients at Wabargi Specialist 
Hospital and 46 inpatients in 
hospitals in various regions 
and states receiving treatment 
for confirmed cases of H1N1 
yesterday.

Various foreign and do-
mestic companies, UN and 
other international organ-
isations and donors have 
provided medicine, medical 
equipment and protective 
equipment to Myanmar. Na-
nova Co. Ltd (3M Authorized 
Distributor) donated Ks 3 mil-
lion to the Ministry of Health 
and Sports yesterday.

The ministry urged in its 
report for the elderly, children, 
pregnant women, people with 
chronic illnesses and low im-
mune systems to follow the 
ministry’s guidelines to protect 
against the seasonal influenza 
and to receive medical exam-
inations at the nearest health 
department if they experience 
any of the virus’ symptoms. –
Myanmar News Agency 

H1N1 on the rise

FroM paGe-1
The macroeconomic sta-

bility pillar supports reforms 
to promote prudent public debt 
management, improved fiscal 
discipline of State Economic 
Enterprises and more effective 
budgeting processes.  Reforms 
under the fiscal resilience pil-
lar aim to increase tax collec-
tion, improve management of 
gas revenues, and strengthen 
public finance management. By 
providing funding directly to the 
Union budget to support these 
actions, the Development Policy 

Operation provides long-term, 
soft financing for priority public 
investments.

“Budget support is an im-
portant tool to underpin key 
government reforms and imple-
ment priority government pro-
grammes” said Ellen Goldstein, 
the World Bank Country Director 
for Myanmar, Cambodia and Lao 
PDR. 

“This first budget support 
will help Myanmar modernise 
economic management and 
build a more efficient  State.  
This includes measures to main-

tain economic stability, which is 
essential for high levels of in-
vestment, inclusive growth and 
job creation, as well as fiscal 
measures that will allow for the 
expansion and improvement of 
public service delivery.”

The credit comes from the 
International Development 
Association (IDA), the Bank’s 
fund for low income countries. 
The terms for the IDA credit in-
clude a repayment period of 38 
years, with a grace period of six 
years and a zero interest rate. 
—World Bank 

$200m from World Bank

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Legal Affairs and Special Cases Assessment 
Commission Chairman Thura U Shwe Mann holds talk with Mr. 
Roland Kobia, European Union (EU) Ambassador to Myanmar in Nay 
Pyi Taw. Photo: MNA

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Win Myint welcomes Mr. Roland Kobia, 
Ambassador of the European Union to Myanmar. Photo: MNA

A NEWLY-IDENTIFIED, 
100-million-year-old species 
of damselfly discovered in the 
Kachin State of Burma (My-
anmar) has been named after 
iconic British broadcaster and 
naturalist Sir David Attenbor-
ough, according to the Asian 
Correspondent.

Attenborough’s name was 
chosen for the creature – found 
preserved in an amber fossil 

from the mid-Cretaceous period 
when dinosaurs still roamed the 
earth – in honour of his recent 
90th birthday and because of his 
passion for dragonflies.

“Dragonflies in amber are 
extremely rare and the recent 
discoveries by my Chinese col-
leagues are a new window on 
the past. It is tradition in tax-
onomy (the naming of a new 
species) to contact the person 

Insect named after beloved 
naturalist David Attenborough

Frisky insect trapped in 
100-million-year-old amber found 
in Kachin State.

concerned,” said co-author of 
the study Professor Edmund 
A. Jarzembowski as quoted by 
the EurekAlert! science news 
outlet.— Asian Correspondent 
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World 
B r i e f s

Over 24 hospitalized 
after gas leak in 
northern India 

NEW DELHI — Over 24 people 
have been hospitalized following 
a gas leakage at a water treatment 
plant in the northern Indian hilly 
state of Uttarakhand Friday, Chief 
Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat 
said.

The incident took place at 
Uttarakhand Jal Sansthan, the 
main water treatment plant, in 
the state capital of Dehradun.

“More than two dozen 
people have been admitted to 
the hospital due to the leak of 
chlorine gas at Uttarakhand Jal 
Sansthan located at Dehradun, 
the situation is under control,” 
Chief Minister Rawat tweeted.

The chlorine gas leaked from 
cylinders kept at the plant to 
purify water before it is supplied 
to the city.—Xinhua  

Terrorism will never 
defeat us, Merkel says 
after Barcelona attack

BERLIN — Germany stands 
united with Spain in its deter-
mination not to allow terrorist 
attacks stop people living their 
lives, Chancellor Angela Merkel 
said on Friday, after a suspected 
Islamist militant killed 13 people 
in Barcelona. 

“These murderous attacks 
have once again shown us the 
full contempt for mankind 
involved in Islamist terrorism,” 
Merkel said.—Reuters 

Russian, German 
foreign ministers 
discuss North Korea 
crisis on phone
MOSCOW — Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov spoke on 
the phone with his German coun-
terpart Sigmar Gabriel on Friday 
to discuss the North Korea crisis, 
Russia’s Foreign Ministry said. 

Germany on Wednesday 
vowed to do all it could to defuse 
tensions between the United 
States and North Korea. But 
Berlin played down the idea that 
Germany could be a significant 
mediator between Pyongyang 
and Washington, after hosting 
talks between the two a decade 
ago.—Reuters 

People attend to injured persons at the scene after a van crashed into 
pedestrians near the Las Ramblas avenue in central Barcelona, Spain, on 
17 August 2017.  Photo: reuters

Spanish police shoot five suspects 
dead after driver kills 13 in Barcelona

Ramblas avenue, one person was 
killed in an explosion in a house 
in a separate town southwest of 
Barcelona, police said. 

Police said they had arrest-
ed a Moroccan and a man from 
Spain’s north African enclave of 
Melilla, though neither of them 
was the van driver. He was seen 
escaping on foot and was still at 
large. A third man was arrested 
in the town of Ripoll on Friday. 

A judicial source said in-
vestigators believed a cell of at 
least eight people, possibly 12, 
may have been involved in the 
Barcelona attack and Cambrils 
plot and that it was planning to 
use gas canisters. 

On Las Ramblas, residents 
and tourists trickled back to the 
famous promenade where hours 
earlier a white van had zigzagged 
at high speed through throngs of 

pedestrians and cyclists, leaving 
bodies strewn in its wake. 

Residents walked dogs and 
curious tourists reclaimed the 
street, along with media crews, 
despite the driver still being at 
large. Some areas remained cor-
doned off by police. 

“Those that live here can’t 
believe it, because we live here, 
we walk here, this is our neigh-
bourhood,” Sebastiano Palumbo, 
47, an Italian architect working in 
Barcelona, said as he walked his 
dog. “I think the best thing would 
be to continue, every day, doing 
what do.” 

The injured and dead came 
from 24 different countries, the 
Catalan regional government 
said, ranging from France and 
Germany to Pakistan and the 
Philippines. Spanish media said 
several children were killed.  

BARCELONA — Spain launched 
a sweeping anti-terrorism oper-
ation on Friday, shooting dead 
five would-be attackers after a 
suspected Islamist militant drove 
a van into crowds in Barcelona, 
killing 13 people and wounding 
scores. 

Islamic State said the per-
petrators had been responding 
to its call for action by carrying 
out Thursday’s rampage along 
Barcelona’s most famous ave-
nue, which was thronged with 
holiday-makers enjoying an af-
ternoon stroll at the peak of the 
tourist season. 

Bodies, many motionless, 
were left strewn across the ave-
nue and authorities said the toll 
of dead, which included several 
children, could rise, with more 
than 100 injured. 

Hours later in the early 
hours of Friday, as security forces 
hunted for the van’s driver, police 
said they killed five attackers in 
Cambrils, a town south of Barce-
lona, to thwart a separate attack 
using explosive belts. 

Details of the Cambrils in-
cident, which police linked to 
the Barcelona attack, were still 
sketchy. 

But police said six civilians 
and a police officer were injured 
when the attackers ran them 
over in a car, before police shot 
them dead and carried out con-
trolled explosions. 

Authorities later said the 
explosive belts were fake. 

Shortly before midnight on 
Wednesday, the day before the 
van ploughed into the tree-lined 
walkway of Barcelona’s Las 

Islamic State’s Amaq news 
agency said the attackers had 
carried out the operation “in 
response to calls for targeting 
coalition states” - a reference to 
a U.S.-led coalition against the 
Sunni militant group. Spain has 
several hundred soldiers in Iraq 
training local forces in the fight 
against Islamic State. 

There was no immediate 
indication though that Islamic 
State had directed or organ-
ised the attack, although some 
of those responsible for similar 
attacks in Europe have been in-
spired by the jihadist group. 

Islamist militants have 
staged a string of attacks across 
Europe in the past 13 months, 
killing well over 100 people in 
Nice, Berlin, London and Stock-
holm. 

The Barcelona attack was 
the deadliest in Spain since 
March 2004, when Islamist mili-
tants placed bombs on commut-
er trains in Madrid, killing 191 
people and wounding more than 
1,800. 

Spanish Prime Minister 
Mariano Rajoy announced three 
days of official mourning for what 
he called a “jihadist attack” while 
the Spanish royal household said 
on Twitter: “They are murderers, 
nothing more than criminals who 
are not going to terrorise us. All 
of Spain is Barcelona.” 

US President Donald Trump 
said: “The United States con-
demns the terror attack in Barce-
lona, Spain, and will do whatever 
is necessary to help.” He added: 
“Be tough & strong, we love you!” 
—Reuters 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
United Nations Security Coun-
cil condemned “in the strong-
est terms” Thursday’s terror-
ist attack in the Spanish city of 
Barcelona that left at least 13 
people dead and more than 100 
others injured.

In a statement, the council 
members expressed their deep 
sympathy and condolences to 
the families of the victims, as 
well as to the government of 

Spain. They wished a speedy 
recovery to those injured.

They reaffirmed that ter-
rorism in all its forms and man-
ifestations constitutes one of 
the most serious threats to 
international peace and se-
curity. They expressed their 
solidarity with Spain in its 
fight against terrorism and 
stressed the need to intensify 
international efforts to combat 
terrorism and violent extrem-

ism, which may be conducive to  
terrorism.

The council members re-
iterated that any acts of ter-
rorism are criminal and un-
justifiable, regardless of their 
motivation, wherever, whenever 
and by whomsoever committed. 
They reaffirmed the need for all 
states to combat, by all means, 
threats to international peace 
and security caused by terror-
ist acts.

The council members un-
derlined the need to bring the 
perpetrators, organizers, finan-
ciers and sponsors of these rep-
rehensible acts to justice, and 
urged all states, in accordance 
with their obligations under 
international law and relevant 
Security Council resolutions, 
to cooperate actively with the 
Spanish government and all 
other relevant authorities in 
this regard.—Xinhua   

UN Security Council condemns Barcelona terrorist attack
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KABUL  — Navigating a chaotic 
maze of cars and people, the con-
voy of British army armoured 
vehicles weaves slowly through 
Kabul. The job of about a dozen 
soldiers is to protect just two 
international advisers on their 
way to meet Afghan soldiers. 

While every mission varies, 
for every adviser deployed in Af-
ghanistan as part of a NATO-led 
multinational force, many more 
soldiers are tasked with provid-
ing security and support. 

The minimum security re-
quirements mean that providing 
even just a few thousand advis-
ers for Afghan security forces 
is a monumental task that, if 
continued, will keep many 
thousands more international 
troops and contractors facing 

daily threats. 
That calculus will factor into 

arguments put before US Pres-
ident Donald Trump on Friday 
as he and advisers meet ahead 
of a long-awaited decision on 
strategy and troop levels for the 
United States’ longest war. 

Fewer than 25 per cent of 
coalition troops in Afghanistan 
are dedicated advisers — with 
the rest either in a security, sup-
port or a combined role. 

The need to balance the 
force with more advisers is a 
driving factor behind the mili-
tary’s request for more troops, 
which has met with scepticism 
in Washington, where Trump 
was elected on a platform of re-
ducing American commitments 
overseas.—Reuters     

‘Guardian angel’ need for advisers in 
Afghanistan drives call for more troops

Soldiers with the British army’s Royal Irish Regiment provide security for a meeting between international 
military advisers and Afghan officials at a base in Kabul, Afghanistan, on 12 July 2017.  Photo: ReuteRs

UNITED NATIONS — A Saudi 
Arabia-led military coalition was 
responsible for an “unacceptably 
high” 51 per cent of child deaths 
and injuries in Yemen last year, 
according to a draft United Na-
tions report seen by Reuters on 
Thursday. 

The draft report on children 
and armed conflict, which still 
has to be approved by UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres 
and is subject to change, blamed 
the Saudi-led coalition for more 
than 680 child casualties and 
three-quarters of the attacks on 
schools and hospitals in Yemen. 

“Attacks carried out by 
air caused over half of all child 
casualties, with at least 349 killed 
and 333 injured,” the draft report 
found. The Saudi-led coalition be-
gan an air campaign in Yemen in 
March 2015 to defeat Iran-allied 
Houthi rebels.  It will be up to 
Guterres to decide whether to 
return the Saudi-led coalition to 
a child rights blacklist annexed 
to the report. The coalition was 
briefly added last year and then 
removed by then-UN chief Ban 
Ki-moon pending a review. 

At the time, Ban accused 
Saudi Arabia of exerting “unac-
ceptable” undue pressure after 
sources told Reuters that Riyadh 
threatened to cut its funding of 
UN programmes. Saudi Arabia 

denied threatening Ban. 
The Saudi-led coalition had 

been named on the blacklist last 
year after the UN report blamed 
it for 60 per cent of child deaths 
and injuries in Yemen in 2015 
and half the attacks on schools 
and hospital.  Saudi Arabia’s UN 
mission said in a statement on 
Wednesday that there was “no 
justification whatsoever” for in-
cluding the coalition’s name on 
the blacklist. It declined to com-
ment on the findings in the draft 
report for 2016. 

The report, which officials 
say is likely to be published next 
month, is issued in Guterres’ 
name but was drafted by his 

special envoy for children and 
armed conflict, Virginia Gamba. 
It is produced at the request of 
the UN Security Council. 

“The United Nations was 
informed of measures taken by 
the coalition in 2016 to reduce the 
impact of conflict on children,” 
according to the draft report. 
“However, despite these meas-
ures, grave violations against 
children continued at unaccept-
ably high levels in 2016.” 

The draft report said the 
Houthi rebels and affiliated forc-
es were responsible for nearly 
a third of the total 1,340 child 
casualties verified by the United 
Nations.—Reuters     

Saudi coalition to blame for half of Yemen 
child casualties: draft UN report

MOMBASA, (Kenya) —  
Suspected members of Soma-
lia’s al Shabaab Islamist group 
beheaded at least three men 
overnight in an attack on a 
Kenyan village, authorities said 
on Friday, a month after nine  
were killed in a similar way 
nearby. 

“They were slaughtered. 
Their heads were cut off from 
the rest of their bodies,” said 
a police source, asking not to 
be named. 

Police said four bodies had 
been found at Maleli village 
in Kenya’s coastal county of 
Lamu. Area county commis-
sioner Gilbert Kitiyo said he 

was aware of three deaths. 
“A group of armed sus-

pects raided and killed three 
locals. All the three were men,” 
Kitiyo told Reuters by phone, 
adding the suspects set houses 
ablaze before disappearing into 
a nearby forest. 

“We cannot speculate, but 
from previous attacks, the na-
ture and style of this attack can 
only be associated with these al 
Shabaab criminals.” 

In July suspected al 
Shabaab attackers fighters 
beheaded nine men in villages 
near Maleli, and killed three 
police officers in another attack 
in the area. —Reuters     

Suspected al Shabaab attackers 
kill three in Kenya’s Lamu

A Houthi militant walks in front of a government compound, destroyed 
by recent Saudi-led air strikes, in Yemen’s northwestern city of Amran, 
in July 2015.  Photo: ReuteRs

DAMASCUS — A key political 
and media adviser to Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad  
on Thursday accused the US-
led coalition of seeking to frag-
ment Syria, saying the plan will 
fail.

In an interview with 
pan-Arab al-Mayadeen TV 
aired late Thursday, Bouthai-
na Shaaban said “the target-
ing of civilians in Raqqa (the 
de facto capital of the Islamic 
State group) and the crimes 

committed against them...is 
something that sparks ques-
tions and it’s most likely that 
the United States is trying to 
terrorize the Arab citizens in 
Raqqa into leaving their areas 
to establish a suitable ground 
for federalization or the (cre-
ation of) Kurdish entity” in 
northern Syria.

The United States will fail 
to fragment Syria “because the 
Syrian people are one,” she not-
ed.—Xinhua     

Key Assad adviser accuses US-led 
coalition of trying to fragment Syria
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Photo taken June 17, 2017, from a Kyodo News helicopter shows the damaged part of the US Navy's 
guided-missile destroyer Fitzgerald, which collided with a Filipino container vessel off Yokosuka, south of 
Tokyo.  Photo: Kyodo News

Washington — the Us navy 
said thursday it will remove the 
commander and two other senior 
officers of Us destroyer Fitzger-
ald over the fatal collision with 
a Filipino container ship off the 
Japan coast in June.

"Clearly at some point the 
(ship's) bridge team lost situ-
ational awareness," adm. Bill 
Moran, vice chief of naval oper-
ations, said as the navy released 
an investigation of the 17 June 
accident that killed seven crew 
members and led to flooding in 
a section of the aegis combat 
system-equipped ship.

the three-member leader-
ship of the destroyer will be de-
tached because "we've lost trust 
and confidence in their ability 
to lead in those positions," Mo-
ran said. in total, about a dozen 
sailors will be punished over the 
accident, according to the navy.

according to the report, the 
Fitzgerald was off the coast of Ja-

pan's izu Peninsula, within sight 
of land, when it collided with the 
Philippine-flagged container ship 
at around 1:30 am on 17 June.

the seas were calm, the 

moon was relatively bright and 
visibility was "unrestricted." 
the Fitzgerald was operating in 
a "standard condition" at night, 
with all exterior lighting off ex-

cept for navigation lights and all 
interior lighting switched to red, 
the report said. the seven who 
drowned were all assigned to a 
crew area called "Berthing 2," 

where a huge volume of water 
quickly entered after the ship's 
hull was punctured in the colli-
sion, according to the report. as 
many crew members were asleep 
at the time of the crash, some had 
to wake shipmates who had slept 
through the initial impact before 
climbing a ladder to evacuate 
flooding. the bunks of the seven 
deceased sailors were located in 
the area "closest" to the damaged 
portion of the ship and "directly in 
the path of the onrushing water," 
the report said. investigations 
are still continuing, the navy offi-
cial said. the 8,315-ton destroyer 
armed with standard Missile-3 
interceptors had been sailing in 
Japanese coastal waters follow-
ing a series of ballistic missile 
launches by Pyongyang.

the Filipino container ship, 
the 29,060-ton aCX Crystal, 
is operated by Japanese ship-
ping firm nippon Yusen K.K. 
—Kyodo news 

Us warship commander dismissed for fatal collision off Japan

Peru's Defence Minister Jorge Nieto talks to the media during a 
news conference at the Defence Ministry in Lima, Peru, on 17 August 
2017.  Photo:  reuters

LiMa — a new cocaine-produc-
ing hotspot is taking root in Peru 
near its border with Colombia 
and Brazil, and local authorities 
worry that dissident FaRC guer-
rillas may join forces with drug 
traffickers there, Peru's defence 
minister said thursday. 

Coca growing and cocaine 
production is expanding in the tri-
ple border region mainly because 
Peru stepped up efforts to crack 
down on drug-traffickers in the 
Vraem, a bundle of jungle valleys 
where more than half of Peru-
vian cocaine is now made, said 
Defence Minister Jorge nieto. 

"if we're successful in one 
place, they go elsewhere," nie-
to told a news conference with 
foreign media, lamenting what 
he called the "cockroach effect." 

Peru and Colombia are the 
world's top two cocaine produc-
ers and coca growing in the Co-
lombia-Brazil border region has 
tripled to about 20,000 hectares 
(49,000 acres) in recent years, 
according to a report this year 
by Peru's drug agency Devida. 

"We have a very complicated 
situation there," nieto said. 

Cocaine production in the 
region is not yet on the scale of 
the Vraem, nieto said, but Peru 
worries that fighters with the 
Marxist Revolutionary armed 
Forces of Colombia (FaRC) who 

have refused to turn in their 
weapons may venture into the 
growing drug trade there. 

nearly 7,000 FaRC rebels 
have demobilized as part of a 
peace deal with Colombia's gov-
ernment. But some units have 
refused to lay down their arms 
and are expected to remain in-
volved in illegal activities. 

"these are people who were 
trained to use weapons and have 
been doing so for 20-30 years. it's 
a way of life, and that's why we're 
worried," said nieto. "We have to 
strengthen our mechanisms on 
that border." 

Peru has struggled with its 
own dissident band of rebels, 
which refused to heed the Mao-
ist-inspired shining Path's order 

to down arms in the 1990s and 
now helps drug traffickers control 
the Vraem. 

nieto declined to estimate 
how many dissident shining Path 
fighters operate in the Vraem. 
the previous government put 
their numbers at between 200 
and 500 in 2014. 

nearly 10,000 military of-
ficers in the Vraem are seeking 
to wrest control of the region from 
rebels and drug traffickers, said 
nieto.  nieto said Peru is also 
evaluating restoring civil liber-
ties in eight out of 46 districts 
in the Vraem where a state of 
emergency has been in force for 
years. But residents who fear an 
end to emergency funding have 
opposed the move.—Reuters 

Peru minister warns of new drug 
hotspot at border with Brazil, Colombia

toRonto/MontREaL  — 
the number of asylum seekers 
who illegally crossed the Us 
border into Canada more than 
tripled last month, according 
to Canadian government data 
released on thursday, as mi-
grants worried about the Us 
administration's immigration 
crackdown head north. 

More than 3,100 people 
walked across the border il-
legally in July to file refugee 
claims and were arrested, up 
from 884 in June, the federal 
government said. 

ninety-six per cent of them 
went to Quebec, where an influx 
of asylum seekers, primarily 
haitians, is sparking a back-
lash from opposition politicians 
and anti-immigrant groups in 
the primarily French-speaking 
province. 

in the first 15 days of au-
gust, an additional 3,800 asylum 
seekers were arrested crossing 
the Us border into Quebec, the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
said. More than 1,000 people are 
living in tents and government 
facilities at a Lacolle, Quebec 
border crossing across from 
upstate new York. 

"it's not a crisis. it's a situ-
ation that is extraordinary. But 
it's well-managed," transport 

Minister Marc garneau told re-
porters in Lacolle on thursday. 

Canada is struggling to 
house and provide social as-
sistance for the influx of asylum 
seekers as its refugee system 
faces the worst delays in years. 

the immigration and 
Refugee Board (iRB), which 
is responsible for hearing all 
asylum claims, has redeployed 
resources to deal with the Que-
bec arrivals. 

"the iRB had to make ad-
justments to be in a position to 
respond to the current situation 
that is clearly unsustainable," 
spokeswoman anna Pape said 
in an email. 

Canada has launched a 
campaign to counter misin-
formation about the country's 
refugee policy, which is believed 
to be one reason for the influx 
of refugees. 

"asking for asylum in Can-
ada is not a guarantee for per-
manent residence in Canada, 
and it's extremely important we 
stress that," immigration min-
istry spokesman Louis Dumas 
told reporters. 

Conservative parliamen-
tarian Michelle Rempel, her 
party's immigration critic, said 
the government steps are a 
"band aid" solution.—Reuters 

Canada sees 'unsustainable' 
spike in asylum seekers at Us 
border
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CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV PINYA STAr VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV Pinya star 
VOy. nO ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will be 
arriving on 19.8.2017and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of M.i.P where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPArTMENT
MYANMA POrT AUTHOrITY

AGENT FOr: M/S CONTINENTAL SHIP-
PING LINE PTE LTD

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV EVEr AbLE VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV eVer able 
VOy. nO ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will be 
arriving on 19.8.2017and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of H.P.t where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPArTMENT
MYANMA POrT AUTHOrITY

AGENT FOr: M/S EVErGrEEN SHIPPING 
LINE

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV MAx CrUSADEr VOY. NO (021)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV Max 
CrusaDer VOY. NO (021) are hereby notified that 
the vessel will be arriving on 19.8.2017and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of H.P.t where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPArTMENT
MYANMA POrT AUTHOrITY

AGENT FOr: M/S YANG MING LINE
Phone No: 2301185

SINGAPORE — Oil pric-
es were largely steady on 
Friday, torn between a 
broad-based selloff across 
markets and signs that 
crude supplies are grad-
ually tightening. 

Brent crude futures, 
LCOc1 the international 
benchmark for oil prices, 
were at $51.12 per barrel at 
0711 GMT, up 9 cents from 
their last close but still set 
for a weekly drop of some 
2 per cent. 

US West Texas Inter-
mediate (WTI) crude fu-
tures CLc1 were at $47.17 a 
barrel, up 8 cent but also on 
track to fall over the week, 
down over 3 per cent. 

Oil prices have been 
weighed down amid a sel-
loff across markets, includ-
ing US and Asian stocks, 
where investors voted 
with their feet amid grow-
ing scepticism that US 
President Donald Trump, 
embroiled in controversy, 
would achieve his econom-
ic agenda. 

The overall softness 
in financial markets add-
ed to the perception that 
oil supply remains higher 
than demand despite pro-
ducer efforts to reduce 
output. The Organisation 
of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (OPEC), 
together with non-OPEC 
producers like Russia, has 
pledged to restrict output 
by 1.8 million barrels per 
day (bpd) between January 

this year and March 2018. 
“Sentiment in oil mar-

kets remains weak,” US 
investment bank Jefferies 
said. 

Oil is declining even 
amid signs that crude mar-
kets are tightening. 

The Brent forward 
curve <0#LCO:> has 
moved from contango into 
backwardation, where pric-
es for immediate delivery 
are higher than those later 
on, for the three months 
of futures. A so-called 
backwardated market is 

considered a bullish sign 
for prices since it indicates 
that demand is outpacing 
supply. 

Signs of supply tight-
ness are also appearing 
in the United States, the 
world’s biggest oil consum-
er. Despite a 13 per cent 
jump in production C-OUT-
T-EIA since mid-2016 to 9.5 
million bpd, the country’s 
commercial crude inven-
tories C-STK-T-EIA have 
fallen 13 per cent from their 
March records to below 
2016 levels. 

On the demand side, 
Asia in particular could 
see some stronger crude 
orders going into the sec-
ond-half of the year. 

Driven by the start-
up of a refinery in Yunnan 
province in southern China 
and the completed expan-
sion of a fuel processing 
facility at Huizhou, Chinese 
crude oil imports are ex-
pected to pick up. 

“We expect Chinese 
crude imports to increase 
by 700,000 bpd year-on-year 
on average in 2H 2017,” 

said energy consultancy 
FGE. 

New oil demand is also 
coming from Viet Nam, 
which will see record crude 
oil imports in August as it 
readies its second refinery 
for start-up. 

“As domestic crude 
production continues to 
fall, Viet Nam’s historical 
surplus in crude oil will 
come to an end by 2019, 
turning the country into a 
net importer,” said Peter 
Lee, oil analyst at BMI Re-
search.—Reuters  

Unused oil rigs sit in the Gulf of Mexico near Port Fourchon, Louisiana in 2010. Photo: ReuteRs

Oil torn between broader market 
selloff, signs of tightening supply

GENEVA — A humani-
tarian crisis is unfolding 
across large areas in 
South Asia, with more 
than 16 million people af-
fected by monsoon floods 
in Nepal, Bangladesh and 
India, the International 
Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Socie-
ties (IFRC) said Friday.

The agency cited 
local authorities as say-
ing that flood levels have 
already reached record 
highs in Bangladesh, and 
water of major rivers such 
as the Jamuna has sur-
passed warning levels 
set in 1988, the deadliest 
floods the country has 
ever faced.

“This is fast becom-
ing one of the most seri-
ous humanitarian crises 
this region has seen in 
many years and urgent 
action is needed to meet 
the growing needs of 
millions of people affect-
ed by these devastating 
floods,” the IFRC said in 
a statement Friday, citing 
its staff for Asia Pacific 
region. According to the 
statement, more than one 
third of Bangladesh and 
Nepal have been flooded, 
and the humanitarian cri-
sis could get worse in the 
days and weeks ahead.—
Xinhua 

Red Cross 
says floods 
affect 16 
million 
in Nepal, 
India and 
Bangladesh
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SARAJEVO — A Georgian film 
about a woman struggling to rec-
oncile family life and her passion 
for writing has been chosen as 
the best movie at the 23rd Sara-
jevo Film Festival. 

Three-time Oscar-winning 
US film-maker Oliver Stone 
and British actor John Cleese 
were also awarded with lifetime 
achievement awards during a 
week-long festival which has 
shown 235 films from 54 coun-
tries to an audience of about 
100,000. 

An international jury 
chaired by Mexican film-maker 

Michel Franco awarded “Scary 
Mother”, a debut movie by 
27-year-old Georgian director 
Ana Urushadze, with the Heart 
of Sarajevo, the festival’s main 
award. 

It described the film as “pro-
vocative and elegantly directed”. 

This was the second time 
a Georgian film has triumphed 
in Sarajevo after “In Bloom” by 
directors Nana Ekvtimishvili and 
Simon Gros won the main prize 
in 2013. 

Romanian film-maker Ema-
nuel Parvu was awarded best 
director for his movie “Meda, 

or the Not So Bright Side of 
Things”, and Serban Pavlu won 
the best actor award for his role 
in the movie. 

The best actress award 
went to Canadian actress Or-
nela Kapetani for her role in 
“Daybreak”, a debut feature by 
Albanian director Gentian Koci. 

The Sarajevo Film Festival, 
founded as an act of defiance 
toward the end of the 1992-95 
siege during the Bosnian war, 
has grown into the largest in-
dustry platform for the region 
stretching from Austria to Rus-
sia and Turkey.—Reuters 

British actor John Cleese 
poses with the Heart 
of Sarajevo honorary 
award during the 23rd 
Sarajevo Film Festival 
in Sarajevo, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, on 16 
August 2017. Photo: 
reuters

Georgian film wins top Sarajevo film 
fest award, Cleese and Stone honored

Taylor Swift donates to assault 
victims group after groping win

Singer Taylor Swift.  
Photo: reuters

LOS ANGELES — Pop star Tay-
lor Swift has made good on her 
pledge to support groups that 
help sexual assault victims 
following her victory in a Col-
orado groping trial this week. 

The 27-year-old “Fear-
less” singer on Wednesday 
made what officials described 
as a generous donation to the US 
Joyful Heart Foundation, whose 
mission is to educate, support 
and campaign on sexual violence 
issues. 

“Joyful Heart is honoured 
to be recognised by Taylor Swift 
for our work on behalf of and in 
service to survivors of domes-
tic violence, sexual assault, and 
child abuse,” the organisation 
said in a statement. 

Swift on Monday was award-
ed the symbolic $1 (77p) in dam-

ages that she had sought after 
a federal jury in Denver found 
that a radio DJ had grabbed her 
bottom while posing for a photo 
with her in 2013. 

The pop star delivered un-
flinching testimony describing 
the incident, saying she wanted 
to help other women make their 

voices heard. She said she would 
donate to organisations that help 
sexual assault victims defend 

themselves. 
Joyful Heart’s chief ex-

ecutive, Maile M. Zambuto, 
told the Huffington Post that 
Swift’s donation was “very gen-

erous,” but she did not disclose 
the amount. 

The Joyful Heart Founda-
tion was launched by former 
“Law & Order; Special Victims 
Unit” television star Mariska 
Hargitay in 2004 with the aim 
of alleviating the isolation felt 
by domestic abuse and sexual 
assault victims. 

The actress has said she was 
inspired by her role as Detective 
Olivia Benson on the crime series 
and the letters sent to her by fe-
male viewers.—Reuters  

LOS ANGELES  — Walt Dis-
ney Co is developing a “Star 
Wars” standalone movie based 
on the beloved character of 
Obi-Wan Kenobi, the wise and 
noble Jedi master, The Hol-
lywood Reporter and Variety 
reported on Thursday. 

The Hollywood trade 
publications cited unnamed 
sources as saying that the pro-
ject was in the early stages of 
development by Disney and 
Lucasfilm. 

The project has no script 
yet but British filmmaker Ste-
phen Daldry, best known for 
2000’s ballet movie “Billy Elli-
ott,” is in early talks to direct 
it, the publications said. 

Disney declined to com-
ment.  Disney bought “Star 
Wars” creator George Lucas’ 
Lucasfilm in 2012 in a $4 bil-
lion deal and announced a new 
trilogy of films following the 
space saga as well as three 
standalone “Star Wars” pro-
jects that focus on stories out-
side of the central tale of the 
Skywalker family. 

Disney debuted the first 
standalone “Star Wars” sto-
ry with 2016’s “Rogue One,” 
which featured new characters 
and a storyline tied loosely to 
the ongoing saga. 

A Han Solo movie is in 
production featuring a young-
er version of the freewheeling 
space smuggler played by Har-
rison Ford in the original “Star 
Wars” trilogy of films. 

Kenobi, a recluse played 
by the late British actor Alec 
Guinness, was the mentor to 
Luke Skywalker and intro-
duced the young warrior to the 
Force in the first “Star Wars” 
movie in 1977. Kenobi was later 
killed by his old pupil, the evil 
Darth Vader. 

Actor Ewan McGregor 
played the character in the 
second trilogy of “Star Wars” 
films from 1999 to 2005. The 
Hollywood Reporter said no 
actor was attached to the stan-
dalone project. 

“Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens,” Disney’s first in-
stallment of the new trilogy 
in the revamped franchise, 
brought back beloved charac-
ters Princess Leia, Luke Sky-
walker and Han Solo as well as 
introducing a new generation. 
It took more than $2 billion at 
the world box office after its 
2015 release. 

The next film, “Star Wars: 
The Last Jedi,” is scheduled 
for release in December.—
Reuters 

LOS ANGELES — Singer 
Katy Perry’s upcoming “Wit-
ness Tour” has been post-
poned due to “unavoidable 
production delays”.

The concert, which was 
originally planned to begin 
on 7 September in Colum-
bus, Ohio, will now open on 19  
September in Montreal, Can-
ada.

The 32-year-old musician 

took to Instagram to make the 
announcement.

“Due to unavoidable 
production delays, major el-
ements of my tour stage de-
sign could not be available for  
me to rehearse on until this 
week. I’ll be spending the next 
few weeks taking the time to 
properly prepare the show to 
be an experience I am proud 
to share with you.”—PTI 

Katy Perry’s ‘Witness Tour’ 
delayed due to production issues

Obi-Wan Kenobi may get 
his own ‘Star Wars’ movie

Characters of Star Wars take part in an event held for the release 
of the film “Star Wars: The Force Awakens” in Disneyland Paris in 
Marne-la-Vallee, France in 2015. Photo: reuters
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07:03 Am News

07:26 Am Great Shwedagon-The Exhibition Hall Of 

  The Great Chronicle Of Buddha

07:54 Am Dengue Fever

08:03 Am News 

08:26 Am Lantern Floating Festival in Kyauk Kyi 

  Township

08:42 Am Heaven-Earth Continuum: Kaung Su

08:55 Am Traditional Snacks

09:03 Am News

09:26 Am Concrete Friendship Between 

  Japan-Myanmar

09:54 Am Made in Myanmar "Mixxo" 

10:03 Am News

(19-8-2017 07:00am ~20-8-2017 07:00am) MST

Myanmar
International
Programme Schedule

10:26 Am Next Generation "Sammy Tin (Clarinetist)" 

10:35 Am Caves of Myanmar

(11:00 Am ~ 03:00 Pm)-Friday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm)-Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

Prime Time

07:03 Pm News

07:26 Pm Travelogue: "Anyar Myay" or Upcountry ( 

Part- I )

07:50 Pm Today Myanmar: Father of Art (Artist U Ba 

Nyan) 

08:03 Pm News

08:25 Pm Writer of Poems & Prose - Min Thu Wun 

  (Ep-2) Student Life & Early Literary Career

08:51 Pm Myanmar Masterclass: ARTIST SOE HNIN 

  AUNG

(09:00 Pm ~ 11:00 Pm)-Today Repeat (09:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am)-Friday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am)-Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(For Detailed Schedule – www.myanmaritv.com/schedule)

Rare trio of stinky corpse flowers 
to bloom at Washington garden
WASHINGTON — A 
botanic garden on the 
grounds of the US Capitol 
is expecting a stinky first 
in coming days as a trio of 
so-called corpse flowers is 
due to open and release an 
odor likened to the smell of 
rotting flesh. 

The event would mark 
the first time that three 
of the giant plants, also 
known as titan arums, 
have bloomed close to 
the same time at a North 
American institution, U.S. 
Botanic Garden spokes-
man Ray Mims said on 
Wednesday. 

The biggest plant has 
surged to about 7 feet (2.13 

meters) in height and is 
forecast to open between 
Thursday and Tuesday. 
The Botanic Garden, at the 
foot of Capitol Hill, will be 
open until 10 pm once the 
flower blooms to handle 
crowds. 

"When you're above it, 
you need a gas mask. This 
is really one of the rock 
stars of the plant king-
dom," said Todd Brethau-
er, a volunteer who carries 
a jar with a sample of the 
odor to give garden visi-
tors a whiff. 

The stench from the 
opened corpse flower, or 
Amorphophallus titanum, 
has been called a combina-

tion of rotting flesh, smelly 
socks, garlic and dirty dia-
pers. It is a great draw for 
pollinating carrion beetles 
and flies. 

Corpse flower blooms, 
once rare, have become 
more prolific, with seven 
occurring this summer in 
the United States. The in-
crease resulted from the 
greater number of flowers 
in US institutions, includ-
ing 15 or 16 plants at Wash-
ington's Botanic Garden, 
Mims said. 

The reek's main ingre-
dient, dimethyl trisulfide, 
is known for its high poten-
cy and is added to normal-
ly odorless natural gas to 

Tourists look at a seven year old 250 pound titan arum (Amorphophallus titanum) after 
it bloomed for the first time ever at the US Botanic Garden in Washington, DC, US, in 
2013.  Photo: ReuteRs

SALMON, (Idaho) —
Forest rangers and fire 
managers across the 
US West will be on high 
alert as motorists flock 
to Oregon, Idaho and 
Wyoming for next week's 
total solar eclipse, clog-
ging roads and straining 
scarce resources at the 
height of summer wild-
fire season. 

The rare spectacle 
of the moon passing di-
rectly in front the sun, 
combined with the ap-
peal of the West's great 
outdoors, is expected to 
draw tens of thousands 
of eclipse enthusiasts to 
rugged, remote national 
forests and rangelands 
from the Cascades to the 
Northern Rockies. 

Authorities face an 
unprecedented chal-
lenge from the throngs in 
a region swathed in tin-
der-dry vegetation vul-
nerable to ignition from 
unattended campfires, 
discarded cigarettes and 
hot tailpipes. 

"It's all hands on 
deck," said US Forest 
Service ranger Kurt 
Nelson, who works in 
the Sawtooth National 
Forest near the affluent 
resort of Sun Valley in 
central Idaho. 

Even without the 
added threat of care-
less humans, light-
ning-sparked wildfires 
are common at this time 

of year, raising fears 
that larger-than-normal 
crowds of tourists may 
end up in harm's way and 
need to be evacuated. 

US fire managers 
last week elevated the 
nation's wildfire readi-
ness status to its highest 
for the first time in two 
years, citing heightened 
danger from thunder-
storms. 

Besides public safe-
ty issues confronting of-
ficials, drifting plumes 
of smoke, even from dis-
tant blazes, could end up 
obscuring the views of 
eclipse watchers on an 
otherwise clear day. 

The 21 August event 
marks the first total solar 
eclipse visible anywhere 
in the lower 48 states 
since 1979. 

And it will be the 
first in 99 years spanning 
the entire continental 
United States, offering 
a brief glimpse of the sun 
completely blotted out - 
except for the corona of 
its outer atmosphere - 
across a 70-mile- (113-
km-) wide, coast-to-coast 
path through 14 states. 

Oregon, Idaho and 
Wyoming are the first 
three states traversed 
by the narrow 2,500-
mile (4,000-km) "path of 
totality," mostly through 
rural areas unaccus-
tomed to heavy traffic.  
—Reuters 

Forest rangers, fire 
crews brace for 
eclipse watchers to 
descend on US West

A parking sign for people visiting for the Solar Eclipse 
is shown in Depoe Bay, Oregon, US, on 9 August 
2017.  Photo: ReuteRs

give it a distinctive smell. 
"People think flowers 

are pretty, they smell good. 
A lot don't," said Jim Ad-
ams, the Garden's horti-
cultural manager. 

The interior temper-
ature on a fully bloom-
ing flower reaches 115 
Fahrenheit (46 Celsius), 
heat that helps spread 
the smell, Adams said. 
Simultaneous blooms are 
very rare since blooms oc-
cur only when individual 
plants have accumulated 
enough energy in their un-
derground storage organs. 

The plant is the 
world's largest un-
branched inflorescence, or 
cluster of multiple flowers 
that looks like a single one. 
It is native to the Indone-
sian island of Sumatra, 
and the three at the Bo-
tanic Garden were raised 
at one of its facilities. 

The enormous spa-
dix, or central spike, on 
the biggest of the three 
plants riveted passersby 
on Wednesday with its 
ashy maroon color and the 
glossy green leaf sheath-
ing the base. 

"It looks prehistoric 
... like something out of a 
movie," said Julie Spack, 
30, of Peterborough, New 
Hampshire, before she 
snapped a selfie with it. 
—Reuters 
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Mayweather on putting legacy 
on the line — ‘It’s worth it’

Floyd Mayweather Jr. of the US hits a heavy bag during a workout at 
the Mayweather Boxing Club in Las Vegas, Nevada, US, on 10 August 
2017. Photo:  reuters

Myanmar’s Aung Thu carries the ball by passing the Brunei defenders at the UiTM Shah Alam Stadium in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. Photo:MFF

Myanmar earns 
semifinal spot 
in SEA Games 
after victory 
over Brunei

From page-1
Mg Mg Lwin and Than 

Paing, who showed great tactics 
at the 2015 FIFA U-20 World Cup 
in New Zealand, scored the fifth 
and sixth goals, respectively, for 
Myanmar just before the game’s 
finish, resulting in thunderous 
applause from the sizable My-
anmar crowd at UiTM stadium. 

Myanmar remained very 
much in control of not only the 
match but also their bid to win 
the SEA Games gold after finish-
ing as runners-up in 2015.

Myanmar will play against 
host Malaysia on Sunday to de-
cide Group A’s top team. 

Myanmar won a SEA Games 
silver medal in the Compound 
Mixed-team Archery competi-
tion hosted at the National Sports 
Center in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia yesterday.

Yesterday, Myanmar’s Ye 
Min Swe and Aung Ngein met 
the host Malaysia in the finals, 
having beaten Indonesia and the 
Philippines at the quarterfinal 
and semifinal stages. In the final, 
Myanmar was defeated by the 

host team by a score of 142-152 
and had to settle for the silver 
medal. The second-place in ar-
chery helped Myanmar’s overall 
team standing at three in the SEA 
Games, with one silver medal  
achieved by the Archery team 
and two gold medals won by the 
Myanmar Chinlone team.

The Recurve Archery 
Competitions for both men and 
women will be held on Sunday. 
—Ye Yint Shine 

Myanmar archery team 
wins silver at SEA Games

KyawZin Lin

MYANMAR’s Sepaktakraw (kick 
volleyball) team, which has been 
training in Myanmar since last 
year, aims to do their best to win 
gold medals at the SEA Games 
underway in Malaysia.

In Men’s Team Dou-
bles, Myanmar will play In-
donesia on Sunday and the 
Philippines on Monday.  
In the Men’s Team Quadrant, 
Myanmar will play against 
Brunei on Wednesday and 

host Malaysia on Thursday. In 
Men’s Doubles, Myanmar will 
play the round-robin system to-
gether with the Philippines on 
Friday, Laos and host Malaysia 
on 26 August and Cambodia  
on 27 August. In the Women’s 
Quadrant, Myanmar will also play 
the round robin system along 
with Indonesia on Wednesday, 
Laos and host Malaysia on Thurs-
day and Vietnam on Friday. In 
Women’s Doubles, Myanmar will 
play the Philippines on Friday 
and host Malaysia on 26 August. 

Sepaktakraw 
team ready for 
29th SEA GamesLAS VEGAS — With his super-

fight against Conor McGregor 
a little over a week away, Floyd 
Mayweather struck a reflective 
tone on Thursday as he discussed 
the risk of coming out of retire-
ment for a massive payday. 

Mayweather, who has not 
fought in nearly two years, needs 
a win next week to surpass Rocky 
Marciano’s record and reach 50-0 
for his career, while McGregor, 
who is making his professional 
boxing debut, is 21-3 in mixed 
martial arts. 

“When a fighter has lost be-
fore, if he loses again they say 
‘oh, it’s nothing, he’s lost before,’” 
Mayweather told a conference 
call. “But when a fighter has been 
dominating for 20-some years 
and never lost, everything is on 
the line. 

“My legacy. My boxing re-
cord. Everything is on the line.” 

The fight, which the two 
combatants promoted with a 
four-city international media 
tour stretching across three 
countries, has garnered plenty 
of interest despite scepticism 
about how competitive it will be. 

Mayweather, a master de-
fensive technician and tactician, 
is heavily favoured to win the 
Aug. 26 fight in Las Vegas but 
the 40-year-old has said that, on 
paper, everything leans toward 

the 29-year-old Irishman, who 
is taller and has a longer reach. 

Mayweather acknowl-
edged the physical demands of 
training for a fight had become 
much harder on his body than 
when in his prime, but said he 
did not let negative thoughts 
enter his mind. 

“I try not to think about 
losing or taking the ‘L.’ That’s 
not really my focus. Every day I 
tell myself I am a winner. I was 
born to be a winner at life. Not 
just in the ring but I was born to 
be a winner,” said Mayweather. 

“It’s all about taking risk. 
I wouldn’t be where I’m at if 
I didn’t take risks so I don’t 
mind putting a 49-0 record on 

the line, putting everything on 
the line for this fight. I feel like 
it’s worth it.”  Mayweather may 
be far from his prime but feels 
his sheer experience in the ring 
will carry him through what he 
says will be his last fight, one 
that is expected to be the most 
lucrative event in the history of 
combat sport. 

“I don’t think that I’m the 
same Floyd Mayweather that 
I was 21 years ago. Of course 
not,” he said. 

“I don’t think that I’m the 
same Floyd Mayweather that I 
was 10 years ago. I’m, not even 
the same Floyd Mayweather 
that I was I was five or two years 
ago. —Reuters 


